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CORRESPONDENCE. 


TO    CHARLES    J.    FOX. 

Passy,  5  September,  1783. 

Sir, 
I  received  in  its  time  the  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  to  me  by  Mr.  Hartley ;  and  I  cannot 
let  him  depart  without  expressing  my  satisfaction  in 
his  conduct  towards  us,  and  applauding  the  prudence 
of  that  choice,  which  sent  us  a  man  possessed  of  such 
a  spirit  of  conciliation,  and  of  all  that  frankness,  sincer- 
ity, and  candor,  which  naturally  produce  confidence, 
and  thereby  facilitate  the  most  difficult  negotiations. 
Our  countries  are  now  happily  at  peace,  on  which  I 
congratulate  you  most  cordially ;  and  I  beg  you  to 
be  assured,  that  as  long  as  I  have  any  concern  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  I  shall  readily  and  heartily  concur  with  you 
in  promoting  every  measure  that  may  tend  to  promote 
the  common  felicity.  With  great  and  sincere  esteem 
and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,   &x. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

Mr.  Fox.  —  American  People. 

Passy,  6  September,  1783. 

My  dear  Friend, 
Enclosed  is  my  letter  to  Mr.  Fox.     I  beg  you  would 
assure  him,  that  my  expressions  of  esteem  for  him  are 
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not  mere  professions.  I  really  think  him  a  great  man, 
and  I  should  not  think  so,  if  I  did  not  believe  he  was 
at  bottom,  and  would  prove  himself  a  good  one.  Guard 
him  against  mistaken  notions  of  the  American  people. 
You  have  deceived  yourselves  too  long  with  vain  ex- 
pectations of  reaping  advantage  from  our  little  discon- 
tents. We  are  more  thoroughly  an  enlightened  people, 
with  respect  to  our  political  interests,  than  perhaps  any 
other  under  heaven.  Every  man  among  us  reads,  and 
is  so  easy  in  his  circumstances  as  to  have  leisure  for 
conversations  of  improvement,  and  for  acquiring  informa- 
tion. Our  domestic  misunderstandings,  when  we  have 
them,  are  of  small  extent,  though  monstrously  magnified 
by  your  microscopic  newspapers.  He  who  judges  from 
them,  that  we  are  on  the  point  of  falling  into  anarchy, 
or  returning  to  the  obedience  of  Britain,  is  like  one 
who,  being  shown  some  spots  in  the  sun,  should  fancy, 
that  the  whole  disk  would  soon  be  overspread  with 
them,  and  that  there  would  be  an  end  of  daylight. 
The  great  body  of  intelligence  among  our  people,  sur- 
rounds and  overpowers  our  petty  dissensions,  as  the 
sun's  great  mass  of  fire  diminishes  and  destroys  his 
spots.  Do  not,  therefore,  any  longer  delay  the  evacua* 
tion  of  New  York,  in  the  vain  hope  of  a  new  revolu- 
tion in  your  favor,  if  such  a  hope  has  indeed  had  any 
effect  in  occasioning  the  delay.  It  is  now  nine  months 
since  the  evacuations  were  promised.  You  expect  with 
reason,  that  the  people  of  New  York  should  do  your 
merchants  justice  in  the  payment  of  their  old  debts; 
consider  the  injustice  you  do  them  in  keeping  them  so 
long  out  of  their  habitations,  and  out  of  their  business, 
by  which  they  might  have  been  enabled  to  make  pay- 
ment. 

There  is   no  truth  more  clear  to  me  than  this,  that 
the  great  interest  of  our  two  countries  is  a  thorough 
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reconciliation.  Restraints  on  the  freedom  of  commerce 
and  intercourse  between  us,  can  afford  no  advantage 
equivalent  to  the  mischief  they  will  do,  by  keeping 
up  ill  humor,  and  promoting  a  total  alienation.  Let 
you  and  me,  my  dear  friend,  do  our  best  towards  ad- 
vancing and  securing  that  reconciliation.  We  can  do 
nothing,  that  will  in  a  dying  hour  afford  us  more  solid 
satisfaction. 

I  wish  you  a  prosperous  journey,  and  a  happy  sight 
of  your  friends.  Present  my  best  respects  to  your 
good  brother  and  sister,  and  believe  me  ever,  with 
sincere  and  great  esteem,  yours  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin 


TO    MRS.    MARY    HEWSON. 

On  the  future  Establishment  of  her  Children. 

Passy,  7  September,  1783. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  9th  past.  I  am 
glad,  that  the  little  books  are  pleasing  to  you  and  your 
children,  and  that  the  children  improve  by  them. 

My  grandson  Bache  has  been  four  years  at  school 
at  Geneva,  and  is  but  lately  come  home  to  me  here. 
I  find  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  improvement  he 
has  made  in  his  learning.  He  translates  common  Latin 
readily  into  French,  but  his  English  has  suffered  for 
want  of  use ;  though  I  think  he  would  readily  recover 
it,  if  he  wrere  awhile  at  your  school  at  Cheam,  and  at 
the  same  time  be  going  on  with  his  Latin  and  Greek. 
You  were  once  so  kind  as  to  offer  to  take  him  under 
your  care  ;  would  that  be  still  convenient  to  yon  1  He 
is  docile  and  of  gentle  manners,  ready  to  receive  and 
follow  good   advice,  and   will  set  no  bad   example  to 
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your   other   children.     He  gains    every    day   upon    my 
affections. 

I  long  much  to  see  you  and  yours,  and  my  other 
friends  in  England,  but  I  have  not  yet  determined  on 
the  journey.  Our  definitive  treaty  of  peace  being  now 
signed,  I  have  indeed  less  to  confine  me  here,  and 
might  make  a  short  excursion  without  much  inconven- 
ience ;  but  short  days  and  winter  are  coming  on,  and 
I  think  I  can  hardly  undertake  such  an  expedition 
before  the  spring  of  next  year. 

With  regard  to  the  future  establishment  of  your  chil- 
dren, wdiich  you  say  you  want  to  consult  me  about, 
I  am  still  of  opinion,  that  America  will  afford  you  more 
chances  of  doing  it  well  than  England.  All  the  means 
of  good  education  are  plenty  there,  the  general  man- 
ners are  simple  and  pure,  temptations  to  vice  and  folly 
fewer,  the  profits  of  industry  in  business  as  great  and 
sure  as  in  England;  and  there  is  one  advantage  more, 
which  your  command  of  money  will  give  you  there, 
I  mean  the  laying  out  a  part  of  your  fortune  in  new 
land,  now  to  be  had  extremely  cheap ;  but  which  must 
be  increased  immensely  in  value,  before  your  children 
come  of  age,  by  the  rapid  population  of  the  country. 
If  you  should  arrive  there  while  I  live,  you  know  you 
may  depend  on  every  assistance  in  my  power  to  afford 
you,  and  I  think  my  children  will  have  a  pleasure  too 
in  serving  their  father's  friend.  I  do  not  offer  it  as  a 
motive,  that  you  will  be  much  esteemed  and  respected 
there ;  for  that  you  are,  and  must  be,  everywhere ; 
but  give  me  leave  to  flatter  myself,  that  my  being  made 
happier  in  my  last  years  by  your  neighbourhood  and 
society  may  be  some  inducement  to  you. 

I  forwarded  your  letter  to  Mr.  Williams.  Temple 
is  always  with  me,  being  my  secretary.  He  presents 
his  respects  to  you.     I  have  been  lately  ill  with  a  fit 
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of  the  gout,  if  that  may  indeed  be  called  a  disease. 
I  rather  suspect  it  to  be  a  remedy,  since  I  always  find 
my  health  and  vigor  of  mind  improved  after  the  fit 
is  over.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affec- 
tionately, B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  You  say  you  are  a  little  afraid  that  our  coun- 
try is  spoiled.  Parts  of  it  have  indeed  suffered  by  the 
war,  those  situated  near  the  sea;  but  the  body  of  the 
country  has  not  been  much  hurt,  and  the  fertility  of 
our  soil,  with  the  industry  of  our  people,  now  that  the 
commerce  of  all  the  world  is  open  to  us,  will  soon  re- 
pair the  damages  received,  and  introduce  that  pros- 
perity, w^hich  we  hope  Providence  intends  for  us,  since 
it  has   so  remarkably  favored  our  Revolution. 


TO    DAVID    HARTLEY, 

Passy,  7  September,  1783. 

My  dear  Friend, 
Enclosed  I  send  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  to  me 
from  the  President  of  Congress,  in  which  you  will  ob- 
serve the  moderate  disposition  of  that  body  towards  the 
loyalists,  with  the  causes  of  aggravation  in  the  people's 
resentments  against  them.  I  am  always  invariably  yours 
most  sincerely,  B.  Franklin, 


A* 
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TO    JOHN   JAY. 

Quotes   a   Letter  from   America  containing  false  Re» 
ports.  —  Appeals  to  Mr.  Jay  to  refute  them. 

Passy,  10  September,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  a  very  respectable 
person  in  America,  containing  the  following  words,  viz. 

"  It  is  confidently  reported,  propagated,  and  believed 
by  some  among  us,  that  the  Court  of  France  was  at 
the  bottom  against  our  obtaining  the  fishery  and  terri- 
tory in  that  great  extent,  in  which  both  are  secured 
to  us  by  the  treaty ;  that  our  minister  at  that  court  fa- 
vored, or  did  not  oppose,  this  design  against  us ;  and 
that  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the  firmness,  sagacity,  and 
disinterestedness  of  Mr.  Adams,  with  whom  Mr.  Jay 
united,  that  we  have  obtained  these  important  advan- 
tages." * 

*  This  extract  is  from  a  letter  written  by  Dr.  Cooper  of  Boston,  and 
dated  May  5th,  1783.  In  a  preceding  paragraph,  Dr.  Cooper  says; 
-"  There  is  a  party  among  us  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  every  inci- 
dent, and  of  all  personal  resentments,  to  weaken  and  divide  our  public 
counsels,  and  injure  the  alliance.  Regard  to  the  general  good,  as  well 
as  private  and  the  most  constant  friendship,  oblige  me  to  state  things 
as  they  are."  Then  comes  the  extract  in  the  text.  Dr.  Cooper  adds  ; 
P  It  has  also  been  said,  from  the  same  quarter,  that  the  court  of  France 
secretly  traversed  Mr.  Adams's  views  in  Holland  for  obtaining  from  the 
United  Provinces  an  acknowledgment  of  our  independence;  and  that  the 
same  part  has  been  acted  in  Spain  and  Russia.  All  these  things  are 
incredible  to  me ;  and,  though  they  make  some  impression  at  present, 
truth  is  great  and  will  prevail.  Care,  I  hope,  will  be  taken  both  at  Con- 
gress and  in  Europe,  as  far  as  public  prudence  will  permit,  to  state,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  these  matters  in  a  just  light,  and  to  prevent  the  public 
mischiefs,  as  well  as  private  injuries,  that  may  arise  from  misapprehen- 
sions in  matters  of  this  moment." 

A  copy  of  the  whole  of  this  letter  was  sent  by  Dr.  Franklin  to  Count 
de  Vergennes,  and  it  is  now  contained  among  the  American  papers  in 
the  Archives  des  Affaires  Etr  anger  es  at  Paris.  Dr.  Franklin  likewise 
pent  to  Congress  a  copy  of  his   correspondence  with   Messrs.  Jay  and 
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It  is  not  my  purpose  to  dispute  any  share  of  the 
honor  of  that  treaty,  which  the  friends  of  my  colleagues 
may  be  disposed  to  give  them ;  but,  having  now  spent 
fifty  years  of  my  life  in  public  offices  and  trusts,  and 
having  still  one  ambition  left,  that  of  carrying  the  char- 
acter of  fidelity  at  least  to  the  grave  with  me,  I  cannot 
allow  that  I  was  behind  any  of  them  in  zeal  and  faith- 
fulness. I  therefore  think,  that  I  ought  not  to  suffer 
an  accusation,  which  falls  little  short  of  treason  to  my 
country,  to  pass  without  notice,  when  the  means  of 
effectual  vindication  are  at  hand.  You,  Sir,  were  a 
witness  of  my  conduct  in  that  affair.  To  you  and 
my  other  colleagues  I  appeal,  by  sending  to  each  a 
similar  letter  with  this,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  your 
readiness  to  do  a  brother  Commissioner  justice,  by 
certificates  that  will  entirely  destroy  the  effect  of  that 
accusation.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  esteem, 
&c*  B.  Franklin. 

Adams  on  this  subject.  M.  de  la  Luzerne,  in  writing"  to  Count  de  Ver? 
gennes  some  months  afterwards,  said,  "  Dr.  Franklin  has  at  last  aroused 
himself  from  the  apathy  with  which  till  now  he  seems  to  have  regarded 
the  attacks  of  his  colleagues.  He  has  sent  to  Congress  the  copy  of 
the  letter,  which  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Adams,  requesting 
these  two  ministers  to  explain  themselves  respecting  a  report,  which  hag" 
gone  abroad,  that  he  did  not  unite  in  procuring  for  the  United  States 
admission  to  the  fisheries,  and  that  he  was  disposed  to  conclude  a  treaty 
of  peace  without  securing  this  advantage  to  the  eastern  States.  Mr. 
Jay,  in  his  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin,  renders  full  justice  to  him  on  this 
point,  and  affirms  in  a  positive  manner,  that  he  concurred  with  a  zeal 
equal  to  his  intelligence  and  experience  in  all  the  articles  of  the  peace." 
—  Philadelphia,  December  1st,  1783.     MS.  Letter. 

A  copy  of  the  correspondence  was  likewise  transmitted  to  Dr.  Cooper; 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  reached  him  in  such  season,  as  to  enable 
him  to  use  it  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  the  erroneous  impression  that 
had  been  made  in  Massachusetts.  Dr.  Cooper  died  on  the  29th  of  J)e* 
cember,  1783. 

*  A  copy  of  the  same  letter  was  sent  to  Mr.  Adams, 
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FROM    JOHN    JAY    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Refutes  the  Charges  contained  in  a  Letter  to  Dr, 
Franklin,  respecting  the  Part  taken  by  the  latter  in 
Regard  to  the  Fisheries, 

Passy,  II  September,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  yesterday, 
and  will  answer  it  explicitly.  I  have  no  reason  what- 
ever to  believe,  that  you  were  averse  to  our  obtaining 
the  full  extent  of  boundary  and  fishery  secured  to  us 
by  the  treaty.  Your  conduct  respecting  them  through- 
out the  negotiation  indicated  a  strong,  a  steady  at- 
tachment to  both  those  objects,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
promoted  the  attainment  of  them. 

I  remember,  that,  in  a  conversation,  which  M.  de 
Rayneval,  the  first  Secretary  of  Count  de  Vergennes, 
had  with  you  and  me,  in  the  summer  of  1782,  you 
contended  for  our  full  right  to  the  fishery,  and  argued 
it  on  various  principles. 

Your  letters  to  me,  when  in  Spain,  considered  our 
territory  as  extending  to  the  Mississippi,  and  expressed 
your  opinion  against  ceding  the  navigation  of  that  riv- 
er, in  very  strong  and  pointed  terms. 

In  short,  Sir,  I  do  not  recollect  the  least  difference 
in  sentiment  between  us  respecting  the  boundaries  or 
fisheries.  On  the  contrary,  we  were  unanimous  and 
united  in  adhering  to  and  insisting  on  them.  Nor  did 
I  perceive  the  least  disposition  in  either  of  us  to  re- 
cede from  our  claims,  or  be  satisfied  with  less  than 
we  obtained.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great 
respect  and  esteem,  &,c. 

John  Jay. 
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TO    JOSIAH    QUINCY. 

Treaty  of  Peace. —  Depreciating  Currency.  —  False 
Charges  of  his  Enemies. 

Passy,  11  September,  1783. 

My  dear  Friend, 

Mr.  Storer  told  me,  not  long  since,  that  you  com- 
plained of  my  not  writing  to  you.  You  had  reason, 
for  I  find  among  your  letters  to  me  two  unanswered. 
The  truth  is,  I  have  had  too  much  business  to  do 
for  the  public,  and  too  little  help  allowed  me,  so  that 
it  became  impossible  for  me  to  keep  up  my  private 
correspondences.  I  promised  myself  more  leisure  when 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  should  be  concluded, 
But  that  it  seems  is  to  be  followed  by  a  treaty  of 
commerce,  which  will  probably  take  up  a  good  deal 
of  time,  and  require  much  attention.  I  seize  this  little 
interim  to  sit  down  and  have  a  little  chat  with  my 
friends  in  America. 

I  lament  with  you  the  many  mischiefs,  the  injustice, 
the  corruption  of  manners,  &c,  that  attended  a  de- 
preciating currency.  It  is  some  consolation  to  me, 
that  I  washed  my  hands  of  that  evil  by  predicting  it 
in  Congress,  and  proposing  means,  that  would  have 
been  effectual  to  prevent  it,  if  they  had  been  adopted. 
Subsequent  operations,  that  I  have  executed,  demon- 
strate that  my  plan  was  practicable ;  but  it  was  unfor- 
tunately rejected.  Considering  all  our  mistakes  and 
mismanagements,  it  is  wonderful  we  have  finished  our 
affairs  so  well,  and  so  soon.  Indeed,  I  am  wrong  in 
using  that  expression,  "ice  have  finished  our  affairs  so 
well."  Our  blunders  have  been  many,  and  they  serve 
to  manifest  the  hand  of  Providence  more  clearly  in 
our  favor;  so  that  we  may  much   more  properly  say, 
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"These  are  thy  doings,  O  Lord,  and  they  are  marvel- 
lous in  our  eyes." 

Mr.  Storer,  whom  you  recommended  to  me,  is  now 
in  England.  He  needed  none  of  the  advice  you  de- 
sired me  to  give  him.  His  behaviour  here  was  un- 
exceptionable, and  he  gained  the  esteem  of  all  that 
knew  him. 

The  epitaph  on  my  dear  and  much  esteemed  young 
friend, *  is  too  well  written  to  be  capable  of  improve^ 
ment  by  any  corrections  of  mine.  Your  moderation 
appears  in  it,  since  the  natural  affection  of  a  parent 
has  not  induced  you  to  exaggerate  his  virtues.  I 
shall  always  mourn  his  loss  with  you,  a  loss  not  easily 
made  up  to  his  country. 

How  differently  constituted  was  his  noble  and  gen- 
erous mind  from  that  of  the  miserable  calumniators 
you  mention.  Having  plenty  of  merit  in  himself,  he 
was  not  jealous  of  the  appearance  of  merit  in  others, 
but  did  justice  to  their  characters  with  as  much 
pleasure  as  these  people  do  injury.  It  is  now  near 
two  years  since  your  friendship  induced  you  to  ac- 
quaint me  with  some  of  their  accusations.  I  guessed 
easily  at  the  quarter  from  whence  they  came ;  but,  con- 
scious of  my  innocence,  and  unwilling  to  disturb  pub- 
lic operations  by  private  resentment  or  contentions,  I 
passed  them  over  in  silence;  and  I  have  not,  till 
within  these  few  days,  taken  the  least  step  towards 
my  vindication.  Informed  that  the  practice  of  abusing 
me  continues,  and  that  some  heavy  charges  are  lately 
made  against  me,  respecting  my  conduct  in  the  treaty, 
written  from  Paris  and  propagated  among  you,  I  have 
demanded  of  all  my  colleagues  that  they  do  me  jus- 
tice, and  I  have  no  doubt  of  receiving  it  from  each  of 
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them.  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  justify  myself 
to  you,  by  answering  the  calumnies  you  mentioned.  I 
knew  you  did  not  believe  them. 

It  was  improbable,  that  I  should  at  this  distance  com- 
bine with  anybody  to  urge  the  redemption  of  the  pa- 
per on  those  unjust  terms,  having  no  interest  in  such 
redemption.  It  was  impossible,  that  I  should  have 
traded  with  the  public  money,  since  I  had  not  traded 
with  any  money,  either  separately  or  jointly  with  any 
other  person,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  value  of  a 
shilling  since  my  being  in  France.  And  the  fishery, 
which  it  was  said  I  had  relinquished,  had  not  then 
come  in  question,  nor  had  I  ever  dropped  a  syllable 
to  that  purpose  in  word  or  writing ;  but  was  always 
firm  in  this  principle,  that,  having  had  a  common  right 
with  the  English  to  the  fisheries  while  connected  with 
that  nation,  and  having  contributed  equally  with  our 
blood  and  treasure  in  conquering  what  had  been  gained 
from  the  French,  we  had  an  undoubted  right,  in 
breaking  up  our  partnership,  to  a  fair  division.  As  to 
the  two  charges  of  age  and  weakness,  I  must  confess 
the  first,  but  I  am  not  quite  so  clear  in  the  latter;  and 
perhaps  my  adversaries  may  find  that  they  presumed 
a  little  too  much  upon  it,  when  they  ventured  to  attack 
me. 

But  enough  of  these  petty  personalities.  I  quit  them 
to  rejoice  with  you,  in  the  peace  God  has  blest  us  with, 
and  in  the  prosperity  it  gives  us  a  prospect  of.  The 
definitive  treaty  was  signed  the  3d  instant.  We  are 
now  friends  with  England  and  with  all  mankind.  May 
we  never  see  another  war,  for  in  my  opinion  there  never 
was  a  good  war,  or  a  bad  peace.  Adieu,  and  believe 
me  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin, 
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FROM    JOHN    ADAMS    TO    B.    FRANKLIN, 

Paris,  13  September,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter,  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  to  me  on  the  10th  of  this  month,  in 
which  you  say  you  have  received  a  letter  from  a  very 
respectable  person  in  America,  containing  the  following 
words,  viz.  "  It  is  confidently  reported,  propagated,  and 
believed  by  some  among  us,  that  the  court  of  France 
was  at  the  bottom  against  our  obtaining  the  fishery 
and  territory  in  that  great  extent,  in  which  both  are 
secured  to  us  by  the  treaty ;  that  our  minister  at  that 
court  favored,  or  did  not  oppose  this  design  against  us, 
and  that  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the  firmness,  sagaci- 
ty, and  disinterestedness  of  Mr.  Adams,  with  whom 
Mr.  Jay  united,  that  we  have  obtained  those  important 
advantages." 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  any  thing  upon  this 
subject,  more  than  to  quote  the  words  which  I  wrote 
in  the  evening  of  the  30th  of  November,  1782,  and 
which  have  been  received  and  read  in  Congress,  viz. 
"As  soon  as  I  arrived  in  Paris,  I  waited  on  Mr.  Jay, 
and  learned  from  him  the  rise  and  progress  of  the 
negotiation.  Nothing  that  has  happened,  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  controversy  in  1761,  has  ever  struck 
me  more  forcibly  or  affected  me  more  intimately,  than 
that  entire  coincidence  of  principles  and  opinion  be- 
tween him  and  me.  In  about  three  days  I  went  out 
to  Passy,  and  spent  the  evening  with  Dr.  Franklin, 
and  entered  largely  into  conversation  with  him  upon 
the  course  and  present  state  of  our  foreign  affairs.  I 
told  him  my  opinion  without  reserve  of  the  policy  of 
this  court,  and  of  the  principles,  wisdom,  and  firmness 
with  which  Mr.  Jay  had  conducted  the  negotiation  in 
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his  sickness  and  my  absence,  and  that  I  was  deter- 
mined to  support  Mr.  Jay  to  the  utmost  of  my  power 
in  pursuit  of  the  same  system.  The  Doctor  heard  me 
patiently  and  said  nothing." 

"The  first  conference  we  had  afterwards  with  Mr. 
Oswald  in  considering  one  point  and  another,  Dr. 
Franklin  turned  to  Mr.  Jay  and  said,  'I  am  of  your 
opinion,  and  will  go  on  with  these  gentlemen  without 
consulting  this  court.'  He  has  accordingly  met  us  in 
most  of  our  conferences,  and  has  gone  on  with  us  in 
entire  harmony  and  unanimity  throughout,  and  has 
been  able  and  useful,  both  by  his  sagacity  and  repu- 
tation, in  the  whole  negotiation."  *  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  very  respectfully,  Sir, 

John  Adams. 


FROM    SIR   JOSEPH    BANKS    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Balloons. 

Soho  Square,  13  September,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  having  it  in  my  power  to  answer  with  precision 
the  numerous  questions,  which  are  asked  me  by  all 
sorts  of  people  concerning  the  aerostatic  experiment, 
which,  such  as  they  may  be,  are  suggested  by  every 
newspaper  now  printed  here,  and  considered  as  a  part 
of  my  duty  to  answer,  is  an  obligation  for  which  I  am 
indebted  to  you,  and  an  obligation  of  no  small  extent. 
I  lament  that  the  vacation  of  the  Royal  Society  will  not 
permit  me  to  lay  your  paper  before  them  as  a  body 

*  For  further  information  on  this  subject,  and  particularly  for  an  ac- 
count of  the  part  taken  by  Dr.  Franklin  in  the  negotiation  before  he 
was  joined  by  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Adams,  see  the  North  American  Review,. 
for  January,  1830,  pp.  15  et  seq. 
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immediately;  but  it  shall  be  the  first  thing  they  see 
when  we  meet  again,  as  the  conciseness  and  intelli- 
gence, with  which  it  is  drawn  up,  preclude  the  hopes 
of  any  thing  more  satisfactory  being  received. 

Most  agreeable  are  the  hopes  you  give  me  of  con- 
tinuing to  communicate  on  this  most  interesting  sub- 
ject. I  consider  the  present  day,  which  has  opened 
a  road  into  the  air,  as  an  epoch,  from  whence  a  rapid 
increase  of  the  stock  of  human  knowledge  must  take 
its  date;  and  that  it  will  have  an  immediate  effect 
upon  the  concerns  of  mankind,  greater  than  any  thing 
since  the  invention  of  shipping,  which  opened  our  way 
upon  the  face  of  the  water  from  land  to  land.  If  the 
rough  effort,  which  has  been  made,  admits  of  the  im- 
provement that  other  sciences  have  received,  we  shall 
see  it  used  as  a  counterpoise  to  absolute  gravity,  and 
a  broad- wheeled  waggon  travelling  with  two  only, 
instead  of  eight  horses,  the  breed  of  that  rival  animal 
in  course  being  diminished,  and  the  human  species 
increased  in  proportion. 

I  have  thought,  as  soon  as  I  return  from  my  pres- 
ent banishment,  of  constructing  one  and  sending  it 
up  for  the  purpose  of  an  electrical  kite,  a  use  to 
which  it  seems  particularly  adapted.  Be  pleased  to 
direct  your  favors  to  Soho  Square;  they  are  sent  to 
me  without  delay  wherever  I  am.  Believe  me,  your 
obliged,  &c.  Joseph  Banks. 
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TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Relations  with  Morocco.  —  Portugal  —  English 

Ministers. 

Passy,  13  September,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  received,  a  few  days  since,  the  private  letter  your 
Excellency  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  of  the' 
13th  of  June.  I  regret  with  you  the  resignation  of 
the  late  Secretary.  Your  present  cares  are  increased 
by  it,  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  a  successor  of 
equal  abilities. 

We  found  no  difficulty  in  deciphering  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress.  The  Commissioners  have  taken  no 
notice  of  it  in  our  public  letter. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  both  the  device  and  work- 
manship of  the  medal  are  approved  with  you,  as  they 
have  the  good  fortune  to  be  by  the  best  judges  on 
this  side  of  the  water.  It  has  been  esteemed  a  well- 
timed,  as  well  as  a  well-merited,  compliment  here,  and 
has  its  good  effects.  Since  the  two  first  which  you 
mention  as  received,  I  have  sent  by  different  oppor- 
tunities so  many,  as  that  every  member  of  Congress 
might  have  one.  I  hope  they  are  come  safe  to  hand 
by  this  time.  I  wrote  a  long  letter  to  Mr.  Livingston 
by  Mr.  Barney,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer,  enclos- 
ing a  copy. 

We  had,  before  signing  the  definitive  treaty,  received 
the  ratification  of  the  preliminary  articles  by  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  exchanged  with  us  by  Mr.  Hartley  for 
that  of  the  Congress.  I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the 
first  and  last  clauses. 

In  a  former  letter,  I  mentioned  the  volunteer  pro- 
ceedings of  a  merchant  at  Alicant,  towards   obtaining 
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a  treaty  between  us  and  the  Emperor  of  Morocco. 
We  have  since  received  a  letter  from  a  person  who 
says,  as  you  will  see  by  the  copy  enclosed,  that  he  is 
sent  by  the  Emperor  to  be  the  bearer  of  his  answer 
to  the  United  States,  and  that  he  is  arrived  in  Spain 
on  his  way  to  Paris.  He  has  not  yet  appeared  here, 
and  we  hardly  know  what  answer  to  give  him.  I 
hope  the  sending  a  minister  to  that  court,  as  recom- 
mended in  my  last,  has  been  taken  into  consideration, 
or  at  least  that  some  instructions  respecting  that  na- 
tion have  been  sent  to  your  minister  in  Spain,  who  is 
better  situated  than  we  are  for  such  a  negotiation. 

The  minister  from  Denmark  often  speaks  to  me 
about  the  proposed  treaty,  of  which  a  copy  went  by 
Mr.  Barney.  No  commission  to  sign  it,  nor  any  in- 
structions from  Congress  relating  to  it,  are  yet  arrived ; 
and,  though  pressed,  I  have  not  ventured  to  do  any 
thing  further  in  the  affair. 

I  forward  herewith  a  letter  to  the  Congress  from 
the  city  of  Hamburg.*  I  understand  that  a  good  dis- 
position towards  us  prevails  there,  which  it  may  be 
well  to  encourage. 

No  answer  has  yet  been  given  me  from  the  court 
of  Portugal,  respecting  the  plan  of  a  treaty  concerted 
between  its  ambassador  here  and  me.  He  has  been 
unwell  and  much  in  the  country,  so  that  I  have  not 
seen  him  lately.  I  suspect  that  the  false  or  exagge- 
rated reports  of  the  distracted  situation  of  our  govern- 
ment, industriously  propagated  throughout  Europe  by 
our  enemies,  have  made  an  impression  in  that  king- 
dom to  our  disadvantage,  and  inclined  them  to  hesi- 
tate in  forming  a  connexion  with  us.  Questions  asked 
me,  and  observations  made  by  several  of  the  foreign 

#  See  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  Vol.  IV.  p.  88. 
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ministers  here,  convince  me,  that  the  idle  stories  of  our 
disunion,  contempt  of  authority,  refusal  to  pay  taxes, 
&c. ;  have  been  too  much  credited,  and  been  very  in- 
jurious to  our  reputation. 

I  sent  before  a  copy  of ,  the  letter  I  wrote  to  the 
Grand  Master  of  Malta,*  with  a  present  of  our  medal. 
With  this  you  will  have  a  copy  of  his  answer.  I  send 
also  a  copy  of  a  note  I  received  from  the  Pope's 
Nuncio. f  He  is  very  civil  on  all  occasions,  and  has 
mentioned  the  possibility  of  an  advantageous  trade 
America  might  have  with  the  Ecclesiastical  State, 
which  he  says  has  two  good  ports,  Civita  Vecchia, 
and  . 

This  court  continues  favorable  to  us.  Count  de 
Vergennes  was  resolute  in  refusing  to  sign  the  defin- 
itive treaty  with  England  before  ours  was  signed.  The 
English  ministers  were  offended,  but  complied.  I  am 
convinced  that  court  will  never  cease  endeavouring  to 
disunite  us.  We  shall,  I  hope,  be  constantly  on  our 
guard  against  those  machinations ;  for  our  safety  con- 
sists in  a  steady  adherence  to  our  friends,  and  our 
reputation  in  a  faithful  regard  to  treaties,  and  in  a 
grateful  conduct  towards  our  benefactors. 

I  send  herewith  sundry  memorials  recommended  to 
my  care  by  Count  de  Vergennes,  viz.  one  respecting 
a  claim  of  Messieurs  Fosters,  of  Bordeaux,  one  of 
M.  Pequet,  and  one  of  M.  Bayard.  The  Congress 
will  take  such  notice  of  them  as  they  shall  think 
proper.  With  great  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  Franklijv. 

*  See  Vol.  IX.  pp.  508,  527.  f  Ibid.  p.  548. 
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FROM    DAVID    HARTLEY    TO    B.  FRANKLIN. 

Concerning  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  England. 

Bath,  24  September,  1783. 

My  dear  Friend, 
I  am  at  present  at  Bath,  with  my  dearest  sister, 
whom  I  have  found  as  well  as  I  could  have  expected, 
and  I  hope  with  reasonable  prospect  of  recovery  in 
time.  I  have  seen  my  friends  in  the  ministry,  and 
hope  things  will  go  on  well ;  with  them  I  am  sure  all 
is  right  and  firm.  The  chief  part  of  the  cabinet  min- 
isters are  out  of  town ;  but  there  will  be  a  full  cabinet 
held  in  a  few  days,  in  which  a  specific  proposition,  in 
the  nature  of  a  temporary  convention,  will  be  given  in 
instructions  to  me,  I  imagine  nearly  upon  the  ground 
of  my  memorial  of  May  19  th,  1783,  which  I  delivered 
to  the  American  ministers,  viz.  "American  ships  not 
to  bring  foreign  manufactures  into  Great  Britain,  nor 
to  trade  directly  between  the  British  West  Indies  and 
Great  Britain;"  all  the  rest  to  be  as  before  the  war. 
I  expect  that  something  to  this  effect  will  be  their 
determination  in  the  affair;  and,  if  it  should  be  so,  I 
shall  hope  not  to  meet  with  difficulty  on  your  parts. 
I  want  to  see  some  specific  beginning.  As  to  any 
further  proposition  respecting  the  trade  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  British  West  Indies,  I  doubt  whether 
any  such  can  be  discussed  before  the  meeting  of  Par- 
liament. I  wish  to  look  forward  not  only  to  the  con- 
tinuation of  peace  between  our  two  countries,  but  to 
the  improvement  of  reconciliation  into  alliance ;  and 
therefore  I  wish  the  two  parties  to  be  disposed  to 
accommodate  each  other,  without  the  strict  account 
by  weights  and  scales,  as  between  aliens  and  strangers, 
actuated  towards  each  other  by  no  other  principle  than 
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cold  and  equalizing  indifference.  Friendly  dispositions 
presumed  have  their  fairest  chance  of  being  realized; 
but,  if  we  should  set  out  presuming  against  them,  the 
good  which  might  have  happened  may  be  prevented. 
Pray  remember  me  to  your  three  colleagues,  and  to 
all  friends.     Yours  ever  most  affectionately, 

D.  Hartley. 

P.  S.     I  have  put  in  a  word  for  our  Quaker  article, 
and  I  hope  with  some  impression. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Enclosing  a  Copy  of  the  Definitive  Treaty. 

Passy,  27  September,  178& 

Sir, 

Mr.  Thaxter,  late  secretary  of  Mr.  Adams,  who  is 
charged  with  all  our  despatches,  that  were  intended  to 
go  by  the  French  packet  boat,  writes  from  L'Orient, 
that,  though  he  arrived  there  two  days  before  the 
time  appointed  for  her  sailing,  he  missed  reaching  her 
by  four  hours;  but  another  light  vessel  was  fitting, 
and  would  sail  the  21st  instant,  in  which  he  hoped  to 
arrive  at  New  York  nearly  as  soon  as  the  packet.  We 
shall  send  duplicates  by  the  next  from  hence. 

In  the  mean  time  I  enclose  a  printed  copy  of  the 
definitive  treaty,  which  I  hear  is  ratified.  Indeed,  we 
have  the  ratification  of  the  preliminaries. 

Mr.  Hartley,  when  he  left  us,  expected  to  return  in 
three  weeks,  in  order  to  proceed  with  us  in  forming 
a  treaty  of  commerce.  The  new  commission,  that  was 
intended  for  us,  is  not  yet  come  to  hand.  With  great 
respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &x. 

B.  Franklin. 
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TO    SIR    EDWARD    NEWENHAM. 

Dungamion  Resolutions.  —  Trade  between  Ireland  and 

America. 

Passy,  2  October,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  just  received  your  very  kind  letter  of  the 
16th  past.  I  rejoice  sincerely  to  hear  of  your  safe 
return  to  your  own  country,  family,  and  friends,  and 
of  the  success  of  your  election. 

It  is  a  pleasing  reflection,  arising  from  the  contem- 
plation of  our  successful  struggle,  and  the  manly,  spir- 
ited, and  unanimous  resolves  at  Dungannon,  that  lib- 
erty, which  some  years  since  appeared  in  danger  of 
extinction,  is  now  regaining  the  ground  she  had  lost, 
that  arbitrary  governments  are  likely  to  become  more 
mild  and  reasonable,  and  to  expire  by  degrees,  giving 
place  to  more  equitable  forms ;  one  of  the  effects  this 
of  the  art  of  printing,  which  diffuses  so  general  a 
light,  augmenting  with  the  growing  day,  and  of  so 
penetrating  a  nature,  that  all  the  window-shutters,  which 
despotism  and  priestcraft  can  oppose  to  keep  it  out, 
prove  insufficient. 

In  answer  to  your  question,  respecting  what  may 
be  necessary  to  fix  a  trade  between  Ireland  and  Amer- 
ica, I  may  acquaint  you  between  ourselves,  that  there 
is  some  truth  in  the  report  you  may  have  heard,  of 
our  desiring  to  know  of  Mr.  Hartley  whether  he  was 
empowered  or  instructed  to  include  Ireland  in  the 
treaty  of  commerce  proposed  to  us,  and  of  his  send- 
ing for  instructions  on  that  head,  which  never  arrived. 
That  treaty  is  yet  open,  may  possibly  be  soon  resum- 
ed; and  it  seems  proper,  that  something  should  be 
contained  in  it  to   prevent  the   doubts  and   misunder- 
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standings  that  may  hereafter  arise  on  the  subject,  and 
secure  to  Ireland  the  same  advantages  in  trade  that 
England  may  obtain.  You  can  best  judge  whether 
some  law  or  resolution  of  your  Parliament  may  not  be 
of  use  towards  gaining  that  point. 

My  grandson  joins  with  me  in  wishes  of  every  kind 
of  felicity  for  you,  Lady  Newenham,  and  all  your 
amiable  family.  God  bless  you,  and  give  success  to 
your  constant  endeavours  for  the  welfare  of  your  coun- 
try. With  true  and  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    THOMAS    BRAND    HOLLIS. 

Eulogium  of  Thomas  Hollis. 

Passy,  5  October,  1783. 

Sir, 
I  received  but  lately  (though  sent  in  June)  your 
most  valuable  present  of  the  Memoirs  of  Thomas  Hol- 
lis, who  was  truly,  as  you  describe  him  in  your  letter, 
"a  good  citizen  of  the  world,  and  a  faithful  friend  of 
America."  America,  too,  is  extremely  sensible  of  his 
benevolence  and  great  beneficence  towards  her,  and 
will  ever  revere  his  memory.  These  volumes  are  a 
proof  of  what  I  have  sometimes  had  occasion  to  say, 
in  encouraging  people  to  undertake  difficult  public 
services,  that  it  is  prodigious  the  quantity  of  good  that 
may  be  done  by  one  man,  if  he  will  make  a  business 
of  it.  It  is  equally  surprising  to  think  of  the  very  lit- 
tle that  is  done  by  many;  for,  such  is  the  general 
frivolity  of  employments  and  amusements  of  the  rank 
we  call  gentlemen,  that  every  century  may  have  seen 
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three  successions  of  a  set  of  a  thousand  each,  in  every 
kingdom  of  Europe,  (gentlemen  too,  of  equal  or  supe- 
rior fortune,)  no  one  of  which  sets,  in  the  course  of 
their  lives,  has  done  the  good  effected  by  this  man 
alone!  Good,  not  only  to  his  own  nation,  and  to  his 
contemporaries,  but  to  distant  countries,  and  to  late 
posterity;  for  such  must  be  the  effect  of  his  multi- 
plying and  distributing  copies  of  the  works  of  our  best 
English  writers,  on  subjects  the  most  important  to  the 
welfare  of  society. 

I  knew  him  personally  but  little.  I  sometimes  met 
with  him  at  the  Royal  Society  and  the  Society  of 
Arts ;  but  he  appeared  shy  of  my  acquaintance,  though 
he  often  sent  me  valuable  presents,  such  as  Hamilton's 
Works,*  Sidney's  Works,  &x.,  which  are  now  among 
the  most  precious  ornaments  of  my  library.  We  might 
possibly,  if  we  had  been  more  intimate,  have  concert- 
ed some  useful  operations  together;  but  he  loved  to 
do  his  good  alone  and  secretly ;  and  I  find  besides,  in 
perusing  these  Memoirs,  that  I  was  a  doubtful  charac- 
ter with  him.  I  do  not  respect  him  less  for  his  error; 
and  I  am  obliged  to  the  editors  for  the  justice  they 
have  done  me.  They  have  made  a  little  mistake  in 
page  400,  where  a  letter,  which  appeared  in  a  Lon- 
don paper,  January  7th,  1768,  is  said  to  have  been 
written  by  Mr.  Adams.  It  was  written  by  me,  and  is 
reprinted  in  Mr.  Vaughan's  Collection  of  my  Political 
Pieces,  p.  231.  This  erratum  is  of  no  great  impor- 
tance, but  may  be  corrected  in  a  future  edition. 

I  see  Mr.  Hollis  had  a  collection  of  curious  medals. 


*  There  is  here  probably  a  fault  of  memory  in  regard  to  the  name 
of  the  author;  or  perhaps  an  error  of  the  press.  The  work  alluded  to, 
may  have  been  "  Toland's  Life  of  Milton,"  an  elegant  edition  of  which 
was  published  by  Thomas  Hollis, 
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If  he  had  been  still  living,  I  should  certainly  have 
sent  him  one  of  the  medals  that  I  have  caused  to 
be  struck  here.  I  think  the  countenance  of  my  Lib- 
erty would  have  pleased  him.  I  suppose  you  possess 
the  collection,  and  have  the  same  taste.  I  beg  you 
therefore  to  accept  of  one  of  these  medals  as  a  mark 
of  my  respect,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  sincere 
esteem,  &x,  B.  Franklin. 


FROM    THE    COUNT    DE    BRUHL    TO    B.    FRANKLIN.* 

Petworth,  10  October,  1783. 

Sir, 
I  was  very  much  flattered  with  the  letter  I  had  the 
pleasure   to   receive   from   your  Excellency  by  means 
of  the  ingenious  M.  de  Kempel's  arrival  in  this  coun- 
try.!    The  favorable  opinion  you  entertain  of  his  tal- 

*  Count  de  Bruh]  was  the  minister  of  the  Elector  of  Saxony  to  the 
court  of  Great  Britain. 

f  Kempel,  the  celebrated  inventor  of  the  Automaton  Chess-player,  was 
introduced  to  Dr.  Franklin  by  letters  from  Vienna.  M.  Valltravers  wrote 
to  him  ;  "  The  occasion  of  this  letter  is  furnished  me  by  a  very  ingenious 
gentleman,  M.  Kempel,  counsellor  of  his  Imperial  Majesty's  finances  for 
the  kingdom  of  Hungary,  who,  on  a  furlough  obtained  for  two  years?  is 
ready  to  set  out  for  Paris,  Brussels,  and  England,  attended  by  his  whole 
fan?ily,  his  lady,  two  sons,  and  two  daughters ;  not  only  to  satisfy  his  own 
curiosity,  but  also  in  a  great  measure  that  of  the  public.  Endowed  with 
a  peculiar  taste  and  genius  for  mechanical  inventions  and  improvements, 
for  which  he  sees  no  manner  of  encouragement  in  these  parts,  he  means 
to  impart  several  of  his  most  important  discoveries  and  experiments 
wherever  they  shall  be  best  received  and  rewarded.  As  an  amusing 
specimen  of  his  skill  in  mechanics,  and  as  a  means  at  the  same  time  of 
supporting  his  travelling  charges,  he  intends  to  exhibit  the  figure  of  a 
Turk  playing  at  chess  with  any  player ;  and  answering,  by  pointing  at 
the  letters  of  an  alphabet,  any  question  made  to  him.  I  saw  him  play 
twice  without  discovering  his  intelligent  director  anywhere  in  or  about 
him.  If  there  were  nothing  but  the  organization  of  his  arm,  hand,  and 
fingers,  besides  the  motions  of  his  head,  that  alone  would  entitle  him 
to  no  small  admiration. 

"Besides  his  chess-player,  M,  Kempel  has  amused  himself  with  form- 
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ents  is  alone  sufficient  to  convince  me  of  their  extent 
and  usefulness.  I  cannot  find  words  to  express  the 
gratitude  I  feel  for  the  honor  of  your  remembrance. 
I  shall,  therefore,  only  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that  it 
will  be  the  pride  of  my  life  to  have  been  noticed  by 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  characters  of  the  age, 
and  I  shall  endeavour,  upon  all  occasions,  to  contribute 
my  small  mite  of  admiration  to  the  universal  applause, 
which  your  eminent  qualities,  as  a  philosopher  and  a 
politician,  are  so  well  entitled  to.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  &c. 

The  Count  de  Bruhl. 


ing  the  figure  of  a  child,  uttering  the  first  articulate  sounds  of  elocu- 
tion. Of  these  I  have  heard  it  pronounce  distinctly  upwards  of  thirty 
words  and  phrases.  There  remain  but  five  or  six  letters  of  the  alpha- 
bet, the  expression  of  which  he  intends  to  complete  at  Paris." —  Vienna, 
December  24th,  1782. 

Chess  was  a  favorite  amusement  with  Dr.  Franklin,  and  one  of  his 
best  papers  is  written  on  that  subject.  See  Vol.  II.  p.  187.  He  was 
pleased  with  the  performance  of  the  automaton.  In  a  short  letter,  soon 
after  his  arrival  in  Paris,  M.  Kempel  said  to  him ;  "  If  I  have  not,  im- 
mediately on  my  return  from  Versailles,  renewed  my  request,  that  you 
will  be  present  at  a  representation  of  my  automaton  chess-player,  it  was 
only  to  gain  a  few  days  in  which  I  might  make  some  progress  in  another 
very  interesting  machine,  upon  which  I  have  been  employed,  and  which 
I  wish  you  to  see  at  the  same  time."  This  machine  was  probably  the 
speaking  figure  mentioned  by  Mr.  Valltravers. 

The  inventor's  name  occurs  with  a  various  orthography,  as  Kempelen, 
Kemple,  Kempl,  but  his  autograph  is  Kempel. 
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FROM    SAMUEL    COOPER   TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Impost  of  Five  per  Cent  agreed  to  by  the  Legislature 

of  Massachusetts. 

Boston,  16  October,  1783. 

Sir, 

The  consul  general  of  France  kindly  informing  me, 
that  a  vessel  was  on  the  point  of  sailing  for  Brest,  I 
have  only  a  moment  to  inform  you,  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  this  State  have  this  moment  passed 
an  act  for  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  goods  im- 
ported, for  paying  the  interest  of  our  national  debt,  ac- 
cording to  the  requisition  of  Congress.  This  measure 
has  met  with  uncommon  opposition  here.  Congress 
having  voted  to  the  officers  of  the  army  five  years' 
whole  pay  after  the  war,  instead  of  half-pay  for  life,  a 
great  popular  disgust  took  place  in  the  New  England 
States.  At  the  beginning  of  the  present  session  of  the 
General  Court,  a  great  majority  of  the  Lower  House 
were  warmly  determined  against  granting  the  impost 
to  Congress,  knowing  that  part  of  it  would  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  officers.  Near  forty  towTns  in 
this  State  had  expressly  instructed  their  representa- 
tives against  such  an  impost.  The  Senate,  however, 
judging  more  wisely,  were  almost  unanimous  in  favor 
of  it.  Both  Houses  remained  firm  in  their  opinion, 
and  it  was  concluded  nothing  could  be  done  on  this 
business,  at  least  in  the  present  session. 

At  this  juncture,  the  Governor,  who  had  before,  in 
his  speech  to  both  Houses  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Court,  endeavoured  to  impress  them  with  the  impor- 
tance of  supporting  public  credit,  made  a  second  ad- 
dress to  them,  of  the  same  import.  It  produced  a 
conference  between  both  Houses,  and  the  effect  of 
all  has  been  a  decision  in  the  House  of  Representa- 

VOL.   X.  4  c 
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tives  in  favor  of  the  impost.  The  Senate  will  no 
doubt  concur,  and  the  Governor  will  give  his  consent 
immediately.  The  struggle  has  been  hard ;  seventy- 
five  against  sixty-eight.  I  hope  the  other  States  will 
come  into  the  same  measure,  and  lay  a  foundation  for 
the  support  of  our  national  credit. 

We  have  yet  no  account  of  the  conclusion  of  the 
definitive  treaty.  The  vessel  waiting  for  this  letter,  I 
have  only  time  to  subscribe  myself  most  respectfully 
and  affectionately  yours, 

Samuel  Cooper. 


TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

Passy,  16  October,  1783. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  have  nothing  material  to  write  to  you  respecting 
public  affairs;  but  I  cannot  let  Mr.  Adams,  who  will 
see  you,  go  without  a  line  to  inquire  after  your  wel- 
fare, to  inform  you  of  mine,  and  assure  you  of  my 
constant  respect  and  attachment. 

I  think  with  you,  that  your  Quaker  article  is  a  good 
one,  and  that  men  will  in  time  have  sense  enough  to 
adopt  it,  but  I  fear  that  time  is  not  yet  come. 

What  would  you  think  of  a  proposition,  if  I  should 
make  it,  of  a  compact  between  England,  France,  and 
America?  America  would  be  as  happy  as  the  Sabine 
girls,  if  she  could  be  the  means  of  uniting  in  per- 
petual peace  her  father  and  her  husband.  What  re- 
peated follies  are  those  repeated  wars!  You  do  not 
want  to  conquer  and  govern  one  another.  Why  then 
should  you  be  continually  employed  in  injuring  and 
destroying  one  another?  How  many  excellent  things 
might  have  been  done  to  promote  the  internal  welfare 
of  each  country ;  what  bridges,  roads,  canals,  and  other 
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useful  public  works  and  institutions,  tending  to  the 
common  felicity,  might  have  been  made  and  estab- 
lished with  the  money  and  men  foolishly  spent  during 
the  last  seven  centuries  by  our  mad  wars  in  doing  one 
another  mischief!  You  are  near  neighbours,  and  each 
have  very  respectable  qualities.  Learn  to  be  quiet  and 
to  respect  each  other's  rights.  You  are  all  Christians. 
One  is  The  Most  Christian  King,  and  the  other  De- 
fender of  the  Faith.  Manifest  the  propriety  of  these 
titles  by  your  future  conduct.  "  By  this,"  says  Christ, 
"shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye 
love  one  another."  "  Seek  peace,  and  ensue  it."  Adieu. 
Yours,  &c, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

Passy,  22  October,  1783. 

I  received  my  dear  friend's  kind  letter  of  the  4th 
instant  from  Bath  with  your  proposed  temporary  con- 
vention, which  you  desire  me  to  show  to  my  colleagues. 
They  are  both  by  this  time  in  London,  where  you 
will  undoubtedly  see  and  converse  with  them  on  the 
subject.  The  apprehension  you  mention,  that  the  ce- 
ment of  the  confederation  may  be  annihilated,  &c., 
has  not,  I  think,  any  foundation.  There  is  sense 
enough  in  America  to  take  care  of  their  own  china 
vase.  I  see  much  in  your  papers  about  our  divisions 
and  distractions,  but  I  hear  little  of  them  from  Amer- 
ica ;  and  I  know  that  most  of  the  letters,  said  to  come 
from  there  with  such  accounts,  are  mere  London  fic- 
tions. I  will  consider  attentively  the  proposition  above 
mentioned,  against  the  return  of  my  colleagues,  when 
I  hope  our  commission  will  have  arrived. 

I  rejoice   to   hear  that   your   dear   sister's   recovery 


28  FRANKLIN'S    WRITINGS.  [Mt.77. 

advances,  and  that  your  brother  is  well.  Please  to 
present  my  affectionate  respects  to  them,  and  believe 
me  ever  yours,  &x. 

B.  Franklin, 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Financial  Difficulties  of  France.  —  Sweden,  Denmark, 

Portugal. 

Passy,  1  November,  1783. 

Sir, 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  my  last,  which  went  by  the 
English  packet.  I  heard  after  I  wrote  it,  that,  the 
French  packet  putting  back  by  contrary  winds,  Mr. 
Thaxter  had  an  opportunity  of  getting  on  board  her, 
and  that  she  sailed  the  26th  of  September. 

The  mentioned  new  commission  is  not  yet  come  to 
hand.  Mr.  Hartley  is  not  returned,  and  I  hear  will 
stay  for  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  which  is  to  be  the 
11th  instant,  and  he  will  not  come  hither  till  the  re- 
cess for  the  Christmas  holidays.  Mr.  Jay  went  to 
England  about  three  weeks  since  on  some  personal 
affairs ;  and  Mr.  Adams  followed  last  week  to  see  that 
country,  and  take  some  exercise  during  this  vacancy 
of  business. 

This  court  is  now  at  Fontainebleau,  but  will  return  to 
Versailles  in  a  few  days.  Its  good  disposition  towards 
us  continues.  The  late  failure  of  payment  in  the  Caisse 
d'Escompte,  an  institution  similar  to  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, occasioned  partly  by  its  having  gone  too  far  in 
assisting  the  government  with  money,  and  the  inabili- 
ty of  the  government  to  support  their  credit,  though 
extremely  desirous  of  doing  it,  is  a  fresh  proof  that 
our  not  obtaining  a   further  loan  was  not  occasioned 
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by  want  of  good  will  to  assist  us,  as  some  have 
unjustly  supposed,  but  by  a  real  want  of  the  means. 
Money  is  at  present  unaccountably  scarce  here ;  what 
is  arrived  and  expected  in  Spain  since  the  peace,  it 
is  thought,  will  set  things  right.  The  government  has 
proposed  a  second  lottery  for  this  year,  by  which  they 
borrow  twenty-four  millions,  and  it  is  filled  readily. 
This  helps,  and  the  Caisse  d'Escompte  goes  on  again 
with  its  operations ;  but  it  is  said  the  interest  paid  by 
the  lottery  plan  is  nearly  seven  per  cent. 

I  have  received  the  duplicates  of  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  15th  of  July,  to  the  Commissioners,  which 
is  very  satisfactory,  though  it  came  to  hand  but  lately. 
The  first,  sent  via  New  York,  has  not  yet  appeared.  I 
have  sent  copies  of  it  to  the  Hague  and  Madrid.  The 
substance  is  published  in  several  papers. 

I  have  acquainted  the  minister  of  Sweden,  that  I 
have  received  the  ratification  of  the  treaty ;  and  he  has 
written  to  me,  that  he  shall  be  in  town  in  a  few  days, 
when  he  will  make  the  exchange.  The  conclusion  of 
the  Danish  treaty  waits  only  for  the  commission  and  in- 
structions from  Congress.  The  ambassador  of  Portu- 
gal informed  me  lately,  that  his  court  had  our  pro- 
posed plan  under  consideration,  and  that  we  should 
soon  hear  from  them.  I  sent  it  to  Congress  by  Bar- 
ney, and  hear  the  ship  is  arrived.  A  commission  and 
instructions  will  be  wanting  for  that  also,  should  -the 
Congress  be  disposed  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  that 
nation. 

I  see  by  the  public  prints  that  the  Congress  have 
ratified  the  contract  I  made  with  the  minister  here, 
respecting  the  loans  and  aids  we  had  received;  but 
the  ratification  itself,  though  directed  to  be  sent  me, 
has  never  come  to  hand,  and  I  am  often  asked  for  it. 
I  beg  it  may  be  forwarded  by  the  first  opportunity. 
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There  has  been  with  me  lately  M.  Pierre  du  Calvet, 
a  merchant  of  Montreal,  who,  when  our  army  was  in 
Canada,  furnished  our  generals  and  officers  with  many 
things  they  wanted,  taking  their  receipts  and  promis- 
sory notes  for  payment ;  and,  when  the  English  repos- 
sessed the  country,  he  wTas  imprisoned,  and  his  estate 
seized,  on  account  of  the  services  he  had  rendered 
us.  He  has  shown  me  the  originals  of  his  papers, 
which  I  think  are  genuine.  He  produced  also  a  quan- 
tity of  Congress  paper,  which  he  says  he  received  in 
payment  for  some  of  the  supplies,  and  which  appear- 
ed to  me  of  our  first  emissions,  and  yet  all  fresh  and 
clean,  as  having  passed  through  no  other  hands. 
When  he  was  discharged  from  prison,  he  could  not 
obtain  permission  to  go  into  the  United  States  to  claim 
the  debt,  but  was  allowed  to  go  to  England;  and 
from  thence  he  came  hither  to  solicit  payment  from 
me.  Having  no  authority  to  meddle  with  such  debts, 
and  the  sum  being  considerable,  I  refused,  and  advised 
him  to  take  passage  for  America,  and  make  his  appli- 
cation to  Congress.  He  said  he  was  grown  old,  much 
broken  and  weakened  by  near  three  years'  imprison- 
ment, and  that  the  voyage  from  Canada  to  London  had 
like  to  have  been  too  much  for  him,  he  being  sick  all 
the  way ;  so  that  he  could  not  think  of  another,  though 
distressed  for  want  of  his  money.  He  appears  an 
honest  man,  and  his  case  a  hard  one.  I  have  there- 
fore undertaken  to  forward  his  papers,  and  I  beg  leave 
to  recommend  them  to  the  speedy  consideration  of 
Congress,  to  whom  I  request  you  would  be  pleased  to 
present  my  dutiful  respects,  and  assure  them  of  my 
most  faithful  services.  With  great  esteem  and  regard, 
&c.  B.  Franklin. 
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FROM    GIACOMO    F.    CROCCO    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Cadiz,  25  November,  1783. 

Sir, 

On  the  15th  of  July  last,  I  had  the  honor  to  acquaint 
your  Excellency  of  my  arrival  in  Europe,  and  that  I 
was  appointed  by  his  Majesty,  the  Emperor  of  Moroc- 
co, bearer  of  the  answer  to  the  Congress,  Sovereign 
of  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  North  America,  and 
that,  according  to  my  instructions,  I  was  to  meet  at 
Paris  the  ambassador*  that  would  be  appointed  by  the 
Congress,  to  sign  at  the  Court  of  Morocco  the  treaty 
of  peace  and  commerce,  agreeably  to  the  proposals 
made  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  by  Robert  Montgomery, 
in  his  letter  dated  at  Alicant,  the  4th  of  January,  1783. 
Since  I  have  been  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  where  I 
had  some  commissions  from  the  Emperor,  and  to  see 
the  execution  of  them,  I  came  to  this  place,  from  whence 
I  intend  to  embark  in  three  or  four  months  for  Barba- 
ry,  unless  in  the  mean  time  I  should  receive  an  answer 
from  your  Excellency,  with  orders,  that  Mr.  Richard 
Harrison  should  give  me  for  my  travelling  charges  fif- 
teen hundred  hard  dollars,  although  the  courts  of  Eu- 
rope are  accustomed  to  allow  the  ministers  of  my  mas- 
ter at  the  rate  of  ten  pounds  sterling  per  day,  while 
they  are  in  Europe,  to  defray  their  expenses,  besides 
presents  for  their  good  offices  in  those  important  affairs. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  at  my 
solicitation  to  agree,  at  the  request  of  Congress,  to  grant 
them  a  treaty  of  peace  (which  other  powers  in  Europe 
could  not  obtain  but  after  many  years),  and  my  return, 
without  the  full  execution  of  his  commands,  I  appre- 
hend may  for  ever  indispose  him  against  the  United 
Provinces.     I  remain  most  truly,  Sir,  &c. 

Giacomo  F.  Crocco. 
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FROM    SIR   JOSEPH    BANKS    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Jlscent  of  a  Balloon. 

Soho  Square,  28  November,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  in  truth  much  indebted  to  you  for  the  favor 
you  have  done  me  in  transmitting  the  copy  of  the 
proces  verbal  on  Montgolfier's  experiment,  which  I 
have  this  moment  received.  The  experiment  becomes 
now  interesting  in  no  small  degree.  I  laughed  when 
balloons,  of  scarce  more  importance  than  soap  bubbles, 
occupied  the  attention  of  France;  but  when  men  can 
with  safety  pass  and  do  pass  more  than  five  miles  in 
the  first  experiment,  I  begin  to  fancy  that  I  espy  the 
hand  of  the  master  in  the  education  of  the  infant  of 
knowledge,  which  so  speedily  attains  such  a  degree  of 
maturity,  and  do  not  scruple  to  guess  that  my  old  friend, 
who  used  to  assist  me  when  I  was  younger,  has  had 
some  share  in  the  success  of  this  enterprise. 

On  Tuesday  last  a  miserable  taffeta  balloon  was  let 
loose  here  under  the  direction  of  a  Mr.  Zambeccari,  an 
Italian  nobleman,  as  I  hear.  It  was  ten  feet  in  diameter, 
and  filled  with  inflammable  air  made  from  the  filings  of 
iron  and  vitriolic  acid.  The  silk  was  oiled,  the  seams 
covered  with  tar,  and  the  outside  gilt.  It  had  been 
shown  for  several  days  floating  about  in  a  public  room, 
at  a  shilling  for  the  sight,  and  half  a  crown  for  the 
admission  when  it  should  be  let  loose. 

The  day  was  fine ;  the  wind  a  gentle  breeze  from 
the  north.  At  a  few  minutes  after  one  o'clock  it  set 
out,  and  before  night  fell  at  a  small  village  near  Pet- 
worth  in  Sussex,  having  run  over  about  forty-eight  miles 
of  country.  The  countryman,  who  first  saw  it,  ob- 
served it  in  its  descent.     It  appeared  at  first  small,  and, 


Mt.77.]  correspondence.  33 

increasing  fast,  surprised  him  so  much  that  he  ran 
away.  He  returned,  however,  and  found  it  burst  by 
the  expansion  of  the  contained   fluid. 

I  wish  I  had  somewhat  more  interesting  to  tell  you 
of,  but  I  am  this  moment  risen  from  the  dinner,  which 
I  annually  give  to  the  auditors  of  the  treasurer's  ac- 
count. I  would  not  delay  my  thanks  to  you,  and  I 
trust  you  will  make  some  allowance  for  the  effects  of 
the  festivities  of  the  day,  which  have,  I  fear,  cramped 
my  accuracy ;  but  I  can  assure  you  they  have  not  di- 
minished the  real  gratitude,  with  which  I  declare  my- 
self your  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

Joseph  Banks. 


TO    WILLIAM    CARMICHAEL. 

Proposed  Treaty  with  Morocco. 

Passy,  15  December,  1783. 

My  dear  Friend, 
I  am  much  concerned  to  find  by  your  letter  to  my 
grandson,  that  you  are  hurt  by  my  long  silence,  and 
that  you  ascribe  it  to  a  supposed  diminution  of  my 
friendship.  Believe  me,  that  is  by  no  means  the  case ; 
but  I  am  too  much  harassed  by  a  variety  of  corre- 
spondence, together  with  gout  and  gravel,  which  induce 
me  to  postpone  doing  what  I  often  fully  intend  to  do, 
and  particularly  writing,  where  the  urgent  necessity  of 
business  does  not  seem  to  require  its  being  done  im- 
mediately, my  sitting  too  much  at  the  desk  having  al- 
ready almost  killed  me ;  besides,  since  Mr.  Jay's  resi- 
dence here,  I  imagined  he  might  keep  you  fully  inform- 
ed of  what  was  material  for  you  to  know ;  and  I  beg  you 
to  be  assured  of  my  constant  and  sincere  esteem  and 
affection. 
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I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  been  informed,  that 
a  Mr.  Montgomery,  who  lives  at  Alicant,  took  upon  him- 
self (for  I  think  he  had  no  authority)  to  make  over- 
tures last  winter,  in  behalf  of  our  States,  towards  a 
treaty  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco.  In  consequence 
of  his  proceedings  I  received  a  letter  in  August  from 
a  person,  who  acquainted  me,  that  he  was  arrived  in 
Spain  by  the  Emperor's  order,  and  was  to  come  to 
Paris,  there  to  receive  and  conduct  to  Morocco  the 
minister  of  Congress  appointed  to  make  that  treaty, 
intimating  at  the  same  time  an  expectation  of  money 
to  defray  his  expenses.  I  communicated  the  letter  to 
Mr.  Jay.  The  conduct  of  Mr.  Montgomery  appeared 
to  us  very  extraordinary  and  irregular;  and  the  idea 
of  a  messenger  from  Morocco  coming  to  Paris  to  meet 
and  conduct  a  minister  of  Congress,  appearing  absurd 
and  extravagant,  as  well  as  the  demand  of  money  by 
a  person  unknown,  I  made  no  answer  to  the  letter; 
and  I  know  not  whether  Mr.  Jay  made  any  to  Mr. 
Montgomery,  who  wrote  about  the  same  time.  But  I 
have  lately  received  another  letter  from  the  same  per- 
son, a  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  together  with  my  an- 
swer open  for  your  perusal,  and  it  is  submitted  to  your 
discretion  whether  to  forward  it  or  not.  The  Mr. 
Crocco,  who  writes  to  me,  having  been,  as  he  says, 
at  Madrid,  you  possibly  may  know  more  of  him  than 
I  can,  and  judge  whether  he  is  really  a  person  in  credit 
with  the  Emperor,  and  sent  as  he  pretends  to  be,  or 
not  rather  an  Escroc,  as  the  French  call  cheats  and 
impostors. 

I  would  not  be  wanting  in  any  thing  proper  for  me 
to  do  towards  keeping  that  Prince  in  good  humor  with 
us,  till  the  pleasure  of  Congress  is  known,  and  there- 
fore would  answer  Mr.  Crocco,  if  he  be  in  his  employ ; 
but  am  loth  to  commit  myself  in  correspondence  with 
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a  fripon.  It  will  be  strange,  if,  being  at  Madrid,  he 
did  not  address  himself  to  you.  With  great  and  unal- 
terable regard,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most 

affectionately, 

B.  Frajvklin. 


TO    GIACOMO    FRANCESCO    CROCCO, 

Paris,   15  December,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  just  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor 
of  writing  to  me  the  25th  past.  I  did  indeed  receive 
your  former  letter  of  July,  but,  being  totally  a  stranger 
to  the  mentioned  proceedings  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  and 
having  no  orders  from  Congress  on  the  subject,  I  knew 
not  how  to  give  you  any  satisfactory  answer,  till  I 
should  receive  further  information ;  and  I  communicated 
your  letter  to  Mr.  Jay,  minister  of  the  United  States 
for  Spain,  in  whose  district  Mr.  Montgomery  is,  and 
who  is  more  at  hand  than  I  am  for  commencing  that 
negotiation. 

Mr.  Jay,  who  is  at  present  in  England,  has  possibly 
written  to  you,  though  his  letter  may  have  miscarried, 
to  acquaint  you,  that  Mr.  Montgomery  had  probably 
no  authority  from  Congress  to  take  the  step  he  has 
done,  and  that  it  was  not  likely,  that  they,  desiring  to 
make  a  treaty  with  the  Emperor,  would  think  of  putting 
his  Majesty  to  the  trouble  of  sending  a  person  to  Paris 
to  receive  and  conduct  their  minister,  since  they  have 
ships,  and  could  easily  land  him  at  Cadiz,  or  present 
him  at  one  of  the  Emperor's  ports.  We  have,  how- 
ever, written  to  Congress,  acquainting  them  with  what 
we  had  been  informed  of,  the  good  and  favorable  dis- 
position of  his  Imperial  Majesty  to  enter  into  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  United  States;  and 
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we  have  no  doubt  but  that,  as  soon  as  their  affairs  are 
a  little  settled,  which,  by  so  severe  a  war  carried  on  in 
the  bowels  of  their  country  by  one  of  the  most  power- 
ful nations  of  Europe,  have  necessarily  been  much  de- 
ranged, they  will  readily  manifest  equally  good  dispo- 
sitions, and  take  all  the  proper  steps  to  cultivate  and 
secure  the  friendship  of  a  monarch,  whose  character  I 
know  they  have  long  esteemed  and  respected.  I  am, 
Sir,  &c.  B.  Franklin. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 


American  Commissioners.  —  Signing   of  the   Definitive 
Treaties.  —  British  Court.  —  American  Constitutions 
published  in  the  French  Language.  —  Treaties  with 
European  Powers.  —  Paul  Jones. 

Passy,  ^5  December,  1783. 

Sir, 

Not  having  heard  of  the  appointment  of  a  new  sec- 
retary for  foreign  affairs,  I  take  the  liberty  of  address- 
ing this  despatch  directly  to  your  Excellency.  I  re- 
ceived by  Captain  Barney  a  letter  from  the  late  Presi- 
dent, directed  to  the  Commissioners,  dated  November 
the  1st,  with  a  set  of  instructions,  dated  the  29th  of 
October,  a  resolution  of  the  same  date  respecting  Ham- 
burg, and  another  of  the  1st  of  November,  relating  to 
Captain  Paul  Jones,  all  which  will  be  duly  regarded. 

Captain  Jones,  in  passing  through  England,  commu- 
nicated these  papers  to  Mr.  Adams,  then  at  London. 
Mr.  Adams,  disappointed  in  not  finding  among  them 
the  commission  we  had  been  made  to  expect,  empow- 
ering us  to  make  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  England, 
wrote  to  me,  that  he  imagined  it  might  be  contained  in 
a  packet   that  was   directed  to  me,  and   requested  to 


Mr.  77.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  37 

be  immediately  informed ;  adding,  that,  in  case  no  such 
commission  was  come,  he  should  depart  directly  for 
Holland ;  so  I  suppose  he  is  now  there.  Mr.  Laurens 
is  gone  to  England,  with  an  intention  of  embarking 
soon  for  America.  Mr.  Jay  is  at  Bath,  but  expected 
here  daily.  The  English  ministers,  the  Duke  of  Man- 
chester and  Mr.  Hartley,  are  both  at  present  in  Par- 
liament. As  soon  as  either  of  them  returns,  we  shall 
endeavour  to  obtain  an  additional  article  to  the  treaty, 
explaining   that  mentioned  in  the  instructions. 

The  affairs  of  Ireland  are  still  unsettled.  The  Par- 
liament and  volunteers  are  at  variance ;  the  latter  are 
uneasy,  that,  in  the  late  negotiations  for  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce between  England  and  America,  the  British  min- 
isters had  made  no  mention  of  Ireland,  and  they  seem 
to  desire  a  separate  treaty  of  commerce  between  Amer* 
ica  and  that  kingdom. 

It  was  certainly  disagreeable  to  the  English  ministers, 
that  all  their  treaties  for  peace  were  carried  on  under 
the  eye  of  the  French  court.  This  began  to  appear 
towards  the  conclusion,  when  Mr.  Hartley  refused  going 
to  Versailles,  to  sign  there  with  the  other  powers  our 
definitive  treaty,  and  insisted  on  its  being  done  at  Paris, 
which  we  in  good  humor  complied  with,  but  at  an  ear- 
lier hour,  that  we  might  have  time  to  acquaint  Count 
de  Vergennes  before  he  was  to  sign  with  the  Duke 
of  Manchester. 

The  Dutch  definitive  treaty  was  not  then  ready,  and 
the  British  court  now  insists  on  finishing  it  either  at 
London  or  the  Hague.  If,  therefore,  the  commission 
to  us,  which  has  been  so  long  delayed,  is  still  intended, 
perhaps  it  will  be  well  to  instruct  us  to  treat  either 
here  or  at  London,  as  we  may  find  most  convenient. 

The  treaty  may  be  conducted,  even  there,  in  con- 
cert and  in  the  confidence  of  communication  with  the 
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ministers  of  our  friends,  whose  advice  may  be  of  use 
to  us. 

With  respect  to  the  British  court,  we  should,  I  think, 
be  constantly  upon  our  guard,  and  impress  strongly 
upon  our  minds,  that,  though  it  has  made  peace  with 
us,  it  is  not  in  truth  reconciled  either  to  us,  or  to  its 
loss  of  us,  but  still  flatters  itself  with  hopes,  that  some 
change  in  the  affairs  of  Europe,  or  some  disunion  among 
ourselves,  may  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  recovering 
their  dominion,  punishing  those  who  have  most  offend- 
ed,  and  securing  our  future  dependence.  It  is  easy 
to  see  by  the  general  turn  of  the  ministerial  newspa- 
pers (light  things,  indeed,  as  straws  and  feathers,  but 
like  them  they  show  which  way  the  wind  blows),  and 
by  the  malignant  improvement  their  ministers  make, 
in  all  the  foreign  courts,  of  every  little  accident  or  dis- 
sension among  us,  the  riot  of  a  few  soldiers  at  Phila- 
delphia, the  resolves  of  some  town  meetings,  the  re- 
luctance to  pay  taxes,  &c,  all  which  are  exaggerated, 
to  represent  our  government  as  so  many  anarchies,  of 
which  the  people  themselves  are  weary,  and  the  Con- 
gress as  having  lost  its  influence,  being  no  longer  re- 
spected ;  I  say  it  is  easy  to  see  from  this  conduct,  that 
they  bear  us  no  good  will,  and  that  they  wish  the 
reality  of  what  they  are  pleased  to  imagine.  They 
have,  too,  a  numerous  royal  progeny  to  provide  for, 
some  of  whom  are  educated  in  the  military  line.  In 
these  circumstances  we  cannot  be  too  careful  to  pre- 
serve the  friendships  we  have  acquired  abroad,  and  the 
union  we  have  established  at  home,  to  secure  our  credit 
by  a  punctual  discharge  of  our  obligations  of  every  kind, 
and  our  reputation  by  the  wisdom  of  our  councils ; 
since  we  know  not  how  soon  we  may  have  a  fresh 
pccasion  for  friends,  for  credit,  and  for  reputation, 
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The  extravagant  misrepresentations  of  our  political 
state  in  foreign  countries,  made  it  appear  necessary  to 
give  them  better  information,  which  I  thought  could 
not  be  more  effectually  and  authentically  done,  than 
by  publishing  a  translation  into  French,  now  the  most 
general  language  in  Europe,  of  the  book  of  Constitu- 
tions, which  had  been  printed  by  order  of  Congress. 
This  I  accordingly  got  well  done,  and  presented  two 
copies,  handsomely  bound,  to  every  foreign  minister  here, 
the  one  for  himself,  the  other  more  elegant  for  his 
Sovereign.  It  has  been  well  taken,  and  has  afforded 
matter  of  surprise  to  many,  who  had  conceived  mean 
ideas  of  the  state  of  civilization  in  America,  and  could 
not  have  expected  so  much  political  knowledge  and 
sagacity  had  existed  in  our  wilderness.  And  from  all 
parts  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  hear,  that  our  constitu- 
tions in  general  are  much  admired.  I  am  persuaded, 
that  this  step  will  not  only  tend  to  promote  the  emi- 
gration to  our  country  of  substantial  people  from  all 
parts  of  Europe,  by  the  numerous  copies  I  shall  dis- 
perse, but  will  facilitate  our  future  treaties  with  foreign 
courts,  who  could  not  before  know  what  kind  of  govern- 
ment and  people  they  had  to  treat  with.  As,  in  doing 
this,  I  have  endeavoured  to  further  the  apparent  views 
of  Congress  in  the  first  publication,  I  hope  it  may  be 
approved,  and  the  expense  allowed.  I  send  herewith 
one  of  the  copies. 

Our  treaties  with  Denmark  and  Portugal  remain  un- 
finished, for  want  of  instructions  respecting  them  from 
Congress,  and  a  commission  empowering  some  minister 
or  ministers  to  conclude  them.  The  Emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco, we  understand,  has  expressed  a  disposition  to 
make  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  United 
States.  A  Mr.  Montgomery,  who  is  a  merchant  settled 
at  Alicant,  has  been,  it  seems,  rather  forward  in  pro- 
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posing  a  negotiation,  without  authority  for  so  doing,  and 
has  embarrassed  us  a  little,  as  may  be  seen  by  some 
letters  I  enclose.*  Perhaps  it  would  be  well  for  the 
Congress  to  send  a  message  to  that  Prince,  expressing 
their  respect  and  regard  for  him,  till  such  time  as  they 
may  judge  it  convenient  to  appoint  the  ambassador  in 
form,  furnished  with  proper  presents,  to  make  a  treaty 
with  him.  The  other  Barbary  States,  too,  seem  to  re- 
quire consideration,  if  we  propose  to  carry  on  any  trade 
in  the  Mediterranean ;  but,  whether  the  security  of  that 
trade  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  worth  purchas- 
ing at  the  rate  of  the  tributes  usually  exacted  by  those 
piratical  States,  is  a  matter  of  doubt,  on  which  I  can- 
not at  present  form  a  judgment. 

I  shall  immediately  proceed,  in  pursuance  of  the  first 
instruction,  to  take  the  proper  steps  for  acquainting  his 
Imperial  Majesty  of  Germany  with  the  dispositions  of 
Congress,  having  some  reason  to  believe  the  overture 
may  be  acceptable.  His  minister  here  is  of  late  ex- 
tremely civil  to  me,  and  we  are  on  very  good  terms. 
I  have  likewise  an  intimate  friend  at  that  court. 

With  respect  to  other  powers,  it  seems  best  not  to 
make  advances  at  present,  but  to  meet  and  encourage 
them  when  made,  which  I  shall  not  fail  to  do,  as  I 
have  already  done  as  to  those  of  Sweden,  Denmark,  and 
Portugal.  Possibly  Hamburg,  to  whom  I  have  for- 
warded the  letter  of  Congress,  may  send  a  minister  to 
America,  if  they  wish  for  a  treaty,  to  conclude  it  there. 
They  have  no  minister  here. 

I  have  lately  received  a  memorial  from  the  minister 
of  Denmark,  respecting  a  ship  of  that  nation,  the  Proci- 
dentia, taken  by  one  of  our  privateers  and  carried  into 


*  The  letters  from  G.  F.  Crocco.     See  Vol.  IX.  p.  530;  and  above, 
p.  31. 
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Boston.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  it,  and  request  to  be  fur- 
nished with  directions  and  informations  for  the  answer. 
It  may  be  well  to  send  me  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
in  the  courts.  From  a  perusal  of  the  papers  communi- 
cated with  it,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  cargo  was  clearly 
British  property. 

We  have  hitherto  entered  into  no  engagements  re- 
specting the  armed  neutrality,  and,  in  obedience  to  the 
fifth  instruction,  we  shall  take  care  to  avoid  them  here- 
after. The  treaty  between  this  court  and  the  United 
States,  for  regulating  the  powers,  privileges,  &c.  of  con- 
suls, is  at  length  completed,  and  is  transcribing  in  or- 
der to  be  signed.  I  hope  to  transmit  a  copy  by  the 
next  packet.  I  have  received  the  Congress  ratification 
of  the  two  money  treaties,  which  will  be  soon  ex- 
changed, when  I  shall  send  copies  of  them  with  that 
of  Sweden. 

I  have  given,  and  shall  continue  to  give,  Captain 
Paul  Jones  all  the  assistance  in  my  power,  towards 
recovering  the  prize  money ;  and  I  hope  it  may  soon 
be  accomplished. 

When  Mr.  Jay  returns,  I  shall  desire  him  to  make 
the  inquiry  directed  in  the  fourth  instruction,  respecting 
the  expedition  under  that  commodore,  and  report  there- 
on to  Congress.  In  the  mean  time  I  can  answer  re- 
specting one  of  the  questions,  that  the  King  paid  the 
whole  expense,  and  that  no  part  of  it  has  ever  been 
placed  to  the  account  of  Congress.  There  exists  in- 
deed a  demand  of  one  Puchelberg,  a  person  in  the 
employ  of  M.  Schweighauser,  of  about  thirty  thousand 
livres,  for  provisions  and  other  things  furnished  to  Cap- 
tain Landais,  after  he  took  the  Alliance  out  of  the 
hands  of  Captain  Jones ;  but,  as  the  ship  was  at  that 
time  under  the  King's  supply,  who,  having  borrowed 
her   for  the  expedition  when    fitted  for   sea    and   just 
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ready  to  sail  with  Mr.  Adams,  had  ordered  her  to  be 
delivered  in  the  same  condition,  free  of  all  charges  ac- 
crued, or  accruing,  by  her  being  in  Holland  and  in 
L'Orient,  and  as  M.  Puchelberg  had  not  only  no  or- 
ders from  me  to  furnish  Captain  Landais,  but  acted 
contrary  to  my  orders  given  to  M.  Schweighauser,  and 
contrary  to  the  orders  of  M.  Schweighauser  himself, 
I  refused  to  pay  his  account,  which  besides  appeared 
extravagant,  and  it  has  never  yet  been  paid. 

I  shall  do  my  best  in  executing  the  third  instruction, 
respecting  our  claim  upon  Denmark.  I  have  written 
to  London  to  obtain,  if  possible,  an  account  of  the  sums 
insured  upon  the  ships  delivered  up,  as  such  an  ac- 
count may  be  some  guide  in  the  valuation  of  the  prizes. 

A  Captain  Williams,  formerly  in  the  British  service, 
and  employed  upon  the  Lakes,  has  given  me  a  paper 
containing  information  of  the  state  of  the  back  country. 
As  those  informations  may  possibly  be  of  some  use,  I 
send  herewith  the  paper.  Mr.  Carmichael  has  sent 
me  the  accounts  of  the  money  transactions  at  Madrid. 
As  soon  as  Mr.  Jay  returns,  they  will  be  examined. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  Con- 
gress, and  assure  them  of  my  most  faithful  services. 
With  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c.  B.  Franklin.* 


*  The  "  Set  of  Instructions,"  alluded  to  in  this  letter,  may  be  found 
in  the  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  Vol.  X.  p.  222.  The  resolutions  re- 
specting Hamburg  and  Paul  Jones  are  contained  in  the  Secret  Journal 
of  Congress,  Vol.  III.  pp.  416,  430. 


^t.  77.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  43 


TO    ROBERT    MORRIS. 

Difficulty  of  meeting  Drafts  on  the  public  Account.  — 

Salaries  of  the   American   Ministers  in  Europe.  — 

Contingent    Expenses.  —  Taxation.  —  Mature    of 

Property   in    Civil  Society.  —  The  Marquis  de  La- 

fayette. 

Passy,  25  December,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  20th  of  Septem- 
ber, for  which  I  thank  you.  My  apprehension,  that 
the  union  with  France  might  be  diminished  by  ac- 
counts from  home,  was  occasioned  by  the  extravagant 
and  violent  language  held  here  by  a  public  person,  in 
public  company,  which  had  that  tendency ;  and  it  was 
natural  for  me  to  think  his  letters  might  hold  the  -same 
language,  in  which  I  was  right ;  for  I  have  since  had 
letters  from  Boston  informing  me  of  it.  Luckily  here, 
and  I  hope  there,  it  is  imputed  to  the  true  cause,  a 
disorder  in  the  brain,  which,  though  not  constant,  has 
its  fits  too  frequent.  I  will  not  fill  my  letter  with  an 
account  of  those  discourses.  Mr.  Laurens,  when  you 
see  him,  can  give  it  to  you ;  I  mean  such  as  he  heard 
in  company  with  other  persons,  for  I  would  not  have 
him  relate  private  conversations.  They  distressed  me 
much  at  the  time,  being  then  at  your  earnest  instance 
soliciting  for  more  aids  of  money ;  the  success  of  which 
solicitation  such  ungrateful  and  provoking  language 
might,  I  feared,  have  had  a  tendency  to  prevent. 
Enough  of  this  at  present. 

I  have  been  exceedingly  hurt  and  afflicted  by  the 
difficulty  some  of  your  late  bills  met  with  in  Holland. 
As  soon  as  I  received  the  letter  from  Messrs.  Willinck 
&  Co.,  which  I  enclose,  I  sent  for  Mr.  Grand,  who 
brought  me  a  sketch  of  his  account  with  you,  bv  which 
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it  appeared  that  the  demands  upon  us,  existing  and 
expected,  would  more  than  absorb  the  funds  in  his 
hands.  We  could  not  indulge  the  smallest  hope  of 
obtaining  further  assistance  here,  the  public  finances 
being  in  a  state  of  embarrassment,  private  persons  full 
of  distrust  occasioned  by  the  stoppage  of  payment  at 
the  Caisse  d?  Escompte,  and  money  in  general  ex- 
tremely scarce.  But  he  agreed  to  do  what  I  proposed, 
and  lend  his  credit  in  the  way  of  drawing  and  re- 
drawing between  Holland  and  Paris,  to  gain  time  till 
you  could  furnish  funds  to  reimburse  Messrs.  Willinck 
&,  Co.  I  believe  he  made  this  proposition  to  them  by 
the  return  of  the  express.  I  know  not  why  it  was 
not  accepted.  Mr.  Grand  will  himself,  I  suppose,  give 
you  an  account  of  all  the  transaction,  and  of  his  ap- 
plication to  Messrs.  Couteulx  &,  Co. ;  therefore,  I  need 
not  add  more  upon  this  disagreeable  subject. 

I  have  found  difficulties  in  settling  the  account  of 
salaries  with  the  other  ministers,  that  have  made  it  im- 
practicable for  me  to  do  it.  I  have,  therefore,  after 
keeping  the  bills  that  were  to  have  been  proportioned 
among  us  long  in  my  hands,  given  them  up  to  Mr. 
Grand,  who,  finding  the  same  difficulties,  will,  I  sup- 
pose, return  them  to  you.  None  has  come  to  hand 
for  the  two  or  three  last  quarters,  and  we  are  indebted 
to  his  kindness  for  advancing  us  money,  or  we  must 
have  run  in  debt  for  our  subsistence.  He  risks  in 
doing  this,  since  he  has  not  for  it  your  orders. 

There  arise  frequently  contingent  expenses,  for  which 
no  provision  has  yet  been  made.  In  a  former  letter 
to  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  I  gave  a  list  of 
them,  and  desired  to  know  the  pleasure  of  Congress 
concerning  them.  I  have  only  had  for  answer,  that 
they  were  under  consideration,  and  that  he  believed 
house-rent  would  not   be    allowed ;  but   I    am    still  in 
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uncertainty  as  to  that  and  the  rest.  I  wish  some  reso- 
lutions were  taken  on  this  point  of  contingences,  that 
I  may  know  how  to  settle  my  accounts  with  Mr.  Bar- 
clay. American  ministers  in  Europe  are  too  remote 
from  their  constituents  to  consult  them,  and  take  their 
orders  on  every  occasion,  as  the  ministers  here  of  Eu- 
ropean courts  can  easily  do.  There  seems,  therefore, 
a  necessity  of  allowing  more  to  their  discretion,  and 
of  giving  them  a  credit  to  a  certain  amount  on  some 
banker,  who  may  answer  their  orders ;  for  which,  how- 
ever, they  should  be  accountable.  I  mention  this  for 
the  sake  of  other  ministers,  hoping  and  expecting  soon 
to  be  discharged  myself,  and  also  for  the  good  of  the 
service. 

The  remissness  of  our  people  in  paying  taxes  is 
highly  blamable  ;  the  unwillingness  to  pay  them  is 
still  more  so.  I  see,  in  some  resolutions  of  town  meet- 
ings, a  remonstrance  against  giving  Congress  the  power 
to  take,  as  they  call  it,  the  people's  money  out  of  their 
pockets,  though  only  to  pay  the  interest  and  principal 
of  debts  duly  contracted.  They  seem  to  mistake  the 
point.  Money,  justly  due  from  the  people,  is  their 
creditors'  money,  and  no  longer  the  money  of  the 
people,  who,  if  they  withhold  it,  should  be  compelled 
to  pay  by  some  law. 

All  property,  indeed,  except  the  savage's  temporary 
cabin,  his  bow,  his  matchcoat,  and  other  little  acqui- 
sitions, absolutely  necessary  for  his  subsistence,  seems 
to  me  to  be  the  creature  of  public  convention.  Hence 
the  public  has  the  right  of  regulating  descents,  and 
all  other  conveyances  of  property,  and  even  of  limiting 
the  quantity  and  the  uses  of  it.  All  the  property  that 
is  necessary  to  a  man,  for  the  conservation  of  the  in- 
dividual and  the  propagation  of  the  species,  is  his 
natural  right,  which   none  can   justly  deprive  him  of; 
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but  all  property  superfluous  to  such  purposes  is  the 
property  of  the  public,  who,  by  their  laws,  have  created 
it,  and  who  may  therefore  by  other  laws  dispose  of  it, 
whenever  the  welfare  of  the  public  shall  demand  such 
disposition.  He  that  does  not  like  civil  society  on  these 
terms,  let  him  retire  and  live  among  savages.  He  can 
have  no  right  to  the  benefits  of  society,  who  will  not 
pay  his  club  towards  the  support  of  it. 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  who  loves  to  be  em- 
ployed in  our  affairs,  and  is  often  very  useful,  has  late- 
ly had  several  conversations  with  the  ministers  and  per- 
sons concerned  in  forming  new  regulations,  respecting 
the  commerce  between  our  two  countries,  which  are 
not  yet  concluded.  I  therefore  thought  it  wTell  to  com- 
municate to  him  a  copy  of  your  letter,  which  contains 
so  many  sensible  and  just  observations  on  that  sub- 
ject. He  will  make  a  proper  use  of  them,  and  per- 
haps they  may  have  more  weight,  as  appearing  to 
come  from  a  Frenchman,  than  they  would  have  if  it 
were  known  that  they  were  the  observations  of  an 
American.  I  perfectly  agree  with  you  in  all  the  sen- 
timents you  have  expressed  on  this  occasion.* 

I  am  sorry  for  the  public's  sake,  that  you  are  about 
to  quit  your  office,  but  on  personal  considerations  I 
shall  congratulate  you ;  for  I  cannot  conceive  of  a  more 
happy  man,  than  he,  who  having  been  long  loaded 
with  public  cares,  finds  himself  relieved  from  them,  and 
enjoying  repose  in  the  bosom  of  his  friends  and  fam- 
ily. With  sincere  regard  and  attachment,  I  am  ever, 
dear  Sir,  &c.  B.  Franklin. 

*  Many  particulars  respecting  the  interest  taken  by  Lafayette  in  the 
commercial  relations  between  France  and  the  United  States,  and  his 
endeavours  to  promote  and  extend  them,  are  contained  in  his  letters  to 
the  President  of  Congress.  See  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  Vol.  X.  pp. 
5-66. 
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FROM    JOHN    JAY    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Bath,  26  December,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  we  parted,  I  have  been  so  much  and  so  long 
indisposed,  as  that,  except  short  letters  to  Mrs.  Jay, 
I  have  denied  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  my 
friends.  The  kindness  you  have  shown  to  us  both 
has,  nevertheless,  not  been  forgotten,  nor  has  my  dis- 
position to  acknowledge  and  be  influenced  by  it  in  the 
least  abated. 

We  have  lately  had  a  report  here,  that  you  were 
very  ill  with  the  stone ;  and  some  have  said  that  you 
intended  to  seek  relief  from  an  operation.  This  report 
has  alarmed  your  friends,  and  I  am  anxious  to  know 
how  far  it  may  be  well  founded.  It  would  give  me 
sincere  satisfaction  to  have  it  contradicted  under  your 
own  hand. 

I  decline  saying  any  thing  about  politics  for  obvious 
reasons.  The  public  papers  afford  you  the  means  of 
forming  a  judgment  of  them,  especially  as  your  long 
experience  and  knowledge  of  this  country  enable  you 
to  see  further  than  ordinary  observers.  There  are 
many  in  this  country,  who  speak  of  you  with  great 
respect.  The  honest  Whig  Club  drank  your  health 
very  affectionately.  There  are  others,  who  like  you 
as  little  as  the  eagle  did  the  cat,  and  probably  for  the 
same  reasons.  When  we  meet,  we  will  talk  these 
matters  over  with  less  reserve  than  I  can  write.  Pre- 
sent my  affectionate  compliments  to  your  two  grand- 
sons, and  believe  me  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and 
regard,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

John  Jay. 
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TO    THOMAS    MIFFLIN,    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Dr.  Franklin  requests  Permission  of  Congress  to  be 
recalled  from  France. 

Passy,  26  December,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  congratulate  you  very  sincerely  on  your  appoint- 
ment to  that  very  honorable  station,  the  Presidency  of 
Congress.  Every  testimony  you  receive  of  the  public 
sense  of  your  services  and  talents,  gives  me  pleasure. 

I  have  written  to  you  a  long  letter  on  business,  in 
my  quality  of  minister.*  This  is  a  private  letter,  re- 
specting my  personal  concerns,  which  I  presume  to 
trouble  you  with  on  the  score  of  our  ancient  friendship. 

In  a  letter  of  the  12th  of  March,  1781,  I  stated  my 
age  and  infirmities  to  the  Congress,  and  requested  they 
would  be  pleased  to  recall  me,  that  I  might  enjoy  the 
little  left  me  of  the  evening  of  life  in  repose,  and  in 
the  sweet  society  of  my  friends  and  family.  I  was  an- 
swered by  the  then  President,  that,  when  peace  should 
be  made,  if  I  persisted  in  the  same  request,  it  should 
be  granted ;  I  acquiesced  ;  the  preliminaries  were  sign- 
ed in  November,  1782,  and  I  then  repeated  my  pe- 
tition.f  A  year  is  past,  and  T  have  no  answer.  Un- 
doubtedly, if  the  Congress  should  think  my  continuing 
here  necessary  for  the  public  service,  I  ought,  as  a 
good  citizen,  to  submit  to  their  judgment  and  pleas- 
ure ;  but,  as  they  may  easily  supply  my  place  to  ad- 
vantage, that  cannot  be  the  case.  I  suppose,  therefore, 
that  it  is  merely  the  multiplicity  of  more  important  af- 
fairs, that  has  put  my  request  out  of  their  mind.     What 


*  See  above,  p.  36. 

f  See  a  letter   to    Robert  R.  Livingston,  dated  December  5th,  1782. 
Vol.  IX.  p.  436. 
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I  would  then  desire  of  you  is,  to  put  this  matter  in 
train  to  be  moved  and  answered  as  soon  as  possible, 
that  I  may  arrange  my  affairs  accordingly. 

In  the  first  letter  above  mentioned,  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  you,  I  gave  a  character  of  my  grandson, 
William  Temple  Franklin,  and  solicited  for  him  the 
favor  and  protection  of  Congress.  I  have  nothing  to 
abate  of  that  character;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  him 
so  much  improved  as  to  be  capable  of  executing,  with 
credit  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the  public,  any  em- 
ployment in  Europe  the  Congress  may  think  fit  to 
honor  him  with.  He  has  been  seven  years  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  is  much  esteemed  by  all  that  know  him,  par- 
ticularly by  the  minister  here,  who,  since  my  new  dis- 
order (the  stone)  makes  my  going  to  Versailles  incon- 
venient to  me,  transacts  our  business  with  him  in  the 
most  obliging  and  friendly  manner.  It  is  natural  for 
me,  who  love  him,  to  wish  to  see  him  settled  before 
I  die,  in  some  employ  that  may  probably  be  perma- 
nent; and  I  hope  you  will  be  so  good  to  me,  as  to 
get  that  affair  likewise  moved  and  carried  through  in 
his  favor. 

He  has,  I  think,  this  additional  merit  to  plead,  that 
he  has  served  in  my  office  as  secretary  several  years, 
for  the  small  salary  of  three  hundred  louis  a  year, 
while  the  Congress  gave  one  thousand  a  year  to  the 
secretaries  of  other  ministers,  who  had  not  half  the 
employ  for  a  secretary  that  I  had.  For  it  was  long 
before  a  consul  was  sent  here,  and  we  had  all  that 
business  on  our  hands,  w7ith  a  great  deal  of  admiralty 
business  in  examining  and  condemning  captures,  taken 
by  our  cruisers  and  by  the  French  cruisers  under 
American  commissions ;  besides  the  constant  attend- 
ance in  examining  and  recording  the  acceptances  of 
the  Congress  bills  of  exchange,  which  has  been,  from 

VOL.    X.  7  E 
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the  immense  number,  very  fatiguing ;  with  many  other 
extra  affairs,  not  usually  occurring  to  other  ministers, 
such  as  the  care  of  the  prisoners  in  England,  and  the 
constant  correspondence  relating  to  them ;  in  all  of 
which  he  served  me  as  secretary,  with  the  assistance 
only  of  a  clerk  at  low  wages  (fifty  louis  a  year),  so 
that  the  saving  has  been  very  considerable  to  the  pub- 
lic.    I  am,  &c.  B.  Franklin. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Recommending  Mr.  Hodgson  as   Consul  in  London. 

Passy,  26  December,  1783. 

Sir, 
If  the  Congress  should  think  it  fit  to  have  a  consul 
for  the  United  States  in  London,  and  do  not  appoint 
one  of  our  own  countrymen  to  that  office,  I  beg  leave 
to  mention  the  merits  of  Mr.  William  Hodgson,  a  mer- 
chant of  that  city,  who  has  always  been  a  zealous 
friend  of  America,  was  a  principal  promoter  of  the  sub- 
scription for  the  relief  of  American  prisoners,  and  chair- 
man of  the  committee  for  dispensing  the  money  raised 
by  that  subscription.  He  also  took  the  trouble  of  ap- 
plying the  moneys  I  furnished  him  with,  when  the  sub- 
scription was  exhausted,  and  constantly  assisted  me  in 
all  the  negotiations  I  had  with  the  British  ministers, 
in  their  favor,  wherein  he  generally  succeeded,  being 
a  man  of  weight  and  credit,  very  active,  and  much 
esteemed  for  his  probity  and  integrity.  These  his  ser- 
vices, continued  steadily  during  the  whole  war,  seem 
to  entitle  him  to  the  favorable  notice  of  Congress,  when 
any  occasion  offers  of  doing  him  service  or  pleasure. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 
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TO    MRS.    MARY   HEWSON. 

Passy,  26  December,  1783. 

Dear  Polly, 

In  reading  Mr.  Viny's  letter,  when  I  received  it,  I 
missed  seeing  yours,  which  was  written  behind  it  in 
a  corner.  I  thank  you  much  for  your  kind  offer  re- 
specting my  grandson.  I  was  fully  resolved  on  send- 
ing him  in  September  last,  and  engaged  Mr.  Jay,  one 
of  my  colleagues,  then  going  to  England,  to  take  him 
over  in  his  company.  But,  when  it  came  to  be  pro- 
posed to  him,  he  showed  such  an  unwillingness  to 
leave  me,  and  Temple  such  a  fondness  for  retaining 
him,  that  I  concluded  to  keep  him  till  I  should  go 
over  myself.  He  behaves  very  well,  and  we  love  him 
very  much. 

I  send  herewith  two  different  French  grammars,  not 
knowing  which  to  prefer,  opinions  here  being  divided. 
Your  French  master  may  take  his  choice,  and  you 
will  present  the  other  to  my  godson,  as  my  new  year's 
gift,  with  the  two  volumes  of  Synonymes  Francois,  an 
excellent  work.  They  will  be  left  at  Mr.  Hodgson's, 
merchant  in  Coleman  Street,  where  you  may  have 
them  on  sending  for  them. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I  long  to  see  you  and  yours, 
but  God  only  knows  when  that  may  happen.  I  am, 
nevertheless,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 

January  1st,  1784.  Health,  and  prosperity,  and  many 
naPPv  years  to  my  dear  friend  and  her  children,  for 
whom  I  send  the  enclosed  little  books. 
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TO    JOHN   JAY. 

Passy,  6  January,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  26th  past,  and 
immediately  sent  that  enclosed  to  Mrs.  Jay,  whom  I 
saw  a  few  days  since  with  the  children,  all  perfectly 
well.  It  is  a  happy  thing,  that  the  little  ones  are  so 
finely  past  the  smallpox,  and  I  congratulate  you  upon 
it  most  cordially. 

It  is  true,  as  you  have  heard,  that  I  have  the  stone, 
but  not  that  I  have  had  thoughts  of  being  cut  for  it. 
It  it  as  yet  very  tolerable.  It  gives  me  no  pain  but 
when  in  a  carriage  on  the  pavement,  or  when  I  make 
some  sudden  quick  movement.  If  I  can  prevent  its 
growing  larger,  which  I  hope  to  do  by  abstemious  liv- 
ing and  gentle  exercise,  I  can  go  on  pretty  comfortably 
with  it  to  the  end  of  my  journey,  which  can  now  be 
at  no  great  distance.  I  am  cheerful,  enjoy  the  com- 
pany of  my  friends,  sleep  well,  have  sufficient  appetite, 
and  my  stomach  performs  well  its  functions.  The  lat- 
ter is  very  material  to  the  preservation  of  health.  I 
therefore  take  no  drugs  lest  I  should  disorder  it.  You 
may  judge  that  my  disease  is  not  very  grievous,  since 
I  am  more  afraid  of  the  medicines  than  of  the  malady. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  learn  from  you,  that  my  friends 
still  retain  their  regard  for  me.  I  long  to  see  them 
again,  but  I  doubt  I  shall  hardly  accomplish  it.  If  our 
commission  for  the  treaty  of  commerce  were  arrived, 
and  we  were  at  liberty  to  treat  in  England,  I  might 
then  come  over  to  you,  supposing  the  English  ministry 
disposed  to  enter  into  such  a  treaty. 

I  have,  as  you  observe,  some  enemies  in  England, 
but  they  are  my  enemies  as  an  American ;  I  have  also 
two   or  three  in  America,  who  are  my  enemies  as  a 
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minister ;  but  I  thank  God  there  are  not  in  the  whole 
world  any  who  are  my  enemies  as  a  man ;  for  by  his 
grace,  through  a  long  life,  I  have  been  enabled  so  to 
conduct  myself,  that  there  does  not  exist  a  human 
being  who  can  justly  say,  "  Ben.  Franklin  has  wrronged 
me."  This,  my  friend,  is  in  old  age  a  comfortable  re- 
flection. You  too  have,  or  may  have,  your  enemies ; 
but  let  not  that  render  you  unhappy.  If  you  make  a 
right  use  of  them,  they  will  do  you  more  good  than 
harm.  They  point  out  to  us  our  faults ;  they  put  us 
upon  our  guard,  and  help  us  to  live  more  correctly. 
My  grandsons  are  sensible  of  the  honor  of  your  re- 
membrance, and  join  their  respectful  compliments  and 
best  wishes  with  those  of,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate 
humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    SAMUEL    CHASE. 

Passy,  6  January,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  of  Septem- 
ber,* with  the  papers  that  accompanied  it;  but  being 
at  that  time  afflicted  with  two  painful  disorders,  the 
gout  and  gravel,  I  could  not  then  give  any  attention 
to  business;  and,  before  my  recovery,  the  letters  and 
papers  were  both  most  unaccountably  missing.  I  spent 
hours,  from  time  to  time,  in  searching  for  them,  and 
delayed  writing  in  continual  hopes  of  finding  them, 
which  I  was  not  able  to  do  till  within  these  few  days, 
when,  on  removing  a  writing-press  in  my  closet,  I  dis- 
covered that  they  had  fallen  and  lay  concealed  be- 
hind it. 

*  At  the  time  of  writing1  this  letter  Mr.  Chase  was  in  London. 

E* 
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I  had  delivered  the  letter  you  enclosed  to  the  Mar- 
quis de  Lafayette,  and,  as  the  court  was  then  at  Fon- 
tainebleau,  and  I  could  not  follow  it  by  reason  of  my 
illness,  I  requested  him  to  sound  the  Marquis  de  Cas- 
tries on  the  subject  of  the  loss  of  your  ship.  He  did 
so ;  and  the  result  of  the  conversation  was,  that,  if  you 
thought  fit  to  prosecute  the  matter,  you  should  present  a 
memorial,  upon  which  he  might  regularly  take  the  affair 
into  consideration.  You  mentioned  your  coming  to 
Paris  before  finishing  your  other  business,  in  case  I 
should  think  there  was  a  probability  of  obtaining  com- 
pensation, either  from  the  property  of  the  captain,  or 
the  generosity  of  the  Prince.  I  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  learn  any  thing  of  the  captain's  circumstances ; 
and,  as  clear  proof  of  his  delinquency  must  precede 
an  application  to  the  King,  and  perhaps  the  protest 
of  Captain  Belt  will  hardly  be  thought  sufficient  tes- 
timony, and  other  evidences  corroborating  cannot  be 
obtained  but  with  great  expense  and  loss  of  time,  and 
as  the  chicanery  practised  in  the  courts  here  to  procure 
delay  is  immense  and  endless ;  on  these  considerations 
I  cannot  advise  your  coming  hither  for  the  purpose 
of  such  a  prosecution  to  the  prejudice  of  your  other 
affairs;  though  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  you,  when  it 
may  be  convenient  to  you,  and,  when  you  are  here, 
we  will  take  the  advice  of  some  judicious  persons,  and 
if  it  appear  possible  for  me  to  serve  your  cause,  I 
shall   do  it  with  great  pleasure. 

M.  de  Rochambeau  was  not  in  town,  but  I  for- 
warded Mr.  Carroll's  letter  to  him.  I  have  written,  as 
you  desired,  to  Brest,  and,  as  soon  as  I  receive  an 
answer,  I  will  communicate  it  to  you.  I  am  not  enough 
acquainted  with  the  French  laws  or  customs  to  inform 
you  what  claims  the  widow  of  M.  le  Vache  may  have 
on  his  property.     I  only  think  I  have  heard,  that  mar* 
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riages  by  a  Protestant  minister  are  not  deemed  valid. 
I  will  make  inquiry. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  am  informed  that,  if  cele- 
brated in  a  Protestant  country  according  to  the  laws 
of  that  country,  they  are  deemed  valid  here;  as  are 
also  the  marriages  of  Protestants  here,  if  in  the  chapel 
of  a  Protestant  ambassador. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear,  that  you  have  succeeded  in 

recovering  the   public   money,    and  that   you   continue 

to   enjoy  your  health,   being,    with  sincere   and   great 

esteem,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

Change  in  Administration.  —  Hereditary  Officers  of 

State. 

Passy,  7  January,  1784. 

My  dear  Friend, 
I  have  this  moment  received  your  favor  of  the  25th 
past,  acquainting  me  with  the  change  in  administration. 
I  am  not  sure  that  in  reforming  the  constitution,  which 
is  sometimes  talked  of,  it  would  not  be  better  to  make 
your  great  officers  of  state  hereditary,  than  to  suffer 
the  inconvenience  of  such  frequent  and  total  changes. 
Much  faction  and  cabal  would  be  prevented  by  having 
a  hereditary  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  a  hereditary 
Lord  Chancellor,  Privy  Seal,  President  of  Council,  Se- 
cretary of  State,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  &x,  &c. 
It  will  not  be  said,  that,  the  duties  of  these  offices 
being  important,  we  cannot  trust  to  nature  for  the 
chance  of  requisite  talents,  since  we  have  a  hereditary 
set  of  judges  in  the  last  resort,  the  House  of  Peers ; 
a  hereditary  King ;  and,  in  a  certain  German  Univer- 
sity, a  hereditary  professor  of  Mathematics. 
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We  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  arrival  of  our  express 
in  America,  who  carried  the  Definitive  Treaty.  He  sail- 
ed the  26th  of  September.  As  soon  as  the  ratifica- 
tion arrives,  I  shall  immediately  send  ■  you  word  of  it. 
With  great  esteem  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours 

most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM    CHARLES    THOMSON    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Treaty  of  Peace  ratified  by  Congress. 

Annapolis,   15  January,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  nine  States  being  for  the  first  time  since 
October  last  represented,  Congress  immediately  took 
up  and  ratified  the  Definitive  Treaty,  with  the  unanimous 
consent  not  only  of  all  the  States  represented,  but  of 
every  individual  member  of  Congress ;  and,  that  it 
might  reach  you  with  the  greatest  despatch,  they  im- 
mediately sent  off  Colonel  Harmar  with  the  ratifica- 
tion by  the  way  of  New  York,  there  being  no  vessel 
sailing  from  this  bay.  They  also  send  a  duplicate  to 
be  forwarded  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  this  day,  from  an 
earnest  desire  that  it  may,  if  possible,  arrive  in  due 
time,  they  have  determined  to  send  Colonel  Franks 
with  a  triplicate,  to  take  the  chance  of  a  vessel  from 
some  of  the  eastern  ports. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that  a  dispo- 
sition begins  to  prevail  in  the  States  to  comply  with 
the  requisitions  of  Congress,  and  to  grant  funds  for 
the  regular  payment  of  the  interest  and  discharge  of 
the  principal  of  the  debts  contracted  during  the  war. 
I  make  no  doubt  but  the  creditors  in  Europe  are  anx- 
ious and  uneasy  at  the  backwardness  of  the  States. 
But  whoever  consults  the  history  of  nations  will  find, 
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that  taxation  is  among  the  late  acts  of  government; 
that  in  governments,  which  have  been  long  established, 
it  is  not  without  great  difficulty  that  permanent  funds 
are  introduced,  and  even  in  the  oldest  governments 
new  taxes  often  occasion  great  uneasiness.  Consid- 
ering, therefore,  that  in  the  United  States  every  thing 
is  new  and  unusual,  instead  of  being  surprised  at  the 
backwardness  of  the  people  in  this  respect,  it  is  rather 
a  matter  of  wonder,  that  they  have  made  so  great  a 
progress,  and  have  discovered  such  a  facility  in  getting 
the  better  of  that  aversion  to  taxes,  which  is  so  uni- 
versally prevalent.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  a  great 
confidence  in  the  good  sense  of  my  countrymen  in 
general,  nor  can  I  admit,  a  doubt,  that  they  will  speedily 
fall  upon  measures  to  do  justice  to  all  the  public  credi- 
tors. Though  you  and  I  have  lived  to  see  a  great 
work  accomplished,  yet  much  still  remains  to  be  done, 
to  secure  the  happiness  of  this  country.  May  that 
Almighty  Being,  who  has  thus  far  conducted  us  safely 
through  many  scenes  of  difficulty  and  distress,  inspire 
the  people  of  these  United  States  with  wisdom  to  im- 
prove the  opportunity  now  afforded  of  becoming  a 
happy  nation. 

I  need  not  recommend  Colonel  Franks  to  your  no- 
tice, as  you  are  already  acquainted  with  him.  He  has 
great  merit  for  the  early  part  he  took,  and  the  sacrifices 
he  has  made  in  the  late  controversy,  and  his  steady 
adherence  to  our  cause. 

I  long  for  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  but  forego 
that  pleasure  with  the  more  ease,  as  I  am  sensible 
you  are  usefully  employed  in  a  work,  which  is  of  great 
importance  to  our  country.  I  need  not  assure  you, 
that  I  am,  with  the  most  perfect  esteem  and  respect, 
dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  old  friend, 

Charles  Thomson. 

vol.  x.  8 
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TO    MRS.    SARAH    BACHE. 

Order  of  the   Cincinnati.  —  Hereditary  JYobility.  — 
Descending  Honors. 

Passy,  26  January,  1784. 

My  dear  Child, 

Your  care  in  sending  me  the  newspapers  is  very 
agreeable  to  me.  I  received  by  Captain  Barney  those 
relating  to  the  Cincinnati  My  opinion  of  the  insti- 
tution cannot  be  of  much  importance ;  I  only  wonder 
that,  when  the  united  wisdom  of  our  nation  had,  in 
the  articles  of  confederation,  manifested  their  dislike 
of  establishing  ranks  of  nobility,  by  authority  either  of 
the  Congress  or  of  any  particular  State,  a  number  of 
private  persons  should  think  proper  to  distinguish  them- 
selves and  their  posterity,  from  their  fellow  citizens, 
and  form  an  order  of  hereditary  knights,  in  direct  op- 
position to  the  solemnly  declared  sense  of  their  coun- 
try !  I  imagine  it  must  be  likewise  contrary  to  the 
good  sense  of  most  of  those  drawn  into  it  by  the  per- 
suasion of  its  projectors,  who  have  been  too  much 
struck  with  the  ribands  and  crosses  they  have  seen 
hanging  to  the  buttonholes  of  foreign  officers.  And  I 
suppose  those,  who  disapprove  of  it,  have  not  hitherto 
given  it  much  opposition,  from  a  principle  somewhat 
like  that  of  your  good  mother,  relating  to  punctilious 
persons,  who  are  always  exacting  little  observances  of 
respect ;  that,  "  if  people  can  be  pleased  with  small 
matters,  it  is  a  pity  but  they  should  have  them" 

In  this  view,  perhaps,  I  should  not  myself,  if  my 
advice  had  been  asked,  have  objected  to  their  wearing 
their  riband  and  badge  themselves  according  to  their 
fancy,  though  I  certainly  should  to  the  entailing  it  as 
an  honor  on  their  posterity.  For  honor,  worthily  ob- 
tained (as  that  for  example  of  our  officers),  is  in  its 
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nature  a  personal  thing,  and  incommunicable  to  any 
but  those  who  had  some  share  in  obtaining  it.  Thus 
among  the  Chinese,  the  most  ancient,  and  from  long 
experience  the  wisest  of  nations,  honor  does  not  de- 
scend, but  ascends.  If  a  man  from  his  learning,  his 
wisdom,  or  his  valor,  is  promoted  by  the  Emperor  to 
the  rank  of  Mandarin,  his  parents  are  immediately  en- 
titled to  all  the  same  ceremonies  of  respect  from  the 
people,  that  are  established  as  due  to  the  Mandarin 
himself;  on  the  supposition  that  it  must  have  been 
owing  to  the  education,  instruction,  and  good  example 
afforded  him  by  his  parents,  that  he  was  rendered  ca- 
pable of  serving  the  public. 

This  ascending  honor  is  therefore  useful  to  the  state, 
as  it  encourages  parents  to  give  their  children  a  good 
and  virtuous  education.  But  the  descending  honor,  to 
a  posterity  who  could  have  no  share  in  obtaining  it, 
is  not  only  groundless  and  absurd,  but  often  hurtful 
to  that  posterity,  since  it  is  apt  to  make  them  proud, 
disdaining  to  be  employed  in  useful  arts,  and  thence 
falling  into  poverty,  and  all  the  meannesses,  servility,  and 
wretchedness  attending  it ;  which  is  the  present  case 
with  much  of  what  is  called  the  noblesse  in  Europe. 
Or  if,  to  keep  up  the  dignity  of  the  family,  estates  are 
entailed  entire  on  the  eldest  male  heir,  another  pest 
to  industry  and  improvement  of  the  country  is  intro- 
duced, which  will  be  followed  by  all  the  odious  mix- 
ture of  pride,  and  beggary,  and  idleness,  that  have  half 
depopulated  and  decultivated  Spain ;  occasioning  con- 
tinual extinction  of  families  by  the  discouragements  of 
marriage,   and  neglect  in  the  improvement  of  estates. 

I  wish,  therefore,  that  the  Cincinnati,  if  they  must 
go  on  with  their  project,  would  direct  the  badges  of 
their  order  to  be  worn  by  their  fathers  and  mothers, 
instead  of  handing  them   down  to   their   children,     It 
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would  be  a  good  precedent,  and  might  have  good  ef- 
fects. It  would  also  be  a  kind  of  obedience  to  the 
fourth  commandment,  in  which  God  enjoins  us  to  honor 
our  father  and  mother,  but  has  nowhere  directed  us 
to  honor  our  children.  And  certainly  no  mode  of  hon- 
oring those  immediate  authors  of  our  being  can  be 
more  effectual,  than  that  of  doing  praiseworthy  actions, 
which  reflect  honor  on  those  who  gave  us  our  edu- 
cation ;  or  more  becoming,  than  that  of  manifesting,  by 
some  public  expression  or  token,  that  it  is  to  their 
instruction  and  example  we  ascribe  the  merit  of  those 
actions. 

But  the  absurdity  of  descending  honors  is  not  a  mere 
matter  of  philosophical  opinion ;  it  is  capable  of  mathe- 
matical demonstration.  A  man's  son,  for  instance,  is 
but  half  of  his  family,  the  other  half  belonging  to  the 
family  of  his  wife.  His  son,  too,  marrying  into  another 
family,  his  share  in  the  grandson  is  but  a  fourth ;  in 
the  great  grandson,  by  the  same  process,  it  is  but 
an  eighth ;  in  the  next  generation  a  sixteenth ;  the  next 
a  thirty-second ;  the  next  a  sixty-fourth ;  the  next  an 
hundred  and  twenty-eighth ;  the  next  a  two  hundred 
and  fifty-sixth  ;  and  the  next  a  five  hundred  and 
twelfth ;  thus  in  nine  generations,  which  will  not  re- 
quire more  than  three  hundred  years  (no  very  great 
antiquity  for  a  family),  our  present  Chevalier  of  the 
Order  of  Cincinnatus's  share  in  the  then  existing  knight, 
will  be  but  a  five  hundred  and  twelfth  part;  which, 
allowing  the  present  certain  fidelity  of  American  wives 
to  be  insured  down  through  all  those  nine  generations, 
is  so  small  a  consideration,  that  methinks  no  reasonable 
man  would  hazard  for  the  sake  of  it  the  disagreeable 
consequences  of  the  jealousy,  envy,  and  ill  will  of  his 
countrymen. 

Let  us  go  back  with  our  calculation  from  this  young 
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noble,  the  five  hundred  and  twelfth  part  of  the  present 
knight,  through  his  nine  generations,  till  we  return  to 
the  year  of  the  institution.  He  must  have  had  a  father 
and  mother,  they  are  two ;  each  of  them  had  a  father 
and  mother,  they  are  four.  Those  of  the  next  preced- 
ing generation  will  be  eight,  the  next  sixteen,  the  next 
thirty-two,  the  next  sixty-four,  the  next  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight,  the  next  two  hundred  and  fifty-six, 
and  the  ninth  in  this  retrocession  five  hundred  and 
twelve,  who  must  be  now  existing,  and  all  contribute 
their  proportion  of  this  future  Chevalier  de  Cincinnatus. 
These,  with  the  rest,  make  together  as  follows; 

2 

4 

8 

16 

32 

64 

128 

256 

512 


Total  1022 

One  thousand  and  twenty-two  men  and  wromen,  con- 
tributors to  the  formation  of  one  knight.  And,  if  we 
are  to  have  a  thousand  of  these  future  knights,  there 
must  be  now  and  hereafter  existing  one  million  and 
twenty-two  thousand  fathers  and  mothers,  who  are  to 
contribute  to  their  production,  unless  a  part  of  the  num- 
ber are  employed  in  making  more  knights  than  one. 
Let  us  strike  off  then  the  twenty-two  thousand,  on 
the  supposition  of  this  double  employ,  and  then  con- 
sider whether,  after  a  reasonable  estimation  of  the  num- 
ber of  rogues,  and   fools,  and    scoundrels,  and  prosti- 
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tutes,  that  are  mixed  with,  and  help  to  make  up  ne- 
cessarily their  million  of  predecessors,  posterity  will 
have  much  reason  to  boast  of  the  noble  blood  of  the 
then  existing  set  of  Chevaliers  of  Cincinnatus.  The 
future  genealogists,  too,  of  these  Chevaliers,  in  proving 
the  lineal  descent  of  their  honor  through  so  many  gen- 
erations (even  supposing  honor  capable  in  its  nature 
of  descending),. will  only  prove  the  small  share  of  this 
honor,  which  can  be  justly  claimed  by  any  one  of  them ; 
since  the  above  simple  process  in  arithmetic  makes  it 
quite  plain  and  clear,  that,  in  proportion  as  the  antiquity 
of  the  family  shall  augment,  the  right  to  the  honor 
of  the  ancestor  will  diminish ;  and  a  few  generations 
more  would  reduce  it  to  something  so  small  as  to  be 
very  near  an  absolute  nullity.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
the  Order  will  drop  this  part  of  their  project,  and  con- 
tent themselves,  as  the  Knights  of  the  Garter,  Bath, 
Thistle,  St.  Louis,  and  other  Orders  of  Europe  do, 
with  a  life  enjoyment  of  their  little  badge  and  riband, 
and  let  the  distinction  die  with  those  who  have  merited 
it.  This  I  imagine  will  give  no  offence.  For  my  own 
part,  I  shall  think  it  a  convenience,  when  1  go  into 
a  company  where  there  may  be  faces  unknown  to 
me,  if  I  discover,  by  this  badge,  the  persons  who  merit 
some  particular  expression  of  my  respect ;  and  it  will 
save  modest  virtue  the  trouble  of  calling  for  our  regard, 
by  awkward  roundabout  intimations  of  having  been 
heretofore  employed  as  officers  in  the  Continental  ser- 
vice. 

The  gentleman,  who  made  the  voyage  to  France  to 
provide  the  ribands  and  medals,  has  executed  his 
commission.  To  me  they  seem  tolerably  done ;  but  all 
such  things  are  criticized.  Some  find  fault  with  the 
Latin,  as  wanting  classical  elegance  and  correctness; 
and,  since  our  nine  universities  were  not  able   to  fur- 
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nish  better  Latin,  it  was  pity,  they  say,  that  the  mottos 
had  not  been  in  English.  Others  object  to  the  title,  as 
not  properly  assumable  by  any  but  General  Washington, 
and  a  few  others,  who  served  without  pay.  Others 
object  to  the  bald  eagle  as  looking  too  much  like  a  din- 
don,  or  turkey.  For  my  own  part,  I  wish  the  bald  eagle 
had  not  been  chosen  as  the  representative  of  our  coun- 
try ;  he  is  a  bird  of  bad  moral  character ;  he  does  not 
get  his  living  honestly ;  you  may  have  seen  him  perched 
on  some  dead  tree,  where,  too  lazy  to  fish  for  himself, 
he  watches  the  labor  of  the  fishing-hawk ;  and,  when 
that  diligent  bird  has  at  length  taken  a  fish,  and  is 
bearing  it  to  his  nest  for  the  support  of  his  mate  and 
young  ones,  the  bald  eagle  pursues  him,  and  takes  it 
from  him.  With  all  this  injustice  he  is  never  in  good 
case ;  but,  like  those  among  men  who  live  by  sharping 
and  robbing,  he  is  generally  poor,  and  often  very  lousy. 
Besides,  he  is  a  rank  coward ;  the  little  kingbird,  not 
bigger  than  a  sparrow,  attacks  him  boldly  and  drives 
him  out  of  the  district.  He  is  therefore  by  no  means 
a  proper  emblem  for  the  brave  and  honest  Cincinnati 
of  America,  who  have  driven  all  the  kingbirds  from  our 
country;  though  exactly  fit  for  that  order  of  knights, 
which  the  French  call   Chevaliers  d?  Industrie. 

I  am,  on  this  account,  not  displeased  that  the  figure 
is  not  known  as  a  bald  eagle,  but  looks  more  like  a 
turkey.  For  in  truth,  the  turkey  is  in  comparison  a 
much  more  respectable  bird,  and  withal  a  true  original 
native  of  America.  Eagles  have  been  found  in  all 
countries,  but  the  turkey  was  peculiar  to  ours;  the 
first  of  the  species  seen  in  Europe,  being  brought  to 
France  by  the  Jesuits  from  Canada,  and  served  up  at 
the  wedding  table  of  Charles  the  Ninth.*     He  is,  be- 

*  A  learned  friend  of  the  Editor's  has  observed  to  him,  that  this  is  a 
mistake,  as  Turkeys  were  found  in   great  plenty  by    Cortes,   when  he 
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sides,  (though  a  little  vain  and  silly,  it  is  true,  but  not 
the  worse  emblem  for  that,)  a  bird  of  courage,  and 
would  not  hesitate  to  attack  a  grenadier  of  the  British 
guards,  who  should  presume  to  invade  his  farmyard 
with  a  red  coat  on. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  the  criticisms  made  upon  their 
Latin.  The  gallant  officers  of  America  may  not  have 
the  merit  of  being  great  scholars,  but  they  undoubt- 
edly merit  much,  as  brave  soldiers,  from  their  country, 
which  should  therefore  not  leave  them  merely  to  fame 
for  their  "  virtutis  premium"  which  is  one  of  their  Latin 
mottos.  Their  "  esto  perpetua"  another,  is  an  excel- 
lent wish,  if  they  meant  it  for  their  country ;  bad,  if 
intended  for  their  Order.  The  States  should  not  only 
restore  to  them  the  omnia  of  their  first  motto,*  which 
many  of  them  have  left  and  lost,  but  pay  them  justly, 
and  reward  them  generously.  They  should  not  be 
suffered  to  remain,  with  all  their  new  created  chivalry, 
entirely  in  the  situation  of  the  gentleman  in  the  story, 
which  their  omnia  reliquit  reminds  me  of.  You  know 
every  thing  makes  me  recollect  some  story.  He  had 
built  a  very  fine  house,  and  thereby  much  impaired  his 
fortune.  He  had  a  pride,  however,  in  showing  it  to 
his  acquaintance.  One  of  them,  after  viewing  it  all, 
remarked  a  motto  over  the  door  "  OIA  VANITAS." 
"What,"  says  he,  "is  the  meaning  of  this  OIA?  it  is 
a  word  I  don't  understand."  "I  will  tell  you,"  said 
the  gentleman ;  "  I  had  a  mind  to  have  the  motto  cut 
on  a  piece  of  smooth  marble,  but  there  was  not  room 


invaded  and  conquered  Mexico,  before  the  time  of  Charles  the  Twelfth. 
That  this,  and  their  being  brought  to  old  Spain,  is  mentioned  by  Peter 
Martyr  of  Anghiera,  who  was  Secretary  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies, 
established  immediately  after  the  discovery  of  America,  and  personally 
acquainted  with  Columbus.  —  W.  T.  F. 
*  "Omnia  reliquit  servare  rempublicam." 
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for  it  between  the  ornaments,  to  be  put  in  characters 
large  enough  to  be  read.  I  therefore  made  use  of  a 
contraction  anciently  very  common  in  Latin  manuscripts, 
whereby  the  m's  and  w's  in  words  are  omitted,  and  the 
omission  noted  by  a  little  dash  above,  which  you  may 
see  there ;  so  that  the  word  is  omnia,  omnia  vanitas." 
"  O,"  said  his  friend,  "  I  now  comprehend  the  meaning 
of  your  motto,  it  relates  to  your  edifice ;  and  signifies, 
that,  if  you  have  abridged  your  omnia,  you  have,  never- 
theless, left  your  vanitas  legible  at  full  length."  I 
am,  as  ever,  your  affectionate  father, 

B.  Franklin. 


from  William  strahan  to  b.  franklin. 
Urging  Dr.  Franklin  to  visit  England. 

London,  1  February,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  to  you  in  August  last,  in  answer  to  your 
very  kind  note  of  July  29th,  enclosing  a  line  to  you 
from  Mrs.  Bache,  which  I  then  forgot  to  return  to  you, 
but  which  I  now  enclose.  This  letter  I  sent  by  the 
common  post,  which  I  hope  came  safe  to  hand,  though 
I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  since. 

I  therein  acknowledged,  and  beg  leave  to  repeat 
my  warmest  acknowledgments  for  the  very  friendly  and 
effectual  patronage,  you  and  your  good  family  on  the 
other  side  of  the  water  afforded  my  poor,  helpless,  and 
singularly  distressed  kinswoman,  than  whom  none  can 
be  more  grateful  or  more  deserving  the  great  kindness 
you  have  shown  her.  By  this  time,  I  dare  say,  you 
are  convinced,  that  the  high  character  I  presumed  to 
give  you  of  her  was  in  no  shape  exaggerated,  and  that 
she  is  really  the  worthy  and  accomplished  young  wo- 
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man  I  represented  her  to  be.  Her  late  letters  to  me 
are  all  full  of  the  strongest  expressions  of  gratitude  for 
Mrs.  Bache's  continued  goodness  to  her. 

Notwithstanding  what  you  told  me  in  your  last,  I 
cannot,  nor  will  I,  renounce  all  hope  of  seeing  you  again, 
and  that  soon  too.  You  have  so  many  friends  here, 
whom  you  love,  because  they  love  you,  and  whom  you 
must  therefore  be  anxiously  eager  to  see,  that  I  judge 
it  needless  to  add  any  other  inducements,  though  I 
could  mention  many,  which  I  dare  say  will  readily  oc- 
cur to  yourself.  In  short,  I  am  clearly  for  your  spend- 
ing the  rest  of  your  days  here,  where  you  know  you 
may  have  every  comfort  and  amusement  this  world 
can  afford,  and  where  you  can  most  easily  and  most 
perfectly  enjoy  yourself  in  your  own  way.  I  earnestly 
request  you  will  give  all  due  attention  to  this  advice, 
which  I  wish  to  impress  upon  you  with  all  possible 
earnestness.  One  argument  only  will  I  now  add  more. 
I  hear,  and  with  real  concern  I  hear  it,  that  you  are 
afflicted  with  the  gout.  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  here 
is  the  best  medical  assistance  this  world  affords.  And 
now  I  will  not  tease  you  more  upon  this  subject,  till 
I  have  the  happiness  of  hearing  from  you  again. 

We  are  still  in  the  greatest  political  confusion  here. 
After  several  adjournments,  we,  the  House  of  Commons, 
meet  again  to-morrow ;  but  I  do  not  hear  that  any  con- 
ciliation, so  much  wanted,  is  likely  to  take  place.  What 
this  will  end  in,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say ;  but  it 
is  not  probable  we  can  remain  many  days  longer  in 
our  present  situation.  My  family  are  all  in  their  or- 
dinary health,  and  will  be  very  happy  to  see  you  once 
more  in  this  still  most  agreeable  country.  I  remain 
with  unalterable  esteem  and  affection,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

William  Strahan. 
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TO    HENRY    LAURENS. 

Remarks  on  the  British   Government. 

Passy,  12  February,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  3d  instant  by  your  son, 
with  the  newspapers,  for  which  I  thank  you.  The 
disorders  of  that  government,  whose  constitution  has 
been  so  much  praised,  are  come  to  a  height  that  threat- 
ens some  violent  convulsion,  if  not  a  dissolution;  and 
its  physicians  do  not  even  seem  to  guess  at  the  cause 
of  the  disease,  and  therefore  prescribe  insufficient  reme- 
dies, such  as  place  bills,  more  equal  representation, 
more  frequent  elections,  &x.  &c.  In  my  humble  opin- 
ion, the  malady  consists  in  the  enormous  salaries,  emolu- 
ments, and  patronage  of  great  offices.  Ambition  and 
avarice  are  separately  strong  passions.  When  they  are 
united  in  pursuit  of  the  same  object,  they  are  too  strong 
to  be  governed  by  common  prudence,  or  influenced 
by  public  spirit  and  love  of  country;  they  drive  men 
irresistibly  into  factions,  cabals,  dissensions,  and  violent 
divisions,  always  mischievous  to  public  counsels,  de- 
structive to  the  peace  of  society,  and  sometimes  fatal 
to  its  existence.  As  long  as  the  immense  profits  of 
these  offices  subsist,  members  of  the  shortest  and  most 
equally  chosen  parliaments  will  have  them  in  view,  and 
contend  for  them,  and  their  contentions  will  have  all 
the  same  ruinous  consequences. 

To  me,  then,  there  seems  to  be  but  one  effectual 
remedy,  and  that  not  likely  to  be  adopted  by  so  cor- 
rupt a  nation  ;  which  is,  to  abolish  these  profits,  and 
make  every  place  of  honor  a  place  of  burden.  By 
that  means  the  effect  of  one  of  the  passions  above- 
mentioned  would  be  taken  away,  and  something  would 
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be  added  to  counteract  the  other.  Thus  the  number 
of  competitors  for  great  offices  would  be  diminished, 
and  the  efforts  of  those,  who  still  would  obtain  them, 
moderated. 

Thank  God  we  have  now  less  connexion  with  the 
affairs  of  these  people,  and  are  more  at  liberty  to  take 
care  of  our  own,  which  I  hope  we  shall  manage  better. 

We  have  a  terrible  winter  here ;  such  another  in 
this  country  is  not  remembered  by  any  man  living. 
The  snow  has  been  thick  upon  the  ground  ever  since 
Christmas  ;  and  the  frost  constant.  My  grandson  joins 
in  best  compliments  to  yourself  and  Miss  Laurens. 
With  sincere  esteem  and  affection,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    WILLIAM    STRAHAN. 

Political  Disorders  in  England. 

Passy,  16  February,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  and  read  with  pleasure  your  kind  letter 
of  the  1st  instant,  as  it  informed  me  of  the  welfare 
of  you  and  yours.  I  am  glad  the  accounts  you  have 
from  your  kinswoman  at  Philadelphia  are  agreeable, 
and  I  shall  be  happy  if  any  recommendations  from  me 
can  be  serviceable  to  Dr.  Ross,  or  any  others,  friends 
of  yours,  going  to  America. 

Your  arguments,  persuading  me  to  come  once  more 
to  England,  are  very  powerful.  To  be  sure,  I  long 
to  see  again  my  friends  there,  whom  I  love  abundant- 
ly; but  there  are  difficulties  and  objections  of  several 
kinds,  which  at  present  I  do  not  see  how  to  get  over. 

I  lament  with  you  the  political  disorders  England  at 
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present  labors  under.  Your  papers  are  full  of  strange 
accounts  of  anarchy  and  confusion  in  America,  of  which 
we  know  nothing,  while  your  own  affairs  are  really  in 
a  deplorable  situation.  In  my  humble  opinion,  the  root 
of  the  evil  lies  not  so  much  in  too  long,  or  too  une- 
qually chosen  Parliaments,  as  in  the  enormous  salaries, 
emoluments,  and  patronage  of  your  great  offices ;  and 
that  you  will  never  be  at  rest  till  they  are  all  abolished, 
and  every  place  of  honor  made  at  the  same  time,  in- 
stead of  a  place  of  profit,  a  place  of  expense  and 
burden. 

Ambition  and  avarice  are  each  of  them  strong  pas- 
sions, and  when  they  are  united  in  the  same  persons, 
and  have  the  same  objects  in  view  for  their  gratifica- 
tion, they  are  too  strong  for  public  spirit  and  love  of 
country,  and  are  apt  to  produce  the  most  violent  fac- 
tions and  contentions.  They  should  therefore  be  sep- 
arated, and  made  to  act  one  against  the  other.  Those 
places,  to  speak  in  our  old  style  (brother  type),  may 
be  good  for  the  chapel,  but  they  are  bad  for  the 
master,  as  they  create  constant  quarrels  that  hinder 
the  business.  For  example,  here  are  two  months  that 
your  government  has  been  employed  in  getting  its  form 
to  press ;  which  is  not  yet  fit  to  work  on,  every  page 
of  it  being  squabbled,  and  the  whole  ready  to  fall  into 
pie.  The  founts  too  must  be  very  scanty,  or  strangely 
out  of  sorts,  since  your  compositors  cannot  find  either 
upper  or  lower  case  letters  sufficient  to  set  the  word 
Administration,  but  are  forced  to  be  continually  turn- 
ing for  them.  However,  to  return  to  common  (though 
perhaps  too  saucy)  language,  do  not  despair ;  you  have 
still  one  resource  left,  and  that  not  a  bad  one,  since 
it  may  reunite  the  empire.  We  have  some  remains 
of  affection  for  you,  and  shall  always  be  ready  to  receive 
and  take  care  of  you  in  case  of  distress.     So  if  you 
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have  not  sense  and  virtue  enough  to  govern  yourselves, 
e'en  dissolve  your  present  old  crazy  constitution,  and 
send  members  to  Congress. 

You  will  say  my  advice  "smells  of  Madeira."  You 
are  right.  This  foolish  letter  is  mere  chitchat  between 
ourselves  over  the  second  bottle.  If,  therefore,  you 
show  it  to  anybody,  (except  our  indulgent  friends, 
Dagge  and  Lady  Strahan)  I  will  positively  solless  you. 
Yours  ever  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   BENJAMIN    VAUGHAN. 

Reflections  on  the  American  Treaty  with  England. 

Passy,  March,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

You  mention,  that  I  may  now  see  verified  all  you 
said  about  binding  down  England  to  so  hard  a  peace. 
I  suppose  you  do  not  mean  by  the  American  treaty ; 
for  we  were  exceeding  favorable,  in  not  insisting  on 
the  reparations  so  justly  due  for  the  wanton  burnings 
of  our  fine  towns,  and  devastations  of  our  plantations 
in  a  war,  now  universally  allowed  to  have  been  origi- 
nally unjust.  I  may  add,  that  you  will  also  see  veri- 
fied all  I  said  about  the  article  respecting  the  royal- 
ists, that  it  will  occasion  more  mischief  than  it  was 
intended  to  remedy,  and  that  it  would  have  been  bet- 
ter to  have  omitted  all  mention  of  them.  England 
might  have  rewarded  them  according  to  their  merits 
at  no  very  great  expense.  After  the  harms  they  had 
done  to  us,  it  was  imprudent  to  insist  on  our  doing 
them  good. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  overturn  you  mention  of  those 
beneficial  systems  of  commerce,  that  would  have  been 
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exemplary  to  mankind.  The  making  England  entirely 
a  free  port  would  have  been  the  wisest  step  ever  taken 
for  its  advantage. 

I  wish  much  to  see  what  you  say  a  respectable 
friend  of  mine  has  undertaken  to  write  respecting  the 
peace.  It  is  a  pity  it  has  been  delayed.  If  it  had 
appeared  earlier,  it  might  have  prevented  much  mis- 
chief, by  securing  our  friends  in  their  situations ;  for 
we  know  not  who  will  succeed  them,  nor  what  credit 
they  will  hold. 

By  my  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  my  going  soon 
to  London,  I .  meant  no  reflection  on  my  friends  or 
yours.  If  I  had  any  call  there  besides  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  those  whom  I  love,  I  should  have  no  doubts. 
If  I  live  to  arrive  there,  I  shall  certainly  embrace  your 
kind  invitation,  and  take  up  my  abode  with  you. 
Make  my  compliments  and  respects  acceptable  to  Mrs. 
Vaughan.  I  know  not  what  foundation  there  can  be 
for  saying  that  I  abuse  England  as  much  as  before  the 
peace.  I  am  not  apt,  I  think,  to  be  abusive ;  of  the 
two,  I  had  rather  be    abused. 

Enclosed  are  the  letters  you  desire.  I  wish  to  hear 
from  you  more  frequently,  and  to  have,  through  you, 
such  new  pamphlets  as  you  may  think  worth  my  read- 
ing. I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affection- 
ately, B.  Franklin. 


FROM    DAVID    HARTLEY    TO    B.  FRANKLIN. 

London,  2  March,  1784. 

My  dear  Friend, 

Will  you  be    so  good   as  to  transmit   the   enclosed 

to  Mr.  Jay?     I  am  sorry  that  we   are  going   to   lose 

him  from  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.     If  your  American 

ratification  should  arrive  speedily,  I  might  hope  to  have 
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the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  again  before  his  departure. 
As  soon  as  I  hear  from  you  of  the  arrival  of  your  rati- 
fication, I  will  immediately  apply  for  the  despatch  of 
the  British  ratification.  I  wish  very  much  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  conversing  with  you  again.  In  hopes  that 
that  time  may  come  soon,  I  have  nothing  further  to 
say  at  present.  Believe  me  always  to  be,  what  you 
have  always  known  me  to  have  been,  a  friend  of  gen- 
eral philanthropy,  and  particularly  your  ever  most  af- 
fectionate D.  Hartley. 


TO    CHARLES    THOMSON,    SECRETARY    OF    CONGRESS, 

Passy,  9  March,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  received  a  few  days  since  a  letter  from  Annapolis, 
dated  June  the  5th,  in  your  handwriting,  but  not 
signed,  acquainting  the  Commissioners  with  the  causes 
of  delay  in  sending  the  ratification  of  the  definitive 
treaty.  The  term  was  expired  before  that  letter  came 
to  hand ;  but  I  hope  no  difficulty  will  arise  from  a 
failure  in  a  point  not  essential,  and  which  was  occa- 
sioned by  accidents.  I  have  just  received  from  Mr. 
Hartley  a  letter  on  the  subject,  of  which  I  enclose  a 
copy. 

We  have  had  a  terrible  winter,  too,  here,  such  as 
the  oldest  men  do  not  remember,  and  indeed  it  has 
been  very  severe  all  over  Europe. 

I  have  exchanged  ratifications  with  the  ambassador  of 
Sweden,  and  enclose  a  copy  of  that  I  received  from  him. 

Mr.  Jay  is  lately  returned  from  England.  Mr.  Lau- 
rens is  still  there,  but  proposes  departing  for  America 
next  month,  as  does  also  Mr.  Jay,  with  his  family. 
Mr.  Adams  is  in  Holland,  where  he  has  been  detained 
by  business  and  bad  weather.     These  absences   have 
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occasioned  some  delays  in  our   business,  but   not   of 
much  importance. 

The  war  long  expected  between  the  Turks  and 
Russians  is  prevented  by  a  treaty,  and  it  is  thought 
an  accommodation  will  likewise  take  place  between 
them  and  the  Emperor.  Every  thing  here  continues 
friendly  and  favorable  to  the  United  States.  I  am 
pestered  continually  with  numbers  of  letters  from  people 
in  different  parts  of  Europe,  who  would  go  to  settle 
in  America,  but  who  manifest  very  extravagant  expec- 
tations, such  as  I  can  by  no  means  encourage,  and 
who  appear  otherwise  to  be  very  improper  persons. 
To  save  myself  trouble,  I  have  just  printed  some  co- 
pies of  the  enclosed  little  piece,  which  I  purpose  to  send 
hereafter  in  answer  to  such  letters.  Be  pleased  to 
present  my  dutiful  respects  to  Congress,  and  believe 
me  to  be,  with  sincere  esteem,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    HENRY    LAURENS. 

Passy,  12  March,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  write  this  in  great  pain  from  the  gout  in  both  feet ; 
but  my  young  friend,  your  son,  having  informed  me 
that  he  sets  out  for  London  to-morrow,  I  could  not 
let  slip  the  opportunity,  as  perhaps  it  is  the  only  safe 
one  that  may  occur  before  your  departure  for  America. 
I  wish  mine  was  as  near.  I  think  I  have  reason  to 
complain,  that  I  am  so  long  without  an  answer  from 
Congress  to  my  request  of  recall.  I  wish  rather  to 
die  in  my  own  country  than  here ;  and  though  the 
upper  part  of  the  building  appears  yet  tolerably  firm, 
yet,  being  undermined  by  the  stone  and  gout  united, 
its  fall  cannot  be  far  distant. 

VOL.    X.  10  G 
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You  are  so  good  as  to  offer  me  your  friendly  ser- 
vices. You  cannot  do  me  one  more  acceptable  at 
present,  than  that  of  forwarding  my  dismission.  In  all 
other  respects,  as  well  as  that,  I  shall  ever  look  on 
your  friendship  as  an  honor  to  me ;  being  with  sin- 
cere and  great  esteem,  dear  Sir,  &,c. 

B.  Franklijv. 

P.  S.  March  13.  Having  had  a  tolerable  night,  I 
find  myself  something  better  this  morning.  In  read- 
ing over  my  letter,  I  perceive  an  omission  of  my  thanks 
for  your  kind  assurances  of  never  forsaking  my  defence, 
should  there  be  need.  I  apprehend  that  the  violent 
antipathy  of  a  certain  person  to  me  may  have  pro- 
duced some  calumnies,  which,  what  you  have  seen 
and  heard  here  may  enable  you  to  refute.  You  will 
thereby  exceedingly  oblige  one,  who  has  lived  beyond 
all  other  ambition,  than  that  of  dying  with  the  fair 
character  he  has  long  endeavoured  to  deserve.  As  to 
my  infallibility,  which  you  do  not  undertake  to  main- 
tain, I  am  too  modest  myself  to  claim  it,  that  is,  in 
general ;  though  when  we  come  to  particulars,  I,  like 
other  people,  give  it  up  with  difficulty.  Steele  says, 
that  the  difference  between  the  Church  of  Rome,  and 
the  Church  of  England  on  that  point,  is  only  this ;  that 
the  one  pretends  to  be  infallible,  and  the  other  to 
be  never  in  the  wrong.  In  this  latter  sense,  we  are 
most  of  us  Church  of  England  men,  though  few  of 
us  confess  it,  and  express  it  so  naturally  and  frankly, 
as  a  certain  lady  here,  who  said,  "  I  do  not  know  how 
it  happens,  but  I  meet  with  nobody,  except  myself, 
that  is  always  in  the  right ;  Je  ne  trouve  que  moi  qui  a 
tovjours  raison" 

My  grandson  joins  me  in  affectionate  respects  to 
you  and  the  young  lady;  with  best  wishes  for  your 
health  and  prosperity. 
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TO    MRS.    MARY    HEWSON. 

Passy,  19  March,  1784. 

You  will  forget  me  quite,  my  dear  old  friend,  if  I 
do  not  write  to  you  now  and  then. 

I  still  exist,  and  still  enjoy  some  pleasure  in  that 
existence,  though  now  in  my  seventy-ninth  year.  Yet 
I  feel  the  infirmities  of  age  come  on  so  fast,  and  the 
building  to  need  so  many  repairs,  that  in  a  little  time 
the  owner  will  find  it  cheaper  to  pull  it  down  and 
build  a  new  one.  I  wish,  however,  to  see  you  first, 
but  I  begin  to  doubt  the  possibility.  My  children  join 
in  love  to  you  and  yours,  with  your  affectionate  friend, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    M.    DE    LA    CONDAMINE. 

Animal  Magnetism.  —  Cure  of  Diseases. 

Passy,  19  March,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  received  the  very  obliging  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  to  me  the  8th  instant,  with  the  epi- 
gram, for  which,  please  to  accept  my  thanks. 

You  desire  my  sentiments  concerning  the  cures  per- 
formed by  Camus  and  Mesmer.  I  think,  that,  in  gen- 
eral, maladies  caused  by  obstructions  may  be  treated 
by  electricity  with  advantage.  As  to  the  animal  mag- 
netism, so  much  talked  of,  I  must  doubt  its  existence 
till  I  can  see  or  feel  some  effect  of  it.  None  of  the 
cures  said  to  be  performed  by  it  have  fallen  under 
my  observation,  and  there  being  so  many  disorders 
wrhich  cure  themselves,  and  such  a  disposition  in  man- 
kind to  deceive  themselves  and  one  another  on  these 
occasions,  and  living  long  has  given  me  so  frequent  op- 
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portunities  of  seeing  certain  remedies  cried  up  as  curing 
every  thing,  and  yet  soon  after  totally  laid  aside  as 
useless,  I  cannot  but  fear  that  the  expectation  of  great 
advantage  from  this  new  method  of  treating  diseases 
will  prove  a  delusion.  That  delusion  may,  however, 
and  in  some  cases,  be  of  use  while  it  lasts.  There 
are  in  every  great,  rich  city  a  number  of  persons,  who 
are  never  in  health,  because  they  are  fond  of  medicines, 
and  always  taking  them,  whereby  they  derange  the 
natural  functions,  and  hurt  their  constitution.  If  these 
people  can  be  persuaded  to  forbear  their  drugs,  in  ex- 
pectation of  being  cured  by  only  the  physician's  finger, 
or  an  iron  rod  pointing  at  them,  they  may  possibly 
find  good  effects,  though  they  mistake  the  cause.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Franklijv. 

*  In  March,  1784,  Commissioners  were  appointed  at  the  instance  of 
the  King  of  France  for  examining  into  the  subject  of  animal  magnetism, 
as  practised  by  the  followers  of  Mesmer.  Five  members  were  selected 
from  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  namely,  Franklin,  Le  Roy,  Bailly, 
De  Bory,  and  Lavoisier.  To  these  were  joined  Majault,  Sallin,  D'Arcet, 
and  Guillotin,  from  the  Faculty  of  Medicine.  The  Commissioners  went 
through  a  long  and  detailed  investigation,  and  presented  an  elaborate 
report  on  the  11th  of  August. 

In  writing  to  Dr.  Ingenhousz  some  time  afterwards  on  this  subject, 
Dr.  Franklin  said;  "Mesmer  is  still  here,  and  has  still  some  adherents 
and  some  practice.  It  is  surprising  how  much  credulity  still  subsists 
in  the  world.  I  suppose  all  the  physicians  in  France  put  together 
have  not  made  so  much  money,  during  the  time  he  has  been  here,  as 
he  alone  has  done.  And  we  have  now  a  fresh  folly.  A  magnetizer 
pretends,  that  he  can,  by  establishing  what  is  called  a  rapport  between 
any  person  and  a  somnambule,  put  it  in  the  power  of  that  person  to 
direct  the  actions  of  the  somnambule,  by  a  simple  strong  volition  only, 
without  speaking  or  making  any  signs ;  and  many  people  daily  flock  to 
see  this  strange  operation." 
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FROM    RICHARD    PRICE    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

The  Royal  Society,  —  Political  Affairs  in  England.  — 
Dr.  Price's  Design  to  write  concerning  the  United 
States. 

Newington-Green,  6  April,  1784. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  have  been  long  intending  to  write  to  you,  and  I 
feel  ashamed  that  I  have  not  done  it  sooner.  Your 
letter,  which  was  brought  to  me  by  Mr.  Bingham,  gave 
me  great  pleasure.  It  enclosed  a  case  for  an  air  bal- 
loon, and  a  print,  which,  in  conformity  to  your  desire, 
I  delivered  to  the  President  of  the  Royal  Society, 
Soon  after  Mr.  Bingham's  arrival,  Mr.  Dagge  brought 
me  your  paper  on  a  mathematical  prize  question,  pro- 
posed by  the  Royal  Academy  of  B .  I  con- 
veyed this  to  Dr.  Priestley,  and  we  have  been  enter- 
tained with  the  pleasantry  of  it,  and  the  ridicule  it  con- 
tains. 

The  discovery  of  air  balloons  seems  to  make  the 
present  time  a  new  epoch,  and  the  last  year  will,  I 
suppose,  be  always  distinguished  as  the  year  in  which 
mankind  began  to  fly  in  France.  Nothing  has  yet 
been  done  here  in  this  way  of  any  consequence.  In 
the  Royal  Society  a  great  part  of  the  winter  has  been 
employed  in  a  manner  very  unworthy  of  philosophers. 
An  opposition  has  been  formed  to  the  President.  Mo- 
tions for  censuring  him  have  been  repeatedly  made  at 
our  weekly  meetings,  and  supported  by  Dr.  Horsley, 
the  Astronomer  Royal,  Mr.  Maseres,  Mr.  Maty,  and 
others.  These  motions  have  produced  long  and  warm 
debates.  Lately,  there  has  been  a  suspension  of  these 
debates ;  but  there  is  now  some  danger  that  they  may 
be  revived  again,  for  Mr.  Maty  has  just  resigned  his 
place  of  Secretary,  in  resentment. 

G* 
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In  your  letter  you  have  intimated,  that  you  then  en- 
tertained some  thoughts  of  visiting  London  in  the  spring. 
This  is  much  wished  for  by  your  friends  here,  and 
particularly  by  the  Club  at  the  London  Coffee  House, 
which  you  have  so  often  made  happy  by  your  com- 
pany. Dr.  Priestley  intends  coming  to  London  from 
Birmingham  in  about  a  fortnight ;  but,  could  he  reckon 
upon  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  London  at  any 
time,  he  would  contrive  to  come  up  at  that  time.  He 
has,  I  find,  been  chosen  a  member  of  the  Royal  Acad- 
emy of  Sciences  at  Paris.  This  is  indeed  a  singular 
honor,  and  must  give  him  particular  pleasure. 

Political  affairs  in  this  country  are  at  present  in  great 
confusion.  The  King,  after  dismissing  from  his  service 
the  leaders  of  the  late  odious  coalition,  and  appointing 
other  ministers  in  their  room,  to  the  great  joy  of  the 
kingdom,  has  at  last  found  it  necessary,  in  order  to 
maintain  the  new  ministers  in  power,  and  to  carry  on 
the  public  business,  to  dissolve  the  Parliament.  We 
are,  therefore,  now  in  the  midst  of  the  heat  and  com- 
motion of  a  general  election ;  and  such  is  the  influence 
of  government  on  elections,  and  also  the  present  tem- 
per of  the  people,  that  probably  the  new  ministers  will 
have  a  great  majority  in  their  favor  in  the  new  Par- 
liament. 

The  more  wise  and  virtuous  part  of  the  nation  are 
struggling  hard  to  gain  a  Parliamentary  reform,  and 
think,  with  great  reason,  that,  while  the  representation 
continues  such  a  mockery  as  it  is,  no  change  of  min- 
isters can  do  us  much  good.  But  an  equal  representa- 
tion is  a  blessing,  which  probably  we  shall  never  ob- 
tain till  a  convulsion  comes,  which  will  dissolve  all  gov- 
ernment and  give  an  opportunity  for  erecting  a  new 
frame. 

In  America,  there  is,  I  hope,  an  opening  for  a  better 
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state  of  human  affairs.  Indeed,  I  look  upon  the  revo- 
lution there,  as  one  of  the  most  important  events  in 
the  history  of  the  world.  Wishing,  for  the  sake  of 
mankind,  that  the  United  States  may  improve  properly 
the  advantages  of  their  situation,  I  have  been  lately  em- 
ploying myself  in  writing  sentiments  of  caution  and 
advice,  which  I  mean  to  convey  to  them  as  a  last  of- 
fering of  my  good  will.  I  know  I  am  by  no  means 
qualified  for  such  a  work,  nor  can  I  expect  that  any 
advice  I  can  give  will  carry  much  weight  with  it,  or 
be  much  worth  their  acceptance.  I  cannot,  however, 
satisfy  my  own  mind  without  offering  it,  such  as  it  is.* 
I  always  think  of  your  friendship  with  particular  satis- 
faction, and  consider  it  as  one  of  the  honors  and  bless- 
ings of  my  life.  You  have  attained  an  eminence  of 
credit  and  usefulness  in  the  world,  to  which  few  can 
aspire.  That  it  may  be  continued,  as  long  as  the 
course  of  nature  will  allow,  and  that  you  may  enjoy 
every  comfort  that  can  make  you  most  happy,  is,  dear 
Sir,  the  sincere  wish  of  yours  most  affectionately, 

Richard  Price. 


TO    JOHN    WALTER. 

On  the  Logographic  Method  of  Printing. 

Passy,  17  April,  1784. 

Sir, 
I  have   received  a  book,  for  which  I    understand   I 
am  obliged  to  you,  the  "Introduction  to  Logography." 
I  have  read  it  with  attention,  and,  as  far  as  I  under- 
stand it,  am  much  pleased  with  it.     I  do  not  perfectly 


This    design  was   carried  into   execution   in  a  pamphlet  entitled, 
"  Observations  on  the  Importance  of  the  American  Revolution." 
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comprehend  the  arrangement  of  his  cases ;  but  the  re- 
duction of  the  number  of  pieces  by  the  roots  of  words, 
and  their  different  terminations,  is  extremely  ingenious ; 
and  I  like  much  the  idea  of  cementing  the  letters,  in- 
stead of  casting  words  or  syllables,  which  I  formerly 
attempted,  and  succeeded  in  having  invented  a  mould, 
and  method  by  which  I  could  in  a  few  minutes,  form 
a  matrice,  and  adjust  it,  of  any  word  in  any  fount  at 
pleasure,  and  proceed  to  cast  from  it. 

I  send  enclosed  a  specimen  of  some  of  my  termi- 
nations, and  would  willingly  instruct  Mr.  Johnson  in 
the  method  if  he  desired  it ;  but  he  has  a  better.  He 
mentions  some  improvements  that  have  been  proposed, 
but  takes  no  notice  of  one  published  here  at  Paris, 
in  1776;  so  I  suppose  he  has  neither  seen  nor  heard 
of  it.  It  is  in  a  quarto  pamphlet,  entitled,  "JYouveau 
Systeme  Typographique,  on  Moyen  de  diminuer,  de  Moi- 
tie,  dans  toutes  les  Imprimeries  de  P  Europe,  le  Travail  et 
les  Frais  de  Composition,  de  Correction,  de  Distribution, 
decouvert  en  111  A,  par  Madame  de  *  **  *.  Frustra 
fit  per  plura  quod  potest  fieri  per  pauciora.  A  Paris, 
de  VImprimerie  Roy  ale,  MDCCLXXVI."  It  is  dedicat- 
ed to  the  King,  who  was  at  the  expense  of  the  ex- 
periments. Two  commissaries  were  named  to  examine 
and  render  an  account  of  them ;  they  were  M.  Des- 
marets,  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  M.  Barbou,  an 
eminent  printer.  Their  report  concludes  thus  ;  "  Nous 
nous  contenterons  de  dire  ici,  que  M.  de  St.  Paul  a 
rempli  les  engagemens  qu'il  avoit  contractus  avec  le 
Gouvernement ;  que  ses  experiences  projetees  ont  ete 
conduites  avec  beaucoup  de  mcthode  et  d'intelligence 
de  sa  part ;  et  que  par  des  calculs  longs  et  penibles, 
qui  sont  le  fruit  d'un  grand  nombre  de  combinaisons 
raisonnees,  il  en  a  deduit  plusieurs  resultats  qui  me- 
ritent  d'etre  proposes  aux  artistes,  et  qui  nous  paroissent 
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propres  a  eclairer  la  pratique  de  l'imprimerie  actuelle, 
et  a  en  abreger  certainement  les  procedees.  Son  projet 
ne  peut  que  gagner  aux  contradictions  qu'il  essuiera 
sans  doute,  de  la  part  des  gens  de  Part.  A  Paris,  le 
8  Janvier,  1776."  The  pamphlet  consists  of  sixty-six 
pages,  containing  a  number  of  tables  of  words  and 
parts  of  words,  explanations  of  those  tables,  calcula- 
tions, answers  to  objections,  &c.  I  will  endeavour  to 
get  one  to  send  you  if  you  desire  it;  mine  is  bound 
up  with  others  in  a  volume. 

It  was  after  seeing  this  piece,  that  I  cast  the  syllables 
I  send  you  a  sample  of.  I  have  not  heard,  that  any 
of  the  printers  here  make  at  present  the  least  use  of 
the  invention  of  Madame  de  *  *  *.  You  will  observe, 
that  it  pretended  only  to  lessen  the  work  by  one  half; 
Mr.  Johnson's  method  lessens  it  three  fourths.  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  with  what  the  letters  are  cemented. 
I  think  cementing  better  than  casting  them  together, 
because  if  one  letter  happens  to  be  battered,  it  may 
be  taken  away  and  another  cemented  in  its  place.  I 
received  no  letter  with  the  pamphlet.*     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


#  The  logographic  method  of  printing  was  tried  by  a  most  diligent 
and  laborious  series  of  experiments,  at  an  enormous  expense,  by  Mr. 
Walter,  who  knew  nothing  of  the  art  himself.  Several  works  were 
printed,  as  was  the  newspaper  called  the  Times  originally,  by  that  method. 
But  it  really  failed ;  some  little  time  was  saved  in  the  compositors1  part, 
but  it  was  lost  in  distribution.  The  casting  was  also  triple  the  cost  of 
single  types ;  for,  even  for  the  logography,  single  letters  were  first  cast 
with  one  half  the  shank  of  the  letter  shaped,  in  carpenters'  language,  like 
a  tenon;  those  were  composed  into  words  or  parts  of  words,  and  put  into 
a  common  matrix,  so  that  the  part  resembling  the  mortise  should  be  cast 
round  them ;  when  they  were  dressed  like  common  types.  It  was  an 
art  travelling  backward.  The  expense  was  enormous,  and  it  failed.  It 
was  exactly  the  same  method  as  that  pursued  in  France.  —  Duane. 

VOL.  X.  11 
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TO    BENJAMIN    WEBB. 

A  new  Method  of  repaying  Money  lent 

Passy,  22  April,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  yours  of  the  15th  instant,  and  the  me- 
morial it  enclosed.  The  account  they  give  of  your 
situation  grieves  me.  I  send  you  herewith  a  bill  for 
ten  louis  d'ors.  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  such  a  sum ; 
I  only  lend  it  to  you.  When  you  shall  return  to  your 
country  with  a  good  character,  you  cannot  fail  of  getting 
into  some  business,  that  will  in  time  enable  you  to 
pay  all  your  debts.  In  that  case,  when  you  meet  with 
another  honest  man  in  similar  distress,  you  must  pay 
me  by  lending  this  sum  to  him ;  enjoining  him  to  dis- 
charge the  debt  by  a  like  operation,  when  he  shall 
be  able,  and  shall  meet  with  such  another  opportunity. 
I  hope  it  may  thus  go  through  many  hands,  before 
it  meets  with  a  knave  that  will  stop  its  progress.  This 
is  a  trick  of  mine  for  doing  a  deal  of  good  with  a  little 
money.  I  am  not  rich  enough  to  afford  much  in  good 
works,  and  so  am  obliged  to  be  cunning  and  make 
the  most  of  a  little.  With  best  wishes  for  the  suc- 
cess of  your  memorial,  and  your  future  prosperity,  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    SAMUEL    MATHER. 

Cotton  Mather.  —  Biographical  Anecdotes. 

Passy,  12  May,  1784. 

Reverend  Sir, 
I  received  your  kind  letter,  with  your  excellent  ad- 
vice to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  which  I  read 
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with  great  pleasure,  and  hope  it  will  be  duly  regarded. 
Such  writings,  though  they  may  be  lightly  passed  over 
by  many  readers,  yet,  if  they  make  a  deep  impression 
on  one  active  mind  in  a  hundred,  the  effects  may  be 
considerable.  Permit  me  to  mention  one  little  instance, 
which,  though  it  relates  to  myself,  will  not  be  quite 
uninteresting  to  you.  When  I  was  a  boy,  I  met  with 
a  book,  entitled  "Essays  to  do  Good"  which  I  think  was 
written  by  your  father.*  It  had  been  so  little  regarded 
by  a  former  possessor,  that  several  leaves  of  it  were 
torn  out;  but  the  remainder  gave  me  such  a  turn  of 
thinking,  as  to  have  an  influence  on  my  conduct  through 
life ;  for  I  have  always  set  a  greater  value  on  the  char- 
acter of  a  doer  of  good,  than  on  any  other  kind  of 
reputation ;  and  if  I  have  been,  as  you  seem  to  think, 
a  useful  citizen,  the  public  owes  the  advantage  of  it 
to  that  book. 

You  mention  your  being  in  your  seventy -eighth  year ; 
I  am  in  my  seventy-ninth ;  we  are  grown  old  together. 
It  is  now  more  than  sixty  years  since  I  left  Boston,  but  I 
remember  well  both  your  father  and  grandfather,  having 
heard  them  both  in  the  pulpit,  and  seen  them  in  their 
houses.  The  last  time  I  saw  your  father  was  in  the 
beginning  of  1724,  when  I  visited  him  after  my  first 
trip  to  Pennsylvania.  He  received  me  in  his  library, 
and  on  my  taking  leave  showed  me  a  shorter  way  out 
of  the  house  through  a  narrow  passage,  which  was 
crossed  by  a  beam  over  head.  We  were  still  talking 
as  I  withdrew,  he  accompanying  me  behind,  and  I 
turning  partly  towards  him,  when  he  said  hastily,  "  Stoop, 
stoop ! "  I  did  not  understand  him,  till  I  felt  my  head 
hit  against  the  beam.  He  was  a  man  that  never  missed 
any   occasion  of  giving  instruction,  and    upon    this  he 


*  Cotton  Mather. 
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said  to  me,  "  You  are  tjoung,  and  have  the  world  before 
you;  stoop  as  you  go  through  it,  and  you  will  miss 
many  hard  thumps"  This  advice,  thus  beat  into  my 
head,  has  frequently  been  of  use  to  me ;  and  I  often 
think  of  it,  when  I  see  pride  mortified,  and  misfortunes 
brought  upon  people  by  their  carrying  their  heads  too 
high. 

I  long  much  to  see  again  my  native  place,  and  to 
lay  my  bones  there.  I  left  it  in  1 723 ;  I  visited  it  in 
1733,  1743,  1753,  and  1763.  In  1773  I  was  in  Eng- 
land ;  in  1 775  I  had  a  sight  of  it,  but  could  not  enter, 
it  being  in  possession  of  the  enemy.*  I  did  hope  to 
have  been  there  in  1783,  but  could  not  obtain  my 
dismission  from  this  employment  here  ;  and  now  I  fear 
I  shall  never  have  that  happiness.  My  best  wishes 
however  attend  my  dear  country.  Esto  perpetua.  It 
is  now  blest  with  an  excellent  constitution ;  may  it  last 
for  ever! 

This  powerful  monarchy  continues  its  friendship  for 
the  United  States.  It  is  a  friendship  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  our  security,  and  should  be  carefully  cul- 
tivated. Britain  has  not  yet  well  digested  the  loss  of 
its  dominion  over  us,  and  has  still  at  times  some  flat- 
tering hopes  of  recovering  it.  Accidents  may  increase 
those  hopes,  and  encourage  dangerous  attempts.  A 
breach  between  us  and  France  would  infallibly  bring 
the  English  again  upon  our  backs;  and  yet  we  have 
some  wild  heads  among  our  countrymen,  who  are  en- 
deavouring to  weaken  that  connexion!  Let  us  pre- 
serve our  reputation  by  performing  our  engagements; 
our  credit  by  fulfilling  our  contracts;  and  friends  by 
gratitude  and    kindness;   for  we   know  not  how   soon 

In  October,  1775,  he  went  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  as  one  of  a 
committee  from  Congress  to  consult  with  General  Washington  respect- 
ing the  affairs  of  the  army  then  besieging  Boston. 
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we  may  again   have   occasion  for   all  of  them.     With 
great  and  sincere  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Commerce  with  the  British  and  French  Colonies. 

Passy,  12  May,  1784. 

Sir, 

In  my  last  I  acquainted  your  Excellency,  that  Mr. 
Hartley  was  soon  expected  here  to  exchange  ratifica- 
tions of  the  definitive  treaty.  He  is  now  arrived,  and 
proposes  to  make  the  exchange  this  afternoon.  I  shall 
then  be  enabled  to  send  a  copy.  Enclosed  is  the  new 
British  Proclamation  respecting  our  trade  with  their 
colonies.  It  is  said  to  be  a  temporary  provision,  till 
Parliament  can  assemble  and  make  some  proper  regu- 
lating law,  or  till  a  commercial  treaty  shall  be  framed 
and  agreed  to.  Mr.  Hartley  expects  instructions  for 
planning  with  us  such  a  treaty.  The  ministry  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  too  busy  with  the  new  elections, 
when  he  left  London,  to  think  of  those  matters. 

This  court  has  not  completed  its  intended  new  sys- 
tem for  the  trade  of  their  colonies,  so  that  I  cannot 
yet  give  a  certain  account  of  the  advantages,  that  will 
in  fine  be  allowed  us.  At  present  it  is  said  we  are 
to  have  two  free  ports,  Tobago  and  the  Mole,  and  that 
we  may  carry  lumber  and  all  sorts  of  provisions  to  the 
rest,  except  flour,  which  is  reserved  in  favor  of  Bor- 
deaux, and  that  we  shall  be  permitted  to  export  coffee, 
rum,  molasses,  and  some  sugar,  for  our  own  consump- 
tion. 

We  have  had  under  consideration  a  commercial  treaty 
proposed  to  us  by  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  have  sent 
it   back    with    our   remarks    to  Mr.  Adams,    who  will, 

VOL.  X.  H 
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I  suppose,  transmit  it  immediately  to  Congress.  Those 
planned  with  Denmark  and  Portugal  wait  its  determi- 
nation. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  the 
Congress,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  sincere  and  great 
esteem,  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 

May  13th.  I  now  enclose  a  copy  of  the  ratification 
of  the  definitive  treaty,  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty. 


TO    HENRY    LAURENS. 

Paris,  13  May,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  sorry  for  the  numerous  disappointments  you 
have  lately  met  with.  The  world,  it  is  true,  is  full  of 
disappointments,  but  they  are  not  equally  divided,  and 
you  have  had  more  than  your  share. 

The  ratifications  of  the  definitive  treaty  are  now  ex- 
changed ;  but  Mr.  Hartley  waits  for  instructions  re- 
specting a  treaty  of  commerce,  which,  from  what  you 
observe,  may  probably  never  arrive.  I  shall,  however, 
be  glad  to  receive  what  you  are  so  good  as  to  promise 
me,  your  thoughts  on  the  subject  of  such  a  treaty. 

You  have  been  so  kind  as  to  offer  me  your  friendly 
services  in  America.  You  will  oblige  me  greatly  in 
forwarding  my  dismission  from  this  employment,  for  I 
long  much  to  be  at  home;  and  if  you  should  think 
my  grandson  qualified  to  serve  the  States  as  secretary 
to  my  successor,  or  Charge  d'affaires,  till  a  succes- 
sor arrives,  I  shall  thank  you  for  recommending  him. 
His  knowledge  of  this  court,  and  acquaintance  with  the 
language,  and  the  esteem  the  minister  has  for  him,  are* 
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circumstances  in  his  favor;  his  long  experience  in  the 
business  here  is  another,  he  having  served  an  appren- 
ticeship to  it  for  more  than  seven  years.  His  intelli- 
gence, discretion,  and  address,  you  can  judge  better 
of  than  myself,  who  may  be  partial.  His  fidelity  and 
exactitude  in  performing  his  duty,  I  can  answer  for. 

My  best  wishes  attend  you,  your  very  valuable  son, 
and  amiable  daughter.  God  bless  you  all,  and  give 
you  a  good  voyage,  and  a  happy  meeting  with  your 
friends,  with  long  life,  health,  and  prosperity,  is  the 
sincere  prayer  of  your  affectionate  humble  servant, 

Bf  Franklin. 


TO    CHARLES    THOMSON,    SECRETARY    OF    CONGRESS. 

Ratification  of  the  Definitive  Treaty. 

Passy,  13  May,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  evening  Mr.  Hartley  met  with  Mr.  Jay 
and  myself,  when  the  ratifications  of  the  definitive  treaty 
were  exchanged.  I  send  a  copy  of  the  English  rati- 
fication to  the  President. 

Thus  the  great  and  hazardous  enterprise  we  have 
been  engaged  in,  is,  God  be  praised,  happily  com- 
pleted; an  event  I  hardly  expected  I  should  live  to 
see.  A  few  years  of  peace,  well  improved,  will  re-* 
store  and  increase  our  strength  ;  but  our  future  safety 
will  depend  on  our  union  and  our  virtue.  Britain  will 
be  long  watching  for  advantages,  to  recover  what  she 
has  lost.  If  we  do  not  convince  the  world,  that  we 
are  a  nation  to  be  depended  on  for  fidelity  in  treaties ; 
if  we  appear  negligent  in  paying  our  debts,  and  un- 
grateful to  those  who  have  served  and  befriended  us ; 
our   reputation,  and  all  the    strength   it   is   capable  of 
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procuring,  will  be  lost,  and  fresh  attacks  upon  us  will 
be  encouraged  and  promoted  by  better  prospects  of 
success.  Let  us  therefore  beware  of  being  lulled  into 
a  dangerous  security;  and  of  being  both  enervated 
and  impoverished  by  luxury;  of  being  weakened  by 
internal  contentions  and  divisions;  of  being  shamefully 
extravagant  in  contracting  private  debts,  while  we  are 
backward  in  discharging  honorably  those  of  the  public ; 
of  neglect  in  military  exercises  and  discipline,  and  in 
providing  stores  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  to  be 
ready  on  occasion ;  for  all  these  are  circumstances  that 
give  confidence  to  enemies,  and  diffidence  to  friends; 
and  the  expenses  required  to  prevent  a  war  are  much 
lighter  than  those  that  will,  if  not  prevented,  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  maintain  it. 

I  am  long  kept  in  suspense  without  being  able  to 
learn  the  purpose  of  Congress  respecting  my  request 
of  recall,  and  that  of  some  employment  for  my  secre- 
tary, William  Temple  Franklin.  If  I  am  kept  here  an- 
other winter,  and  as  much  weakened  by  it  as  by  the 
last,  I  may  as  well  resolve  to  spend  the  remainder 
of  my  days  here ;  for  I  shall  hardly  be  able  to  bear 
the  fatigues  of  the  voyage  in  returning.  During  my 
long  absence  from  America,  my  friends  are  continually 
diminishing  by  death,  and  my  inducements  to  return 
lessened  in  proportion.  But  I  can  make  no  prepara- 
tions either  for  going  conveniently,  or  staying  comfort- 
ably here,  nor  take  any  steps  towards  making  some 
other  provision  for  my  grandson,  till  I  know  what  I 
am  to  expect.  Be  so  good,  my  dear  friend,  as  to  send 
me  a  little  private  information.  With  great  esteem,  I 
am  ever  yours,  &c. 

B.  Franklin, 
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TO    MR.    AND    MRS.    JAY. 

Passy,  13  May,  1784. 

My  dear  Friends, 

I  find  I  shall  not  be  able  to  see  you  again  as  I  in- 
tended.  My  best  wishes,  however,  go  with  you,  that 
you  may  have  a  prosperous  voyage  and  a  happy  sight 
of  your  friends  and  families. 

Mr.  Jay  was  so  kind  as  to  offer  his  friendly  services 
to  me  in  America.  He  will  oblige  me  much  by  en- 
deavouring to  forward  my  discharge  from  this  employ- 
ment. Repose  is  now  my  only  ambition.  If  too,  he 
should  think  with  me,  that  my  grandson  is  qualified  to 
serve  the  States  as  secretary  to  a  future  minister  at  this 
court,  or  as  Charge  d'affaires,  and  will  be  kind  enough 
to  recommend  such  an  appointment,  it  will  exceedingly 
oblige  me.  I  have  twice  mentioned  this  in  my  letter 
to  Congress,  but  have  not  been  favored  with  any  an- 
swer ;  which  is  hard,  because  the  suspense  prevents 
my  endeavouring  to  promote  him  in  some  other  way. 
I  would  not,  however,  be  importunate ;  and  therefore, 
if  Mr.  Jay  should  use  his  interest  without  effect,  I  will 
trouble  them  no  more  on  the  subject.  My  grandson's 
acquaintance  with  the  language,  with  the  court  and 
customs  here,  and  the  particular  regard  M.  de  Ver- 
gennes  has  for  him,  are  circumstances  in  his  favor. 

God  bless  and  protect  you  both.  Embrace  my  little 
friend  for  me,  and  believe  me  ever  yours,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


vol.  x.  12  H 
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FROM    FRANCIS    HOPKINSON    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

American  Philosophical  Society.  —  Defects  in  the  usual 
Methods  of  teaching  Languages.  —  Balloons. 

Philadelphia,  24  May,  1784. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  cannot  suffer  so  good  an  opportunity  to  pass,  with- 
out renewing  my  assurances  of  the  love  and  respect  I 
have  for  you,  mine  and  my  father's  steady  friend.  It 
is,  indeed,  long  since  I  have  written  to  you,  and  much 
longer  since  I  have  received  a  letter  from  you.  Your 
more  serious  and  important  avocations  are  doubtless 
the  occasion  of  both.  I  am  unwilling  to  intrude  upon 
your  time,  and  you  are  too  much  engaged  in  the  em- 
barrassing and  vexatious  duties  of  a  public  station  and 
political  character,  to  amuse  yourself  with  letters  of 
mere  friendship  and  private  concern. 

I  have  long  looked  for  the  additional  volumes  of  the 
new  French  Encyclopedic.  You  have  forwarded  three, 
namely,  the  first  volumes  of  Jurisprudence,  Natural  His- 
tory, and  Mechanics;  but  I  am  told  there  are  several 
more  published. 

I  have  industriously  applied  myself  to  raise  from  a 
state  of  lethargy  our  Philosophical  Society.  In  this  I 
have  been  assisted  by  the  steady  abilities  of  Mr.  Rit- 
tenhouse,  and  the  sanguine  vivacity  of  Mr.  Vaughan, 
whom  you  know.  To  this  end  I  delivered  a  speech 
to  the  Society  last  winter,  the  purport  of  which  was  to 
rouse  their  attention  to  the  objects  of  their  institution, 
and  to  encourage  a  pursuit  of  experimental  philosophy, 
by  removing  what  I  believed  to  be  a  great  obstacle, 
especially  in  this  country,  that  is,  an  idea  that  none 
but  men  of  profound  learning  and  scholastic  education 
ought  to  meddle  with  pursuits  of  this  kind.     And  this 
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I  did,  by  asserting,  that  many  of  the  most  important 
discoveries  had  been  made  by  men,  who  had  not  lib- 
eral educations,  but  were  led  to  the  discovery  of  truth 
by  a  careful  attention  to  facts,  and  a  steady  investiga- 
tion of  the  phenomena  of  nature.* 

I  asserted,  that  the  book  of  nature  was  the  book  of 
knowledge;  that  it  was  open  to  all;  that  it  was  not 
written  in  Latin,  Greek,  or  Hebrew,  but  in  a  language 
intelligible  to  every  one,  who  would  take  the  pains  to 
read  and  observe.  This  gave  offence  to  some  of  the 
learned  faculty,  who  think  it  impossible  to  attain  wis- 
dom, but  by  means  of  grammar  rules,  a  system  of  logic, 
and  the  whole  fabric  of  metaphysics.  Perhaps  I  car- 
ried my  doctrine  a  little  too  far,  but  it  was  with  a 
view  to  encourage  those,  who  had  not  the  means  of 
a  learned  education,  to  become  useful  b}^  experimental 
inquiries.  I  would  send  you  a  copy  of  this  speech, 
if  I  thought  it  wTorth  your  attention.  It  had,  however, 
some  good  effect. 

I  have  long  thought,  that  a  great  reform  is  wanting 
in  the  education  of  youth.  Too  much  of  the  ancient 
superstitions  of  the  schools  remains.  A  great  deal  of 
precious  time  is  spent  in  forcing  upon  young  minds 
logical  and  metaphysical  subtilties,  which  can  never 
afterwards  be  applied  to  any  possible  use  in  life ;  whilst 
the  practical  branches  of  knowledge  are  either  slightly 
glanced  over,  or  totally  neglected.  Even  the  learned 
languages  are  in  my  opinion  taught  by  a  wrong  meth- 
od. The  grammar  should  be  the  last  book  put  into 
the  learner's  hands.  No  language  is  built  upon  its 
grammar,  but  the  grammar  is  deduced  from  the  lan- 
guage.    Elegance  of  style  in  speaking  or  writing  can 

*  See  this  Address  in  Hopkinson's  Miscellaneous   Essays  and  Occas- 
sional Writings,  Vol.  I.  p  359. 
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never  be  acquired  by  rules.  Conversing  with  men  of 
a  polished  conversation,  and  reading  books  of  approved 
composition,  will  insensibly  lead  the  ear  and  the  eye  to 
an  accurate  judgment  of  propriety  of  diction;  and  the 
scholar  will  with  great  facility  acquire  a  taste  for  ele- 
gance, which  no  system  of  rudiments  can  ever  in- 
culcate. 

More  of  our  knowledge  is  acquired  by  habit,  than 
we  are  aware  of.  We  attribute  too  much  to  the  under- 
standing. As  to  the  translation  of  Latin  words  into 
English,  a  vocabulary,  or  dictionary,  is  the  only  possi- 
ble resource ;  but  the  due  arrangement  of  these  words, 
so  as  to  make  them  elegantly  expressive,  is  more  easily 
attained  by  the  ear  than  any  other  method.  After  the 
scholar  has  made  himself  well  acquainted  with  the 
use  of  Latin  words,  that  is,  can  tell  the  English  of 
any  Latin  word  that  occurs,  I  would  wish  that  the 
teacher,  not  a  common  schoolmaster,  but  a  gentleman 
of  refined  taste,  should  continually  read  to  him  out  of 
the  most  approved  authors,  and  cause  the  pupil  to 
make  little  essays  of  his  own.  My  objection  to  gram- 
mar is,  that  its  rules  are  not  founded  in  nature.  In  a 
living  language  they  are  ever  fluctuating ;  general  cus- 
tom makes  propriety;  and  even  in  languages  called 
dead,  and  therefore  fixed,  the  rules  of  grammar  are 
necessarily  encumbered  with  so  many  exceptions,  that 
in  many  instances  it  is  immaterial  whether  we  take 
the  exceptions  to  the  rule,  or  the  rule  itself,  for  the 
standard. 

But  the  learning  of  a  language  by  means  of  a  gram- 
mar is  not  only  insufficient  to  inculcate  its  force  and 
its  elegances,  but  is  a  bar  to  the  acquirement.  We 
seldom  see  common  schoolmasters,  those  haberdashers 
of  moods  and  tenses,  possessed  of  the  least  feeling  or 
taste  for  the  authors  they  teach ;  much  less    are  they 
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able  to  write  with  urbanity  in  the  language  they  pro- 
fess. What  would  Virgil  think,  could  he  hear  his 
beautiful  poem  frittered  into  its  grammatical  compo- 
nent parts  in  one  of  our  schools?  How  would  Horace 
swear,  to  hear  one  of  his  Odes  parsed,  as  it  is  called, 
by  mood  and  tense?  All  the  spirit  of  elegance  must 
evaporate  under  such  an  operation.  But  I  have  inad- 
vertently fallen  upon  a  subject,  that  would  require  long 
discussion  and  argument  to  set  it  in  a  proper  light ;  let 
us  leave  it.* 

I  enclose,  for  your  amusement,  a  little  piece  which 
I  published  with  a  view  of  having  our  streets  better 
attended  to.  They  had  been  much  neglected  during 
the  war,  and  of  course  they  became  shamefully  dirty. 
My  performance  fully  answered  my  intention,  and  above 
one  hundred  scavengers  were  employed  in  two  or  three 
days  after  its  appearance,  and  our  streets  are  now 
kept  tolerably  clean.  I  will  also,  if  I  can  get  it,  en- 
close another  squib,  in  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
ridicule  false  learning ;  but  no  great  effect  is  to  be  ex- 
pected from  it,  as  rooted  prejudices  are  not  so  easily 
shaken. 

We  have  been  diverting  ourselves  with  raising  paper 
balloons  by  means  of  burnt  straw,  to  the  great  aston- 
ishment of  the  populace.  This  discovery,  like  elec- 
tricity, magnetism,  and  many  other  important  phenom- 
ena, serves  for  amusement  at  first ;  its  uses  and  appli- 
cations will  hereafter  unfold  themselves.  There  may  be 
many  mechanical  means  of  giving  the  balloon  a  pro- 
gressive motion,  other  than  what  the  current  of  wind 
would  give  it.  Perhaps  this  is  as  simple  as  any.  Let 
the  balloon  be  constructed  of  an  oblong  form,  some- 


#  Much  more  on   the    subject    of  education   may  be   found   in   the 
Miscellaneous  Essays,  &c.  Vol.  I.  p.  12;  Vol.  II.  pp.  J,  41. 
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thing  like  the  body  of  a  fish,  or  of  a  bird,  or  a  wherry, 
and  let  there  be  a  large  and  light  wheel  in  the  stern, 
vertically  mounted.  This  wheel  should  consist  of  many 
vanes  or  fans  of  canvass,  whose  planes  should  be  con- 
siderably inclined  with  respect  to  the  plane  of  its  mo- 
tion exactly  like  the  wheel  of  a  smoke-jack.  If  the 
navigator  turns  this  wheel  swiftly  round  by  means  of  a 
winch,  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  would  (in  a  calm  at 
least)  give  the  machine  a  progressive  motion,  upon 
the  same  principle  that  a  boat  is  sculled  through  the 
water. 

But  my  paper  is  almost  out,  and  perhaps  your  pa- 
tience. If  you  can  spare  time,  let  me  know  that  I 
live  in  your  remembrance.  Any  philosophical  commu- 
nications will  highly  gratify  me,  and  be  thankfully  re- 
ceived by  our  Society,  who  expect  their  president  will 
now  and  then  favor  them  with  his  notice.  Are  we 
to  hope  that  you  will  revisit  your  native  country  or 
not;  that  country,  for  which  you  have  done  and  suf- 
fered so  much?  Whilst  there  is  any  virtue  left  in 
America,  the  names  of  Franklin  and  Washington  will 
be  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  Adieu,  and  be  as- 
sured there  is  no  one  who  loves  you  more,  than  your 
faithful  and  affectionate 

Francis  Hopkinson. 


FROM    DAVID    HARTLEY    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Defects  of  Form  in  ratifying  the  Treaty. 

Paris,  1  June,  1784. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  trans- 
mitted to  London  the  ratification  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  Great 
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Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America,  and  I  am 
ordered  to  represent  to  you,  that  a  want  of  form  ap- 
pears in  the  first  paragraph  of  that  instrument,  wherein 
the  United  States  are  mentioned  before  his  Majesty, 
contrary  to  the  established  custom  in  every  treaty  in 
which  a  crowned  head  and  a  republic  are  parties.  It 
is  likewise  to  be  observed,  that  the  term  definitive 
articles  is  used  instead  of  definitive  treaty,  and  the  con- 
clusion appears  likewise  deficient,  as  it  is  neither  signed 
by  the  President,  nor  is  it  dated,  and  consequently  is 
wanting  in  some  of  the  most  essential  points  of  form 
necessary  towards  authenticating  the  validity  of  the 
instrument. 

I  am  ordered  to  propose  to  you,  Sir,  that  these  de- 
fects in  the  ratification  should  be  corrected ;  which  might 
very  easily  be  done,  either  by  signing  a  declaration 
in  the  name  of  Congress  for  preventing  the  particular 
mode  of  expression,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  precedency 
in  the  first  paragraph,  being  considered  as  a  precedent 
to  be  adopted  on  any  future  occasion,  or  else  by  having 
a  new  copy  made  out  in  America,  in  which  these  mis- 
takes should  be  corrected,  and  which  might  be  done 
without  any  prejudice  arising  to  either  of  the  parties 
from  the  delay.*  I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect  and 
consideration,  &c.  D.  Hartley. 

#  Lord  Carmarthen  had  written  as  follows  to  Mr.  Hartley.  —  "I  re- 
ceived this  morning  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States  of  America ;  and  I  own  that  it  was  with  the 
greatest  surprise,  that  I  perceived  so  essential  a  want  of  form  as  appears 
in  the  very  first  paragraph  of  that  instrument,  wherein  the  United  States 
are  mentioned  before  his  Majesty,  contrary  to  the  established  custom  ob- 
served in  every  treaty,  in  which  a  crowned  head  and  a  republic  are  con- 
tracting parties.  The  conclusion  likewise  appears  extremely  deficient, 
as  it  is  neither  signed  by  the  President,  nor  is  it  dated,  and  consequently 
is  wanting  in  some  of  the  most  essential  points  of  form  necessary  towards 
authenticating  the  validity  of  the  instrument."  —  St.  James's,  May  28th, 
1784. 
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TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

Answer  to  Mr.  Hartley's  Objections  to  the  Form  of  the 
Ratification  of  the  Treaty. 

Passy,  2  June,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  have  considered  the  observations  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  communicating  to  me,  concerning  certain  in- 
accuracies of  expression,  and  supposed  defects  of  form- 
ality, in  the  instrument  of  ratification,  some  of  which 
are  said  to  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  affect  the  valid- 
ity of  the  instrument. 

The  first  is,  "  that  the  United  States  are  named  be- 
fore his  Majesty,  contrary  to  the  established  custom 
observed  in  every  treaty  in  which  a  crowned  head  and 
a  republic  are  the  contracting  parties."  With  respect 
to  this,  it  seems  to  me  we  should  distinguish  between 
that  act  in  which  both  join,  to  wit,  the  treaty,  and 
that  which  is  the  act  of  each  separately,  the  ratifica- 
tion. It  is  necessary,  that  all  the  modes  of  expres- 
sion in  the  joint  act  should  be  agreed  to  by  both  parties, 
though  in  their  separate  acts  each  party  is  master  of, 
and  alone  unaccountable  for  its  own  mode.  And,  on 
inspecting  the  treaty,  it  will  be  found  that  his  Majesty 
is  always  regularly  named  before  the  United  States. 
Thus  "the  established  custom  in  treaties  between 
crowned  heads  and  republics,"  contended  for  on  your 
part,  is  strictly  observed ;  and  the  ratification  following 
the  treaty  contains  these  words.  "  Now  know  ye,  that 
we,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  having 
seen  and  considered  the  definitive  articles  aforesaid, 
have  approved,  ratified,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these 
presents  do  approve,  ratify,  and  confirm  the  said  arti- 
cles,   AND    EVERY    PART    AND    CLAUSE    THEREOF,"   &C. 
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Hereby  all  those  articles,  parts,  and  clauses,  wherein 
the  King  is  named  before  the  United  States,  are  ap- 
proved, ratified,  and  confirmed,  and  this  solemnly,  under 
the  signature  of  the  President  of  Congress,  with  the 
public  seal  affixed  by  their  order,  and  countersigned  by 
their  Secretary. 

No  declaration  on  this  subject  more  determinate  or 
more  authentic  can  possibly  be  made  or  given ;  which, 
when  considered,  may  probably  induce  his  Majesty's 
ministers  to  wave  the  proposition  of  our  signing  a 
similar  declaration,  or  of  sending  back  the  ratification 
to  be  corrected  in  this  point,  neither  appearing  to  be 
really  necessary.  I  will,  however,  if  it  be  still  desired, 
transmit  to  Congress  the  observation,  and  the  diffi- 
culty occasioned  by  it,  and  request  their  orders  upon 
it.  In  the  mean  time  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  I 
am  confident  there  was  no  intention  of  affronting  his 
Majesty  by  their  order  of  nomination,  but  that  it  re- 
sulted merely  from  that  sort  of  complaisance,  which 
every  nation  seems  to  have  for  itself,  and  of  that  re- 
spect for  its  own  government,  customarily  so  expressed 
in  its  own  acts,  of  which  the  English  among  the  rest 
afford  an  instance,  when  in  the  title  of  the  King  they 
always  name  Great  Britain  before  France. 

The  second  objection  is,  "  that  the  term  definitive 
articles  is  used  instead  of  definitive  treaty"  If  the 
words  definitive  treaty  had  been  used  in  the  ratifica- 
tion instead  of  definitive  articles,  it  might  have  been 
more  correct,  though  the  difference  seems  not  great 
nor  of  much  importance,  as  in  the  treaty  itself  it  is 
called  "the  present  definitive  treaty" 

The  other  objections  are,  "  that  the  conclusion  like- 
wise appears  deficient,  as  it  is  neither  signed  by  the 
President,  nor  is  it  dated,  and  consequently  is  wanting 
in  some  of  the  most  essential  points  of  form  necessary 

VOL.    X.  13  I 
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towards  authenticating  the  validity  of  the  instrument." 
The  situation  of  seals  and  signatures,  in  public  instru- 
ments, differs  in  different  countries,  though  all  equally 
valid ;  for,  when  all  the  parts  of  an  instrument  are  con- 
nected by  a  ribband,  whose  ends  are  secured  un- 
der the  impression  of  the  seal,  the  signature  and  seal, 
wherever  placed,  are  understood  as  relating  to  and  au- 
thenticating the  whole.  Our  usage  is,  to  place  them 
both  together  in  the  broad  margin  near  the  beginning 
of  the  piece ;  and  so  they  stand  in  the  present  ratifica- 
tion, the  concluding  words  of  which  declare  the  inten- 
tion of  such  signing  and  sealing  to  be  giving  authen- 
ticity to  the  whole  instrument,  viz.  "In  testimony  where- 
of, We  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  hereunto  affixed;  Witness  his  Excellency  Thomas 
Mifflin,  Esquire,  President;"  and  the  date  supposed 
to  be  omitted,  perhaps  from  its  not  appearing  in  figures, 
is  nevertheless  to  be  found  written  in  words  at  length, 
viz.  "  this  fourteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four," 
which  made  the  figures  unnecessary.  With  great  es- 
teem and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &x. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    THE    COUNT    DE    CAMPOMANES.* 

Franklin's  Writings.  —  Power  of  an  Individual  to  do 
Good.  —  Two  erroneous  Opinions  injurious  to  national 
Felicity.  —  Hereditary  Descents. 

Passy,  5  June,  1784. 

Sir, 
I   have   received   much   instruction   and  pleasure   in 
reading  your  excellent  writings.     I  wish  it  were  in  my 

*  Campomanes  was  eminent  as  a  scholar,  a  statesman,  and   a  writer 
of  enlarged  and  liberal  ideas.     He  held  various  high  offices  at  different 
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power  to  make  you  a  suitable  return  of  the  same  kind. 
I  embrace  the  opportunity,  my  much  esteemed  friend, 
Mr.  Carmichael,  affords  me,  of  sending  you  a  late  col- 
lection of  some  of  my  occasional  pieces,  of  which,  if  I 
should  live  to  get  home,  I  hope  to  publish  another 
edition  much  larger,  more  correct,  and  less  unworthy 
your  acceptance.* 

You  are  engaged  in  a  great  work,  reforming  the  an- 
cient habitudes,  removing  the  prejudices,  and  promoting 
the  industry  of  your  nation.  You  have  in  the  Spanish 
people  good  stuff  to  work  upon,  and  by  a  steady  per- 
severance you  will  obtain  perhaps  a  success  beyond 
your  expectation ;  for  it  is  incredible  the  quantity  of 
good  that  may  be  done  in  a  country  by  a  single  man, 
who  will  make  a  business  of  it,  and  not  suffer  himself 
to  be  diverted  from  that  purpose  by  different  avoca- 
tions, studies,  or  amusements. 

There  are  two  opinions  prevalent  in  Europe,  which 
have  mischievous  effects  in  diminishing  national  felicity ; 
the  one,  that  useful  labor  is  dishonorable ;  the  other, 
that  families  may  be  perpetuated  with  estates.  In 
America  we  have  neither  of  these  prejudices,  which 
is  a  great  advantage  to  us.     You   will   see  our  ideas 

times,  and,  among"  others,  those  of  President  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
History,  President  of  the  Council  of  Castile,  and  Minister  of  State.  Dr. 
Robertson,  speaking  of  some  of  his  writings,  says,  "  Almost  every  point 
of  importance  with  respect  to  interior  police,  taxation,  agriculture,  man- 
ufactures, and  trade,  domestic  as  well  as  foreign,  is  examined  in  the 
course  of  these  works ;  and  there  are  not  many  authors,  even  in  the 
nations  most  eminent  for  commercial  knowledge,  who  have  carried  on 
their  inquiries  with  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  those  various  sub- 
jects, and  a  more  perfect  freedom  from  vulgar  and  national  prejudices, 
or  who  have  united  more  happily  the  calm  researches  of  philosophy 
with  the  ardent  zeal  of  a  public-spirited  citizen.  These  books  are  in 
high  estimation  among  the  Spaniards  ;  and  it  is  a  decisive  evidence  of 
the  progress  of  their  own  ideas,  that  they  are  capable  of  relishing  an 
author,  whose  sentiments  are  so  liberal."  —  History  of  America,  B.  VIII. 
*  This  design  was  never  fulfilled. 
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respecting  the  first,  in  a  little  piece  I  send  you,  called 
Information  to  those  who  would  remove  to  America* 
The  second  is  mathematically  demonstrable  to  be  an 
impossibility  under  the  present  rules  of  law  and  religion. 
Since,  though  the  estate  may  remain  entire,  the  family 
is  continually  dividing.  For  a  man's  son  is  but  half  of 
his  family,  his  grandson  but  a  fourth,  his  great  grand- 
son but  an  eighth,  the  next  but  a  sixteenth  of  his 
family ;  and,  by  the  same  progression,  in  only  nine  gen- 
erations the  present  proprietor's  part  in  the  then  pos- 
sessor of  the  estate  will  be  but  a  five  hundred  and 
twelfth,  supposing  the  fidelity  of  all  the  succeeding 
wives  equally  certain  with  that  of  those  now  existing ; 
too  small  a  portion,  methinks,  to  be  anxious  about,  so 
as  to  oppose  a  legal  liberty  of  breaking  entails  and  di- 
viding estates,  which  would  contribute  so  much  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  country.  With  great  and  sincere 
esteem  and  respect,  and  best  wishes  for  the  success 
of  your  patriotic  undertaking,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir,  &c.  B.  Franklin. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Definitive  Treaty  ratified  —  Jay  and  Laurens.  —  The 
Marquis  de  Lafayette. 

Passy,  16  June,  1784. 

Sir, 

My  letter  by  Mr.  Jay  acquainted  your  Excellency, 
that  the  ratifications  of  the  definitive  treaty  were  ex- 
changed. A  copy  of  the  British  part  was  also  sent 
by  him. 

Mr.  Hartley  remained  here  expecting  instructions  to 


*  See  Vol.  II.  p.  467. 
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treat  with  us  on  the  subject  of  commerce.  The  bustle 
attending  a  new  election  and  meeting  of  Parliament, 
he  imagined  might  occasion  the  long  delay  of  those 
instructions.  He  now  thinks,  that,  the  affair  of  the 
American  trade  being  under  the  consideration  of  Par- 
liament, it  is  probable  no  treaty  will  be  proposed  till 
the  result  is  known.  Mr.  Jay,  who  sailed  for  America 
the  1st  instant  from  Dover,  and  who  saw  there  several 
of  our  friends  from  London  before  his  departure,  and 
Mr.  Laurens  who  left  London  the  6th  to  go  on  in 
the  Falmouth  packet,  will  be  able  to  give  you  more 
perfect  informations  than  I  can,  of  what  may  be  ex- 
pected as  the  determination  of  the  British  government 
respecting  our  intercourse  with  their  islands ;  and, 
therefore,  I  omit  my  conjectures,  only  mentioning,  that 
from  various  circumstances  there  seems  to  be  some 
lurking  remains  of  ill  humor  there,  and  of  resentment 
against  us,  which  only  wants  a  favorable  opportunity  to 
manifest  itself. 

This  makes  it  more  necessary  for  us  to  be  upon  our 
guard,  and  prepared  for  events,  that  a  change  in  the 
affairs  of  Europe  may  produce ;  its  tranquillity  depend- 
ing, perhaps,  on  the  life  of  one  man,  and  it  being  im- 
possible to  foresee  in  what  situation  a  new  arrange- 
ment of  its  various  interests  may  place  us.  Ours  will 
be  respected  in  proportion  to  the  apparent  solidity  of 
our  government,  the  support  of  our  credit,  the  main- 
tenance of  a  good  understanding  with  our  friends,  and 
our  readiness  for  defence.  All  which  I  persuade  my- 
self will  be  taken  care  of. 

Enclosed  I  send  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hart- 
ley to  me,  respecting  some  supposed  defects  in  the 
ratification,  together  with  my  answer,  which  he  has 
transmitted  to  London.  The  objections  appeared  to 
me  trivial  and  absurd ;  but  I  thought  it  prudent  to  treat 
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them  with  as  much  decency  as  I  could,  lest  the  ill 
temper  should  be  augmented,  which  might  be  particu- 
larly inconvenient,  while  the  commerce  was  under  con- 
sideration. There  has  not  yet  been  time  for  Mr. 
Hartley  to  hear  whether  my  answer  has  been  satis- 
factory, or  whether  the  ministers  will  still  insist  on  my 
sending  for  an  amended  copy  from  America,  as  they 
proposed. 

I  do  not  perceive  the  least  diminution  in  the  good 
disposition  of  this  court  towards  us,  and  I  hope  care 
will  be  taken  to  preserve  it. 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  who  will  have  the  honor 
of  delivering  this  to  you,  has,  ever  since  his  arrival  in 
Europe,  been  very  industrious  in  his  endeavours  to 
serve  us,  and  promote  our  interests,  and  has  been  of 
great  use  on  several  occasions.  I  should  wish  the 
Congress  might  think  fit  to  express  in  some  proper 
manner  their  sense  of  his  merit. 

My  malady  prevents  my  going  to  Versailles,  as  I 
cannot  bear  a  carriage  upon  pavement ;  but  my  grand- 
son goes  regularly  on  court  days  to  supply  my  place, 
and  is  well  received  there.  The  last  letters  I  have 
had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  you,  are  of  the  14th 
of  January.     With  great  respect,  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Franklin, 


FROM    THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO    B.    FRANKLIN.* 

Boston,  19  June,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
Supposing  that  Congress  would  communicate  to  you 
directly  the  powers  committed  to  yourself,  Mr.  Adams, 

*  Mr.  Jefferson  was  appointed  by  Congress,  on  the  7th  of  May,  a  com- 
missioner to  join  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Adams  in  negotiating  treaties  of 
commerce  with  the  European  powers.  He  sailed  from  Boston  on  the 
5th  of  July,  and  arrived  in  Paris  on  the  6th  of  August. 
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and  myself,  I  have  delayed  from  day  to  day  the  honor 
of  writing  to  you,  in  hopes  that  every  day  would  open 
to  me  a  certainty  of  the  time  and  place  at  which 
I  might  sail.  A  French  packet  will  leave  New  York 
early  in  the  next  month.  By  her  I  mean  to  take  my 
passage,  and  may  therefore  expect,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  things,  to  have  the  pleasure  of  joining  you  at 
Paris  in  the  middle  or  latter  part  of  August,  and  of 
communicating  the  commissions  and  instructions  under 
which  we  are  to  act.  The  latter  are  more  special, 
than  those  heretofore  sent.  I  shall  then  also  have  the 
pleasure  of  giving  you  more  particular  information  of 
the  situation  of  our  affairs,  than  I  can  do  by  letter; 
in  general,  I  may  observe  to  you,  that  their  aspect  is 
encouraging. 

Congress,  understanding  that  Mr.  Jay  was  probably 
on  his  passage  to  America,  appointed  him  their  secre- 
tary for  foreign  affairs.  It  would  give  me  peculiar 
pleasure  to  meet  with  him  before  my  departure,  and 
to  know  that  he  wTill  act  in  an  office  with  which  we 
shall  be  so  immediately  connected.  Congress  ad- 
journed on  the  3d  of  June,  to  meet  at  Trenton  on  the 
first  Monday  of  November,  leaving  a  committee  of  the 
States  at  the  helm  during  their  recess. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  Mrs.  Bache 
and  her  family  were  well  when  I  left  Philadelphia, 
which  was  about  three  weeks  ago.  In  hopes  of  join- 
ing you  nearly  as  soon  as  you  will  receive  this  letter, 
I  subscribe  myself,  with  very  sincere  esteem  and  re- 
gard, dear  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Jefferson, 
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FROM    WILLIAM    CARMICHAEL    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Madrid,  9  July,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  arrived  here  on  the  26th  of  June.  My  first  busi- 
ness was  to  present  myself  at  Aranjuez,  where  the 
court  then  resided.  I  had,  in  some  measure,  engaged 
before  my  departure  from  Spain  to  return  before  the 
regal  family  left  that  residence.  So  far  I  have  fulfilled 
my  engagements.  On  this  account  I  set  off  from  Paris 
more  abruptly  than  I  wished  to  do.  I  do  not  know  as 
yet,  whether  I  may  not  have  given  more  offence  to  my 
personal  friends  there,  by  the  precipitation  with  which 
I  left  them,  than  I  have  given  satisfaction  to  my  po- 
litical ones  here,  by  the  desire  which  I  have  manifested 
to  return  agreeably  to  my  promise.  I  have,  however, 
the  consolation  to  find,  that  I  have  been  received  indi- 
vidually in   a  manner  that  is  highly  flattering  to  me. 

I  have  delayed  writing  to  your  Excellency,  because 
I  expected  to  have  an  answer  to  send  you  to  the 
letter,  which  you  wrote  to  the  Count  de  Campomanes 
by  me.  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  you  are 
chosen  a  member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  History 
here,  and  that  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  enclosing 
you  the  diploma,  and  the  answer  of  the  Count  de 
Campomanes  to  your  Excellency's  letter,  by  the  next 
post.  The  little  works  you  gave  me  will  soon  appear 
in  a  Spanish  dress.  If  they  lose  by  the  change  of 
costume,  I  can  assure  you  that  it  will  not  be  the  fault 
of  the  translator,  who  wishes  to  preserve  the  true  sense, 
spirit,  and  simplicity  of  the  original. 

In  a  few  days,  as  I  hope  to  have  more  leisure,  I  shall 
have  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  more  explicitly.  You 
seem  to  be  a  prophet  on  more  than  one  occasion,  for 
I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  suggesting  an  idea,  that 
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you  gave  me  with  respect  to  China.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  beg  your  Excellency  to  mention  me  in  the  proper 
manner  to  your  grandson,  and  to  all  those  who  do  me 
the  honor  to  remember  me,  and  to  believe  me,  with 
the  highest  respect  and  the  most  sincere  affection,  &x. 

William  Carmichael. 


FROM    RICHARD    PRICE    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Dr.  Price's  Pamphlet  on  the  American  Revolution. 
Letter  from  M.   Turgot. 

Newington  Green,  12  July,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  request  your  acceptance  of  the  pamphlet,  which 
accompanies  this  letter.*  It  is  intended  entirely  for 
America,  and  you  are  one  of  the  first  persons  to  whom 
it  has  been  communicated.  Most  of  the  few  copies, 
which  I  have  printed,  will  be  conveyed  to  America,  and 
I  hope  the  United  States  will  forgive  my  presumption 
in  supposing  myself  qualified  to  advise  them.  Indeed, 
I  almost  feel  myself  ashamed  at  what  I  have  done; 
but  the  consciousness  which  I  have,  that  it  is  well  in- 
tended, and  that  my  address  to  them  is  the  effusion 
of  a  heart  that  wishes  to  serve  the  best  interests  of 
society,  helps  to  reconcile  me  to  myself  in  this  instance, 
and  it  will,  I  hope,  engage  the  candor  of  others. 

The  letter  from  M.  Turgot,  which  you  will  receive 
with  this,  stands  at  present  in  the  press,  and  will  stand 
there  till  I  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  your  opinion 
concerning  the  propriety  of  making  it  public,  by  con- 
veying it  to  the  United  States  with  my  own  pamphlet. 
The  reason  of  my  doubts  about  this  is  the  charge  of 

#  Entitled,  "  Observations  on  the  Importance  of  the  American  Revolution" 
VOL.    X.  14 
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secrecy  with  which  it  concludes,  and  which  you  will 
find  written  in  the  margin.  In  compliance  with  this 
charge,  I  have  hitherto  kept  this  letter  private,  but  late- 
ly I  have  considered,  that  probably  it  was  only  some 
apprehension  of  personal  inconvenience,  that  led  him 
to  give  this  charge,  and  that  consequently  the  obliga- 
tion to  comply  with  it  ceased  with  his  life.  Dread- 
ing, however,  every  thing  that  might  be  reckoned  a 
breach  of  confidence,  my  scruples  are  continually  re- 
turning upon  me;  and  I  feel  them  the  more,  when  I 
think  that  possibly  he  may  have  left  a  family,  which 
may  suffer  in  France,  when  it  appears  there  that  he 
was  so  much  a  friend  to  liberty,  as  this  letter  will  show 
him  to  have  been. 

In  this  state  of  mind,  I  cannot  make  myself  easy  in 
any  other  way,  than  by  determining  to  request  the  fa- 
vor of  your  judgment  and  to  abide  by  it.  Should  you 
think,  that  no  ill  consequences  can  result,  from  pub- 
lishing this  letter,  to  any  family  that  M.  Turgot  may 
have  left,  and  that  his  death  has  freed  me  from  any 
obligation  to  keep  it  secret,  I  will  order  it  to  be  print- 
ed off,  and  send  it  to  America  with  my  pamphlet. 
Should  you  think  the  contrary,  it  shall  be  suppressed, 
and  I  shall  depend  on  your  being  so  good  as  to  de- 
stroy the  copy  sent  you.  You  will  add  much  to  the 
obligation  I  am  under  to  you  for  all  your  friendship, 
by  giving  me  a  few  lines  on  this  subject  as  soon  as 
may  be  convenient  to  you.  Should  you  think  it  im- 
proper to  write  by  the  post,  a  letter  or  any  parcel  you 
may  wish  to  convey  to  London,  may  be  sent  by  Miss 
Wilkes,  who  is  on  a  visit  with  the  Duchess  de  la  Val- 
liere  at  Paris,  and  will  return  by  the  2d  of  August.* 

I  wrote  to  you  by  the  post  about  three  months  ago, 

*  M.  Turgot's  letter  was  published,  and  appended  to  Dr.  Price's 
pamphlet. 
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and  hope  you  received  my  letter.  I  have  heard  lately 
with  pleasure,  that  you  are  pretty  well.  May  your 
health,  and  life,  and  usefulness  be  continued  as  long 
as  the  course  of  nature  will  admit.  Are  we  never  to 
have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  you  again  in  London? 
I  have  lately  been  at  Birmingham,  to  visit  Dr.  Priestley. 
He  is  very  happy  there,  and  going  on  successfully  with 
his  experiments. 

Mrs.  Price  desires  to  be  respectfully  remembered  to 
you.  She  is  in  a  very  weak  and  low  state,  but  not 
worse  than  she  has  been  for  some  time.  We  are 
thinking  of  spending  the  next  month  at  Brighthelmston. 
Wishing  you  every  blessing,  I  am,  my  dear  friend,  with 
the  greatest  regard,  ever  yours, 

Richard  Price. 


TO    THOMAS    PERCIVAL. 

Remarks  on  Duelling. 

Passy,  17  July,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  yesterday,  by  Mr.  White,  your  kind  letter 
of  May  11th,  with  the  most  agreeable  present  of  your 
new  book.*  I  read  it  before  I  slept,  which  is  a  proof 
of  the  good  effects  your  happy  manner  has  of  drawing 
your  reader  on,  by  mixing  little  anecdotes  and  histori- 
cal facts  with  your  instructions.  Be  pleased  to  accept 
my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  pleasure  it  has 
afforded  me. 

It  is  astonishing  that  the  murderous  practice  of  du- 
elling, which  you  so  justly  condemn,  should  continue 
so  long  in  vogue.  Formerly,  when  duels  were  used 
to  determine  lawsuits,  from  an  opinion  that  Providence 

*  Moral  and  Literary  Dissertations,  2d  edition.  —  W.  T.  F. 
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would  in  every  instance  favor  truth  and  right  with  vic- 
tory, they   were   excusable.     At  present,  they  decide 
nothing.     A   man  says  something,  which  another  tells 
him  is  a  lie.     They  fight ;  but,  whichever  is  killed,  the 
point   at    dispute   remains  unsettled.     To  this  purpose 
they  have  a  pleasant  little  story  here.     A  gentleman  in 
a  coffee-house  desired  another  to  sit  further  from  him. 
"Why  so?"    " Because,  Sir,  you  stink."     "That  is  an 
affront,  and  you  must  fight  me."     "  I  will  fight  you,  if 
you  bsist  upon  it ;  but  I  do  not  see  how  that  will  mend 
the  matter.     For  if  you  kill  me,  I  shall  stink  too ;  and 
if  I  kill  you,  you  will  stink,  if  possible,  worse  than  you 
do  at  present."     How  can  such  miserable  sinners  as  we 
are  entertain  so  much  pride,  as  to  conceit  that  every 
offence    against    our    imagined    honor    merits    death? 
These  petty  princes  in  their   own   opinion  would  call 
that   sovereign  a  tyrant,  who  should  put  one  of  them 
to  death  for  a  little  uncivil  language,  though  pointed  at 
his  sacred  person ;  yet  every  one  of  them  makes  him- 
self judge   in   his  own  cause,  condemns    the  offender 
without  a  jury,  and  undertakes  himself  to  be  the  exe- 
cutioner.    With  sincere  and  great  esteem,  I  have  the 

honor  to  be,  Sir,  &x. 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  Our  friend,  Mr.  Vaughan,  may  perhaps  com- 
municate to  you  some  conjectures  of  mine  relating  to 
the  cold  of  last  winter,  which  I  sent  to  him  in  return 
for  the  observations  on  cold  of  Professor  Wilson.  If 
he  should,  and  you  think  them  worthy  so  much  no- 
tice, you  may  show  them  to  your  Philosophical  So- 
ciety,* to  which  I  wish  all  imaginable  success.  Their 
rules  appear  to  me  excellent. 

*  The  Philosophical  Society  of  Manchester,  of  which  Dr.  Percival  was 
one  of  the  principal  founders  and  ornaments.  —  W.  T.  F. 
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TO    MESSRS.    WEEMS    AND    GANT,    CITIZENS    OF    THE 
UNITED    STATES    IN    LONDON. 

Ordination  of  American   Clergymen  of  the   Episcopal 

Church. 

Passy,  18  July,  1784. 

Gentlemen, 

On  receipt  of  your  letter,  acquainting  me  that  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  would  not  permit  you  to  be 
ordained,  unless  you  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  I 
applied  to  a  clergyman  of  my  acquaintance  for  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  your  obtaining  ordination  here. 
His  opinion  was,  that  it  could  not  be  done ;  and  that, 
if  it  were  done,  you  would  be  required  to  vow  obedi- 
ence to  the  Archbishop  of  Paris.  I  next  inquired  of 
the  Pope's  Nuncio,  whether  you  might  not  be  ordained 
by  their  Bishop  in  America,  powers  being  sent  him  for 
that  purpose,  if  he  has  them  not  already.  The  an- 
swer was,  "The  thing  is  impossible,  unless  the  gen- 
tlemen become  Catholics." 

This  is  an  affair  of  which  I  know  very  little,  and 
therefore  I  may  ask  questions  and  propose  means  that 
are  improper  or  impracticable.  But  what  is  the  ne- 
cessity of  your  being  connected  with  the  Church  of 
England?  Would  it  not  be  as  well,  if  you  were  of 
the  Church  of  Ireland?  The  religion  is  the  same, 
though  there  is  a  different  set  of  bishops  and  arch- 
bishops. Perhaps  if  you  were  to  apply  to  the  Bishop 
of  Derry,  who  is  a  man  of  liberal  sentiments,  he  might 
give  you  orders  as  of  that  Church.  If  both  Britain 
and  Ireland  refuse  you,  (and  I  am  not  sure  that  the 
Bishops  of  Denmark  or  Sweden  would  ordain  you, 
unless  you  become  Lutherans,)  what  is  then  to  be 
done?    Next  to  becoming  Presbyterians,  the  Episco- 

VOL.  X.  J 
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palian  clergy  of  America,  in  my  humble  opinion,  cannot 
do  better  than  to  follow  the  example  of  the  first  cler- 
gy of  Scotland,  soon  after  the  conversion  of  that  coun- 
try to  Christianity.  When  their  King  had  built  the 
Cathedral  of  St.  Andrew's,  and  requested  the  King  of 
Northumberland  to  lend  his  bishops  to  ordain  one  for 
them,  that  their  clergy  might  not  as  heretofore  be 
obliged  to  go  to  Northumberland  for  orders,  and  their 
request  was  refused ;  they  assembled  in  the  Cathedral ; 
and,  the  mitre,  crosier,  and  robes  of  a  bishop  being  laid 
upon  the  altar,  they,  after  earnest  prayers  for  direction 
in  their  choice,  elected  one  of  their  own  number; 
when  the  King  said  to  him,  "  Arise,  go  to  the  altar,  and 
receive  your  office  at  the  hand  of  God."  His  brethren 
led  him  to  the  altar,  robed  him,  put  the  crozier  in  his 
hand,  and  the  mitre  on  his  head,  and  he  became  the 
first  Bishop  of  Scotland. 

If  the  British  Islands  were  sunk  in  the  sea  (and  the 
surface  of  this  globe  has  suffered  greater  changes),  you 
would  probably  take  some  such  method  as  this  ;  and, 
if  they  persist  in  denying  you  ordination,  it  is  the  same 
thing.  A  hundred  years  hence,  when  people  are  more 
enlightened,  it  will  be  wondered  at,  that  men  in  Amer- 
ica, qualified  by  their  learning  and  piety  to  pray  for 
and  instruct  their  neighbours,  should  not  be  permitted 
to  do  it  till  they  had  made  a  voyage  of  six  thousand 
miles  out  and  home,  to  ask  leave  of  a  cross  old  gen- 
theman  at  Canterbury ;  who  seems,  by  your  account, 
to  have  as  little  regard  for  the  souls  of  the  people  of 
Maryland,  as  King  William's  Attorney- General,  Sey- 
mour, had  for  those  of  Virginia.  The  Reverend  Com- 
missary  Blair,  who  projected  the  College  of  that  Prov- 
ince, and  was  in  England  to  solicit  benefactions  and 
a  charter,  relates,  that,  the  Queen,  in  the  King's  ab- 
sence, having  ordered  Seymour  to  draw  up  the  charter, 
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which  was  to  be  given,  with  two  thousand  pounds  in 
money,  he  opposed  the  grant ;  saying  that  the  nation 
wTas  engaged  in  an  expensive  war,  that  the  money 
was  wanted  for  better  purposes,  and  he  did  not  see 
the  least  occasion  for  a  college  in  Virginia.  Blair  rep- 
resented to  him,  that  its  intention  was  to  educate  and 
qualify  young  men  to  be  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  much 
wanted  there;  and  begged  Mr.  Attorney  would  con- 
sider, that  the  people  of  Virginia  had  souls  to  be  saved, 
as  well  as  the  people  of  England.  "Souls!"  said  he, 
" damn  your  souls.  Make  tobacco"  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  Gentlemen,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    BENJAMIN    VAUGHAN. 

Restraints  on  Commerce.  —  Cook's  Voyages.  —  Dr. 
Price's  Pamphlet.  —  Luxury. 

Passy,  26  July,  1784. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  have  received  several  letters  from  you  lately,  dated 
June  16th,  June  30th,  and  July  13th.  I  thank  you 
for  the  information  respecting  the  proceedings  of  your 
West  India  merchants,  or  rather  planters.  The  re- 
straints, whatever  they  may  be  upon  our  commerce  with 
your  Islands,  will  prejudice  their  inhabitants,  I  appre- 
hend, more  than  us. 

I  have  received  Cook's  Voyages,  which  you  put  Mr. 
Oswald  in  the  way  of  sending  to  me.  By  some  mis- 
take the  first  volume  was  omitted,  and  instead  of  it  a 
duplicate  sent  of  the  third.  If  there  is  a  good  print 
of  Cook,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  it,  being  personally 
acquainted  with  him.  I  thank  you  for  the  pamphlets 
by  Mr.  Estlin.     Every  thing   you  send   me  gives   me 
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pleasure ;  to  receive  your  account  would  give  me  more 
than  all. 

I  am  told,  that  the  little  pamphlet  of  Advice  to  such 
as  would  remove  to  America*  is  reprinted  in  London, 
with  my  name  to  it,  which  I  would  rather  had  been 
omitted ;  but  wish  to  see  a  copy,  when  you  have  an 
opportunity  of  sending  it. 

Mr.  Hartley  has  long  continued  here  in  expectation 
of  instructions  for  making  a  treaty  of  commerce,  but 
they  do  not  come,  and  I  begin  to  supect  none  are 
intended ;  though  perhaps  the  delay  is  only  occasioned 
by  the  over  great  burden  of  business  at  present  on 
the  shoulders  of  your  ministers.  We  do  not  press 
the  matter,  but  are  content  to  wait  till  they  can  see 
their  interest  respecting  America  more  clearly,  being 
certain  that  we  can  shift  as  well  as  you  without  a 
treaty. 

The  conjectures  I  sent  you  concerning  the  cold  of 
last  winter  still  appear  to  me  probable.  The  moderate 
season  in  Russia  and  Canada,  does  not  weaken  them. 
I  think  our  frost  here  began  about  the  24th  of  Decem- 
ber;  in  America,  the  12th  of  January.  I  thank  you 
for  recommending  to  me  Mr.  Arbuthnot;  I  have  had 
pleasure  in  his  conversation.  I  wish  much  to  see  the 
new  pieces  you  had  in  hand.  I  congratulate  you  on 
the  return  of  your  wedding-day,  and  wish  for  your 
sake  and  Mrs.  Vaughan's,  that  you  may  see  a  great 
many  of  them,  all  as  happy  as  the  first. 

I  like  the  young  stranger  very  much.  He  seems 
sensible,  ingenious,  and  modest,  has  a  good  deal  of 
instruction,  and  makes  judicious  remarks.  He  will 
probably  distinguish  himself  advantageously.  I  have 
not  yet  heard  from  Mr.  Nairne. 


See  Vol.  II.  p.  467. 
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Dr.  Price's  pamphlet  of  advice  to  America  is  a  good 
one,  and  will  do  good.  You  ask,  "what  remedy  I 
have  for  the  growing  luxury  of  my  country,  which 
gives  so  much  offence  to  all  English  travellers  without 
exception."  I  answer,  that  I  think  it  exaggerated,  and 
that  travellers  are  no  good  judges  whether  our  luxury 
is  growing  or  diminishing.  Our  people  are  hospitable, 
and  have  indeed  too  much  pride  in  displaying  upon 
their  tables  before  strangers  the  plenty  and  variety  that 
our  country  affords.  They  have  the  vanity,  too,  of 
sometimes  borrowing  one  another's  plate  to  entertain 
more  splendidly.  Strangers  being  invited  from  house 
to  house,  and  meeting  every  day  with  a  feast,  imagine 
what  they  see  is  the  ordinary  way  of  living  of  all  the 
families  where  they  dine;  when  perhaps  each  family 
lives  a  week  afterwards  upon  the  remains  of  the  din- 
der  given.  It  is,  I  own,  a  folly  in  our  people  to  give 
such  offence  to  English  travellers.  The  first  part  of 
the  proverb  is  thereby  verified,  that  fools  make  feasts. 
I  wish  in  this  case  the  other  were  as  true,  and  wise 
men  eat  them.  These  travellers  might,  one  would  think, 
find  some  fault  they  could  more  decently  reproach 
us  with,  than  that  of  our  excessive  civility  to  them  as 
strangers. 

By  the  by,  here  is  just  issued  an  arret  of  Council 
taking  off  all  the  duties  upon  the  exportation  of  bran- 
dies, which,  it  is  said,  will  render  them  cheaper  in 
America  than  your  rum;  in  which  case  there  is  no 
doubt  but  they  will  be  preferred,  and  we  shall  be  bet- 
ter able  to  bear  your  restrictions  on  our  commerce. 
There  are  views  here,  by  augmenting  their  settlements, 
of  being  able  to  supply  the  growing  people  of  Amer- 
ica with  the  sugar  that  may  be  wanted  there.  On  the 
whole,  I  believe  England  will  get  as  little  by  the  com- 

VOL.  X.  15  J* 
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mercial  war  she  has  begun  with  us,  as  she  did  by 
the  military.*  Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I  am  yours 
ever,  B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  my  grand- 
son. I  am  persuaded  you  will  afford  him  your  civili- 
ties and  counsels.  Please  to  accept  a  little  present 
of  books,  I  send  by  him,  curious  for  the  beauty  of  the 
impression. 


FROM    COUNT    DE    CAMPOMANES    TO    B.   FRANKLIN. 

Remarks  on  Dr.  Franklin's  Writings.  —  His  Discoveries. 
—  Laws  in  Spain.  —  Royal  Jlcademy  of  History. 

Translation. 

Madrid,  26  July,  1784. 

Sir, 
I  have  received,  by  the  hands  of  my  friend  Mr.  Car- 
michael,  your  estimable  letter  of  the  5th  of  June,  the 
collection  of  your  miscellaneous  writings,  and  the  piece 
entitled,  Information  to  those  who  would  remove  to  Jlmer- 
ica.\  All  these  writings  exhibit  proofs  of  their  having 
proceeded  from  a  statesman,  endowed  with  foresight, 
and  vigilant  for  the  best  interests  of  his  country,  ac- 
cording to  the  political  combinations  and  systems  of 
government  under  which  they  were  composed;  and 
they  manifest,  at  the  same  time,  an  ardent  desire  for 
the  general  happiness  of  mankind,  founded  on  princi- 
ples and  calculations  carried  to  as  high  a  degree  of 
demonstration,  as  the  vicissitude  and  inconsistency  of 

*  A  large  portion  of  this  letter  is  here  omitted,  which  has  usually 
been  printed  as  a  separate  article,  On  Luxury,  Idleness,  and  Industry. 
See  Vol.  II.  p.  448. 

f  See  Vol.  II.  p.  467. 
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the  various  systems  adopted  for  the  government  of 
men  will  admit.  Your  views  and  reflections  show  the 
solidity  and  permanence  of  your  principles,  whether 
considered  as  applicable  to  the  American  colonies  in 
their  former  condition,  or  in  that  of  independent  States. 
In  both  cases  your  efforts  have  been  directed  to  the 
general  good,  without  running  into  those  extremes, 
which  are  apt  to  lead  astray  weak  minds  in  so  long 
and  arduous  a  contest,  as  we  have  seen  in  America, 
for  the  establishment  of  a  new  State  consisting  of  thir- 
teen provinces  under  different  constitutions,  and,  at  last, 
united  in  a  bond  of  union  for  the  mutual  benefit  of 
each  other. 

Nature,  which  you  have  profoundly  studied,  is  in- 
debted to  you  for  investigating  and  explaining  phe- 
nomena, which  wise  men  had  not  before  been  able  to 
understand ;  and  the  great  American  philosopher,  at 
the  same  time  he  discovers  these  phenomena,  suggests 
useful  methods  for  guarding  men  against  their  dangers. 

The  frankness,  with  which  you  dissuade  people  in 
Europe  from  emigrating  inconsiderately  to  America,  is 
a  proof  of  your  general  philanthropy,  and  of  a  can- 
dor peculiar  to  a  good  man,  true  philosopher,  and 
genuine  patriot.  You  extend  this  same  benevolence 
to  Spain,  in  your  remarks  respecting  the  honor  that  is 
due  to  labor,  and  against  the  entailment  of  estates. 
The  former  is  now  confirmed  among  us  by  a  recent 
law,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  herewith,  declaring  the 
honorable  light  in  which  every  description  of  artisans 
should  be  regarded.  Laborers  were  always  honored 
and  favored  by  our  laws.  As  to  what  regards  entail- 
ments, I  refer  you  to  what  I  wrote  in  the  year  1765, 
at  the  end  of  my  treatise  upon  Mortmain,  in  which 
I  think  I  have  demonstrated,  that  another  regulation 
ought  to  precede  this  in  the  progress  of  legislation.     I 
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add  also,  that  there  is  some  diversity  of  circumstances 
between    a   monarchical  and   democratical   constitution 

in  this  respect. 

I  should  have  great  pleasure  in  extending  these  re- 
flections, if  time  would  permit,  although  your  penetra- 
tion   and    sagacity   would    render    them    unnecessary. 
The  honor  conferred  upon  me  by  the  American  Phi- 
losophical  Society,  in   electing   me  a  member   on   the 
16th  of  January,  lays  me  under  the  pleasing   obliga- 
tion of  expressing  my  gratitude  through  you,  the  wor- 
thy President  of  the  Society.    Desirous  of  reciprocating 
in  some  manner  this  act  of  courtesy,  I  proposed  you 
as   an  honorary  member   of  the   Royal  Academy   of 
History,  of  which  I  am  President.     The  proposal  was 
responded   to  by  universal  acclamation;  the  Academy 
feeling  in  the  highest  degree  honored  by  having  on  its 
list  the  name  of  a  man  so   eminent  in  the   world   of 
letters,  and  so  distinguished  for  the  part  he  has  acted 
in  a  Revolution,  the  most  memorable  in  the  history  of 

modern  times.     I  am,  &c. 

Count  de  Campomanes. 


FROM    BENJAMIN    HARRISON,    GOVERNOR    OF    VIRGINIA, 

TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Requesting  him  to  engage  an  Artist  for   executing  a 
Statue  of  General  Washington. 

Richmond,  27  July,  1784. 

Sir, 
The  Assembly  of  this  State  have  voted  a  statue  oi 
our  late   worthy  Commander-in-chief,   General   Wash- 
ington, and  have  directed  one  side  of  the  pedestal  to 
be  filled  with  an  inscription ;  the  other  three,  with  the 
dress,  are  left  for  the  exercise  of  the  genius  of  your 
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humble  servant  and  his  Council ;  who  are  all  too  little 
acquainted  with  a  business,  that  requires  such  a  refine- 
ment of  genius  and  taste,  to  venture  any  thing  of  their 
own  to  the  eyes  of  the  critical  world. 

It  was  natural,  therefore,  for  us  to  look  round  for 
the  assistance  of  some  of  our  own  friends ;  and  we 
unanimously  pitched  on  yourself  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  as 
the  most  likely  to  come  up  to  our  wishes  and  the 
expectations  of  the  Assembly.  The  friendship  you 
have  honored  me  with  gave  me  the  confidence  to  as- 
sure the  gentlemen,  that  they  might  depend  on  your 
complying  with  the  request,  and  I  am  sure  you  will 
not  disappoint  me.  I  have  written  fully  to  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son on  the  subject,  enclosed  to  him  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Assembly,  and  ordered  Mr.  Peale  to 
send  to  his  address  a  full  length  picture  of  the  Gen- 
eral, and  have  requested  the  favor  of  him  to  confer 
with  you  on  the  whole  of  this  business. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  several  of  your  recom- 
mendations, and  have  on  every  occasion  paid  that  at- 
tention to  them  you  had  so  good  a  right  to  expect. 
If  in  this  or  any  other  way  I  can  be  of  use  to  you, 
you  will  please  to  command  me ;  for  be  assured  nothing 
will  make  me  happier,  than  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
render  you  service.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the 
most  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

Benjamin  Harrison.* 


*  M.  Houdon  was  the  artist  selected  for  executing  the  Statue,  which 
was  placed  in  the  State  House  at  Richmond.  See  Sparks's  Life  of 
Washington,  p.  390 ;  and  also  his  edition  of  Washington's  Writings, 
Vol.  IX.  pp.  131,  132. 
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TO    COUNT    DE    MERCY    ARGENTEAU.* 

Passy,  30  July,  1784. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency 
an  extract  from  the  instructions  of  Congress  to  their 
late  Commissioners  for  treating  of  peace,  expressing 
their  desire  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  his  Impe- 
rial Majesty,  and  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce 
for  the  mutual  advantage  of  his  subjects  and  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  which  I  request  you  will 
be  pleased  to  lay  before  his  Majesty.  The  appointing 
and  instructing  Commissioners  for  treaties  of  commerce 
with  the  powers  of  Europe  generally  has,  by  various 
circumstances,  been  long  delayed,  but  is  now  done; 
and  I  have  just  received  advice,  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  late 
Governor  of  Virginia,  commissioned  with  Mr.  Adams, 
our  minister  in  Holland,  and  myself,  for  that  service, 
is  on  his  way  hither,  and  may  be  expected  by  the 
end  of  August,  when  we  shall  be  ready  to  enter  into 
a  treaty  with  his  Imperial  Majesty  for  the  above  pur- 
pose, if  such  should  be  his  pleasure.  With  great  and 
sincere  respect,  &,c. 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM  COUNT  DE  MERCY  ARGENTEAU  TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Paris,  30  July,  1784. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  to  me  this  morning,  and  I  shall  lose  no  time  to 
transmit  the  contents  to  my  court. 

*  Austrian  Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  Versailles. 
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The  sentiments  of  the  Emperor  towards  the  United 
States  of  America  make  me  foresee  the  satisfaction, 
which  his  Majesty  will  have  to  enter  into  reciprocal, 
suitable,  and  advantageous  connexions  with  them.  I 
have  not  the  least  doubt,  but  that  measures  will  be 
instantly  taken  on  this  subject  to  concert  with  you,  Sir, 
and  with  the  appointed  Ministers  Plenipotentiary ;  and, 
as  soon  as  the  answer  from  my  court  shall  come,  I 
shall  instantly  communicate  it  to  you.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c. 

De  Mercy  Argenteau. 


TO    MESSRS.    SEARS    AND    SMITH. 

Duty  on  Slaves  imported  into  the  French  Islands. 

Passy,  4  August,  1784. 

Gentlemen, 

Upon  the  receipt  of  yours  relating  to  your  cargo  of 
slaves  at  Martinico,  I  endeavoured  to  inform  myself 
what  was  the  law  in  such  cases ;  and  I  found,  that  by 
an  arret  du  Conseil  oVEtat  du  Roi,  of  the  28th  of  June, 
1783,  there  is  a  duty  laid,  of  one  hundred  livres  per 
head,  on  all  negroes  imported  in  foreign  ships,  and 
this  duty  is  granted  and  is  to  be  paid  as  a  premium 
to  the  French  importers  of  negroes,  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  their  own  African  trade.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances I  am  advised,  that  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  a  general  national  law  should  be  set  aside  in 
favor  of  a  particular  foreign  ship ;  especially  as  the  King, 
if  he  forgives  the  duty  to  the  stranger,  must  thereby 
do  injustice  to  his  own  subjects,  to  whom  he  had 
promised  the  produce  of  that  duty,  unless  he  pays  it 
to  them  out  of  his  own  money,  which  we  cannot  de- 
cently request  him  to  do.     I  do  not,  therefore,  see  any 
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possibility  of  your  avoiding  payment.     I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  Gentlemen,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    MRS.    MARY    HEWSON. 

Invites  her  to  come  to  Paris. 

Passy,  15  August,  1784. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  July  20th.  I  wish 
you  had  executed  your  project  of  taking  a  little  trip 
to  see  me  this  summer.  You  would  have  made  me 
very  happy,  and  might  have  bathed  your  children  here, 
as  well  as  at  Southampton,  I  having  a  bath  in  my 
house,  besides  the  river  in  view.  I  like  your  monthly 
account  of  them,  and  in  return  send  you  my  daugh- 
ter's account  of  my  grandchildren  in  Philadelphia. 
You  will  see  she  expected  me  home  this  summer;  but 
my  constituents  have  sent  me  a  new  commission,  and 
I  must  stay  another  winter.  Can  you  not  come  and 
pass  it  with  me  here? 

Temple,  who  proposes  to  have  the  pleasure  of  de- 
livering this  to  you,  will  explain  to  you  how  you  may 
be  accommodated,  and,  if  you  can  resolve  to  come, 
will  conduct  you.  Except  being  at  home,  which  I 
begin  now  to  fear  I  never  shall  be,  nothing  could  give 
me  greater  pleasure.  Come,  my  dear  friend,  live  with 
me  while  I  stay  here,  and  go  with  me,  if  I  do  go,  to 
America.     Yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  My  love  to  the  dear  children,  particularly 
my  godson,  for  whom  Temple  has  a  little  present  of 
French  books. 
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TO    WILLIAM    FRANKLIN. 

Passy,  16  August,  1784. 

Dear  Son, 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  and  am 
glad  to  find  that  you  desire  to  revive  the  affectionate 
intercourse,  that  formerly  existed  between  us.  It  will 
be  very  agreeable  to  me ;  indeed,  nothing  has  ever 
hurt  me  so  much,  and  affected  me  with  such  keen 
sensations,  as  to  find  myself  deserted  in  my  old  age 
by  my  only  son ;  and  not  only  deserted,  but  to  find 
him  taking  up  arms  against  me  in  a  cause,  wherein 
my  good  fame,  fortune,  and  life  were  all  at  stake.  You 
conceived,  you  say,  that  your  duty  to  your  King  and 
regard  for  your  country  required  this.  I  ought  not  to 
blame  you  for  differing  in  sentiment  with  me  in  public 
affairs.  We  are  men,  all  subject  to  errors.  Our  opin- 
ions are  not  in  our  own  power;  they  are  formed  and 
governed  much  by  circumstances,  that  are  often  as  in- 
explicable as  they  are  irresistible.  Your  situation  was 
such  that  few  would  have  censured  your  remaining 
neuter,  though  there  are  natural  duties  which  pre- 
cede political  ones,  and  cannot  be  extinguished  by 
them. 

This  is  a  disagreeable  subject.  I  drop  it;  and  we 
will  endeavour,  as  you  propose,  mutually  to  forget  what 
has  happened  relating  to  it,  as  well  as  we  can.  I 
send  your  son  over  to  pay  his  duty  to  you.  You  will 
find  him  much  improved.  He  is  greatly  esteemed  and 
beloved  in  this  country,  and  will  make  his  way  any- 
where. It  is  my  desire,  that  he  should  study  the  law, 
as  the  necessary  part  of  knowledge  for  a  public  man, 
and  profitable  if  he  should  have  occasion  to  practise 
it.  I  would  have  you  therefore  put  into  his  hands 
those  law-books  you  have,  viz.  Blackstone,  Coke,  Ba- 
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con,  Viner,  &c.     He  will  inform  you,  that  he  received 
the  letter  sent  him  by  Mr.  Galloway,  and  the  paper  it 

enclosed,  safe. 

On  my  leaving  America,  I  deposited  with  that  friend 
for  you,  a  chest  of  papers,  among  which  was  a  manu- 
script of  nine  or  ten  volumes,  relating  to  manufactures, 
commerce,  and  finance,  which  cost  me  in  England 
about  seventy  guineas ;  and  eight  quire  books,  contain- 
ing the  rough  drafts  of  all  my  letters  while  I  lived  in 
London.  These  are  missing;  I  hope  you  have  got 
them ;  if  not,  they  are  lost.  Mr.  Vaughan  has  publish- 
ed in  London  a  volume  of  what  he  calls  my  political 
works.  He  proposes  a  second  edition;  but,  as  the 
first  was  very  incomplete,  and  you  had  many  things 
that  were  omitted,  (for  I  used  to  send  you  sometimes 
the  rough  drafts,  and  sometimes  the  printed  pieces  I 
wrote  in  London,)  I  have  directed  him  to  apply  to 
you  for  what  may  be  in  your  power  to  furnish  him 
with,  or  to  delay  his  publication  till  I  can  be  at  home 
again,  if  that  may  ever  happen. 

I  did  intend  returning  this  year;  but  the  Congress, 
instead  of  giving  me  leave  to  do  so,  have  sent  me 
another  commission,  which  will  keep  me  here  at  least 
a  year  longer;  and  perhaps  I  may  then  be  too  old 
and  feeble  to  bear  the  voyage.  I  am  here  among  a 
people  that  love  and  respect  me,  a  most  amiable 
nation  to  live  with;  and  perhaps  I  may  conclude  to 
die  among  them ;  for  my  friends  in  America  are  dying 
off,  one  after  another,  and  I  have  been  so  long  abroad, 
that  I  should  now  be  almost  a  stranger  in  my  own 
country. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  when  convenient,  but 
would  not  have  you  come  here  at  present.  You  may 
confide  to  your  son  the  family  affairs  you  wished  to 
confer  upon  with  me,  for  he  is  discreet ;   and  I  trust, 
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that  you  will  prudently  avoid  introducing  him  to  com- 
pany, that  it  may  be  improper  for  him  to  be  seen  with. 
I  shall  hear  from  you  by  him ;  and  letters  to  me  af- 
terwards will  come  safe  under  cover  directed  to  Mr. 
Ferdinand  Grand,  banker,  at  Paris.  Wishing  you 
health,  and  more  happiness  than  it  seems  you  have 
lately  experienced,  I  remain  your  affectionate  father, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    RICHARD    PRICE. 

Balloons.  —  English  Constitution.  —  State  of  America. 

Passy,   16  August,  1784. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  some  time  since  answered  your  kind  letter  of  July 
12th,  returning  the  proof  of  Mr.  Turgot's  letter,  with 
the  permission  of  his  friends  to  print  it.  I  hope  it 
came  safe  to  hand.  I  had  before  received  yours  of 
April,  which  gave  me  great  pleasure,  as  it  acquainted 
me  with  your  welfare,  and  that  of  Dr.  Priestley. 

The  commencement  here  of  the  art  of  flying  will, 
as  you  observe,  be  a  new  epoch.  The  construction 
and  manner  of  filling  the  balloons  improve  daily.  Some 
of  the  artists  have  lately  gone  to  England.  It  will 
be  well  for  your  philosophers  to  obtain  from  them 
what  they  know,  or  you  will  be  behindhand  ;  which  in 
mechanic  operations  is  unusual  for  Englishmen. 

I  hope  the  disagreements  in  our  Royal  Society  are 
composed.  Quarrels  often  disgrace  both  sides ;  and 
disputes  even  on  small  matters  often  produce  quarrels 
for  want  of  knowing  how  to  differ  decently;  an  art 
which  it  is  said  scarce  anybody  possesses  but  your- 
self and  Dr.  Priestley. 

I    had    indeed   thoughts   of    visiting   England   once 
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more,  and  of  enjoying  the  great  pleasure  of  seeing 
again  my  friends  there ;  but  my  malady,  otherwise  tol- 
erable, is  I  find  irritated  by  the  motion  in  a  carriage, 
and  I  fear  the  consequence  of  such  a  journey ;  yet  I 
am  not  quite  resolved  against  it.  I  often  think  of  the 
agreeable  evenings  I  used  to  pass  with  that  excellent 
collection  of  good  men,  the  club  at  the  London,  and  wish 
to  be  again  among  them.  Perhaps  I  may  pop  in  some 
Thursday  evening  when  they  least  expect  me.  You 
may  well  believe  it  very  pleasing  to  me  to  have  Dr. 
Priestley  associated  with  me  among  the  foreign  mem- 
bers of  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  I  had  mentioned 
him  upon  every  vacancy,  that  has  happened  since  my 
residence  here,  and  the  place  has  never  been  bestowed 
more  worthily. 

When  you  wrote  the  letter  1  am  now  answering, 
your  nation  was  involved  in  the  confusion  of  your  new 
election.  When  I  think  of  your  present  crazy  consti- 
tution and  its  diseases,  I  imagine  the  enormous  emolu- 
ments of  place  to  be  among  the  greatest;  and,  while 
they  exist,  I  doubt  whether  even  the  reform  of  your 
representation  will  cure  the  evils  constantly  arising  from 
your  perpetual  factions.  As  it  seems  to  be  a  settled 
point  at  present,  that  the  minister  must  govern  the 
Parliament,  who  are  to  do  every  thing  he  would  have 
done ;  and  he  is  to  bribe  them  to  do  this,  and  the  peo- 
ple are  to  furnish  the  money  to  pay  these  bribes ;  the 
Parliament  appears  to  me  a  very  expensive  machine 
for  government,  and  I  apprehend  the  people  will  find 
out  in  time,  that  they  may  as  well  be  governed,  and 
that  it  will  be  much  cheaper  to  be  governed,  by  the 
minister  alone;  no  Parliament  being  preferable  to  the 
present. 

Your  newspapers  are  full  of  fictitious  accounts  of 
distractions  in   America.     We  know  nothing  of  them. 
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Mr.  Jefferson,  just  arrived  here,  after  a  journey  through 
all  the  States  from  Virginia  to  Boston,  assures  me,  that 
all  is  quiet,  a  general  tranquillity  reigns,  and  the  peo- 
ple well  satisfied  with  their  present  forms  of  govern- 
ment, a  few  insignificant  persons  only  excepted.  These 
accounts  are  I  suppose  intended  as  consolatory,  and 
to  discourage  emigrations.  I  think  with  you,  that  our 
Revolution  is  an  important  event  for  the  advantage  of 
mankind  in  general.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  lights- 
we  enjoy,  which  the  ancient  governments  in  their  first 
establishment  could  not  have,  may  preserve  us  from 
their  errors.  In  this  the  advice  of  wise  friends  may 
do  much  good,  and  I  am  sure  that  which  you  have 
been  so  kind  as  to  offer  us  will  be  of  great  service. 

Mr.  Jay  has  gone  to  America;  but  Mr.  Adams  is 
just  arrived  here,  and  I  shall  acquaint  him  with  your 
remembrance  of  him.  Many  thanks  for  your  kind 
wishes  respecting  my  health  and  happiness,  which  I 
return  fourfold,  being  ever  with  the  sincerest  esteem, 
my  dear  friend,  your  most  affectionate 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    LORD    HOWE. 


On  receiving  a  Copy  of  Cook's   Voyages  by  Order  of 

the  King. 

Passy,  18  August,  1784. 

My  Lord, 
I  received  lately  the  very  valuable  Voyage  of  the  late 
Captain  Cook,  kindly  sent  to  me  by  your  Lordship  in 
consideration  of  my  good-will  in  issuing  orders  towards 
the  protection  of  that  illustrious  discoverer  from  any 
interruption  in  his  return  home  by  American  cruisers. 


*  See  Vol.  V.  p.  123. 
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The  reward  vastly  exceeds  the  small  merit  of  the  ac- 
tion, which  was  no  more  than  a  duty  to  mankind.  I 
am  very  sensible  of  his  Majesty's  goodness  in  permit- 
ting this  favor  to  me,  and  I  desire  that  my  thankful 
acknowledgments  may  be  accepted.  With  great  re- 
spect, I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin.* 


TO    WILLIAM    STRAHAN. 

Invites  him  to  Passy. — Annihilation  of  profitable  Places. 
— American  Congress  and  British  Parliament. —  The 
late  War.  —  Emigration. 

Passy,  19  August,  1784. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  April  17th.  You  will 
have  the  goodness  to  place  my  delay  in  answering  to 
the  account  of  indisposition  and  business,  and  excuse 
it.  I  have  now  that  letter  before  me ;  and  my  grand- 
son, whom  you  may  formerly  remember  a  little  scholar 
at  Mr.  Elphinston's,  purposing  to  set  out  in  a  day  or 
two  on  a  visit  to  his  father  in  London,  I  sit  down  to 
scribble  a  little  to  you,  first  recommending  him  as  a 
worthy  young  man  to  your  civilities  and  counsels. 

You  press  me  much  to  come  to  England.  I  am 
not  without  strong  inducements  to  do  so ;  the  fund  of 
knowledge  you  promise  to  communicate  to  me  is  an 
addition  to  them,  and  no  small  one.     At  present  it  is 


*  A  gold  medal  was  struck  by  order  of  the  Royal  Society,  with  par- 
ticular reference  to  the  protection  afforded  to  Captain  Cook's  vessels 
by  the  Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  King  of  France.  The  Society  be- 
stowed upon  Dr.  Franklin  a  compliment  similar  to  the  King's,  by  pre- 
senting to  him  one  of  these  medals. 
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impracticable.  But,  when  my  grandson  returns,  come 
with  him.  We  will  talk  the  matter  over,  and  perhaps 
you  may  take  me  back  with  you.  I  have  a  bed  at 
your  service,  and  will  try  to  make  your  residence,  while 
you  can  stay  with  us,  as  agreeable  to  you,  if  possible, 
as  I  am  sure  it  will  be  to  me. 

You  do  not  "approve  the  annihilation  of  profitable 
places ;  for  you  do  not  see  why  a  statesman,  who  does 
his  business  well,  should  not  be  paid  for  his  labor  as 
well  as  any  other  workman."  Agreed.  But  why  more 
than  any  other  workman?  The  less  the  salary  the 
greater  the  honor.  In  so  great  a  nation,  there  are 
many  rich  enough  to  afford  giving  their  time  to  the 
public ;  and  there  are,  I  make  no  doubt,  many  wise 
and  able  men,  who  would  take  as  much  pleasure  in 
governing  for  nothing,  as  they  do  in  playing  chess  for 
nothing.  It  would  be  one  of  the  noblest  amusements. 
That  this  opinion  is  not  chimerical,  the  country  I  now 
live  in  affords  a  proof;  its  whole  civil  and  criminal 
law  administration  being  done  for  nothing,  or  in  some 
sense  for  less  than  nothing;  since  the  members  of  its 
judiciary  parliaments  buy  their  places,  and  do  not  make 
more  than  three  per  cent  for  their  money  by  their  fees 
and  emoluments,  while  the  legal  interest  is  five;  so 
that  in  fact  they  give  two  per  cent  to  be  allowed  to 
govern,  and  all  their  time  and  trouble  into  the  bargain. 
Thus  profit,  one  motive  for  desiring  place,  being  abol- 
ished, there  remains  only  ambition ;  and  that  being  in 
some  degree  balanced  by  loss,  you  may  easily  con- 
ceive, that  there  will  not  be  very  violent  factions  and 
contentions  for  such  places,  nor  much  of  the  mischief 
to  the  country,  that  attends  your  factions,  which  have 
often  occasioned  wars,  and  overloaded  you  with  debts 
impayable. 

I  allow   you   all   the   force  of  your  joke   upon   the 
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vagrancy  of  our  Congress.  They  have  a  right  to  sit 
where  they  please,  of  which  perhaps  they  have  made 
too  much  use  by  shifting  too  often.  But  they  have 
two  other  rights ;  those  of  sitting  when  they  please, 
and  as  long  as  they  please,  in  which  methinks  they 
have  the  advantage  of  your  Parliament;  for  they  can- 
not be  dissolved  by  the  breath  of  a  minister,  or  sent 
packing  as  you  were  the  other  day,  when  it  was  your 
earnest  desire  to  have  remained  longer  together. 

You  "  fairly  acknowledge,  that  the  late  war  terminated 
quite  contrary  to  your  expectation."  Your  expectation 
was  ill  founded;  for  you  would  not  believe  your  old 
friend,  who  told  you  repeatedly,  that  by  those  measures 
England  would  lose  her  colonies,  as  Epictetus  warned 
in  vain  his  master  that  he  would  break  his  leg.  You 
believed  rather  the  tales  you  heard  of  our  poltroonery 
and  impotence  of  body  and  mind.  Do  you  not  re- 
member the  story  you  told  me  of  the  Scotch  sergeant, 
who  met  with  a  party  of  forty  American  soldiers,  and, 
though  alone,  disarmed  them  all,  and  brought  them  in 
prisoners  ?  A  story  almost  as  improbable  as  that  of  the 
Irishman,  who  pretended  to  have  alone  taken  and 
brought  in  five  of  the  enemy  by  surrounding  them. 
And  yet,  my  friend,  sensible  and  judicious  as  you  are, 
but  partaking  of  the  general  infatuation,  you  seemed 
to  believe  it. 

The  word  general  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  general, 
your  General  Clarke,  who  had  the  folly  to  say  in  my 
hearing  at  Sir  John  Pringle's,  that,  with  a  thousand 
British  grenadiers,  he  would  undertake  to  go  from  one 
end  of  America  to  the  other,  and  geld  all  the  males, 
partly  by  force  and  partly  by  a  little  coaxing.  It  is 
plain  he  took  us  for  a  species  of  animals  very  little 
superior  to  brutes.  The  Parliament  too  believed  the 
stories   of  another  foolish  general,  I  forget  his   name, 
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that  the  Yankeys  never  felt  bold,  Yankey  was  un- 
derstood to  be  a  sort  of  Yahoo,  and  the  Parliament 
did  not  think  the  petitions  of  such  creatures  were  fit 
to  be  received  and  read  in  so  wise  an  assembly. 
What  was  the  consequence  of  this  monstrous  pride 
and  insolence  1  You  first  sent  small  armies  to  subdue 
us,  believing  them  more  than  sufficient,  but  soon  found 
yourselves  obliged  to  send  greater;  these,  whenever 
they  ventured  to  penetrate  our  country  beyond  the 
protection  of  their  ships,  were  either  repulsed  and 
obliged  to  scamper  out,  or  were  surrounded,  beaten, 
and  taken  prisoners.  An  American  planter,  who  had 
never  seen  Europe,  was  chosen  by  us  to  command 
our  troops,  and  continued  during  the  whole  war.  This 
man  sent  home  to  you,  one  after  another,  five  of  your 
best  generals  baffled,  their  heads  bare  of  laurels,  dis- 
graced even  in  the  opinion  of  their  employers. 

Your  contempt  of  our  understandings,  in  compari- 
son with  your  own,  appeared  to  be  not  much  better 
founded  than  that  of  our  courage,  if  we  may  judge  by 
this  circumstance,  that,  in  whatever  court  of  Europe  a 
Yankey  negotiator  appeared,  the  wise  British  minister 
was  routed,  put  in  a  passion,  picked  a  quarrel  with 
your  friends,  and  was  sent  home  with  a  flea  in  his  ear. 

But  after  all,  my  dear  friend,  do  not  imagine  that  I 
am  vain  enough  to  ascribe  our  success  to  any  supe- 
riority in  any  of  those  points.  I  am  too  well  acquaint- 
ed with  all  the  springs  and  levers  of  our  machine, 
not  to  see,  that  our  human  means  were  unequal  to 
our  undertaking,  and  that,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
justice  of  our  cause,  and  the  consequent  interposition 
of  Providence,  in  which  we  had  faith,  we  must  have 
been  ruined.  If  I  had  ever  before  been  an  atheist,  I 
should  now  have  been  convinced  of  the  being  and 
government  of  a  Deity  !    It  is  he  who  abases  the  proud 
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and  favors  the  humble.  May  we  never  forget  his 
goodness  to  us,  and  may  our  future  conduct  manifest 
our  gratitude. 

But  let  us  leave  these  serious  reflections  and  converse 
with  our  usual  pleasantry.  I  remember  your  observing 
once  to  me  as  we  sat  together  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  no  two  journeymen  printers,  within  your 
knowledge,  had  met  with  such  success  in  the  world 
as  ourselves.  You  were  then  at  the  head  of  your 
profession,  and  soon  afterwards  became  a  member  of 
Parliament.  I  was  an  agent  for  a  few  provinces,  and 
now  act  for  them  all.  But  we  have  risen  by  different 
modes.  I,  as  a  republican  printer,  always  liked  a  form 
well  planed  down;  being  averse  to  those  overbearing 
letters  that  hold  their  heads  so  high,  as  to  hinder  their 
neighbours  from  appearing.  You,  as  a  monarchist, 
chose  to  work  upon  crown  paper,  and  found  it  profit- 
able ;  while  I  worked  upon  pro  patria  (often  indeed 
called  foolscap)  with  no  less  advantage.  Both  our 
heaps  hold  out  very  well,  and  we  seem  likely  to  make 
a  pretty  good  day's  work  of  it.  With  regard  to  public 
affairs  (to  continue  in  the  same  style),  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  compositors  in  your  chapel  do  not  cast  off 
their  copy  well,  nor  perfectly  understand  imposing ;  their 
forms,  too,  are  continually  pestered  by  the  outs  and 
doubles,  that  are  not  easy  to  be  corrected.  And  I  think 
they  were  wrong  in  laying  aside  some  faces,  and  par- 
ticularly certain  head-pieces,  that  would  have  been  both 
useful  and  ornamental.  But,  courage!  The  business 
may  still  flourish  with  good  management ;  and  the 
master  become  as  rich  as  any  of  the  company. 

By  the  way,  the  rapid  growth  and  extension  of  the 
English  language  in  America,  must  become  greatly  ad- 
vantageous to  the  booksellers,  and  holders  of  copy- 
rights in  England.     A  vast  audience  is  assembling  there 
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for  English  authors,  ancient,  present,  and  future,  our 
people  doubling  every  twenty  years ;  and  this  will  de- 
mand large  and  of  course  profitable  impressions  of  your 
most  valuable  books,  I  would,  therefore,  if  I  possess- 
ed such  rights,  entail  them,  if  such  a  thing  be  prac- 
ticable, upon  my  posterity ;  for  their  worth  will  be  con- 
tinually augmenting.  This  may  look  a  little  like  ad- 
vice, and  yet  I  have  drunk  no  madeira  these  six  months. 
The  subject,  however,  leads  me  to  another  thought, 
which  is,  that  you  do  wrong  to  discourage  the  emi- 
gration  of  Englishmen  to  America.  In  my  piece  on 
population,  I  have  proved,  I  think,  that  emigration  does 
not  diminish  but  multiplies  a  nation.  You  will  not 
have  fewer  at  home  for  those  that  go  abroad ;  and  as 
every  man  who  comes  among  us,  and  takes  up  a  piece 
of  land,  becomes  a  citizen,  and  by  our  constitution 
has  a  voice  in  elections,  and  a  share  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country,  why  should  you  be  against  ac- 
quiring by  this  fair  means  a  repossession  of  it,  and 
leave  it  to  be  taken  by  foreigners  of  all  nations  and 
languages,  who  by  their  numbers  may  drown  and  stifle 
the  English,  which  otherwise  would  probably  become 
in  the  course  of  two  centuries  the  most  extensive  lan- 
guage in  the  world,  the  Spanish  only  excepted  ?  It  is 
a  fact,  that  the  Irish  emigrants  and  their  children  are 
now  in  possession  of  the  government  of  Pennsylvania, 
by  their  majority  in  the  Assembly,  as  well  as  of  a 
great  part  of  the  territory ;  and  I  remember  well  the 
first  ship  that  brought  any  of  them  over.  I  am  ever, 
my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin* 
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TO    GEORGE    WHATLEY. 

Tract  on  the  Principles  of  Trade,  —  Foundling  Hospi- 
tal. —  Double  Spectacles. 

Passy,  21  August,  1784. 

My  dear  old  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  May  3d,  1 783.  I  am 
ashamed  that  it  has  been  so  long  unanswered.  The 
indolence  of  old  age,  frequent  indisposition,  and  too 
much  business  are  my  only  excuses.  I  had  great 
pleasure  in  reading  it,  as  it  informed  me  of  your  welfare. 

Your  excellent  little  work,  The  Principles  of  Trade, 
is  too  little  known.*  I  wish  you  would  send  me  a 
copy  of  it  by  the  return  of  my  grandson  and  secretary, 
whom  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  civilities.  I 
would  get  it  translated  and  printed  here.  And  if 
your  bookseller  has  any  quantity  of  them  left,  I  should 
be  glad  he  would  send  them  to  America.  The  ideas 
of  our  people  there,  though  rather  better  than  those  that 
prevail  in  Europe,  are  not  so  good  as  they  should  be ; 
and  that  piece  might  be  of  service  among  them. 

Since  and  soon  after  the  date  of  your  letter,  we  lost 
unaccountably,  as  well  as  unfortunately,  that  worthy, 
valuable  young  man  you  mention,  your  namesake, 
Maddison.  He  was  infinitely  regretted  by  all  that 
knew  him. 

I  am  sorry  your  favorite  charity  f  does  not  go  on 
as  you  could  wish  it.  It  is  shrunk  indeed  by  your 
admitting  only  sixty  children  a  year.  What  you  have 
told  your  brethren  respecting  America  is  true.  If  you 
find  it  difficult   to  dispose   of  your  children   in    Eng- 

*  See  Vol.  II.  p.  383. 

f  The  Foundling  Hospital,  of  which  Mr.  Whatley  was  the  Treasurer. 
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land,  it  looks  as  if  you  had  too  many  people.  And 
yet  you  are  afraid  of  emigration.  A  subscription  is 
lately  set  on  foot  here  to  encourage  and  assist  mothers 
in  nursing  their  infants  themselves  at  home;  the  prac- 
tice of  sending  them  to  the  En/ants  trouves  having 
risen  here  to  a  monstrous  excess,  as,  by  the  annual 
bill,  it  appears  they  amount  to  near  one  third  of  the 
children  born  in  Paris !  The  subscription  is  likely  to 
succeed,  and  may  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  though  it 
cannot  answer  all  the  purposes  of  a  foundling  hospital. 
Your  eyes  must  continue  very  good,  since  you  can 
write  so  small  a  hand  without  spectacles.  I  cannot 
distinguish  a  letter  even  of  large  print ;  but  am  happy 
in  the  invention  of  double  spectacles,  which,  serving 
for  distant  objects  as  well  as  near  ones,  make  my 
eyes  as  useful  to  me  as  ever  they  were.  If  all  the 
other  defects  and  infirmities  were  as  easily  and  cheaply 
remedied,  it  would  be  worth  while  for  friends  to  live 
a  good  deal  longer,  but  I  look  upon  death  to  be  as 
necessary  to  our  constitution  as  sleep.  We  shall  rise 
refreshed  in  the  morning.  Adieu,  and  believe  me  ever 
yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    A    FRIEND    IN    ENGLAND.* 

General  MelvilL  —  Profession  of  Faith.  —  The  Old 

Testament. 

Passy,  21  August,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
Understanding  that   my  letter  intended  for   you   by 
General   Melvill,  was  lost   at   the   Hotel   d'Espagne,  I 


*  Supposed  to  be  Dr.  Priestley. 
VOL.  X.  L 
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take  this  opportunity  by  my  grandson  to  give  you  the 
purport  of  it,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect.  I  thanked 
you  for  the  pleasure  you  had  procured  me  of  the  Gen- 
eral's conversation,  whom  I  found  a  judicious,  sensible, 
and  amiable  man.  I  was  glad  to  hear  that  you  pos- 
sessed a  comfortable  retirement,  and  more  so  that  you 
had  thoughts  of  removing  to  Philadelphia,  for  that  it 
would  make  me  very  happy  to  have  you  there.  Your 
companions  would  be  very  acceptable  to  the  Library, 
but  I  hoped  you  would  long  live  to  enjoy  their  com- 
pany yourself.  I  agreed  with  you  in  sentiments  con- 
cerning the  Old  Testament,  and  thought  the  clause  in 
our  constitution,  which  required  the  members  of  As- 
sembly to  declare  their  belief,  that  the  whole  of  it  was 
given  by  divine  inspiration,  had  better  have  been  omit- 
ted. That  I  had  opposed  the  clause ;  but,  being  over- 
powered by  numbers,  and  fearing  more  might  in  future 
times  be  grafted  on  it,  I  prevailed  to  have  the  addi- 
tional clause,  "that  no  further  or  more  extended  pro- 
fession of  faith  should  ever  be  exacted"  I  observed 
to  you  too,  that  the  evil  of  it  was  the  less,  as  no  in* 
habitant,  nor  any  officer  of  government,  except  the 
members  of  Assembly,  was  obliged  to  make  that 
declaration. 

So  much  for  that  letter;  to  which  I  may  now  add, 
that  there  are  several  things  in  the  Old  Testament, 
impossible  to  be  given  by  divine  inspiration;  such  as 
the  approbation  ascribed  to  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  of 
that  abominably  wicked  and  detestable  action  of  Jael, 
the  wife  of  Heber,  the  Kenite.*  If  the  rest  of  the 
book  were  like  that,  I  should  rather  suppose  it  given 
by  inspiration  from  another  quarter,  and  renounce  the 
whole. 

*  Judges,  chap.  iv. 
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By  the  way,  how  goes  on  the  Unitarian  church  in 
Essex  Street?  And  the  honest  minister  of  it,*  is  he 
comfortably  supported?  Your  old  colleague,  Mr.  Rad- 
cliff,  is  he  living  ?    And  what  became  of  Mr.  Denham  ? 

My  grandson,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering 
this  to  you,  may  bring  me  a  line  from  you ;  and  I  hope 
will  bring  me  an  account  of  your  continuing  well  and 
happy. 

I  jog  on  still,  with  as  much  health,  and  as  few  of 
the  infirmities  of  old  age,  as  I  have  any  reason  to  ex- 
pect. But,  notwithstanding  the  decay  of  my  constitu- 
tion, my  regard  for  my  old  friends  remains  firm  and 
entire.  You  will  always  have  a  good  share  of  it,  for 
I  am  ever  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  dear  Sir,  &,c, 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM    JAMES    MCHEJVRY    TO    B.    FRANKLIN.f 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette.  —  The  Adjournment  of 
Congress,  and  Dissolution  of  the  Committee  of  the 
States. 

Baltimore,  24  August,  1784. 

Sir, 

As  it  may  be  a  satisfaction  to  the  friends  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Lafayette  to  learn,  that  his  visit  to  this  coun- 
try has  been  extremely  flattering  to  its  citizens,  and 
that  his  reception  has  been  marked  by  every  circum- 
stance expressive  of  gratitude  and  respect,  I  thought 
it  would  give  pleasure  to  you,  of  whom  I  have  often 
heard   him   express  the   liveliest  regard,  to  have  it  in 

#  Theophilus  Lindsey. 

f  Mr.  McHenry  was  at  this  time  a  delegate  in  Congress  from  Mary- 
land. He  afterwards  served  for  several  years  as  Secretary  of  War, 
during  the  administrations  of  Washington  and  Adams. 
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your  power  to  convey  to  them  this  information.  He 
is  now  with  our  late  general  at  Mount  Vernon,  and 
is  expected  in  this  town  about  the  first  of  next  month.* 

I  imagine  your  official  information  from  this  country 
must  be  very  imperfect,  and  may  continue  so  for  some 
time,  unless  Mr,  Jay,  who  has  arrived,  accepts  the 
Department  of  Foreign  Affairs.  You  know,  I  suppose, 
that  Congress  left  a  committee  of  the  States ;  but  this 
committee  is,  in  effect,  at  an  end,  without  the  form  of 
an  adjournment.  I  went  down  to  Annapolis  on  the 
20th  instant,  to  relieve  Mr.  Chase  (a  delegate  from 
this  State),  but  I  might  as  well  have  remained  at  home, 
for  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Blanchard  had  the  day  before 
signified  their  intention  to  return  to  their  States.  There 
being  only  nine  members  present,  a  motion  was  made 
by  General  Hand  to  fix  the  dissolution  on  those  gen- 
tlemen, which  would  have  been  entered  on  the  jour- 
nals, had  not  Mr.  Blanchard  withdrawn  just  as  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  about  to  be  called.  This  put  an 
end  to  the  committee,  as  he  did  not  choose  to  return. 

Owing  to  this  circumstance,  we  shall  have  no  visible 
federal  sovereignty  before  the  meeting  of  Congress  at 
Trenton.  I  dare  say  our  enemies  in  Europe  will  con- 
strue this  event  into  a  proof  of  a  spirit  of  disorder 
and  disunion  among  the  States,  not  distinguishing  be- 
tween the  States  and  their  fluctuating  representatives, 
who  cannot  be  always  wise,  always  moderate  men. 
The  truth  is,  the  eastern  delegates  did  not  think  a 
committee  of  the  States  necessary,  and  went  into  it 
merely  because,  that,  without  one,  they  could  not  have 
obtained  the  adjournment  to  Trenton.  The  passions 
and  sentiments  of  Congress    descending  to  the  com- 

*  The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  had  been  making  a  tour  through  various 
parts  of  the  United  States,  and  was  now  about  to  return  to  Europe. — 
See  Sparks's  edition  of  Washington's  Writings,  Vol.  IX.  pp.  55,  74,  77, 
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mittee  terminated  in  its  dissolution,  as  might  have  been 
foreseen.  The  States,  however,  have  been  at  no  time 
in  greater  harmony  with  each  other.  North  Carolina 
has  adopted  the  five  per  cent  impost.  Several  of  them 
have  passed  acts  to  vest  Congress  with  a  power  to 
regulate  commerce,  previous  to  our  recommendation  on 
that  subject,  while  Rhode  Island  alone  resists  the  impost. 
Your  name  has  been  often  of  late  mentioned  in 
Congress,  and  your  letters  alluded  to,  in  which  you 
press  for  leave  to  retire ;  but  your  friends  have  as  often 
hoped,  that  you  would  serve  this  country  a  little  lon- 
ger. We  have  made  treaties,  but  we  want  to  be  cer- 
tain that  we  are  at  peace.  With  the  greatest  respect, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &c. 

James  McHenry. 


FROM  THE  COUNT  DE  VERGENNES  TO  B,  FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Versailles,  27  August,  1784. 

Sir, 

You  have  communicated  to  me  an  extract  from  the 
instructions,  which  Congress  addressed  to  you  on  the 
11th  of  May  last,  which  imports,  that  the  United  States 
will  in  no  case  treat  any  other  nation  with  respect  to 
commerce  more  advantageously  than  the  French.  This 
disposition  is  much  the  wisest,  as  it  will  prevent  those 
misunderstandings,  which  might  arise  from  the  equivo- 
cal terms  in  which  the  2d  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amity  and  Commerce,  signed  February  6th,  1778,  is 
conceived.  But  that  the  resolution  of  Congress  on 
this  subject  may  be  clearly  stated,  it  would  be  best, 
Sir,  that  you  furnish  me  with  it  in  the  form  of  a  de- 
claration, or  at  least  in  an  official  note,  signed  by  your- 

VOL.  X.  18  L* 
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self.     I   have   no  doubt   that   you   will   adopt   one   of 
these  two  forms.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c. 

De  Vergennes. 


TO    COUNT    DE    VERGENNES. 

Passy,  3  September,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  by 
order  of  Congress,  a  resolution  of  theirs,  dated  the  11th 
of  May  last,  which  is  in  the  words  following,  viz. 

"Resolved,  That  Dr.  Franklin  be  instructed  to  ex- 
press to  the  court  of  France,  the  constant  desire  of 
Congress  to  meet  their  wishes ;  that  these  States  are 
about  to  form  a  general  system  of  commerce,  by  trea- 
ties with  other  nations ;  that,  at  this  time,  they  cannot 
foresee  what  claim  might  be  given  to  those  nations  by 
the  explanatory  propositions  from  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes,  on  the  second  and  third  articles  of  our  Treaty 
of  Amity  and  Commerce  with  His  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty, but  that  he  may  be  assured  it  will  be  our  constant 
care  to  place  no  people  on  more  advantageous  ground 
than  the  subjects  of  his  Majesty." 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  &,c. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    BENJAMIN    VAUGHAN. 

Introducing  Count  Mirabeau. 

Passy,  7  September,  1784. 

My  dear  Friend, 
This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Count  Mirabeau;* 
son  of  the  Marquis  of  that  name,  author  of  VJltni  des 


*  The  same  who  afterwards  so  eminently  distinguished  himself  by  his 
eloquence  in  the  early  part  of  the  French  Revolution.  —  W.  T.  F. 


Mr.  78.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  139 

Hommes.  This  gentleman  is  esteemed  here,  and  I 
recommend  him  to  your  civilities  and  counsels,  par- 
ticularly with  respect  to  the  printing  of  a  piece  he  has 
written  on  the  subject  of  hereditary  nobility,  on  occa- 
sion of  the  order  of  Cincinnati  lately  attempted  to  be 
established  in  America,  which  cannot  be  printed  here. 
I  find  that  some  of  the  best  judges  think  it  extreme- 
ly well  written,  with  great  clearness,  force,  and  elegance. 
If  you  can  recommend  him  to  an  honest,  reasonable 
bookseller,  that  will  undertake  it,  you  will  do  him  ser- 
vice, and  perhaps  some  to  mankind,  who  are  too  much 
bigoted  in  many  countries  to  that  kind  of  imposition. 
I  had  formerly  almost  resolved  to  trouble  you  with 
no  more  letters  of  recommendation ;  but  I  think  you 
will  find  this  gentleman  to  possess  talents,  that  may 
render  his  acquaintance  agreeable.  With  sincere  es- 
teem, I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affection- 
ately, B.  Franklin. 


FROM  COUNT  DE  VERGENNES  TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Versailles,  9  September,  1784. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  me  on  the  3d  instant.  You  there  de- 
clare in  the  name  of  Congress,  that  the  United  States 
will  be  careful  not  to  treat  any  other  nation,  in  mat- 
ters of  commerce,  more  advantageously  than  the  French 
nation.  This  declaration,  founded  on  the  treaty  of  the 
6th  of  February,  1778,  has  been  very  agreeable  to  the 
King ;  and  you,  Sir,  can  assure  Congress,  that  the 
United  States  shall  constantly  experience  a  perfect  re- 
ciprocity in  France.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very 
sincerely,  Sir,  &c.  De  Vergennes. 
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FROM    WILLIAM    CARMICHAEL    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Appointment  of  M.  Gardoqui  as  Minister  from  Spain 
to  the  United  States.  —  Count  de  Galvez. 

Madrid,  25  September,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  to  answer  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  from  St.  Ildefonso,  this  court 
has  judged  proper  to  adopt  a  measure,  which  it  has 
had  in  contemplation  for  some  time  past,  by  finally 
concluding  to  send  M.  Gardoqui,  late  consul-general  in 
England,  to  represent  His  Catholic  Majesty  in  the 
character  of  Charge  d  Affaires  to  the  United  States; 
with  a  commission,  however,  of  minister,  in  case,  pre- 
vious to  his  arrival  or  immediately  after,  Congress  shall 
think  fit  to  name  a  person  in  that  character  here  to 
replace  Mr.  Jay.  Accordingly  his  appointments  are 
those  of  minister,  his  salary  being  twelve  thousand  hard 
dollars,  with  two  thousand  pistoles  for  his  outfits. 
This  gentleman  is  to  embark  before  the  middle  of  next 
month  from  Cadiz,  on  board  a  Spanish  frigate  ready 
for  that  purpose,  the  King  defraying  every  expense  of 
himself  and  suite  on  their  passage. 

On  finding  that  this  gentleman's  mission  would  take 
place  sooner  than  I  expected,  I  took  occasion  to  men- 
tion, though  not  officially,  to  the  Count  de  Florida 
Blanca,  the  nature  of  the  new  commission  appointed 
to  treat  with  the  European  powers,  mentioned  in  your 
letter  abovementioned.  Finding  that  he  did  not  ap- 
pear altogether  satisfied  with  this  mode  of  negotiating, 
I  endeavoured  to  convince  him,  that  the  measure  had 
been  adopted  by  Congress  for  the  convenience  of  the 
European  courts  inclined  to  treat  with  the  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform   you  of  these   circum- 
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stances,  as  it  is  proper  they  should  be  known  to 
Messrs.  Adams  and  Jefferson,  from  whom  I  have  not 
had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  since  their  arrival  at  Paris ; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  solicit  your  and  their  advice  for 
my  government,  having  been  deprived  of  every  kind 
of  information  from  Congress,  since  the  7th  of  May, 
1783.  M.  Gardoqui  is  known  to  Mr.  Adams  and  your 
Excellency,  and  is  principally  chosen  by  the  court  from 
a  supposition,  that  he  will  be  agreeable  in  America, 
from  his  known  affection  to  the  country  and  his  at- 
tachment to  its  interest.  He  is  a  very  well  meaning 
man,  and  very  sincerely  disposed  to  promote  and  cul- 
tivate a  lasting  harmony  between  this  country  and 
ours.  The  choice  of  him,  therefore,  for  this  mission, 
may  be  considered  as  a  proof  of  the  good  disposition 
of  the  court ;  which,  though  hurt  by  the  silence  of 
Congress,  has  manifested  much  attention  to  the  ob- 
jects relative  to  the  interests  of  individuals  of  America, 
for  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  have  recourse  to  its 
interference. 

Having  no  precise  information  of  the  nature  of  the 
services  rendered  by  the  South  Carolina  frigate,  or  of 
the  sum  expected  for  those  services,  I  shall  make  it  a 
point  to  procure  instruction  for  M.  Gardoqui  to  settle 
that  business  in  America,  which  can  be  done  with 
more  despatch  there  than  in  Europe,  because  the  Count 
de  Galvez,  now  on  his  way  to  Havana,  was  commander- 
in-chief  when  that  frigate  was  employed,  and  must  be 
consulted  from  hence  before  any  step  can  be  taken 
definitely  satisfactory  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 
Not  to  omit  any  thing  that  may  terminate  this  matter 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  State,  I  shall  write  on  the 
subject  to  the  Count  de  Galvez,  whom  I  have  the 
honor  to  know  personally,  and  endeavour  to  dispose 
him  to  render  all  the  good  offices,  that  may  depend 
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on  him,  in  the  arrangement  of  this  affair.*  With  very- 
respectful  compliments  to  Messrs.  Adams  and  Jeffer- 
son, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  regard  and 
much  esteem,  &c. 

William  Carmichael. 


FROM  COUNT  DE  MERCY  ARGENTEAU  TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Passy,  28  September,  1784. 

Sir, 
With  respect  to  the  proposition  of  the  United  States 

of  America,  that  I  forwarded  to  my  court,  concerning 
the  arrangements  of  commerce  to  be  adopted  by  the 
respective  dominions,  I  have  received  the  order,  Sir, 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  that 
his  Majesty,  the  Emperor,  has  agreed  to  the  said  propo- 
sition, and  that  he  has  directed  the  government  gen- 
eral of  the  Low  Countries  to  adopt  measures  to  put 
it  in  execution. 

When  the  particulars  respecting  this  matter  shall  be 
sent  to  me,  I  shall  instantly  communicate  them. 

#  The  South  Carolina  frigate  was  the  same  that  was  commanded  by 
Commodore  Gillon,  as  heretofore  mentioned.  See  Vol.  IX.  p.  54.  Gil- 
Ion  sailed  from  Corunna  to  Teneriffe,  where  he  remained  some  time, 
and  then  pursued  his  course  for  Charleston ;  but,  while  on  his  way,  he 
fell  in  with  and  captured  five  English  vessels  from  Jamaica  laden  with 
rum  and  sugar.  Being  blown  off  the  coast  when  he  approached  Charles-- 
ton,  he  took  his  prizes  to  Havana,  where  they  were  sold.  The  Spaniards 
at  this  time  having  fitted  out  an  expedition  against  the  English  in  the 
West  Indies,  Gillon  joined  them  with  his  frigate,  and  they  made  a* 
successful  descent  upon  the  Bahama  Islands.  For  the  service  of  the 
frigate  in  this  expedition  the  State  of  South  Carolina  claimed  an  in- 
demnity, and  the  American  Charge1  d ) Affaires  at  the  court  of  Madrid  was 
instructed  by  Congress  to  present  and  support  the  claim.  See  Journals 
of  Congress,  May  3d,  1784. 
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I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  the  as- 
surances of  the  most  perfect  attachment,  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

De  Mercy  Argenteau. 


FROM   ROBERT    MORRIS    TO   B.  FRANKLIN. 

Settlement  of  the  Public  Accounts.  —  Contingent  Fund. 

Office  of  Finance,  30  September,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

This  is  rather  a  late  day  to  acknowledge  your  favors 
of  the  25th  of  December  and  15th  of  June  last,  but 
I  have  always  intended  in  my  acknowledgment  of 
them  to  close  our  public  correspondence,  and  I  have 
always  been  disappointed  in  my  expectation  of  being 
able  speedily  to  quit  this  office.  That  period,  however, 
so  ardently  desired,  is  at  length  nearly  arrived,  and, 
while  I  look  back  at  the  cares  and  dangers  past,  I  feel 
an  increased  emotion  of  joy  by  a  comparison  with  future 
hopes  and  expectations.  But  I  cannot  view  the  past 
scene  without  strong  feelings  of  gratitude  and  respect 
for  the  able  and  active  efforts  you  have  made  to  sup- 
port the  finances  of  this  country.  I  would  to  God, 
that  your  just  sentiments  on  property  and  taxation 
were  as  fully  felt  as  they  must  be  clearly  understood 
in  America ;  but  time  is  necessary  to  mellow  the  judg- 
ment of  a  country  as  well  as  of  a  man.  Happy  in- 
deed shall  we  be,  if  it  produce  that  effect  among  us* 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  explanation  of  M.  Chau- 
mont's  accounts.  These,  as  well  as  the  other  accounts, 
are  lodged  at  the  treasury,  which  is  the  most  proper 
place  for  both.  If  any  insinuations  have  been  made 
injurious  to  you,  in  connexion  with  Chaumont,  they 
have  not  reached  me,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  none 
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such  can  make  any  impressions,  which  ought  to  give 
you  pain. 

I  have  not  remitted  bills  for  the  salaries  of  the  for- 
eign ministers,  because,  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
having  varied,  and  Mr.  Grand  having  informed  me  that 
he  should  pay  them,  I  have  left  it  as  an  account  un- 
settled, to  be  arranged  by  Mr.  Barclay ;  and,  as  I  can- 
not doubt  that  the  attachments  will  have  been  taken 
off,  and  as  I  have  given  Mr.  Grand  a  credit  on  the 
commissioners  of  the  loan  in  Holland  for  four  hundred 
thousand  livres,  and  directed  Messrs.  Le  Couteulx  to 
pay  over  to  him  a  balance  in  their  hands,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  will  be  in  cash  for  the  purpose.  I  agree 
with  you,  that  a  fund  ought  to  be  set  apart  for  con- 
tingencies, and,  had  I  continued  and  been  supported 
in  administration,  such  a  fund  should  certainly  have 
been  provided.  I  am  at  the  same  time  an  enemy  to 
contingent  accounts,  and  therefore  I  should  have  urged 
the  ascertainment  of  every  allowance,  as  far  as  possible, 
thereby  curtailing  the  account  of  contingencies ;  but, 
after  all,  it  cannot  be  annihilated.  Congress  have  made 
no  determination  on  this  subject.  Indeed,  it  is  very 
difficult,  and  even  almost  disreputable  for  them  to  make 
arrangements  of  expenditure,  while  the  means  of  ex- 
penditure are  so  shamefully  withheld  by  their  constitu- 
ents. These  things,  however,  will  mend ;  at  least  I 
hope  so. 

I  have  already  said,  that  I  expected  the  attachments 
laid  on  the  public  goods  would  be  discharged.  Your 
letter  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes  on  that  subject  is 
perfect ;  and,  if  that  minister  did  not  immediately  ob- 
tain a  compliance  with  your  request,  I  presume  it  must 
have  been  occasioned  by  some  circumstances  purely 
domestic,  w7hich  we  in  this  country  cannot  guess  at; 
for  certainly  nothing  can  be  more  astonishing,  than  to 
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find  a  subject  countenanced  in  arresting  the  property 
of  a  sovereign  power  in  this  enlightened  age,  and  in 
the  country  which  of  all  others  has  been  most  eminent 
for  a  sacred  regard  to  the  rights  of  nations. 

From  your  last  letters  to  your  friends,  I  find  that 
your  return  to  this  country  is  somewhat  doubtful.  I 
am  therefore  disappointed  in  one  of  the  great  pleasures 
which  I  had  promised  myself.  But,  Sir,  in  whatever 
country  you  may  be,  and  whether  in  public  or  in  pri- 
vate life,  be  assured  of  my  warmest  and  most  respect- 
ful esteem,  and  that  my  best  wishes  for  your  happi- 
ness shall  be  clothed  with  the  utmost  efforts  in  my 
power  to  promote  it  on  every  proper  occasion.  I  am, 
with  sincere  regard,  &c. 

Robert  Morris. 


TO    CHARLES    THOMSON. 

Passy,  16  October,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
It  was  intended  by  the  Commissioners  to  write  a 
joint  letter  to  Congress,  but  I  am  afraid  the  opportu- 
nity may  be  missed.  This  may  serve  to  inform  you, 
that  propositions  of  treating  have  been  made  by  us 
to  all  the  powers  of  Europe  according  to  our  instruc- 
tions, and  we  are  waiting  for  their  answers.  There 
are  apprehensions  here  of  a  war  between  the  Emper- 
or and  Holland;  but,  as  the  season  is  not  proper  for 
opening  a  campaign,  I  hope  the  winter  will  give  time 
for  mediators  to  accommodate  matters.  We  have  not 
yet  heard  that  Mr.  Jay  has  accepted  the  secretary- 
ship of  foreign  affairs.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend, 
yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklijv. 

VOL.    X.  19  M 
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FROM    RICHARD    PRICE    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Sinking  Fund.  —  Balloons. 

Newington  Green,  21  October,  1784. 

My  dear  Friend, 
I  have   promised   to    draw  up   a   table,    during    the 
next   session  of  Parliament,  similar  to  the  first  in  the 
French  edict,  and  marking,  as  that  does,  distinctly  for 
every  year  the  progress  of  a  sinking  fund,  in  order  to 
show  its  powers;  and  I  have  some  reason  to  expect, 
that  there  will  be  a  struggle  in  our  Parliament  to  get 
such  a  fund  established,  and  consigned  to  the  care  of 
commissioners  in  order  to  render  diversions  of  it  less 
practicable.     I  have  enclosed  a  little  pamphlet,  publish- 
ed in  April  last,  because  I  am  doubtful  whether  it  has 
been  sent  to  you  before. 

We  have  at  last  begun  to  fly  here.  Such  an  ardor 
prevails,  that  probably  we  shall  soon,  in  this  instance, 
leave  France  behind  us.  Dr.  Priestley,  in  a  letter  which 
I  have  just  received  from  him,  tells  me,  that  he  is 
eager  in  pursuing  his  experiments,  and  that  he  has 
discovered  a  method  of  filling  the  largest  balloons  with 
the  lightest  inflammable  air  in  a  very  short  time  and 
at  a  very  small  expense. 

I  sent  you  a  pretty  long  letter,  with  a  parcel  of  my 
pamphlets  on  the  American  Revolution,  about  a  fort- 
night ago.  This  letter  will  be  conveyed  by  a  country- 
man of  yours,  Mr.  Jonathan  Jackson,  who  has  been 
in  London  some  time,  and  in  whose  acquaintance  I 
have  been  happy.  I  have  sent  a  considerable  number 
of  these  pamphlets  to  America,  where  I  hope  they  will  : 
be  favorably  received,  as  a  well-meant,  though  weak 
attempt  to  serve  the  best  interests  of  civil  society. 
Mrs.  Price,  I  thank  God,  continues  better;  she  de- 
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sires  to  be  respectfully  remembered  to  you.     With  the 
highest  regard,  I  am  ever  yours, 

Richard  Price. 


TO    CHARLES    THOMSON. 

Passy,  11  November,  1784. 

Dear  Friend, 
I  received  your  kind  letter  of  August  13th  with  the 
papers  annexed,  relative  to  the  affair  of  Longchamps. 
I  hope  satisfaction  will  be  given  to  M.  Marbois.  The 
Commissioners  have  written  a  joint  letter  to  Congress. 
This  serves  to  cover  a  few  papers  relative  to  matters 
with  which  I  was  particularly  charged  in  the  instruc- 
tions. I  shall  write  to  you  fully  by  the  next  opportu* 
nity,  having  now  only  time  to  add,  that  I  am,  as  ever, 
yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  I  executed  the  instructions  of  October  29th, 
1783,  as  soon  as  I  knew  the  commissions  for  treating 
with  the  Emperor,  &c.  were  issued,  which  was  not  till 
July,  1784.  The  three  letters  between  the  Emperor's 
minister  and  me  are  what  passed  on  that  occasion* 


FROM    GEORGE    WHATLEY    TO    B.    FRANKLIN* 

Principles  of  Trade.  —  Foundling  Hospitals.  -*-  Specta- 
cles. —  Powers  of  Congress.  —  Toleration. 

London,  15  November,  1784. 

My  good  old  Friend, 
You  flatter  my  vanity  in  thinking  of  having  a  trans- 
lation made  of  The  Principles  of  Trade.     I  have  givefl 
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to  your  grandson  one  of  them,  and  I  shall  with  pleasure 
send  some  copies  to  America. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  the  success  may 
be  of  the  new  institution  at  Paris  for  assisting  women, 
so  as  to  suckle  their  own  children  at  home.  I  ap- 
prove of  it  much ;  though  I  hold  as  an  axiom,  "  that 
the  children  of  poor  or  dishonest  persons  should  be 
taken  care  of  by  the  public  in  time,  lest,  instead  of 
serving,  they  come  to  hurt  the  public  either  through 
distress  or  bad  education,  if  it  can  be  done  without 
any  violence  to  the  natural  right  of  the  parent,  as  it  is 
better  to  make  men  good  than  to  hang  those  that 
are  bad."  You  see  the  voluntary  sending  of  children 
to  the  foundling  hospital  takes  away  the  thought  of 
any  violence  to  the  natural  right ;  and  to  my  mind,  from 
whatever  cause  parents  may  divest  themselves  of  their 
affection  for  their  offspring,  so  as  to  put  them  away, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  public  to  intervene  and  take  up 
such  offspring,  upon  the  certain  principle,  that  the  num- 
ber of  subjects  makes  the  riches  of  a  State. 

By  good  luck,  I  find  I  have  kept  your  original  notes 
on  the  Principles  of  Trade,  those  we  agreed  in,  those 
I  added,  and  those  I  dissented  from,  and  were  not 
published ;  moreover,  some  other  ideas  you  favored  me 
with.  This  I  told  your  grandson,  and  wished  to  con- 
fer with  him  thereon,  as  well  for  his  improvement,  as 
to  convey  to  you  what  we  differed  in,  for  your  reconsid- 
eration. I  have  prepared  copies  of  those  notes,  and 
shall  hope  to  collate  them  with  your  grandson.  If 
not  so  done,  you  may  depend  I  have  faithfully  copied 
them. 

Death  is  a  concomitant  of  our  existence.  Your  doc- 
trine of  our  rising  from  it,  or  after  it,  refreshed  in  the 
morning,  is  what  I  do  not  comprehend.  I  have  long 
contemplated  the  epitaph,  thought  to  be  written  by  the 
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celebrated   Mr.   Pope,  which   allow   me   to   send   you, 
together  with  my  paraphrase,  if  it  may  be  so  called. 

"  Under  this  marble,  or  under  this  sill, 
Or  under  this  turf,  or  e'en  what  they  will ; 
Whatever  an  heir,  or  a  friend  in  his  stead, 
Or  any  good  creature,  shall  lay  o'er  my  head, 
Lies  one  who  ne'er  cared,  and  still  cares  not  a  pin 
What  they  said,  or  may  say,  of  the  mortal  within ; 
But  who,  living  and  dying,  serene,  still,  and  free, 
Trusts  in  God,  that,  as  well  as  he  was,  he  shall  be." 

When  we  have  considered  things,  and  weighed 
them  to  the  utmost  extent  of  our  faculties,  we  shall 
not,  I  apprehend,  be  able  to  say  more,  than  that  we 
can  know  nothing  of  what  we  were  before  we  exist- 
ed, nor  can  we  more  certainly  or  more  positively  say 
what  shall  become  of  us  on  our  dissolution.  It  is 
therefore  submitted,  whether  it  be  not  greatly  satisfac- 
tory to  contemplate,  and  to  trust  in  God,  that  what  we 
ivere,  we  shall  be.  It  is  presumed,  the  utmost  of  all 
religion  must  be  the  trusting  in  God;  consequently, 
this  idea  seems  not  to  militate  against  pure  religion. 
As  to  the  almost  infinite  notions  of  mankind,  by  which 
the  minds  of  men  are  warped  and  bent,  they  will  be 
found  mere  nothings,  if  from  them  we  take,  as  Dean 
Swift  says  of  what  is  called  the  happiness  of  mortal 
men,  their  false  lights,  varnish,  and  tinsel. 

By  way  of  speculation,  I  trouble  you  with  a  copy  of 
an  account  I  got  from  Paris  of  the  number  of  found- 
ling children  there,  received  from  1741,  the  year  of  our 
beginning  here,  to  the  year  1755.  I  think  it  was  ob- 
tained preparatory  to  the  opening  of  our  hospital,  the 
2d  of  June,  1756,  for  a  general  reception,  to  show  what 
was  done  abroad.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  could  pro- 
cure the  subsequent  years  to  1783  inclusive.  Whether 
it  may  be  of  any  use,  I  know  not ;  nevertheless,  it 
would  please  me  to  have  it. 

M* 


150  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  |>Et.  78. 

I  have  spoken  to  Dolland  about  your  invention  of 
double  spectacles,  and,  by  all  I  can  gather,  they  can 
only  serve  for  particular  eyes,  not  in  general.  Dolland 
was  to  furnish  me  gratis  with  spectacles,  thirty  years 
ago,  in  virtue  of  my  disinterested  purchases  of  tele- 
scopes, for  no  small  sums,  for  conjurers  abroad.  He 
has  now  done  it,  as  I  find  spectacles  are  of  use ;  though 
I  can  do  without  them  tolerably,  and  part  of  this  let* 
ter  was  wrote  so.  They,  as  I  said,  give  ease,  and 
that  is  what  we  ought  to  covet  and  desire. 

I  long  much  to  learn  how  the  Philadelphia  bank 
goes  on.  If  your  people  will  be  pleased  to  let  justice 
be  the  compass  by  which  they  shall  steer,  they  may 
do  any  thing.  I  think  I  can  prove  this  to  be  for  their 
true  interest,  in  every  shape.  You  know  I  lay  down 
as  a  maxim,  that  interest  should  govern  as  well  public 
as  private  affairs.  It  is  all  a  farce  to  pretend,  that  it 
ought  not.  I  hold  your  Cincinnati  institution  to  be 
wrong,  nor  do  I  think  those  to  blame,  who  are  against 
giving  a  power  to  Congress  inconsistent  with  liber- 
ty; for  men  are  not  to  be  trusted  with  power  but 
with  a  jealous  eye,  and  so  guarded  that  nought  but 
the  general  interest  shall  be  the  rule  of  action.  If 
poor  States  in  union  with  others  cannot,  by  reason  of 
their  small  means,  acquiesce  in  measures  judged  to 
be  for  public  benefit  so  readily  as  the  richer,  these 
should  assist  and  help  out  those  who  are  poor,  either 
by  loan  or  gift.  I  will  suppose  all  readiness  in  both 
rich  and  poor  to  do  their  utmost ;  for,  if  that  be  want- 
ing, there  is  a  clear  want  of  justice,  and  consequently 
a  deviation  from  the  true  interest  of  the  whole. 

I  think  the  Abbe  Raynal  in  some  of  his  writings  has 
said,  "  Establish  no  legal  preference  amongst  the  differ- 
ent forms  of  worship.  Superstition  is  innocent,  when- 
ever it  is  neither  persecuted  nor  protected."     Whether 
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such  a  principle  can  be  brought  into  practice  is  doubt- 
ful; I  fear  it  cannot.  I  full  well  remember  what  you 
told  me  long  ago,  of  a  place  in  Philadelphia  built  for 
whosoever  might  choose  to  talk  in  public,  as  some  per- 
sons of  a  particular  denomination  had  been  refused 
holding  forth,  because  they  were  of  a  certain  color. 
How  this  doctrine  may  be  relished  in  other  parts,  I 
know  not ;  but,  if  mass  has  been  said  in  Boston,  I 
will  hope  there  has  been  some  relaxation,  at  least,  in 
favor  of  the  general  interest  of  the  State. 

Your  grandson,  upon  my  insinuating  to  him  you 
were  so  desirably  situated  as  not  to  leave  Paris,  tells 
me,  you  thought  you  would  be  more  pleased  and  hap- 
py in  America,  where  you  might  prosecute  your  phi- 
losophical studies.  All  I  can  say  to  this  is,  what  I 
have  read  somewhere ;  "  Happy  only  is  he,  who  in 
mind  lives  contented;  and  he  most  of  all  unhappy, 
whom  nothing  that  he  hath  can  content."  I  am  sure 
you  cannot  have  more  health,  happiness,  and  content- 
ment, than  I  sincerely  wish  you ;  and  I  shall  ever  be 
happy  in  having  opportunities  of  showing  with  what 
respect  and  regard  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  very  affection- 
ate friend,  George  Whatley. 


TO    THOMAS    JEFFERSON. 

Passy,  23  November,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
These  people  are  so  accustomed  to  see  every  thing 
done  by  solicitation  of  interest,  or  what  they  call  pro- 
tection, and  nothing  without  it,  that  they  hardly  con- 
ceive it  possible  to  obtain  the  payment  even  of  a  just 
debt,  but  by  means  of  persons  whom  they  suppose  to 
have   influence   enough  to    support   and   enforce   their 
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pretensions.  We  should  naturally  suppose,  that  the 
proper  time  for  asking  such  aid  would  be  after  a  regu- 
lar demand,  and  a  refusal  of  justice;  but  they  run 
about  to  everybody  with  their  memorials,  before  they 
have  even  presented  their  account  to  those  whom  they 
consider  as  their  debtors.  Thus  the  creditors,  not  only 
of  a  State  in  America,  but  even  of  private  merchants, 
tease  the  ministers  of  this  country,  as  well  as  those 
of  America  here,  with  their  petitions  and  cases,  re- 
questing assistance  and  interest  to  procure  attention 
to  their  affairs,  when  it  does  not  appear  that  their 
claims  have  been  refused,  or  even  made  where  they 
ought  to  be  made. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  papers, 
and  to  request,  that,  if  you  are  acquainted  with  the  af- 
fair, and  can  give  any  comfortable  expectation  or  coun- 
sel to  the  poor  man,  you  would  be  so  good  as  to  fur- 
nish me  with  it,  that  I  may  communicate  it  to  him 
in  my  answer.  With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  I  am, 
Sir,  &c,  B.  Franklin. 


FROM    JOHN    JAY    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette.  —  Congress. 

Trenton,  13  December,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  is  so  obliging  as  to  take 
charge  of  this  letter.  He  has  seen  much  of  our  coun- 
try since  his  arrival,  and,  having  had  many  opportuni- 
ties of  knowing  our  true  situation,  will  be  able  to  give 
you  full  information  on  the  subject.  I  think  he  is,  and 
has  reason  to  be,  convinced,  that  the  attachment  of 
America  to  him  has  not  been  abated  by  the  peace, 
and  that  we  are  now  as  little  disposed  to  break  friend- 


Mr.  78.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  153 

ship  with  France,  as  we  wTere  during  the  war.  This 
is  a  most  favorable  season  for  her  to  relax  the  severe 
commercial  restrictions,  which  oppose  our  trade  to  her 
islands.  Her  liberality  would  be  contrasted  to  British 
ill  humor,  and  unavoidably  produce  correspondent  im- 
pressions. 

The  present  Congress  promises  well.  There  are 
many  respectable  members  here.  Federal  ideas  seem 
to  prevail  greatly  among  them,  and  I  may  add,  a  strong 
disposition  to  conciliation  and  unanimity.  Your  letter 
on  the  subject  of  leave  to  return,  is,  with  a  variety  of 
foreign  papers,  referred  to  a  committee.  They  have 
as  yet  made  no  report,  and  therefore  I  can  give  you 
no  satisfactory  intelligence  on  that  head. 

I  lately  saw  Mrs.  Bache  in  good  health  and  spirits, 
at  Philadelphia,  and  I  am  persuaded  she  is  no  less  anx- 
ious for  your  return  than  you  can  be.  Mrs.  Jay  and 
our  little  family  are  at  Elizabethtown,  and  her  last 
letters  inform  me  they  are  all  well.  Be  pleased  to 
make  my  compliments  to  your  grandsons.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  &c.  John  Jay. 


TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

Passy,  3  January,  1785. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  December  1st,  from 
Bath.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  your  good  sister  is  in 
a  fair  way  towards  recovery ;  my  respects  and  best 
wishes  attend  her. 

I  communicated  your  letter  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  to  re- 
mind him  of  his  promise  to  communicate  to  you  the 
intelligence  he  might  receive  from  America  on  the  sub- 
jects you  mention ;  and  now,  having  got  back,  I  shall 
endeavour  to  answer  the  other  parts  of  it. 
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What  you  propose  to  draw  up  of  your  opinions  on 
American  negotiation,  may  be  of  great  use,  if  laid,  as 
you  intend,  before  administration,  in  case  they  serious- 
ly intend    to  enter  on   it   after  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment;  for  I  know  your  ideas  all  tend  to  a  good  un- 
derstanding between  the  two  countries  and  their  com- 
mon advantage ;  and  in  my  mind,  too,  all  selfish  projects 
of  partial   profit   are   the   effects   of  short-sightedness, 
they  never   producing   permanent   benefits,  and  are  at 
length   the   causes   of   discord   and   its   consequences, 
wherein   much   more  is  spent   than  all  the   temporary 
gains  amounted  to. 

I  do  not  know  that  any  one   is   yet  appointed   by 
your  court  to  treat  with  us.     We  some  time  since  ac- 
quainted  your  minister  with  our   powers    and  disposi- 
tion to  treat,  which  he  communicated  to  his  court,  and 
received  for  answer,  that  his  Majesty's  ministers  were 
ready  to   receive   any  propositions  we  might   have    to 
make  for   the   common   benefit  of  both  countries,  but 
they  thought  it  more   for  the  honor  of  both,  that  the 
treaty  should  not  be  in  a  third  place.     We  answered, 
that,  though  we  did   not   see   much   inconvenience   in 
treating   here,  we  would,  as  soon  as  we  had   finished 
some  affairs  at  present  on  our  hands,  wait  upon  them, 
if  they   pleased,   in   London.     We   have    since   heard 

nothing. 

We  have  no  late  accounts  from  America  of  any  im- 
portance. You  know  the  Congress  adjourned  the  be- 
ginning of  June  till  the  beginning  of  November.  And 
since  their  meeting  there  has  been  no  account  of  their 
proceedings.  All  the  stories  in  your  papers  relating 
to  their  divisions  are  fiction,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
people  being  discontented  with  Congressional  govern- 
ment. Mr.  Jay  writes  to  me,  that  they  were  at  no 
time  more  happy  or  more  satisfied  with  their  govern- 
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ment,  than  at  present,  nor  ever  enjoyed  more  tranquil- 
lity or  prosperity.  In  truth,  the  freedom  of  their  ports 
to  all  nations  has  brought  in  a  vast  plenty  of  foreign 
goods,  and  occasioned  a  demand  for  their  produce,  the 
consequence  of  which  is  the  double  advantage  of  buy- 
ing what  they  consume  cheap,  and  selling  what  they 
can  spare  dear. 

If  we  should  come  to  London,  I  hope  it  majr  still 
be  with  you  that  we  are  to  do  business.  Our  al- 
ready understanding  one  another  may  save,  on  many 
points,  a  good  deal  of  time  in  discussion.  But  I  doubt 
whether  any  treaty  is  intended  on  your  part,  and  I 
fancy  we  shall  not  press  it.  It  may  perhaps  be  best 
to  give  both  sides  time  to  inquire,  and  to  feel  for  the 
interests  they  cannot  see.  With  sincere  and  great  es- 
teem, I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affection- 
ately, B.  Franklin. 


TO    JOHN    JAY. 

Passy,  8  February,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  by  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  your  kind 
letter  of  the  13th  of  December.  It  gave  me  pleasure 
on  two  accounts ;  as  it  informed  me  of  the  public  wel- 
fare, and  that  of  your,  I  may  almost  say  our  dear  little 
family ;  for,  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  their  being 
with  me  in  the  same  house,  I  have  ever  felt  a  tender 
affection  for  them,  equal  I  believe  to  that  of  most 
fathers. 

I  did  hope  to  have  heard  by  the  last  packet  of  your 
having  accepted  the  secretaryship  of  foreign  affairs, 
but  was  disappointed.  I  write  to  you  now,  therefore, 
only  as  a  private  friend ;  yet  I  may  mention  respecting 
public  affairs,  that,  as  far  as  I  can  perceive,  the  good 
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disposition  of  this  court  towards  us  continues.  I  wish 
I  could  say  as  much  for  the  rest  of  the  European 
courts.  I  think  that  their  desire  of  being  connected 
with  us  by  treaties  is  of  late  much  abated ;  and  this  I 
suppose  is  occasioned  by  the  pains  Britain  takes  to 
represent  us  everywhere  as  distracted  with  divisions, 
discontented  with  our  governments,  the  people  unwil- 
ling to  pay  taxes,  the  Congress  unable  to  collect  them, 
and  many  desiring  the  restoration  of  the  old  govern- 
ment. The  English  papers  are  full  of  this  stuff,  and 
their  ministers  get  it  copied  into  the  foreign  papers. 
The  moving  about  of  the  Congress  from  place  to  place 
has  also  a  bad  effect,  in  giving  color  to  the  reports 
of  their  being  afraid  of  the  people.  I  hope  they  will 
soon  settle  somewhere,  and,  by  the  steadiness  and 
wisdom  of  their  measures,  dissipate  all  those  mists  of 
misrepresentation  raised  by  the  remaining  malice  of 
ancient  enemies,  and  establish  our  reputation  for  na- 
tional justice  and  prudence  as  they  have  done  for 
courage  and  perseverance. 

It  grieves  me  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  dis- 
charge our  first  year's  payment  of  interest  to  this 
court,  due  the  beginning  of  last  month.  I  hope  it  will 
be  the  only  failure,  and  that  effectual  measures  will  be 
taken  to  be  exactly  punctual  hereafter.  The  good  pay- 
master, says  the  proverb,  is  lord  of  another  man's  purse. 
The  bad  one,  if  he  ever  has  again  occasion  to  bor- 
row, must  pay  dearly  for  his  carelessness  and  injustice. 

You  are  happy  in  having  got  back  safe  to  your 
country.  I  should  be  less  unhappy,  if  I  could  imagine 
the  delay  of  my  conge  useful  to  the  States,  or  in  the 
least  degree  necessary.  But  they  have  many  equally 
capable  of  doing  all  I  have  to  do  here.  The  new 
proposed  treaties  are  the  most  important  things;  but 
two  can  go  through  them  as  well  as  three,  if  indeed 
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any  are  likely  to  be  completed,  which  I  begin  to  doubt, 
since  the  new  ones  make  little  progress,  and  the  old 
ones,  which  wanted  only  the  fiat  of  Congress,  seem  now 
to  be  going  rather  backward;  I  mean  those  I  had 
projected  with  Denmark  and  Portugal. 

My  grandsons  are  sensible  of  the  honor  of  your  re- 
membrance, and  present  their  respects  to  you  and 
Mrs.  Jay.  I  add  my  best  wishes  of  health  and  happi- 
ness to  you  all,  being  with  sincere  esteem  and  affec- 
tion, dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Passy,  8  February,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  received  by  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  the  two  let- 
ters you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  the  1 1  th 
and  14th  of  December;  the  one  enclosing  a  letter 
from  Congress  to  the  King,  the  other  a  resolve  of  Con- 
gress respecting  the  convention  for  establishing  con- 
suls. The  letter  was  immediately  delivered  and  well 
received.  The  resolve  came  too  late  to  suspend  sign- 
ing the  convention,  it  having  been  done  July  last,  and 
a  copy  sent  so  long  since,  that  we  now  expected  the 
ratification.  As  that  copy  seems  to  have  miscarried  I 
now  send  another. 

I  am  not  informed  what  objection  has  arisen  in 
Congress  to  the  plan  sent  me.  Mr.  Jefferson  thinks 
it  may  have  been  to  the  part  which  restrained  the 
consuls  from  all  concern  in  commerce.  That  article 
was  omitted,  being  thought  unnecessary  to  be  stipu- 
lated, since  either  party  would  always  have  the  power 
of  imposing  such  restraints  on  its  own  officers,  when- 
ever it   should   think  fit.     I    am,  however,  of  opinion 
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that  this  or  any  other  reasonable  article  or  alteration 
may  be  obtained  at  the  desire  of  Congress,  and  estab- 
lished by  a  supplement. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  to  congratulate  you  on  your  being 
called  to  the  high  honor  of  presiding  in  our  national 
councils,  and  to  wish  you  every  felicity,  being  with  the 
most  perfect  esteem,  &,c. 

B.  Franklin* 


TO    RICHARD    PRICE. 

Purchase  of  Books  for  the  Town  of  Franklin. 

Passy,  18  March,  1785. 

Dear  Friend, 

My  nephew,  Mr.  Williams,  will  have  the  honor  of 
delivering  you  this  line.  It  is  to  request  from  you  a 
list  of  a  few  good  books,  to  the  value  of  about  twenty- 
five  pounds,  such  as  are  most  proper  to  inculcate  prin- 
ciples of  sound  religion  and  just  government.  A  new 
town  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  having  done  me  the 
honor  of  naming  itself  after  me,  and  proposing  to  build 
a  steeple  to  their  meeting-house  if  I  would  give  them 
a  bell,  I  have  advised  the  sparing  themselves  the  ex- 
pense of  a  steeple,  for  the  present,  and  that  they  would 
accept  of  books  instead  of  a  bell,  sense  being  prefer- 
able to  sound.  These  are  therefore  intended  as  the 
commencement  of  a  little  parochial  library  for  the  use 
of  a  society  of  intelligent,  respectable  farmers,  such  as 
our  country  people  generally  consist  of.  Besides  yout* 
own  works,  I  would  only  mention,  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  my  sister,  "  Stennett's  Discourse  on  Personal 
Religion"  which  may  be  one  book  of  the  number,  if 
you  know  and  approve  it.* 

#  Dr.  Price  complied  with  this  request,  as  may  be   seen  in  his  letter 
under  the  date  of  June  3d,  1785.    The  books  were  procured  and  for- 
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With   the   highest  esteem   and   respect,  I  am  ever, 
my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    WILLIAM    CARMICHAEL. 

Passy,  22  March,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  duly  your  letter  of  the  27th  past,  which 
gave  me  great  pleasure,  as  the  length  of  time  since  I 
had  heard  from  you  made  me  apprehensive  that  you 
might  be  ill.  I  immediately  communicated  the  papers 
enclosed  with  it  to  my  colleagues,  Messrs.  Adams  and 
Jefferson,  and  we  have  had  several  meetings  on  the 
Barbary  affair.  Probably  by  next  week's  post  we  may 
write  fully  upon  it  to  you,  and  to  Morocco. 

I  am  glad  you  are  likely  to  succeed  in  obtaining 
the  liberty  of  our  silly  countryman.  The  discipline 
they  have  given  him  is,  however,  not  misapplied.  Mr. 
Grand  being  now  in  cash,  your  bills  on  him  for  your 

warded  to  the  town  of  Franklin.  The  Reverend  Nathaniel  Emmons, 
clergyman  of  the  parish  for  which  the  library  was  designed,  preached 
a  sermon,  in  commemoration  of  this  bounty,  entitled,  "  The  Dignity  of 
Man ;  a  Discourse  addressed  to  the  Congregation  in  Franklin,  upon  the 
Occasion  of  their  receiving  from  Dr.  Franklin  the  Mark  of  his  Respect  in 
a  rich  Donation  of  Books,  appropriated  to  the  Use  of  a  Parish  Library." 
It  was  printed  in  the  year  1787,  and  the  following  dedication  was  pre* 
fixed  to  it.  "  To  his  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania ;  the  Ornament  of  Genius,  the  Patron  of  Science, 
and  the  Boast  of  Man ;  this  Discourse  is  inscribed,  with  the  greatest 
Deference,  Humility,  and  Gratitude,  by  his  obliged  and  most  humble 
Servant,  the  Author."  The  words  chosen  by  the  preacher  for  his  text 
were  from  the  impressive  charge  of  David  to  Solomon ;  "  Show  thyself 
a  Man."  He  enlarged  upon  the  importance  of  intellectual  and  moral 
culture,  pointing  out  the  means,  and  enforcing  the  use  of  them  by  per- 
suasive arguments.  He  referred  his  hearers  to  the  example  of  Franklin, 
as  affording  a  pertinent  illustration  of  the  text,  and  encouragement  to 
the  hopes  of  all,  who  would  employ  their  powers  for  the  attainment  of 
high  and  useful  objects. 
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salary  will  be  duly  honored.  I  mention  your  drawing 
on  him,  because  probably  I  may  not  be  here,  as  I  ex- 
pect daily  the  permission  of  Congress  to  return  home, 
and  shall  embrace  the  first  opportunity.  Wherever  I 
am,  be  assured  of  the  invariable  esteem  and  attach- 
ment of,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  friend, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Passy,  12  April,  1785. 

Sir, 

M.  de  Chaumont,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  pre- 
senting this  line  to  your  Excellency,  is  a  young  gen- 
tleman of  excellent  character,  whose  father  was  one  of 
our  most  early  friends  in  this  country,  which  he  man- 
ifested by  crediting  us  with  a  thousand  barrels  of 
gunpowder  and  other  military  stores  in  1776,  before 
we  had  provided  any  apparent  means  of  payment.  He 
has,  as  I  understand,  some  demands  to  make  on  Con- 
gress, the  nature  of  which  I  am  unacquainted  with ; 
but  my  regard  for  the  family  makes  me  wish,  that  they 
may  obtain  a  speedy  consideration,  and  such  favorable 
issue  as  they  may  appear  to  merit. 

To  this  end,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to 
your  countenance  and  protection,  and  am,  with  great 
respect,  &c  B.  Franklin. 
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TO   BENJAMIN    VAUGHAN. 

Manufactures,  —  Books,  —  Loose  Printing, 

Passy,  21  April,  1785. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  23d  past,  by 
Mr.  Perry,  with  the  other  bottle  of  Blackrie.  I  thank 
you  much  for  your  care  in  sending  them.  I  should 
have  been  glad  to  be  of  any  use  to  Mr.  Perry ;  but  he 
had  placed  his  children  before  I  saw  him,  and  he  stayed 
with  me  only  a  few  minutes. 

We  see  much  in  parliamentary  proceedings,  and  in 
papers  and  pamphlets,  of  the  injury  the  concessions  to 
Ireland  will  do  to  the  manufacturers  of  England,  while 
the  people  of  England  seem  to  be  forgotten,  as  if  quite 
out  of  the  question.  If  the  Irish  can  manufacture  cot- 
tons, and  stuffs,  and  silks,  and  linens,  and  cutlery,  and 
toys,  and  books,  &x.  &c.  &c,  so  as  to  sell  them  cheaper 
in  England  than  the  manufacturers  of  England  sell 
them,  is  not  this  good  for  the  people  of  England,  who 
are  not  manufacturers?  And  will  not  even  the  man- 
ufacturers themselves  share  the  benefit?  Since  if  cot- 
tons are  cheaper,  all  the  other  manufacturers  who 
wear  cottons  will  save  in  that  article ;  and  so  of  the 
rest.  If  books  can  be  had  much  cheaper  from  Ire- 
land, (which  I  believe,  for  I  bought  Blackstone  there 
for  twenty -four  shillings,  when  it  was  sold  in  England 
at  four  guineas,)  is  not  this  an  advantage,  not  to  Eng- 
lish booksellers,  indeed,  but  to  English  readers,  and  to 
learning?  And  of  all  the  complainants,  perhaps  these 
booksellers  are  least  worthy  of  consideration.  The 
catalogue  you  last  sent  me  amazes  me  by  the  high 
prices  (said  to  be  the  lowest)  affixed  to  each  article. 
And  one  can  scarce  see  a  new  book,  without  observ- 
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ing  the  excessive  artifices  made  use  of  to  puff  up  a 
paper  of  verses  into  a  pamphlet,  a  pamphlet  into  an  oc- 
tavo, and  an  octavo  into  a  quarto,  with  scab -boardings, 
white-lines,  sparse  titles  of  chapters,  and  exorbitant 
margins,  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  selling  of  paper 
seems  now  the  object,  and  printing  on  it  only  the  pre- 
tence. I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  page  in  a  late  comedy. 
Between  every  two  lines  there  is  a  white  space  equal  to 
another  line.  You  have  a  law,  I  think,  against  butch- 
ers blowing  of  veal  to  make  it  look  fatter ;  why  not 
one  against  booksellers'  blowing  of  books  to  make  them 
look  bigger.  All  this  to  yourself;  you  can  easily  guess 
the  reason. 

My  grandson  is  a  little  indisposed,  but  sends  you 
two  pamphlets,  Figaro,  and  Le  Roy  Voyageur.  The 
first  is  a  play  of  Beaumarchais,  which  has  had  a  great 
run  here.  The  other  a  representation  of  all  the  sup- 
posed errors  of  government  in  this  country,  some  of 
which  are  probably  exaggerated.  It  is  not  publicly 
sold;  we  shall  send  some  more  shortly. 

Please  to  remember  me  very  respectfully  and  affec- 
tionately to  good  Dr.  Price.  I  am  glad  that  he  has 
printed  a  translation  of  the  Testament,  it  may  do  good. 
I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  sincerely, 

B.  Franklin, 

Enclosed  is  the  foregoing  Letter. 

"Scene  IV. 

Sir  John  and  Wildmore. 

Sir  John. 
Whither  so  fast? 

Wildmore. 
To  the  Opera. 


jEt.  79.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  163 

Sir  John. 
It  is  not  the  — ? 

WlLDMORE. 

Yes  it  is. 

Sir  John. 
Never  on  a  Sunday. 

WlLDMORE. 

Is  this  Sunday? 

Sir  John. 
Yes  sure. 

WlLDMORE. 

I  remember  nothing ;   I  shall  soon  forget  my  Chris- 
tian name." 

If  this  page  was  printed  running  on  like  Erasmus's 
Colloquies,  it  would  not  have  made  more  than  five  lines. 


TO    JOHN    INGENHOUSZ. 

Invitation  to  accompany  him  to  America.  —  Idle  Stories 
about  that  Country.  —  Emperor  of  Germany. 

Passy,  29  April,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  thank  you  much  for  the  postscript  respecting  my 
disorder,  the  stone.  I  have  taken  heretofore,  and  am 
now  again  taking  the  remedy  you  mention,  which  is 
called  Blackrie's  Solvent.  It  is  the  soap  lie,  with  lime* 
water,  and  I  believe  it  may  have  some  effect  in  di- 
minishing the   symptoms,  and   preventing  the   growth 
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of  the  stone,  which  is  all  I  expect  from  it.  It  does 
not  hurt  my  appetite ;  I  sleep  well,  and  enjoy  my 
friends  in  cheerful  conversation  as  usual.  But,  as  I  can- 
not use  much  exercise,  I  eat  more  sparingly  than  for- 
merly, and  I  drink  no   wine. 

I  admire,  that  you  should  be  so  timid  in  asking 
leave  of  your  good  imperial  master  to  make  a  jour- 
ney for  visiting  a  friend.  I  am  persuaded  you  would 
succeed,  and  I  hope  the  proposition  I  have  repeated 
to  you  in  this  letter  will  assist  your  courage,  and  en- 
able you  to  ask  and  obtain.  If  you  come  hither  soon, 
you  may,  when  present,  get  your  book  finished,  and 
be  ready  to  proceed  with  me  to  America.  While  writ- 
ing this,  I  have  received  from  Congress  my  leave  to 
return ;  and  I  believe  I  shall  be  ready  to  embark  by 
the  middle  of  July,  at  farthest.  I  shall  now  be  free 
from  politics  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  Welcome  again, 
my  dear  philosophical  amusements ! 

I  see  by  a  full  page  of  your  letter,  that  you  have 
been  possessed  with  strange  ideas  of  America;  that 
there  is  no  justice  to  be  obtained  there,  no  recovery 
of  debts,  projects  of  insurrection  to  overturn  the  present 
government,  &c.  &c. ;  that  a  Virginia  colonel,  nephew 
of  the  governor,  had  cheated  a  stranger  of  a  hundred 
thousand  livres,  and  that  somebody  was  imprisoned 
for  only  speaking  of  it;  and  the  like  very  improbable 
stories.  They  are  all  fictions  or  misrepresentations.  If 
they  were  truths,  all  strangers  would  avoid  such  a 
country,  and  foreign  merchants  would  as  soon  carry 
their  goods  to  sell  in  Newgate  as  America.  Think  a 
little  on  the  sums  England  has  spent  to  preserve  a 
monopoly  of  the  trade  of  that  people,  with  whom  they 
had  long  been  acquainted ;  and  of  the  desire  all  Eu- 
rope is  now  manifesting  to  obtain  a  share  of  that 
trade.     Our   ports  are   full   of  their   ships,  their  mer- 
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chants  buying  and  selling  in  our  streets  continually, 
and  returning  with  our  products.  Would  this  happen, 
could  such  commerce  be  continued  with  us,  if  we  were 
such  a  collection  of  scoundrels  and  villains  as  we  have 
been  represented  to  you?  And  insurrections  against 
our  rulers  are  not  only  unlikely,  as  the  rulers  are  the 
choice  of  the  people,  but  unnecessary ;  as,  if  not  liked, 
they  may  be  changed  annually  by  the  new  elections. 

I  own  you  have  cause,  great  cause  to  complain  of 
,  but  you  are  wrong  to  condemn  the  whole  coun- 
try by  a  single  sample.  I  have  seen  many  countries, 
and  I  do  not  know  a  country  in  the  world  in  which 
justice  is  so  well  administered,  where  protection  and 
favor  have  so  little  power  to  impede  its  operations, 
and  where  debts  are  recovered  with  so  much  facility. 
If  I  thought  it  such  a  country  as  has  been  painted 
to  you,  I  should  certainly  never  return  to  it.  The 
truth,  I  believe,  is,  that  more  goods  have  been  carried 
thither  from  all  parts  of  Europe,  than  the  consumption 
of  the  country  requires,  and  it  is  natural  that  some  of 
the  adventurers  are  willing  to  discourage  others  from 
following  them,  lest  the  prices  should  still  be  kept  down 
by  the  arrival  of  fresh  cargoes ;  and  it  is  not  unlikely, 
that  some  negligent  or  unfaithful  factors  sent  thither, 
may  have  given  such  accounts  to  excuse  their  not 
making  remittances.  And  the  English  magnify  all  this, 
and  spread  it  abroad  in  their  papers,  to  dissuade  for- 
eigners from  attempting  to  interfere  with  them  in  their 
commerce  with  us. 

Your  account  of  the  Emperor's  condescending  con- 
versation with  you  concerning  me  is  pleasing.  I  re- 
spect very  much  the  character  of  that  monarch,  and 
think,  that,  if  I  were  one  of  his  subjects,  he  would 
find  me  a  good  one.  I  am  glad  that  his  difference 
with  your  country  is  likely  to  be  accommodated  with- 
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out  bloodshed.  The  Courier  de  PEurope,  and  some 
other  papers,  printed  a  letter  on  that  difference,  which 
they  ascribed  to  me.  Be  assured,  my  friend,  that  I 
never  wrote  it,  nor  was  ever  presumptuous  enough  to 
meddle  with  an  affair  so  much  out  of  my  way.  Yours, 
&,c.  B.  Franklin. 


TO    COUNT   DE    VERGENNES. 

Passy,  3  May,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that 
I  have  at  length  obtained,  and  yesterday  received,  the 
permission  of  Congress  to  return  to  America.  As  my 
malady  makes  it  impracticable  for  me  to  pay  my  de- 
voirs at  Versailles  personally,  may  I  beg  the  favor  of 
you,  Sir,  to  express  respectfully  for  me  to  his  Majesty, 
the  deep  sense  I  have  of  all  the  inestimable  benefits 
his  goodness  has  conferred  on  my  country;  a  senti- 
ment that  it  will  be  the  business  of  the  little  remainder 
of  life  now  left  me,  to  impress  equally  on  the  minds 
of  all  my  countrymen.  My  sincere  prayers  are,  that 
God  may  shower  down  his  blessings  on  the  King, 
the  Queen,  their  children,  and  all  the  royal  family  to 
the  latest  generations ! 

Permit  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  offer  you  my  thank- 
ful acknowledgments  for  the  protection  and  counte- 
nance you  afforded  me  at  my  arrival,  and  your  many 
favors  during  my  residence  here,  of  which  I  shall 
always  retain  the  most  grateful  remembrance.  My 
grandson  would  have  had  the  honor  of  waiting  on  you 
with  this  letter,  but  he  has  been  some   time  ill  of  a 

fever. 

With  the  greatest  esteem  and  respect,  and  best 
wishes  for  the  constant  prosperity  of  yourself,  and  all 
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your  amiable  family,  I  am,  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    MRS.   MARY    HEWSON. 

Passy,  5  May,  1785. 

My  dear,  dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  little  letter  from  Dover,  which  gave 
me  great  pleasure,  as  it  informed  me  of  your  happy 
progress  so  far  in  your  way  home.  I  hope  the  rest 
of  your  journey  was  as  prosperous.* 

You  talk  of  obligations  to  me,  when  in  fact  I  am 
the  person  obliged.  I  passed  a  long  winter,  which  ap- 
peared the  shortest  of  any  I  ever  past.  Such  is  the 
effect  of  pleasing  society,  with  friends  one  loves. 

I  have  now  received  my  permission  to  return,  and 
am  making  my  preparations.  I  hope  to  get  away  in 
June.  I  promise  myself,  or  rather  flatter  myself,  that 
I  shall  be  happy  when  at  home.  But,  however  hap- 
py that  circumstance  may  make  me,  your  joining  me 
there  will  surely  make  me  happier,  provided  your 
change  of  country  may  be  for  the  advantage  of  your 
dear  little  family.  When  you  have  made  up  your 
mind  on  the  subject,  let  me  know  by  a  line,  that  I 
may  prepare  a  house  for  you  as  near  me,  and  other- 
wise as  convenient  for  you,  as  possible. 

My  neighbours  begin  to  come  out  from  Paris,  and 
replace  themselves  in  their  Passy  houses.  They  in- 
quire after  you,  and  are  sorry  you  are  gone  before 
they  could  make  themselves  known  to  you.  M.  le 
Veillard,  in  particular,  has  told  me  at  different  times, 


*  Mrs.  Hewson  and  her  children  had  spent  the  winter  with  Dr.  Frank 
lin  at  Passy. 
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what  indeed  I  knew  long  since,  C'est  une  Men  digne 
jemme,  cette  Madame  Hewson,  une  tres  aimable  femme. 
I  would  not  tell  you  this  if  I  thought  it  would  make 
you  vain ;  but  that  is  impossible ;  you  have  too  much 
good  sense. 

So  wish  me  a  good  voyage,  and,  when  you  pray  at 
church  for  all  that  travel  by  land  or  sea,  think  of  your 
ever  affectionate  friend, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  My  love  to  William,  and  Thomas,  and  Eliza, 
and  tell  them  I  miss  their  cheerful  prattle.  Temple 
being  sick,  and  Benjamin  at  Paris,  I  have  found  it 
very  triste  breakfasting  alone,  and  sitting  alone,  and 
without  any  tea  in  the  evening. 


FROM  M.  DE  RAYNEVAL  TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Versailles,  8  May,  1785. 

Sir, 
I  have  learned  with  the  greatest  concern,  that  you 
are  soon  to  leave  us.  You  will  carry  with  you  the 
affections  of  all  France,  for  nobody  has  been  more 
esteemed  than  you.  I  shall  call  on  you  at  Passy,  to 
desire  you  to  retain  for  me  a  share  in  your  remem- 
brance, and  renew  to  you  personally  the  assurances  of 
the  most  perfect  attachment,  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  Sir,  &c. 

De  Rayneval. 


jEt.79.]  correspondence.  169 


TO    JOHN   JAY.* 


Passy,  10  May,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  8th  of  March,  en- 
closing the  resolution  of  Congress,  permitting  my  re- 
turn to  America,  for  which  I  am  very  thankful,  and  am 
now  preparing  to  depart  the  first  good  opportunity. 
Next  to  the  pleasure  of  rejoining  my  own  family  will 
be  that  of  seeing  you  and  yours  well  and  happy,  and 
embracing  once  more  my  little  friend,  whose  singular 
attachment  to  me  I  shall  always  remember. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  render  any  acceptable  service  to 
Mr.  Randall.  I  conveyed  the  bayberry  wax  to  Abbe 
de  Chalut,  with  your  compliments,  as  you  desired.  He 
returns  his  with  many  thanks.  Be  pleased  to  make 
my  respectful  compliments  acceptable  to  Mrs.  Jay,  and 
believe  me  ever,  with  sincere  and  great  respect  and 
esteem,  &c.  B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  The  striking  of  the  medals  being  now  in  agi- 
tation here,  I  send  the  enclosed  for  consideration. 


TO    CHARLES    THOMSON. 

Passy,  10  May,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 
An  old  gentleman  in  Switzerland,  long  of  the  magis- 
tracy there,  having  written  a  book  entitled  Du  Gou- 
vernement  et  des  Mamrs,  which  is  thought  to  contain 
many  matters,  that  may  be  useful  in  America,  desired  to 
know  of  me  how  he  could  convey  a  number  of  printed 


*  Mr.  Jay  was  now  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  having  been  chosen 
as  successor  to  Mr.  Livingston,  who  had  resigned. 

vol.  x.  22  o 
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copies,  to  be  distributed  gratis  among  the  members  of 
Congress.  I  advised  his  addressing  the  package  to 
you  by  way  of  Amsterdam,  whence  a  friend  of  mine 
would  forward  it.  It  is  accordingly  shipped  there  on 
board  the  Van  Berckel,  Captain  W.  Campbell.  There 
are  good  things  in  the  work,  but  his  chapter  on  the 
liberty  of  the  press  appears  to  me  to  contain  more 
rhetoric  than  reason.  With  great  esteem,  I  am  ever, 
&c,  B.  Franklin. 


TO   JONATHAN    WILLIAMS. 

Passy,  19  May,  1785. 

The    conversations    you    mention    respecting 

America  are  suitable.  Those  people  speak  what  they 
wish ;  but  she  was  certainly  never  in  a  more  happy 
situation.  They  are  angry  with  us,  and  speak  all  man- 
ner of  evil  of  us ;  but  we  flourish,  notwithstanding. 
They  put  me  in  mind  of  a  violent  High  Church  fac- 
tor, resident  in  Boston,  when  I  was  a  boy.  He  had 
bought  upon  speculation  a  Connecticut  cargo  of  onions, 
which  he  flattered  himself  he  might  sell  again  to  great 
profit,  but  the  price  fell,  and  they  lay  upon  hand.  He 
was  heartily  vexed  with  his  bargain,  especially  when 
he  observed  they  began  to  grow  in  the  store  he  had 
filled  with  them.  He  showed  them  one  day  to  a 
friend.  "  Here  they  are,"  said  he,  "  and  they  are  grow- 
ing too !  I  damn  them  every  day ;  but  I  think  they 
are  like  the  Presbyterians ;  the  more  I  curse  them,  the 
more  they  grow."     Yours, 

B.  Franklin, 
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TO    GEORGE    WHATLEY. 

Passy,  19  May,  1785. 

Dear  old  Friend, 

I  received  the  very  good  letter  you  sent  me  by  my 
grandson,  together  with  your  resemblance,  which  is 
placed  in  my  chamber,  and  gives  me  great  pleasure. 
There  is  no  trade,  they  say,  without  returns,  and 
therefore  I  am  punctual  in  making  those  you  have 
ordered. 

I  intended  this  should  have  been  a  long  epistle,  but 
I  am  interrupted,  and  can  only  add,  that  I  am  ever 
yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM  COUNT  DE  VERGENNES  TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Regrets  Dr.  Franklin's  Departure.  —  Assures  him  of 
the  Esteem  of  the  King. 

Translation. 

VersaiUes,  22  May,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  have  learned  with  much  concern  of  your  retiring, 
and  of  your  approaching  departure  for  America.  You 
cannot  doubt  but  that  the  regrets,  which  you  will 
leave,  will  be  proportionate  to  the  consideration  you  so 
justly  enjoy. 

I  can  assure  you,  Sir,  that  the  esteem  the  King  en- 
tertains for  you  does  not  leave  you  any  thing  to  wish, 
and  that  his  Majesty  will  learn  with  real  satisfaction, 
that  your  fellow  citizens  have  rewarded,  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  you,  the  important  services  that  you  have 
rendered  them. 

I  beg,  Sir,  that  you  will  preserve  for  me  a  share  in 
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your  remembrance,  and  never  doubt  the  sincerity  of 
the  interest  I  take  in  your  happiness.  It  is  founded 
on  the  sentiments  of  attachment,  of  which  I  have  as- 
sured you,  and  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &x. 

De  Vergennes. 


TO    GEORGE    WHATLEY. 

Moral  and  Philosophical  Reflections,  —  Foundling  Hos- 
pital at  Paris.  —  Cincinnati.  —  American  Confedera- 
tion. —  Anecdote  of  three  Greenlanders.  —  Double 
Spectacles, 

Passy,  23  May,  1785. 

Dear  old  Friend, 

I  sent  you  a  few  lines  the  other  day,  with  my  me- 
dallion, when  I  should  have  written  more,  but  was 
prevented  by  the  coming  in  of  a  bavard,  who  worried 
me  till  evening.  I  bore  with  him,  and  now  you  are 
to  bear  with  me ;  for  I  shall  probably  bavarder  in  an- 
swering your  letter. 

I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  saying  of  Alphonsus, 
which  you  allude  to  as  a  sanctification  of  your  rigidity, 
in  refusing  to  allow  me  the  plea  of  old  age,  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  my  want  of  exactness  in  correspondence. 
What  was  that  saying?  You  do  not,  it  seems,  feel 
any  occasion  for  such  an  excuse,  though  you  are,  as 
you  say,  rising  seventy-five.  But  I  am  rising  (perhaps 
more  properly  falling)  eighty,  and  I  leave  the  excuse 
with  you  till  you  arrive  at  that  age ;  perhaps  you  may 
then  be  more  sensible  of  its  validity,  and  see  fit  to 
use  it  for  yourself. 

I  must  agree  with  you,  that  the  gout  is  bad,  and 
that  the  stone  is  worse.  I  am  happy  in  not  having 
them  both   together,  and  I  join  in   your  prayer,  that 
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you  may  live  till  you  die  without  either.  But  I  doubt 
the  author  of  the  epitaph  you  send  me  was  a  little 
mistaken,  when  he,  speaking  of  the  world,  says,  that 

"he  ne'er  cared  a  pin 
What  they  said  or  may  say  of  the  mortal  within." 

It  is  so  natural  to  wish  to  be  well  spoken  of,  whether 
alive  or  dead,  that  I  imagine  he  could  not  be  quite 
exempt  from  that  desire ;  and  that  at  least  he  wished 
to  be  thought  a  wit,  or  he  would  not  have  given  him- 
self the  trouble  of  writing  so  good  an  epitaph  to  leave 
behind  him.  Was  it  not  as  worthy  of  his  care,  that 
the  world  should  say  he  was  an  honest  and  a  good 
man?  I  like  better  the  concluding  sentiment  in  the 
old  song,  called  The  Old  Man's  Wish,  wherein,  after 
wishing  for  a  warm  house  in  a  country  town,  an  easy 
horse,  some  good  authors,  ingenious  and  cheerful  com- 
panions, a  pudding  on  Sundays,  with  stout  ale,  and  a 
bottle  of  Burgundy,  &,c.  &x.,  in  separate  stanzas,  each 
ending  with  this  burthen, 

"  May  I  govern  my  passions  with  absolute  sway, 
Grow  wiser  and  better  as  my  strength  wears  away, 
Without  gout  or  stone,  by  a  gentle  decay ; " 

he  adds, 

"  With  a  courage  undaunted  may  I  face  my  last  day, 
And,  when  I  am  gone,  may  the  better  sort  say, 

'  In  the  morning  when  sober,  in  the  evening  when  mellow, 
He  's  gone,  and  has  not  left  behind  him  his  fellow ; 
For  he  governed  his  passions,  &c.'" 

But  what  signifies  our  wishing  ?  Things  happen,  after 
all,  as  they  will  happen.  I  have  sung  that  wishing 
song  a  thousand  times,  when  I  was  young,  and  now 
find,  at  fourscore,  that  the  three  contraries  have  be- 
fallen me,  being  subject  to  the  gout  and  the  stone, 
and  not  being  yet  master  of  all  my  passions.  Like 
the   proud   girl  in   my  country,  who  wished   and   re- 

o* 


174  FRANKLIN'S    WRITINGS.  [Mt.  79. 

solved  not  to  marry  a  parson,  nor  a  Presbyterian,  nor 
an  Irishman ;  and  at  length  found  herself  married  to 
an  Irish  Presbyterian  parson. 

You  see  I  have  some  reason  to  wish,  that,  in  a 
future  state,  I  may  not  only  be  as  well  as  I  was,  but 
a  little  better.  And  I  hope  it;  for  I,  too,  with  your 
poet,  trust  in  God.  And  when  I  observe,  that  there  is 
great  frugality,  as  well  as  wisdom,  in  his  works,  since 
he  has  been  evidently  sparing  both  of  labor  and  ma- 
terials ;  for  by  the  various  wonderful  inventions  of  prop- 
agation, he  has  provided  for  the  continual  peopling  his 
world  with  plants  and  animals,  without  being  at  the 
trouble  of  repeated  new  creations ;  and  by  the  natural 
reduction  of  compound  substances  to  their  original  ele- 
ments, capable  of  being  employed  in  new  composi- 
tions, he  has  prevented  the  necessity  of  creating  new 
matter ;  so  that  the  earth,  water,  air,  and  perhaps  fire, 
which  being  compounded  form  wood,  do,  when  the 
wood  is  dissolved,  return,  and  again  become  air,  earth, 
fire,  and  water;  I  say,  that,  when  I  see  nothing  anni- 
hilated, and  not  even  a  drop  of  water  wasted,  I  cannot 
suspect  the  annihilation  of  souls,  or  believe,  that  he 
will  suffer  the  daily  waste  of  millions  of  minds  ready 
made  that  now  exist,  and  put  himself  to  the  continual 
trouble  of  making  new  ones.  Thus  finding  myself  to 
exist  in  the  world,  I  believe  I  shall,  in  seme  shape  or 
other,  always  exist;  and,  with  all  the  inconveniences 
human  life  is  liable  to,  I  shall  not  object  to  a  new 
edition  of  mine;  hoping,  however,  that  the  errata  of  the 
last  may  be  corrected. 

I  return  your  note  of  children  received  in  the  Found- 
ling Hospital  at  Paris,  from  1741  to  1755,  inclusive; 
and  I  have  added  the  years  succeeding,  down  to  1770. 
Those  since  that  period  I  have  not  been  able  to  ob- 
tain.    I  have  noted  in  the  margin  the  gradual  increase, 
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viz.  from  every  tenth  child  so  thrown  upon  the  public, 
till  it  comes  to  every  third !  Fifteen  years  have  passed 
since  the  last  account,  and  probably  it  may  now  amount 
to  one  half.  Is  it  right  to  encourage  this  monstrous 
deficiency  of  natural  affection  ?  A  surgeon  I  met  with 
here  excused  the  women  of  Paris,  by  saying,  seriously, 
that  they  could  not  give  suck ;  "  Car"  said  he,  " elles 
rHont  point  de  tetons"  He  assured  me  it  was  a  fact, 
and  bade  me  look  at  them,  and  observe  how  flat 
they  were  on  the  breast;  "they  have  nothing  more 
there,"  said  he,  "than  I  have  upon  the  back  of  my 
hand*"  I  have  since  thought  that  there  might  be 
some  truth  in  his  observation,  and  that,  possibly,  na- 
ture, finding  they  made  no  use  of  bubbies,  has  left  off 
giving  them  any.  Yet,  since  Rousseau  pleaded,  with 
admirable  eloquence,  for  the  rights  of  children  to  their 
mother's  milk,  the  mode  has  changed  a  little ;  and 
some  ladies  of  quality  now  suckle  their  infants  and 
find  milk  enough.  May  the  mode  descend  to  the 
lower  ranks,  till  it  becomes  no  longer  the  custom  to 
pack  their  infants  away,  as  soon  as  born,  to  the  En* 
fans  Trouves,  with  the  careless  observation,  that  the 
King  is  better  able  to  maintain  them. 

I  am  credibly  informed,  that  nine-tenths  of  them  die 
there  pretty  soon,  which  is  said  to  be  a  great  relief 
to  the  institution,  whose  funds  would  not  otherwise 
be  sufficient  to  bring  up  the  remainder.  Except  the 
few  persons  of  quality  above  mentioned,  and  the  mul- 
titude who  send  to  the  Hospital,  the  practice  is  to 
hire  nurses  in  the  country  to  carry  out  the  children, 
and  take  care  of  them  there.  Here  is  an  office  for 
examining  the  health  of  nurses,  and  giving  them 
licenses.  They  come  to  town  on  certain  days  of  the 
week  in  companies  to  receive  the  children,  and  we  often 
meet  trains  of  them  on  the  road  returning  to  the  neigh- 
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bouring  villages,  with  each  a  child  in  her  arms.  But 
those,  who  are  good  enough  to  try  this  way  of  raising 
their  children,  are  often  not  able  to  pay  the  expense ; 
so  that  the  prisons  of  Paris  are  crowded  with  wretch- 
ed fathers  and  mothers  confined  pour  mois  de  nourrice, 
though  it  is  laudably  a  favorite  charity  to  pay  for  them, 
and  set  such  prisoners  at  liberty.  I  wish  success  to 
the  new  project  of  assisting  the  poor  to  keep  their 
children  at  home,  because  I  think  there  is  no  nurse 
like  a  mother  (or  not  many),  and  that,  if  parents  did 
not  immediately  send  their  infants  out  of  their  sight, 
they  would  in  a  few  days  begin  to  love  them,  and 
thence  be  spurrred  to  greater  industry  for  their  main- 
tenance. This  is  a  subject  you  understand  better  than 
I,  and,  therefore,  having  perhaps  said  too  much,  I  drop 
it.  I  only  add  to  the  notes  a  remark,  from  the  Histo- 
ry of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  much  in  favor  of  the 
Foundling  Institution. 

The  Philadelphia  bank  goes  on,  as  I  hear,  very  well 
What  you  call  the  Cincinnati  Institution  is  no  institu- 
tion of  our  government,  but  a  private  convention  among 
the  officers  of  our  late  army,  and  so  universally  dis- 
liked by  the  people,  that  it  is  supposed  it  will  be  drop- 
ped. It  was  considered  as  an  attempt  to  establish 
something  like  an  hereditary  rank  or  nobility.  I  hold 
with  you,  that  it  was  wrong;  may  I  add,  that  all  de- 
scending honors  are  wrong  and  absurd ;  that  the  hon- 
or of  virtuous  actions  appertains  only  to  him  that  per- 
forms them,  and  is  in  its  nature  incommunicable.  If 
it  were  communicable  by  descent,  it  must  also  be 
divisible  among  the  descendants ;  and  the  more  ancient 
the  family,  the  less  would  be  found  existing  in  any 
one  branch  of  it ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  greater  chance 
of  unlucky  interruptions.* 

*  See  letter  to  Mrs.  Bache,  dated  January  26th,  1784,  above,  p.  58. 
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Our  constitution  seems  not  to  be  well  understood 
with  you.  If  the  Congress  were  a  permanent  body, 
there  would  be  more  reason  in  being  jealous  of  giving 
it  powers.  But  its  members  are  chosen  annually,  can- 
not be  chosen  more  than  three  years  successively,  nor 
more  than  three  years  in  seven ;  and  any  of  them  may 
be  recalled  at  any  time,  whenever  their  constituents 
shall  be  dissatisfied  with  their  conduct.*  They  are  of 
the  people,  and  return  again  to  mix  with  the  people, 
having  no  more  durable  preeminence  than  the  different 
grains  of  sand  in  an  hourglass.  Such  an  assembly 
cannot  easily  become  dangerous  to  liberty.  They  are 
the  servants  of  the  people,  sent  together  to  do  the 
people's  business,  and  promote  the  public  welfare ; 
their  powers  must  be  sufficient,  or  their  duties  cannot 
be  performed.  They  have  no  profitable  appointments, 
but  a  mere  payment  of  daily  wages,  such  as  are  scarce- 
ly equivalent  to  their  expenses ;  so  that,  having  no 
chance  for  great  places,  and  enormous  salaries  or  pen- 
sions, as  in  some  countries,  there  is  no  canvassing  or 
bribing  for  elections. 

I  wish  Old  England  were  as  happy  in  its  govern- 
ment, but  I  do  not  see  it.  Your  people,  however,  think 
their  constitution  the  best  in  the  world,  and  affect  to 
despise  ours.  It  is  comfortable  to  have  a  good  opinion 
of  one's  self,  and  of  every  thing  that  belongs  to  us ; 
to  think  one's  own  religion,  king,  and  wife,  the  best 
of  all  possible  wives,  kings,  or  religions.  I  remember 
three  Greenlanders,  who  had  travelled  two  years  in 
Europe  under  the  care  of  some  Moravian  missionaries, 
and  had  visited  Germany,  Denmark,  Holland,  and  Eng- 
land. When  I  asked  them  at  Philadelphia,  where 
they  were  in  their  way  home,  whether,  now  they  had 

*  These  were  the  provisions  of  the  old  confederation. 
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seen  how  much  more  commodiously  the  white  people 
lived  by  the  help  of  the  arts,  they  would  not  choose 
to  remain  among  us ;  their  answer  was,  that  they  were 
pleased  with  having  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  so 
many  fine  things,  but  they  chose  to  live  in  their  own 
country.  Which  country,  by  the  way,  consisted  of  rock 
only,  for  the  Moravians  were  obliged  to  carry  earth  in 
their  ship  from  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  cabbage  garden. 

By  Mr.  Dollond's  saying,  that  my  double  spectacles 
can  only  serve  particular  eyes,  I  doubt  he  has  not  been 
rightly  informed  of  their  construction.  I  imagine  it  will 
be  found  pretty  generally  true,  that  the  same  convexity 
of  glass,  through  which  a  man  sees  clearest  and  best 
at  the  distance  proper  for  reading,  is  not  the  best  for 
greater  distances.  I  therefore  had  formerly  two  pair 
of  spectacles,  which  I  shifted  occasionally,  as  in  trav- 
elling I  sometimes  read,  and  often  wanted  to  regard 
the  prospects.  Finding  this  change  troublesome,  and 
not  always  sufficiently  ready,  I  had  the  glasses  cut,  and 
half  of  each  kind  associated  in  the  same  circle,  thus, 


By  this  means,  as  I  wear  my  spectacles  constantly,  I 
have  only  to  move  my  eyes  up  or  down,  as  I  want  to 
see  distinctly  far  or  near,  the  proper  glasses  being  al- 
ways ready.  This  I  find  more  particularly  convenient 
since  my  being  in  France,  the  glasses  that   serve  me 
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best  at  table  to  see  what  I  eat,  not  being  the  best  to 
see  the  faces  of  those  on  the  other  side  of  the  table 
who  speak  to  me ;  and  when  one's  ears  are  not  well 
accustomed  to  the  sounds  of  a  language,  a  sight  of  the 
movements  in  the  features  of  him  that  speaks  helps  to 
explain ;  so  that  I  understand  French  better  by  the 
help  of  my  spectacles. 

My  intended  translator  of  your  piece,  the  only  one 
I  know  who  understands  the  subject,  as  well  as  the 
two  languages,  (which  a  translator  ought  to  do,  or  he 
cannot  make  so  good  a  translation,)  is  at  present  oc- 
cupied in  an  affair  that  prevents  his  undertaking  it; 
but  that  will  soon  be  over.  I  thank  you  for  the 
notes.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  another  of  the  print- 
ed pamphlets. 

We  shall  always  be  ready  to  take  your  children,  if 
you  send  them  to  us.  I  only  wonder,  that,  since  Lon- 
don draws  to  itself,  and  consumes  such  numbers  of 
your  country  people,  the  country  should  not,  to  supply 
their  places,  want  and  willingly  receive  the  children 
you  have  to  dispose  of.  That  circumstance,  together 
with  the  multitude  who  voluntarily  part  with  their  free- 
dom as  men,  to  serve  for  a  time  as  lackeys,  or  for 
life  as  soldiers,  in  consideration  of  small  wages,  seems 
to  me  proof  that  your  island  is  over-peopled.  And 
yet  it  is  afraid  of  emigrations !  Adieu,  my  dear  friend, 
and  believe  me  ever  yours  very  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 
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FROM    THOMAS    PERCIVAL   TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Perceptive   Power  of   Vegetables,  —  Bishop    Watson's 
Collection  of  Tracts.  —  Christian  Charity. 

Manchester,  23  May,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  owe  you  my  most  cordial  acknowledgments  for 
the  very  friendly  letter,  with  which  you  favored  me 
last  summer  by  Mr.  Smeathman.  Your  ingenious  man- 
uscript concerning  the  cause  of  the  severe  cold  in  the 
winter  of  1 783  -41  delivered  to  our  Philosophical 
Society,  and  it  is  ordered  by  the  committee  of  papers 
to  be  inserted  in  a  volume  of  Memoirs,  which  is  now 
in  the  press.*  I  am  commissioned  to  return  the  thanks 
of  the  Society  to  you  for  this  communication,  to  re- 
quest your  future  correspondence,  and  to  acquaint  you, 
that  we  have  honored  our  Institution  by  electing  you 
an  extraordinary  member. 

The  gentleman,  who  took  charge  of  your  diploma, 
conveys  it  with  a  little  tract  of  mine  on  the  Percep- 
tive Power  of  Vegetables.  To  the  whimsical  doctrine 
contained  in  this  jeu  d'esprit,  you  will  readily  believe 
I  can  hardly  be  a  convert.  Yet,  the  further  we  carry 
our  researches  into  the  comparative  nature  of  animals 
and  vegetables,  the  more  shall  we  find  that  they  elu- 
cidate the  economy  of  each  other,  and  reciprocally 
discover  principles,  which  are  common  to  both.  Late 
observations  have  evinced,  that  animals  have  the  power 
of  resisting,  to  a  certain  point,  such  degrees  of  heat 
or  cold  as  are  injurious  to  them.  It  is  obvious,  that 
vegetables  must  be  endued  with  the  same  faculty,  be- 
cause they  are  found  to  flourish  in  climates  where  the 

*  See  this  paper  in  the  present  work,  Vol.  VI.  p.  455. 
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circumambient  air  varies  considerably  from  their  proper 
temperature.  And  the  fact  has  been  fully  illustrated 
by  Mr.  John  Hunter's  experiments. 

Your  very  kind  acceptance  of  the  volume  of  Moral 
and  Literary  Dissertations,  which  I  sent  to  you  by 
Mr.  Thomas  White,  afforded  me  the  sincerest  satisfac- 
tion ;  and  the  honor  you  did  me,  by  perusing  the  whole 
of  it  before  you  slept,  is  more  flattering  to  me  than 
the  approbation  of  a  hundred  critics. 

I  have  lately  received  a  very  valuable  present  from 
my  friend  Dr.  Watson,  Bishop  of  Landaff.  It  is  a  col- 
lection of  tracts  on  the  Evidences  of  Natural  and  Re- 
vealed Religion,  selected  from  the  works  of  churchmen, 
laymen,  and  dissenters,  systematically  arranged  in  six 
octavo  volumes,  so  as  to  form  a  complete  library  for 
the  junior  and  inferior  clergy.  I  am  charmed  with 
the  candor,  the  liberality,  and  the  spirit  of  Catholicism, 
which  his  Lordship  has  avowed  with  the  utmost  en- 
ergy and  freedom  in  his  Preface.  The  true  Christian 
charity  of  a  bishop,  thus  manifested,  will  promote  the 
interest  of  the  Church  of  England  far  more  honorably 
and  permanently,  than  creeds,  tests,  or  anathemas.  He 
has  proved  himself  the  generous  minister  of  peace, 
and,  if  his  brethren  follow  so  laudable  an  example  by 
offering  the  olive  branch,  instead  of  brandishing  the 
sword,  or  throwing  down  the  gauntlet,  I  hope  and 
trust  an  end  will  be  put  to  theological  contention  and 
hostility. 

Is  there  any  prospect  of  your  revisiting  England? 
Few  events  would  give  me  more  delight,  than  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  assuring  you  in  person,  with  what 
cordial  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
dear  Sir,  &c.  Thomas  Percival. 

vol.  x.  p 
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FROM    RICHARD    PRICE    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Library  for  the  Town  of  Franklin. 

Newington  Green,  3  June,  1785. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  wrote  to  you  and  Mr.  Jefferson  a  few  weeks  ago, 
and  sent  you  some  copies  of  the  edition  lately  pub- 
lished here  of  my  pamphlet  on  the  American  Revolu- 
tion. Mr.  Williams  has  given  me  much  pleasure  by 
calling  upon  me,  and  bringing  me  a  letter  from  you. 
I  have,  according  to  your  desire,  furnished  him  with  a 
list  of  such  books  on  religion  and  government,  as  I 
think  some  of  the  best,  and  added  a  present  to  the 
parish  that  is  to  bear  your  name,  of  such  of  my  own 
publications  as  I  think  may  not  be  unsuitable.  Should 
this  be  the  commencement  of  parochial  libraries  in  the 
States,  it  will  do  great  good. 

Mr.  Williams  tells  me,  that  you  have  obtained  per- 
mission to  resign,  and  that  you  are  likely  soon  to  re- 
turn to  America,  there  to  finish  your  life ;  a  life,  which, 
without  doubt,  will  be  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
in  future  annals.  Indeed,  I  cannot  wonder,  that,  after 
being  so  long  tossed  on  the  sea  of  politics,  and  see- 
ing your  country,  partly  under  your  guidance,  carried 
through  a  hard  contest,  and  a  most  important  revolu- 
tion established,  you  should  wish  to  withdraw  to  rest 
and  tranquillity. 

May  the  best  blessings  of  Heaven  attend  you,  and 
the  sad  malady  under  which  you  are  suffering  be 
rendered  as  tolerable  to  you  as  possible.  You  are 
going  to  the  new  world ;  I  must  stay  in  this ;  but  I 
trust  there  is  a  world  beyond  the  grave,  where  we 
shall  be  happier  than  ever.  I  shall  be  always  follow- 
ing you  with  my  good  wishes,  and  remain  with  un- 
alterable respect  and  affection,  &c. 

Richard  Price, 
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FROM    CLAUDIUS    CRIGAN,  BISHOP    OF    SODOR   AND    MAN, 

TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Isle  of  Man,  7  June,  1785. 

The  name  of  Dr.  Franklin  stands  so  high  in  politics 
and  philosophy,  that  it  were  a  proof  of  the  depth  of 
ignorance  and  obscurity  to  be  unacquainted  with  the 
great  things  he  has  done  in  both  these  useful  sciences. 
Europe  as  well  as  America  looks  with  equal  veneration 
and  admiration  on  the  great  man,  who  supported  an 
oppressed  and  almost  sinking  state,  and  forsook  her 
not  until  he  secured  her  freedom  and  established  her 
independence  among  the  sovereigns  of  the  world. 
Some  of  these  few,  who  have  had  the  happiness  of  a 
personal  acquaintance  with  him,  have  assured  me,  they 
found  him  as  willing  to  communicate  his  knowledge 
as  he  had  been  studious  to  obtain  it,  and  that  no  one 
could  leave  him  without  carrying  away  some  improve- 
ment, and  receiving  the  most  pleasing  entertainment. 

When  crowns  court  attention,  it  is  scarcely  decent 
for  common  people  to  solicit  admission ;  but  a  Mr. 
Hamilton  of  Ireland,  and  some  other  friends  of  mine, 
have  given  me  such  accounts  of  your  condescension, 
that  I  am  emboldened  to  give  you  this  trouble,  and  to 
presume  so  far  as  to  entreat  the  liberty  of  introducing 
my  vicar- general,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Christian,  to  you ; 
and,  as  we  have  lately  received  some  imperfect  sketches 
of  the  establishment  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Eng- 
land in  the  southern  colonies  of  North  America,  should 
Mr.  Christian  request  any  information  from  you,  or  pro- 
pose any  thing  for  the  benefit  of  religion  in  that  quar- 
ter of  the  world,  you  may  depend  with  the  greatest 
safety  on  his  talents  and  intelligence  in  Church  busi- 
ness, as  well  as  his  sincerity  in  assisting  me  in  exe- 
cuting any  part  in  the  system  he  may  have  the  honor 
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of  proposing  to  you.  I  shall  consider  a  few  lines  in 
acknowledgment  of  your  forgiveness  of  this  intrusion 
of  myself  and  my  friend  upon  you,  as  the  greatest 
honor  of  my  life,  and  remain,  with  the  most  profound 
respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Claudius  Sodor  and  Man. 


TO    THOMAS    BARCLAY. 

Relative  to  his  Charges  for  Salary  as  Minister 
Plenipotentiary, 

Paris,  19  June,  1785. 

Sir, 

With  respect  to  my  continuing  to  charge  two  thousand 
five  hundred  pounds  sterling  per  annum  as  my  salary, 
of  which  you  desire  gome  explanation,  I  send  you,  in 
support  of  that  charge,  the  resolution  of  Congress,  which 
is  in  these  words. 

"In  Congress,  October  5th,  1779.  Resolved,  that 
each  of  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  be  allowed  at  the 
rate  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  sterling  per 
annum,  and  each  of  their  secretaries  at  the  rate  of 
one  thousand  pounds  sterling  per  annum,  in  full  for 
their  services  and  expenses  respectively.  That  the 
salary  of  each  of  the  said  officers  be  computed  from 
the  time  of  his  leaving  his  place  of  abode,  to  enter  on 
the  duties  of  his  office,  and  be  continued  three  months 
after  the  notice  of  his  recall." 

The  several  bills  I  afterwards  received,  drawn  on 
the  Congress  banker,  Mr.  Grand,  for  my  salary,  were 
all  calculated  on  that  sum,  as  my  salary ;  and  neither 
the  banker  nor  myself  has  received  notice  of  any 
change  respecting  me.  He  has  accordingly,  since  the 
drawing  ceased,  continued  to  pay  me  at  the  same  rate. 
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I  have,  indeed,  heard,  that  a  resolution  was  passed  last 
year,  that  the  salaries  of  Plenipotentiaries  should  be 
no  more  than  two  thousand  pounds  sterling  per  annum. 
But  the  resolution,  I  suppose,  can  relate  only  to  such 
Plenipotentiaries  as  should  be  afterwards  appointed ; 
for  I  cannot  conceive,  that  the  Congress,  after  promis- 
ing a  minister  twenty-five  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
and  when  he  has  thereby  been  encouraged  to  engage 
in  a  way  of  living  for  their  honor,  which  only  that 
salary  can  support,  would  think  it  just  to  diminish  it  a 
fifth,  and  leave  him  under  the  difficulty  of  reducing 
his  expenses  proportionably ;  a  thing  scarce  practica- 
ble ;  the  necessity  of  which  he  might  have  avoided, 
if  he  had  not  confided  in  their  original  promise. 

But  the  article  of  salary  with  all  the  rest  of  my  ac- 
counts will  be  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  Congress, 
together  with  some  other  considerable  articles  I  have 
not  charged,  but  on  which  I  shall  expect,  from  their 
equity,  some  consideration.  If,  for  want  of  knowing 
precisely  the  intention  of  Congress,  what  expenses 
should  be  deemed  public,  and  what  private,  I  have 
charged  any  article  to  the  public,  which  should  be  de- 
frayed by  me,  their  banker  has  my  order,  as  soon  as 
the  pleasure  of  Congress  shall  be  made  known  to  him, 
to  rectify  the  error,  by  transferring  the  amount  to 
my  private  account,  and  discharging  by  so  much  that 
of  the  public.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B,  Franklin. 


vol.  x.  24  p 
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TO 


Dissuading  him  from   attempting  to  cross  to  England 

in  a  Balloon. 

Passy,  20  June,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  just  received  the  only  letter  from  you  that 
has  given  me  pain.  It  informs  me  of  your  intention 
to  attempt  passing  to  England  in  the  car  of  a  balloon. 
In  the  present  imperfect  state  of  that  invention,  I  think 
it  much  too  soon  to  hazard  a  voyage  of  that  distance. 
It  is  said  here  by  some  of  those,  who  have  had  ex- 
perience, that  as  yet  they  have  not  found  means  to 
keep  up  a  balloon  more  than  two  hours ;  for  that,  by 
now  and  then  losing  air  to  prevent  rising  too  high  and 
bursting,  and  now  and  then  discharging  ballast  to  avoid 
descending  too  low ;  these  means  of  regulation  are 
exhausted.  Besides  this,  all  the  circumstances  of  dan- 
ger by  disappointment,  in  the  operation  of  sovpapes* 
&c.  &c,  seem  not  to  be  yet  well  known,  and  therefore 
not  easily  provided  against.  For  on  Wednesday  last 
M.  Pilatre  de  Rosier,  who  had  studied  the  subject  as 
much  as  any  man,  lost  his  support  in  the  air,  by  the 
bursting  of  his  balloon,  or  by  some  other  means  we 
are  yet  unacquainted  with,  and  fell  with  his  companion! 
from  the  height  of  one  thousand  toises,  on  the  rocky 
coast,  and  were  both  found  dashed  to  pieces. 

You,  having  lived  a  good  life,  do  not  fear  death. 
But  pardon  the  anxious  freedom  of  a  friend,  if  he  tells 
you,  that,  the  continuance  of  your  life  being  of  impor- 
tance to  your  family  and  your  country,  though  you 
might  laudably  hazard  it  for  their  good,  you  have  no 


*  Valves.  f  The  Marquis  d'Arlandes. 
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right  to  risk  it  for  a  fancy.  I  pray  God  this  may 
reach  you  in  time,  and  have  some  effect  towards  chang- 
ing your  design;  being  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours 
affectionately,  B.  Franklin. 


FROM    FRANCIS    MASERES    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Policy  of  restoring  the  confiscated  Estates  to  the 
Loyalists.  —  JYational  Debt. 

Inner  Temple,  20  June,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  have  this  day  received  by  the  hands  of  M.  Du 
Calvet  the  favor  of  your  letter,  which  gave  me  a  very 
singular  pleasure  after  so  long  and  so  unfortunate  an 
interruption  of  our  correspondence.  The  event  of  the 
late  contest  has  brought  great  misfortunes  upon  both 
countries,  or,  at  least,  upon  Great  Britain,  by  increasing 
the  national  debt  to  at  least  double  its  former  quantity, 
as  well  as  very  much  reducing  the  extent  of  its  do- 
minions. But,  melancholy  as  this  event  is,  it  is  less 
displeasing  than  the  contrary  event  of  a  total  subju- 
gation of  the  revolted  colonies  by  force  of  arms,  and  a 
consequent  government  of  them  by  military  power,  by 
erecting  forts  and  citadels,  and  altering  the  charters, 
and  governing  them  by  governors  and  other  officers 
depending  entirely  on  the  pleasure  of  the  crown,  and 
in  a  manner  disagreeable  to  the  people,  which  I  con- 
jecture from  the  Archbishop  of  York's  sermon,  of 
February  21st,  1777,  (of  which  I  sent  you  a  paraphrase 
with  the  book  of  Annuities,)  would  have  been  the 
government  established  over  them,  if  they  had  been 
thoroughly  subdued  in  the  year  1776. 

But,  if  they  could  have  been  reconciled  to  Great 
Britain  by  fair  means,  and  governed,  as  formerly,  with- 
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out  force  or  soldiers,  and  with  their  own  consent  and 
good  will,  I  own,  I  think  it  would  have  been  for  the 
benefit  of  all  parties.  But  these  views  are  now  at  an 
end,  and  the  new  States  are,  I  presume,  likely  to  con- 
tinue for  ever  independent  of,  and  consequently  foreign 
to  Great  Britain.  And  I  am  amongst  those,  who  wish 
them  happy  in  their  new  condition,  and  feel  no  satis- 
faction from  the  reports  that  prevail  here,  that,  from 
the  anarchy  and  confusion  that  prevail  among  them, 
they  have  still  more  reason  than  we  to  lament  the 
separation.  On  the  contrary,  I  sincerely  wish,  that,  as 
they  have  been  founded  on  the  purest  principles  of 
liberty,  they  may  enjoy  all  the  blessings  that  should 
result  from  those  principles,  and  prove  a  refuge  to 
mankind  from  the  slavery  which  prevails  in  almost 
every  part  of  Europe. 

They  seem,  however,  at  present  to  be  too  much  ac- 
tuated by  a  spirit  of  revenge  against  those  of  their 
countrymen,  who  adhered  to  their  first  allegiance,  whom 
they  call  Tories,  and  we  call  Loyalists.  After  the  com- 
plete attainment  of  their  desired  independence,  it  would 
surely  have  been  more  agreeable  to  policy,  as  well  as 
justice,  to  have  restored  to  those  persons  their  estates, 
upon  their  taking  the  new  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the 
several  new  governments,  which  they  would  have  no 
longer  scrupled  to  do,  when  the  King  had  absolved 
them  from  their  allegiance  to  him,  by  consenting  to 
the  independence  of  the  new  States. 

When  the  Commonwealth  Parliament  of  England 
had  cut  off  King  Charles's  head,  in  the  year  1649, 
and  set  up  a  republican  government,  they  did  not 
confiscate  the  estates  of  the  Cavaliers,  but  left  those, 
who  had  not  been  in  arms  for  the  King,  in  the  full 
and  quiet  possession  of  all  their  property,  and  restored 
the  estates   of  those  who   had   been  in  arms  for   the 
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King,  upon  the  payment  of  a  composition  of  only  two 
years'  rent,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  persons, 
whom  they  considered  as  very  deep  malignants  (as 
they  called  them),  or  very  great  offenders,  such  as  the 
Marquis  of  Worcester,  and  the  Earl  of  Derby,  and 
four  or  five  persons  more,  whose  estates  they  did  con- 
fiscate. Nothing,  I  apprehend,  would  tend  more  to 
introduce  settlement  and  good  order  in  the  States, 
than  the  imitation  of  this  gentle  and  moderate  con- 
duct ;  and  I  suppose  it  would  produce  likewise  the 
surrender  of  the  posts  on  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie 
to  the  new  States,  agreeably  to  the  treaty  of  peace, 
till  which  event,  the  peace  can  hardly  be  considered 
as  firmly  established ;  and  God  forbid  we  should  have 
any  more  war  about  these  posts,  or  indeed  any  thing 
else. 

My  view,  in  the  observations  on  the  national  debt, 
was  not  so  much  to  recommend  my  particular  method 
of  diminishing  it,  in  preference  to  other  methods,  as 
to  show,  that  most  methods  were  nearly  equally  useful 
for  this  purpose,  provided  the  same  sum  of  money  was 
applied  every  year  to  that  purpose,  for  the  same  num- 
ber of  years,  without  any  interruption ;  and  that  those 
methods  were  the  fittest  to  be  adopted,  which  were 
least  likely  to  be  interrupted. 

Your  old  friend,  Mr.  Jackson,  is  pretty  well  in  health, 
but  is  not  in  Parliament ;  and  Lord  John  Cavendish, 
and  Mr.  John  Yorke,  and  many  other  gentlemen  of 
respectable  character  and  condition,  are  not  so  now. 
I  should  have  been  very  happy  to  have  seen  you  again 
in  England,  and  so,  I  am  persuaded,  would  have  been 
many  of  your  friends,  notwithstanding  the  late  unfor- 
tunate contentions.  But,  since  that  cannot  be,  and  you 
are  returning  to  America,  I  heartily  wish  you  health 
and  strength  to  bear   the  journey  with    ease,  and   to 
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enjoy  your  friends  and  your  situation  in  that  part  of 
the  world ;  and  I  hope,  that  you  will  have  the  satisfac- 
tion of  contributing,  by  your  wisdom  and  moderation, 
to  soften  the  animosities  that  now  prevail  there,  and 
to  introduce  a  spirit  of  peace,  settlement,  and  good 
order,  in  their  stead,  and  thereby  crown  the  great  work, 
to  which  you  have  so  much  contributed,  of  establish- 
ing those  new  States  in  liberty  and  independence.  I 
remain,  with  great  regard,  &c. 

Francis  Maseres. 


TO    FRANCIS    MASERES. 

Results  of  the  American   Contest,  —  State  of  Jlmerica. 
—  The  Loyalists.  —  Confiscation  of  Estates. 

Passy,  26  June,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  have  just  received  your  friendly  letter  of  the  20th 
instant.  I  agree  with  you  perfectly  in  the  opinion, 
that,  though  the  contest  has  been  hurtful  to  both  our 
countries,  yet  the  event,  a  separation,  is  better  even  for 
yours  than  success.  The  reducing  and  keeping  us  in 
subjection  by  an  armed  force  would  have  cost  you  more 
than  the  dominion  could  be  worth,  and  our  slavery 
would  have  brought  on  yours.  The  ancient  system 
of  the  British  empire  was  a  happy  one,  by  which  the 
colonies  were  allowed  to  govern  and  tax  themselves. 
Had  it  been  wisely  continued,  it  is  hard  to  imagine 
the  degree  of  power  and  importance  in  the  world  that 
empire  might  have  arrived  at.  All  the  means  of  grow- 
ing greatness,  extent  of  territory,  agriculture,  commerce, 
arts,  population,  were  within  its  own  limits,  and  there- 
fore at  its  command. 

I  used  to  consider  that  system  as  a  large  and  beau- 
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tiful  porcelain  vase;  I  lamented  the  measures  that  I 
saw  likely  to  break  it,  and  strove  to  prevent  them ;  be- 
cause, once  broken,  I  saw  no  probability  of  its  being 
ever  repaired.  My  endeavours  did  not  succeed ;  we 
are  broken,  and  the  parts  must  now  do  as  well  as 
they  can  for  themselves.  We  may  still  do  well,  though 
separated.  I  have  great  hopes  of  our  side,  and  good 
wishes  for  yours.  The  anarchy  and  confusion  you 
mention,  as  supposed  to  prevail  among  us,  exist  only 
in  your  newspapers.  I  have  authentic  accounts,  which 
assure  me,  that  no  people  were  ever  better  governed, 
or  more  content  with  their  respective  constitutions 
and  governments,  than  the  present  Thirteen  States  of 
America. 

A  little  reflection  may  convince  any  reasonable  man, 
that  a  government  wherein  the  administrators  are  chos- 
en annually  by  the  free  voice  of  the  governed,  and 
may  also  be  recalled  at  any  time  if  their  conduct  dis- 
pleases their  constituents,  cannot  be  a  tyrannical  one, 
as  your  Loyalists  represent  it;  who  at  the  same  time 
inconsistently  desire  to  return  and  live  under  it.  And, 
among  an  intelligent,  enlightened  people,  as  ours  is,  there 
must  always  be  too  numerous  and  too  strong  a  party 
for  supporting  good  government  and  the  laws,  to  suf- 
fer what  is  called  anarchy.  This  better  account  of 
our  situation  must  be  pleasing  to  your  humanity,  and 
therefore  I  give  it  you. 

But  we  differ  a  little  in  our  sentiments  respecting 
the  Loyalists  (as  they  call  themselves),  and  the  conduct 
of  America  towards  them,  which,  you  think,  "seems 
actuated  by  a  spirit  of  revenge;  and  that  it  would 
have  been  more  agreeable  to  policy,  as  well  as  jus- 
tice, to  have  restored  their  estates  upon  their  taking 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the  new  governments."  That 
there  should  still  be  some  resentment  against  them  in 


192  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [Mr.  79. 

the  breasts  of  those,  who  have  had  their  houses,  farms, 
and  towns  so  lately  destroyed,  and  relations  scalped 
under  the  conduct  of  these  royalists,  is  not  wonderful ; 
though  I  believe  the  opposition  given  by  many  to  their 
reestablishing  among  us  is  owing  to  a  firm  persuasion, 
that  there  could  be  no  reliance  on  their  oaths ;  and 
that  the  effect  of  receiving  those  people  again  would 
be  an  introduction  of  that  very  anarchy  and  confusion 
they  falsely  reproach  us  with.  Even  the  example  you 
propose,  of  the  English  Commonwealth's  restoring  the 
estates  of  the  royalists  after  their  being  subdued,  seems 
rather  to  countenance  and  encourage  our  acting  dif- 
ferently, as  probably  if  the  power,  which  always  ac- 
companies property,  had  not  been  restored  to  the  roy- 
alists, if  their  estates  had  remained  confiscated,  and 
their  persons  had  been  banished,  they  could  not  have 
so  much  contributed  to  the  restoration  of  kingly  pow- 
er, and  the  new  government  of  the  republic  might 
have  been  more  durable. 

The  majority  of  examples  in  your  history  are  on 
the  other  side  of  the  question.  All  the  estates  in  Eng- 
land and  south  of  Scotland,  and  most  of  those  pos- 
sessed by  the  descendants  of  the  English  in  Ireland, 
are  held  from  ancient  confiscations  made  of  the  estates 
of  Caledonians  and  Britons,  the  original  possessors  in 
your  island,  or  the  native  Irish,  in  the  last  century 
only.  It  is  but  a  few  months  since,  that  your  Parlia- 
ment has,  in  a  few  instances,  given  up  confiscations 
incurred  by  a  rebellion  suppressed  forty  years  ago. 
The  war  against  us  was  begun  by  a  general  act  of 
Parliament,  declaring  all  our  estates  confiscated ;  and 
probably  one  great  motive  to  the  loyalty  of  the  royal- 
ists was  the  hope  of  sharing  in  these  confiscations. 
They  have  played  a  deep  game,  staking  their  estates 
against  ours ;  and   they  have  been  unsuccessful.     But 
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it  is  a  surer  game,  since  they  had  promises  to  rely  on 
from  your  government,  of  indemnification  in  case  of 
loss ;  and  I  see  your  Parliament  is  about  to  fulfil  those 
promises.  To  this  I  have  no  objection,  because,  though 
still  our  enemies,  they  are  men ;  they  are  in  necessity ; 
and  I  think  even  a  hired  assassin  has  a  right  to  his 
pay  from  his  employer.  It  seems  too  more  reasonable, 
that  the  expense  of  paying  these  should  fall  upon  the 
government  who  encouraged  the  mischief  done,  rather 
than  upon  us  who  suffered  it ;  the  confiscated  estates 
making  amends  but  for  a  very  small  part  of  that  mis- 
chief. It  is  not,  therefore,  clear,  that  our  retaining  them 
is  chargeable  with  injustice. 

I  have  hinted  above,  that  the  name  loyalist  was  im- 
properly assumed  by  these  people.  Royalists  they 
may  perhaps  be  called.  But  the  true  loyalists  were 
the  people  of  America,  against  whom  they  acted.  No 
people  were  ever  known  more  truly  loyal,  and  univer- 
sally so,  to  their  sovereigns.  The  Protestant  succes- 
sion in  the  House  of  Hanover  was  their  idol.  Not  a 
Jacobite  was  to  be  found  from  one  end  of  the  Colo- 
nies to  the  other.  They  were  affectionate  to  the  peo- 
ple of  England,  zealous  and  forward  to  assist  in  her 
wars,  by  voluntary  contributions  of  men  and  money, 
even  beyond  their  proportion.  The  King  and  Parlia- 
ment had  frequently  acknowledged  this  by  public  mes- 
sages, resolutions,  and  reimbursements.  But  they  were 
equally  fond  of  what  they  esteemed  their  rights ;  and, 
if  they  resisted  when  those  were  attacked,  it  was  a 
resistance  in  favor  of  a  British  constitution,  which 
every  Englishman  might  share  in  enjoying,  who  should 
come  to  live  among  them  ;  it  was  resisting  arbitrary 
impositions,  that  were  contrary  to  common  right  and  to 
their  fundamental  constitutions,  and  to  constant  an- 
cient usage.     It  was  indeed  a  resistance   in   favor  of 

VOL.  X.  25  Q, 
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the  liberties  of  England,  which  might  have  been  en- 
dangered by  success  in  the  attempt  against  ours ;  and 
therefore  a  great  man  in  your  Parliament*  did  not 
scruple  to  declare,  he  rejoiced  that  America  had  resist- 
ed. I,  for  the  same  reason,  may  add  this  very  resistance 
to  the  other  instances  of  their  loyalty.  I  have  already 
said,  that  I  think  it  just  you  should  reward  those  Amer- 
icans, who  joined  your  troops  in  the  war  against  their 
own  country ;  but,  if  ever  honesty  could  be  inconsist- 
ent with  policy,  it  is  so  in  this  instance.     I  am,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    MRS.    MARY    HEWSON. 

Passy,  26  June,  1785. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  wrote  to  you  the  5th  of  last  month,  and  have 
since  received  your  kind  letters  of  the  8th,  informing 
me  of  your  welfare,  and  that  of  the  dear  children, 
which  gave  me  great  pleasure.  I  shall  long  to  see 
you  all  again  in  America,  where  I  hope  to  be  soon. 
Almost  all  my  things  are  now  packed  up,  and  will  be 
in  the  barge  next  Wednesday,  to  go  down  the  river; 
for,  though  I  know  not  yet  what  vessel  I  shall  go  in, 
I  would  have  every  thing  at  Havre  ready  to  embark ; 
and  I  suppose  I  shall  not  be  here  myself  a  fortnight 
longer. 

I  say  nothing  to  persuade  you  to  go  with  me  or  to 
follow  me ;  because  I  know  you  do  not  usually  act 
from  persuasion,  but  from  judgment ;  and,  as  that  is 
very  sound,  I  leave  you  to  yourself.  You  will  do  what 
is  best  for  you  and  yours,  and  that  will  give  me  most 
pleasure.     Miss   Lamotte's   friends  do  not   consent   to 

*  The  first  Lord  Chatham. 
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her  going  to  England.  I  enclose  her  letter,  by  which 
you  will  see,  that,  though  she  speaks  the  language 
prettily,  she  does  not  write  it  correctly.  Indeed,  abun- 
dance of  the  French  are  deficient  in  their  own  orthog- 
raphy. I  offered  her,  as  you  desired,  the  money  that 
might  be  necessary  for  the  journey. 

Temple  is  not  yet  quite  well,  having  had  several 
returns  of  his  ague.  Benjamin  continues  hearty,  and 
has  been  very  serviceable  in  packing.  They  both 
present  their  respects. 

If  you  should  write  me  a  line  before  my  departure, 
direct  it  to  Havre  de  Grace.  Adieu,  my  very  dear 
friend,  and  believe  me  ever  yours  with  sincerest  respect 
and  affection,  B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.     My  love  to  every  one  of  the  children. 


FROM    RICHARD    JACKSON    TO    B.  FRANKLIN. 

State  of  Affairs  produced  by  the  Peace,  —  Great 
Britain.  —  France.  —  East  Indies. 

London,  27  June,  1785. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Though  I  wrote  to  you  by  your  grandson,  I  cannot 
let  Mr.  Franklin,  your  son,  visit  you  in  France,  without 
certifying  my  sincere  good  wishes,  on  your  leaving 
Europe,  that  you  may  arrive  safe,  and  long  enjoy  your 
health  in  America.* 

You  will  arrive  there  deservedly  covered  with  the 
glory    of  having   had  a   large   share  in  bringing  about 

#  From  this  paragraph  it  would  seem,  that  Governor  Franklin  designed 
to  visit  his  father  in  France.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  this  design 
was  accomplished.  The  father  and  son  met  at  Northampton,  when  Dr. 
Franklin  stopped  there  on  his  way  to  the  United  States. 
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an  event,  which  I  wish  had  not  become  necessary  for 
the  welfare  of  two  great  divisions  of  the  English  na- 
tion, or  that,  when  it  became  so,  it  had  been  brought 
about  with  less  profusion  of  blood  and  treasure.  But 
the  frame  of  human  nature  is  inseparable  from  pas- 
sions, that  produce  calamities,  which  the  species  will 
never  be  free  from.  It  is,  however,  the  part  of  the 
wise  and  good  to  afford  that  assistance  to  the  species, 
which  wisdom  only  can,  and  goodness  only  will  give. 
I  know  I  have  no  occasion  to  exhort  you  to  this 
good  work  ;  but  I  have  pleasure  in  assuring  you,  that  I 
rely  on  the  weight  of  your  authority  for  establishing 
the  opinion,  that  it  is  not  only  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain  and  America  to  live  upon  good  terms  with 
one  another,  but  that  this  friendship  is  perfectly  com- 
patible with  a  mutual  friendship  between  France  and 
both  of  them. 

For  my  part,  I  entertain  no  apprehensions  from  the 
supposed  ambition  of  that  kingdom.  It  has  frequently 
given  proofs  of  its  desire  to  preserve  the  peace  of  Eu- 
rope, one  very  recent ;  and,  except  in  the  East  Indies, 
the  two  kingdoms  seem  to  have  nothing  to  quarrel 
about.  I  except  the  East  Indies,  not  because  I  think 
that  either  have  any  interest  inconsistent  with  the  in- 
terest of  the  other,  but  because  I  think  it  most  likely, 
that  one  or  the  other  may  there  mistake  its  interest. 
Sure  I  am,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to 
make  the  trade  of  France  perfectly  easy  there,  and 
with  such  a  secure  and  easy  trade,  I  wish  Great  Brit- 
ain could  change  situations  with  her  ancient  rival.  Do- 
minion at  such  a  distance,  and  in  a  country  where 
despotism  seems  the  natural  growth  of  the  climate, 
cannot  be  well ;  and  it  cannot  but  in  the  end  be  mis- 
chievous to  the  State  that  possesses  it,  however  the 
wealth  it  produces  may  force  for  a  time  the   appear- 
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ance  of  affluence  at  home ;  an  affluence  that  may  aid 
pernicious  measures,  but,  at  last,  must  be  destructive 
in  its  consequences. 

1  cannot  take  my  leave  of  you,  without  congratulat- 
ing you  on  the  benefaction  conferred  on  mankind  by 
M.  Necker.  I  have  read  more  than  once  his  excel- 
lent work ;  and  some  of  the  concluding  chapters  with 
ecstasy  and  tears.  I  flatter  myself,  that  the  princes  of 
the  earth  will  read  it,  and  that  some  of  them  will  be 
affected  as  I  have  been ;  and  perhaps  some  of  their 
ministers.  I  need  not  say,  that  many  of  his  thoughts 
have  been  yours  and  my  own,  though  I  have  never 
been  able  to  express  them  with  the  elegance  he  has 
done.*  In  1772,  and  1777,  I  gave  to  Lord  North  two 
or  three  sheets ;  in  the  former  year,  on  the  subject  of 
money ;  in  the  latter,  on  that  of  peace.  The  opinions 
therein  contained,  I  now  find  confirmed  by  an  author- 
ity that  I  respect  without  bounds.  I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 
your  affectionate  and  faithful  servant, 

Richard  Jackson. 


FROM    MATHON    DE    LA    COUR    TO    R.    FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Lyons,  30  June,  1785. 

Sir, 
The  Academy  of  Sciences,  Belles  Lettres,  and  Arts, 
of  Lyons,  informed  by  a  letter  from  the  Abbe  Chalut, 

*  Necker's  treatise,  entitled  Administration  des  Finances,  was  pub- 
lished in  1784.  It  is  stated  in  the  Biographie  Universelle,  that  eighty 
thousand  copies  were  sold  in  a  few  days.  The  writer  adds;  "Jamais 
sujet  aussi  serieux  n'avait  excite  une  curiosite  aussi  universelle.  C'etait 
sans  doute  une  chose  nouvelle  dans  les  habitudes  d'une  monarchie  ab- 
solue,  que  de  voir  un  ministre  en  retraite  publier  solennellement  qu'il 
se  consolait  des  disgraces  de  la  cour  avec  les  suffrages  de  la  nation." 
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that  you  would  willingly  accept  the  title  of  its  associate, 
hastened  to  offer  it  to  you  by  a  unanimous  vote,  and 
charges  me  to  inform  you  of  your  election.  We  all 
feel,  and  we  feel  deeply,  how  much  honor  a  name 
like  yours  confers  upon  a  literary  society,  whose  prin- 
cipal object  is  the  study  of  the  natural  sciences,  upon 
which  you  have  shed  so  much  light,  and  in  which,  at 
every  step,  we  meet  monuments  consecrated  to  your 
discoveries. 

During  the  last  years  of  my  residence  at  Paris,  my 
heart  often  beat  with  joy,  when  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  joining  my  applause  to  that,  which  all  France  seemed 
to  think  due  to  you,  wherever  you  appeared.  I  am 
still  more  happy  at  this  time,  since  I  am  requested,  in 
the  name  of  my  fellow  citizens,  to  add  one  modest 
flower  to  the  wreaths  with  which  you  are  crowned, 
and  am  allowed  the  personal  gratification  of  offering  to 
you  the  homage  of  my  profound  veneration.  The 
Academy  has  directed  me  to  send  to  you  the  list  of 
its  members,  and  a  table  of  the  prizes,  which  have 
hitherto  been  given.  I  shall  venture  to  add  a  disser- 
tation on  the  laws  of  Lycurgus,  by  the  author  of  the 
Testament  de  fortune  Ricard,  which  you  condescended 
to  receive  with  kindness,  and  your  approbation  of 
which  has  filled  him  with  the  liveliest  gratitude.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Mathon  de  la  Cour. 


FROM    THOMAS    POWNALL    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Political  Remains.  —  England.  —  America. 

Lausanne,  3  July,  1785, 

My  dear  Friend, 
I  received  at  Marseilles  your  letter  by  Mr.  Partridge, 
respecting  the  nature  of  the  account  made  out  by  the 
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editor  and  bookseller  of  my  map  and  description  of 
the  States  of  America.  I  had  already  done  in  the 
matter  every  thing  in  my  power  when  I  was  on  the 
spot,  and  pressed  the  point  stronger  than  I  should 
have  done,  had  it  been  for  my  account;  but,  when  I 
considered  it,  as  what  I  really  wished,  the  doing  an 
act  of  charity  to  the  daughter  of  an  ingenious  and  ill- 
treated  man,*  I  exerted  more  pains  about  it  than  is 
my  ordinary  custom.  I  wished  to  make  my  intended 
charity  as  efficient  and  productive  as  possible.  If  I 
were  on  the  spot  I  could  not  do  more.  I  have  pre- 
pared a  second  edition,  with  very  many  additions.  If 
you  will  recommend  to  me  any  person  who  will  trans- 
late it  into  French,  I  will  publish  this  edition  in  France 
and  give  the  whole  profits  to  Evans's  daughter. 

I  am  told  you  are  on  the  point  of  returning  to  your 
own  country,  a  country  which  you  have  not  only  saved, 
but  formed  into  a  State,  independent  and  sovereign. 
You  must  excuse  me  when  I  say  what  I  feel,  that  I 
envy  you.  God  has  not  only  made  you  an  instru- 
ment of  good  to  your  country,  but  has  given  you  the 
most  supreme  of  ail  happiness  in  this  world,  that  of 
seeing  your  country  and  all  the  world  acknowledging 
your  deeds ;  that  of,  therefore,  living  to  receive  from 
their  acknowledgments  your  reward  in  this  world.  It 
was  your  happiness  to  be  in  a  situation  of  exerting 
your  abilities  in  a  line  of  politics,  in  which  Providence 
had  designed  to  lead  the  affairs  of  men. 

I  wished,  in  my  line  of  conduct,  to  have  served  a 
country,  which,  alas !  I  could  not,  at  least  would  not, 
believe  was  too  far  gone  in  corruption  of  all  sorts,  but 
especially  in  corruption  of  politics,  to  be  served.  This 
corruption  sunk  to   ignorance    and   inspired  with  inso- 

#  Lewis  Evans,  the  geographer. 
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lence  the  nation,  and  Providence  gave  it  leaders  and 
governors  exactly  calculated  to  lead  it  to  its  just  pun- 
ishment. But,  whatever  my  habitual  love  to  my  native 
country  was,  I  thank  God  I  always  had  a  feeling  for  the 
welfare  of  the  English  nation,  which  superseded  all  local 
considerations ;  and  I  am  happy  in  my  hopes,  that  real 
political  liberty,  with  all  its  concomitant  and  consequent 
happiness,  will  be  established  in  that  branch  of  the 
English  nation,  which  Providence  planted  and  nurtured 
in  America.  Providence  now  holds  this  out  to  them, 
and  may  they  have  the  temper  and  wisdom  to  see 
what  is  their  real  interest,  or,  at  least,  to  take  the  ad- 
vice of  those  who  do  see.  If  God  grants  you  life 
and  health,  what  a  glorious  scene  in  this  great  drama 
have  you  before  you,  in  giving  and  persuading  your 
country  to  take  your  advice,  as  to  the  settlement  of 
their  independence  in  a  sovereignty  free  and  efficient 
to  all  the  purposes  of  liberty  and  their  real  interest. 
I  have  the  pleasing  consciousness  to  think,  that  my 
Memoir*  addressed  to  them,  will  not,  when  understood, 
be  entirely  useless  and  inefficient  to  those  ends. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  You  are  going  to  a  new 
world,  formed  to  exhibit  a  scene  which  the  old  world 
never  yet  saw.  You  leave  me  here  in  the  old  world, 
which,  like  myself,  begins  to  feel,  as  Asia  hath  felt, 
that  it  is  wearing  out  apace.  We  shall  never  meet 
again  on  this  earth ;  but  there  is  another  world,  where 
we  shall  meet,  and  where  we  shall  be  understood,  and 
those  of  us,  who  shall  not  have  our  reward  here,  will 
have  it  in  all  fulness  there.  If  you  receive  this,  pray 
let  me  hear  from  you  before  you  depart,  but  more 
especially,   if   you   have   leisure,   when    you   arrive    at 

*  A  tract  entitled,  "Memorial  addressed  to  the  Sovereigns  of  America," 
published,  1783. 
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home.  Studying  the  state  of  this  country,  with  refer- 
ence to  what  I  know  (as  the  workman  knows  his  own 
metier)  of  America,  I  see  many  things  which  might  be 
useful  for  America  to  copy.  A  temperate  spirit  and  a 
homely  wisdom  have  established  real  liberty  and  actual 
happiness  here,  with  surer  and  a  longer  permanency, 
than  any  other  country  ever  yet  enjoyed  in  quiet.  I 
shall  not  neglect  to  collect  these  experiences  with 
reference  to  America ;  and  if  I  can  communicate  them 
to  you,  or  to  any  one  where  I  can  be  sure  they  will 
be  of  use,  I  will  with  pleasure  do  it ;  and  the  more 
so,  as  I  find,  that  the  very  spirit  and  true  foundation 
of  the  constitutions  of  this  country  have  not  been 
understood ;  first,  by  scribbling  voyagers ;  and  next, 
less  so  by  speculating  writers,  who  write  from  system, 
not  from  fact.  Once  more,  my  dear  friend,  adieu. 
May  you  have  an  easy  passage,  with  as  little  pain  as 
possible,  and  a  happy  arrival  at  your  home.  Remem- 
ber your  old  and  affectionate  friend, 

Thomas  Powjntall. 


TO    MRS.  MARY    HEWSON. 

Leaves  Passy.  —  Travels  to  Havre  in  the  King's  Litter. 

Passy,  4  July,  1785. 

Dear  Friend, 

By  this  post  I  have  given  orders  to  engage  a  fine 
ship,  now  at  London,  to  carry  me  and  my  family  to 
Philadelphia.  My  baggage  is  already  on  the  Seine, 
going  down  to  Havre,  from  whence,  if  the  captain 
cannot  call  for  us  there,  we  shall  cross  the  channel, 
and  meet  him  at  Cowes,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  The 
ship  has  a  large,  convenient  cabin,  with  good  lodging- 
places.     The  whole  to  be  at  my  disposition,  and  there 

vol.  x.  26 
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is  plenty  of  room  for  you  and  yours.  You  may  never 
have  so  good  an  opportunity  of  passing  to  America, 
if  it  is  your  intention.  Think  of  it,  and  take  your 
resolution;   believing  me  ever  your  affectionate  friend, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  Love  to  the  dear  children.  If  Mr.  Williams 
is  returned  to  London,  he  will  inform  you  of  the  par- 
ticulars. If  not,  you  may  inquire  of  Wallace,  Johnson, 
and  Muir,  merchants,  London,  to  be  heard  of  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Coffee-House,  Birchin  Lane.  The  ship 
is  to  be  at  Cowes  the  1st  of  August. 


TO    CLAUDIUS    CRIGAN,  BISHOP    OF    SODOR   AND    MAN. 

Practicability  and  Expediency  of  establishing  a  Bishop 

in  America. 

Passy,  5  July,  1785. 

My  Lord, 

I  received  the  too  complaisant  letter  your  Lordship 
did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  by  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Christian,  who  has  also  communicated  some  of 
your  views  for  the  benefit  of  religion  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  requesting  my  opinion,  which  I  have 
given  him,  but  will  repeat  in  this  letter,  lest  I  should 
not  in  every  particular  have  been  rightly  apprehended. 

It  is  proper  to  be  understood,  that  those  States  con- 
sist of  thirteen  distinct  and  separate  sovereignties,  each 
governed  by  its  own  laws,  in  which  no  one  religious 
sect  is  established  as  predominant,  but  there  is  a  gen- 
eral toleration  of  all ;  and,  should  any  thing  be  enacted 
by  one  of  them  in  favor  of  a  particular  sect,  it  would 
have  no  operation  in  the  others.  The  Congress,  though 
formed  by  delegates  from  each  State  chosen  annually, 
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has  powers  extending  only  to  those  general  affairs  of 
political  government,  that  relate  to  the  whole,  but  no 
authority  whatever  is  given  to  them  in  ecclesiastical 
matters.  And  I  therefore  think,  they  will  do  nothing, 
either  to  encourage  or  discourage  the  introduction  of  a 
bishop  in  America.  For  myself,  I  can  only  say  as  a 
private  person,  that  I  think  such  an  officer  may  be  of 
use  to  the  Episcopalians,  not  only  for  the  better  gov- 
ernment of  their  clergy,  but  for  preventing  the  expense 
and  risk  that  attend  the  sending  of  their  young  men 
to  England  for  ordination.  He  should,  however,  have 
power  to  consecrate  other  bishops,  so  as  to  prevent 
for  ever  the  necessity  of  sending  to  England  for  suc- 
cessors in  that  station,  otherwise  he  will  hardly  be  so 
well  received. 

The  great  difficulty  will  be  to  make  proper  provision 
for  his  support.  I  doubt  whether  any  of  the  govern- 
ments will  establish  such  support,  and  I  have  not  much 
confidence,  that  any  thing  considerable  may  be  obtain- 
ed by  private  contributions.  My  reasons  are,  that  the 
Episcopalians  in  most  of  the  States  are  very  small  in 
number,  compared  with  the  inhabitants  of  other  per- 
suasions ;  and,  where  they  are  a  majority,  they  do  not 
generally  see  the  necessity  or  utility  of  a  resident 
bishop,  and  they  apprehend  some  inconvenience  in  it. 
Of  this  there  was  a  strong  instance  in  Virginia,  some 
years  before  the  late  Revolution.  The  inhabitants  of 
that  Province  were  almost  wholly  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  their  House  of  Commons  of  course  the 
same.  Yet  that  House  unanimously  censured,  in  strong 
terms,  the  proposition  of  some  of  their  own  clergy  for 
introducing  a  bishop,  and  thanked  others  who  opposed 
and  defeated  the  project,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  their  Journal. 

"Friday,  July  12th,  1772.     Resolved,  nemine  contra- 
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dicente,  that  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Henley,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Gwatkin,  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Hewit,  and  the  Reverend  Mr.  Bland,  for 
the  wise  and  well-timed  opposition  they  have  made  to 
the  pernicious  project  of  a  few  mistaken  clergymen  for 
introducing  an  American  bishop ;  a  measure  by  which 
much  disturbance,  great  anxiety  and  apprehension, 
would  certainly  take  place  among  his  Majesty's  faith- 
ful American  subjects,  and  that  Mr.  Richard  Henry 
Lee  and  Mr.  Bland  do  acquaint  them  therewith." 

The  apprehension  mentioned  in  the  Resolve,  I  im- 
agine must  have  been  an  apprehension  of  expense  to 
maintain  a  bishop  suitable  to  his  dignity,  and  of  at- 
tempts to  oblige  the  laity  to  defray  such  expense  by 
taxes  or  tythes,  or  at  least  of  their  being  solicited  for 
voluntary  contributions,  there  being  at  present  no  fund 
appointed  for  such  purpose,  nor  any  thing  hitherto 
given  but  a  farm,  by  legacy,  in  Rhode  Island.  If, 
however,  the  laity  should  have  changed  their  minds, 
and  wish  now  to  have  a  bishop,  whom  they  would 
engage  to  support  by  voluntary  contributions,  in  that 
case,  I  imagine,  none  of  the  governments  would  forbid 
it,  but  the  support  would  probably  be  too  small  and 
too  precarious  to  be  a  sufficient  encouragement. 

Mr.  Christian  asked  my  opinion,  whether  your  mak- 
ing a  tour  incognito  through  that  country  might  not 
be  a  prudent  measure  ?  Whatever  prospect  or  hope 
there  may  be  of  your  greater  usefulness  to  religion  in 
our  extensive  country  than  in  the  little  Isle  of  Man, 
yet,  as  you  have  a  family,  I  certainly  cannot  advise 
your  making  any  hasty  application  to  your  government 
for  your  removal,  or  taking  any  step  that  may  hazard 
the  loss  of  a  present  sure  support  against  a  contingent 
future  and  precarious.  Therefore,  to  enable  yourself 
to   form  a  better  judgment,  it   might   be  well  to  see 
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with  your  own  eyes  the  state  of  things,  and  sound 
the  disposition  of  the  people;  but  I  am  nevertheless 
inclined  to  think,  that,  in  making  the  tour,  you  will 
hardly  be  encouraged  to  attempt  the  change,  unless 
the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel,  or  the  British 
government,  would  fix  a  sufficient  income  to  be  paid 
you  from  England.  Such  a  journey  may,  however, 
contribute  to  establish  health,  as  well  as  pleasingly 
gratify  the  curiosity  of  seeing  the  progress,  which  the 
arts,  agriculture,  science,  and  industry  are  making  in  a 
new  country.  With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &x.  B.  Franklin. 


TO    GRANVILLE    SHARP. 

Law  of  Gavelkind.  —  Election  of  Bishops.  —  Abridged 

Liturgy. 

Passy,  5  July,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  the  books  you  were  so  kind  as  to  send 
me  by  Mr.  Drown.  Please  to  accept  my  hearty  thanks. 
Your  writings,  which  always  have  some  public  good 
for  their  object,  I  always  read  with  pleasure.  I  am 
perfectly  of  your  opinion,  with  respect  to  the  salutary 
law  of  gavelkind,  and  hope  it  may  in  time  be  estab- 
lished throughout  America.  In  six  of  the  States,  al- 
ready, the  lands  of  intestates  are  divided  equally  among 
the  children,  if  all  girls ;  but  there  is  a  double  share 
given  to  the  eldest  son,  for  which  I  see  no  more  rea- 
son, than  giving  such  share  to  the  eldest  daughter ; 
and  I  think  there  should  be  no  distinction.  Since  my 
being  last  in  France,  I  have  seen  several  of  our  eldest 
sons,  spending  idly  their  fortunes  by  residing  in  Eu- 
rope and  neglecting  their  own  country ;  these  are  from 

VOL.   X.  R 
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the  southern  States.  The  northern  young  men  stay 
at  home,  and  are  industrious,  useful  citizens ;  the  more 
equal  division  of  their  fathers'  fortunes  not  enabling 
them  to  ramble  and  spend  their  shares  abroad,  which 
is  so  much  the  better  for  their  country. 

I  like  your  piece  on  the  election  of  bishops.  There 
is  a  fact  in  Holinshed's  Chronicles,  the  latter  part  re- 
lating to  Scotland,  which  shows,  if  my  memory  does 
not  deceive  me,  that  the  first  bishop  in  that  country 
was  elected  by  the  clergy.  I  mentioned  it  some  time 
past  in  a  letter  to  two  young  men,*  who  asked  my 
advice  about  obtaining  ordination,  which  had  been  de- 
nied them  by  the  bishops  in  England,  unless  they 
would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King ;  and 
I  said,  I  imagine,  that,  unless  a  bishop  is  soon  sent 
over  with  power  to  consecrate  others,  so  that  we  may 
have  no  future  occasion  for  applying  to  England  for 
ordination,  we  may  think  it  right,  after  reading  your 
piece,  to  elect  also. 

The  Liturgy  you  mention  was  an  abridgment  of  that 
made  by  a  noble  Lord  of  my  acquaintance,  who  re- 
quested me  to  assist  him  by  taking  the  rest  of  the 
book,  viz.  the  Catechism  and  the  reading  and  singing 
Psalms.  These  I  abridged  by  retaining  of  the  Cate- 
chism only  the  two  questions,  What  is  your  duty  to 
God  ?  What  is  your  duty  to  your  neighbour  ?  with  an- 
swers. The  Psalms  were  much  contracted  by  leaving 
out  the  repetitions  (of  which  I  found  more  than  I  could 
have  imagined),  and  the  imprecations,  which  appeared 
not  to  suit  well  the  Christian  doctrine  of  forgiveness 
of  injuries,  and  doing  good  to  enemies.  The  book 
was  printed  for  Wilkie,  in  St.  Paul's  Church  Yard,  but 
never  much  noticed.  Some  were  given  away,  very 
few  sold,  and  I  suppose  the  bulk  became  waste  paper. 

*  See  the  Letter  to  Messrs.  Weems  and  Gant,  July  18th;  1784. 
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In  the  prayers  so  much  was  retrenched,  that  approba- 
tion could  hardly  be  expected ;  but  I  think,  with  you, 
a  moderate  abridgment  might  not  only  be  useful,  but 
generally  acceptable.* 

I  am  now  on  the  point  of  departing  for  America 
where  I  shall  be  glad  occasionally  to  hear  from  you, 
and  of  your  welfare ;  being  with  sincere  and  great  es- 
teem, dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant,  B.  Franklin. 


*  On  this  subject  Mr.  Sharp  had  written  as  follows.  "  I  have  been 
informed,  that,  several  years  ago,  you  revised  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church 
of  England,  with  a  view,  by  some  few  alterations,  to  promote  the  more 
general  use  of  it;  but  I  have  never  yet  been  able  to  see  a  copy  of 
the  form  you  proposed.  Our  present  public  service  is  certainly,  upon 
the  whole,  much  too  long,  as  it  is  commonly  used,  so  that  a  prudent 
revision  of  it,  by  the  common  consent  of  the  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  America,  might  be  very  advantageous  ;  though,  for  my  own 
part,  I  conceive,  that  the  addition  of  one  single  rubric  from  the  Gospel 
would  be  amply  sufficient  to  direct  the  advisers  to  the  only  corrections 
that  seem  to  be  necessary  at  present.  I  mean  a  general  rule,  illustrated 
by  proper  examples,  references,  and  marks,  to  warn  officiating  ministers 
how  they  may  avoid  all  useless  repetitions,  and  tautology  in  reading  the 
service."  —  London,  June  17th,  1785. 

The  title  of  the  volume,  alluded  to  in  the  text,  is  as  follows.  "  Abridge- 
ment of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  Administration  of  the  Sacra- 
ments, and  other  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  the  Church,  according  to  the  Use 
of  the  Church  of  England ;  together  with  the  Psalter,  or  Psalms  of  Da- 
vid, pointed  as  they  are  to  be  sung  or  said  in  Churches.  London ;  printed 
in  the  Year  MDCCLXXIII."  The  "  noble  Lord,"  who  is  mentioned  as 
having  aided  in  preparing  this  volume,  was  Lord  Le  Despencer.  In 
the  summer  of  1773,  Dr.  Franklin  passed  some  time  with  Lord  Le 
Despencer,  at  his  residence  in  the  country,  and  it  was  probably  during 
this  visit  that  the  work  was  completed.  The  Preface  is  wholly  from  the 
pen  of  Dr.  Franklin,  and  is  evidently  a  studied  composition.  It  is  in- 
teresting and  curious,  as  exhibiting  his  views,  more  fully  than  they  are 
anywhere  else  to  be  found,  on  the  subject  of  public  worship,  and  the 
best  forms  to  be  adopted  in  conducting  it.  The  Preface  is  here  printed 
from  a  copy  of  the  volume,  that  formerly  belonged  to  Bishop  White,  and 
was  presented  to  him  by  Dr.  Franklin's  daughter.  A  large  part  of  it 
is  extant  in  Dr.  Franklin's  handwriting-. 

"Preface. 

"The  editor  of  the  following  abridgment  of  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church 
of  England  thinks  it  but  decent  and  respectful  to  all,  more  particularly 
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TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

Passy,  5  July,  1785. 

.  I  cannot  quit  the  coasts  of  Europe  without  taking 
leave  of  my  ever  dear  friend  Mr.  Hartley.  We  were 
long  fellow  laborers  in  the  best  of  all  works,  the  work 
of  peace.  I  leave  you  still  in  the  field,  but,  having 
finished  my  day's  task,  I  am  going  home  to  go  to  bed. 
Wish  me  a  good  night's  rest,  as  I  do  you  a  pleasant 
evening.  Adieu!  and  believe  me  ever  yours  most 
affectionately,  B.  Franklin, 

in  his  eightieth  year. 

to  the  reverend  body  of  clergy,  who  adorn  the  Protestant  religion  by 
their  good  works,  preaching,  and  example,  that  he  should  humbly  offer 
some  reasons  for  such  an  undertaking.  He  addresses  himself  to  the 
serious  and  discerning.  He  professes  himself  to  be  a  Protestant  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  holds  in  the  highest  veneration  the  doctrines 
of  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  a  sincere  lover  of  social  worship,  deeply  sensi- 
ble of  its  usefulness  to  society ;  and  he  aims  at  doing  some  service  to 
religion,  by  proposing  such  abbreviations  and  omissions  in  the  forms  of 
our  Liturgy  (retaining  every  thing  he  thinks  essential)  as  might,  if  adopt- 
ed, procure  a  more  general  attendance.  For,  besides  the  differing  sen- 
timents of  many  pious  and  well-disposed  persons  in  some  speculative 
points,  who  in  general  have  a  good  opinion  of  our  Church,  it  has  often 
been  observed  and  complained  of,  that  the  Morning  and  Evening  Ser- 
vice, as  practised  in  England  and  elsewhere,  are  so  long,  and  filled  with 
so  many  repetitions,  that  the  continued  attention  suitable  to  so  serious 
a  duty  becomes  impracticable,  the  mind  wanders,  and  the  fervency  of 
devotion  is  slackened.  Also  the  propriety  of  saying  the  same  prayer 
more  than  once  in  the  same  service  is  doubted,  as  the  service  is  there- 
by lengthened  without  apparent  necessity  ;  our  Lord  having  given  us  a 
short  prayer  as  an  example,  and  censured  the  heathen  for  thinking  to 
be  heard  because  of  much  speaking. 

"Moreover,  many  pious  and  devout  persons,  whose  age  or  infirmities 
will  not  suffer  them  to  remain  for  hours  in  a  cold  church,  especially  in 
the  winter  season,  are  obliged  to  forego  the  comfort  and  edification  they 
would  receive  by  their  attendance  on  divine  service.  These,  by  shorten- 
ing the  time,  would  be  relieved  ;  and  the  younger  sort,  who  have  had 
some  principles  of  religion  instilled  into  them,  and  who  have  been  ed- 
ucated in  a  belief  of  the  necessity  of  adoring  their  Maker,  would 
probably  more  frequently,  as  well  as  cheerfully,  attend  divine  service,  if 
they  were  not  detained  so  long  at  any  one  time.  Also  many  well  dis- 
posed tradesmen,  shopkeepers,  artificers,  and  others,  whose   habitations 
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to  mathon  de  la  cour. 

Passy,  9  July,  1785. 

Sir, 
I  have   received  the  letter,  which   you  did   me  the 
honor  to  write   in  the   name  of  the  Academy  of  the 
city  of  Lyons.     I  accept  with  gratitude  the  title,  with 


are  not  remote  from  churches,  could,  and  would,  more  frequently  at 
least,  find  time  to  attend  divine  service  on  other  than  Sundays,  if  the 
prayers  were  reduced  into  a  much  narrower  compass. 

"  Formerly  there  were  three  services  performed  at  different  times  of 
the  day,  which  three  services  are  now  usually  joined  in  one.  This  may 
suit  the  conveniency  of  the  person  who  officiates,  but  is  too  often  in- 
convenient and  tiresome  to  the  congregation.  If  this  abridgment,  there- 
fore, should  ever  meet  with  acceptance,  the  well  disposed  clergy,  who 
are  laudably  desirous  to  encourage  the  frequency  of  divine  service, 
may  promote  so  great  and  good  a  purpose,  by  repeating  it  three  times 
on  a  Sunday,  without  so  much  fatigue  to  themselves  as  at  present. 
Suppose,  at  nine  o'clock,  at  eleven,  and  at  one  in  the  evening;  and  by 
preaching  no  more  sermons  than  usual,  of  a  moderate  length  ;  and  there- 
by accommodate  a  greater  number  of  people  with  convenient  hours. 

"These  were  general  reasons  for  wishing  and  proposing  an  abridg- 
ment. In  attempting  it  we  do  not  presume  to  dictate  even  to  a  single 
Christian.  We  are  sensible  there  is  a  proper  authority  in  the  rulers  of 
the  Church  for  ordering  such  matters ;  and  whenever  the  time  shall 
come  when  it  may  be  thought  not  unseasonable  to  revise  our  Liturgy, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  every  suitable  improvement  will  be  made,  under 
the  care  and  direction  of  so  much  learning,  wisdom,  and  piety,  in  one 
body  of  men  collected.  Such  a  work  as  this  must  then  be  much  bet- 
ter executed.  In  the  mean  time,  this  humble  performance  may  serve 
to  show  the  practicability  of  shortening  the  service  near  one  half,  with- 
out the  omission  of  what  is  essentially  necessary  ;  and  we  hope,  more- 
over, that  the  book  may  be  occasionally  of  some  use  to  families,  or 
private  assemblies  of  Christians. 

"To  give  now  some  account  of  particulars.  We  have  presumed  upon 
this  plan  of  abridgment  to  omit  the  First  Lesson,  which  is  taken  from 
the  Old  Testament,  and  retain  only  the  Second  from  the  New  Testa- 
ment; which,  we  apprehend,  is  more  suitable  to  teach  the  so-much-to- 
be-revered  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  of  more  immediate  importance  to 
Christians ;  although  the  Old  Testament  is  allowed  by  all  to  be  an  accu- 
rate and  concise  history,  and,  as  such,  may  more  properly  be  read  at  home. 

"We  do  not  conceive  it  necessary  for  Christians  to  make  use  of 
more  than  one  Creed.     Therefore  in  this   abridgment  are  omitted   the 
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which  this  learned  Society  is  kind  enough  to  honor  me. 
I  have  long  been  acquainted  with  its  useful  labors. 
I  should  be  most  happy  to  live  near  it,  and  reap  the 
benefit  of  its  instruction.  But,  being  on  the  eve  of 
my  departure  for  America,  I  must  add  this  also  to  the 

Nicene  Creed,  and  that  of  St.  Athanasius.  Of  the  Apostles'  Creed  we 
have  retained  the  parts  that  are  most  intelligible  and  most  essential. 
And  as  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  are  there  confessedly  and 
avowedly  a  part  of  the  belief,  it  does  not  appear  necessary  after  so 
solemn  a  confession,  to  repeat  again,  in  the  Litany,  the  Son  and  Holy 
Ghost,  as  that  part  of  the  service  is  otherwise  very  prolix. 

"The  Psalms,  being  a  collection  of  Odes,  written  by  different  persons, 
it  hath  happened  that  many  of  them  are  on  the  same  subject,  and  re- 
peat the  same  sentiments  ;  such  as  those  that  complain  of  enemies 
and  persecutors,  call  upon  God  for  protection,  express  a  confidence 
therein,  and  thank  him  for  it  when  afforded.  A  very  great  part  of  the 
book  consists  of  repetitions  of  this  kind,  which  may  therefore  well  bear 
abridgment.  Other  parts  are  merely  historical,  repeating  the  mention 
of  facts  more  fully  narrated  in  the  preceding  books,  and  which,  relating 
to  the  ancestors  of  the  Jews,  were  more  interesting  to  them  than  to 
us.  Other  parts  are  local,  and  allude  to  places  of  which  we  have  no 
knowledge,  and  therefore  do  not  affect  us.  Others  are  personal,  relating 
to  the  particular  circumstances  of  David  or  Solomon,  as  kings ;  and 
can  therefore  seldom  be  rehearsed  with  any  propriety  by  private  Chris- 
tians. Others  imprecate,  in  the  most  bitter  terms,  the  vengeance  of 
God  on  our  adversaries,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  which  com- 
mands us  to  love  our  enemies,  and  to  pray  for  those  that  hate  us,  and 
despitefully  use  us.  For  these  reasons  it  is  to  be  wished,  that  the  same 
liberty  were,  by  the  governors  of  our  Church,  allowed  to  the  minister 
with  regard  to  the  reading  Psalms,  as  is  taken  by  the  clerk,  with  regard 
to  those  that  are  to  be  sung,  in  directing  the  parts  that  he  may  judge 
most  suitable  to  be  read  at  the  time,  from  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  congregation,  or  the  tenor  of  his  sermon,  by  saying,  'Let  us  read1 
such  and  such  parts  of  the  Psalms  named.  Until  this  is  done,  our 
abridgment,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  found  to  contain  what  may  be  most 
generally  proper  to  be  joined  in  by  an  assembly  of  Christian  people. 
The  Psalms  are  still  apportioned  to  the  days  of  the  month,  as  heretofore, 
though  the  several  parts  for  each  day  are  generally  a  full  third  shorter. 

"  We  humbly  suppose  the  same  service  contained  in  this  abridgment 
might  properly  serve  for  all  the  Saints'  Days,  Fasts,  and  Feasts,  reading 
only  the  Epistle  and  Gospel  appropriated  to  each  day  of  the  month. 

"  The  Communion  is  greatly  abridged,  on  account  of  its  great  length ; 
nevertheless,  it  is  hoped  and  believed,  that  all  those  parts  are  retained 
which  are  material  and  necessary. 

"  Infant  Baptism  in  Churches  being  performed  during  divine  service, 
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many  sources  of  regret,  which  the  kindness  of  the 
French  calls  forth  in  my  heart.  I  shall  never  forget 
what  I  owe  to  them,  still  less  what  I  owe  to  your 
Academy,  to  the  members  of  which  I  beg  you  to  pre- 
sent my  respectful  acknowledgments. 

would  greatly  add  to  the  length  of  that  service,  if  it  were  not  abridged. 
We  have  ventured,  therefore,  to  leave  out  the  less  material  parts. 

"The  Catechism,  as  a  compendium  of  systematic  theology,  which 
learned  divines  have  written  folio  volumes  to  explain,  and  which,  there- 
fore, it  may  be  presumed,  they  thought  scarce  intelligible  without  such 
expositions,  is,  perhaps,  taken  altogether,  not  so  well  adapted  to  the 
capacities  of  children  as  might  be  wished.  Only  those  plain  answers, 
therefore,  which  express  our  duty  towards  God,  and  our  duty  towards 
our  neighbour,  are  retained  here.  The  rest  is  recommended  to  their 
reading  and  serious  consideration,  when  more  years  shall  have  ripened 
their  understanding. 

"  The  Confirmation  is  here  shortened. 

"The  Commination,  and  all  cursing  of  mankind,  is,  we  think,  best 
omitted  in  this  abridgment. 

"  The  form  of  solemnization  of  Matrimony  is  often  abbreviated  by  the 
officiating  minister,  at  his  discretion.  We  have  selected  what  appear  to 
us  the  material  parts,  and  which,  we  humbly  hope,  will  be  deemed 
sufficient. 

"  The  long  prayers  in  the  service  for  the  Visitation  of  the  Sick  seem 
not  so  proper,  when  the  afflicted  person  is  very  weak  and  in  distress. 

"  The  Order  for  the  Burial  of  the  Dead  is  very  solemn  and  moving ; 
nevertheless,  to  preserve  the  health  and  lives  of  the  living,  it  appeared 
to  us  that  this  service  ought  particularly  to  be  shortened.  For  numbers 
standing  in  the  open  air  with  their  hats  off,  often  in  tempestuous 
weather,  during  the  celebration,  its  great  length  is  not  only  inconvenient, 
but  may  be  dangerous  to  the  attendants.  We  hope,  therefore,  that  our 
abridgment  of  it  will  be  approved  by  the  rational  and  prudent. 

"  The  Thanksgiving  of  women  after  childbirth  being,  when  read,  part 
of  the  service  of  the  day,  we  have  also,  in  some  measure,  abridged  that. 

"Having  thus  stated  very  briefly  our  motives  and  reasons,  and  our 
manner  of  proceeding  in  the  prosecution  of  this  work,  we  hope  to  be 
believed,  when  we  declare  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions.  We  mean 
not  to  lessen  or  prevent  the  practice  of  religion,  but  to  honor  and  pro- 
mote it.  We  acknowledge  the  excellency  of  our  present  Liturgy,  and, 
though  we  have  shortened  it,  we  have  not  presumed  to  alter  a  word  in 
the  remaining  text ;  not  even  to  substitute  who  for  which  in  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  and  elsewhere,  although  it  would  be  more  correct.  We  respect 
the  characters  of  bishops  and  other  dignitaries  of  our  Church,  and, 
with  regard  to  the  inferior  clergy,  we  wish  that  they  were  more  equally 
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I  thank  you,  Sir,  for  your  Dissertation  on  the  Laws 
of  Lycurgus,  and  your  Testament  de  fortune  Ricard* 
With  the  latter  work  I  was  already  acquainted.  I  had 
read  it  with  pleasure,  and  conceived  a  high  opinion  of 
its  author.  I  have  just  read  your  Dissertation.  If  my 
own  approbation  could  add  any  thing  to  that  of  the 
celebrated  Academy,  which  has  awarded  to  you  the 
prize,  I  should  tell  you,  that  I  have  been  highly  grati- 
fied, and  that  I  only  regret  I  can  give  you  no  other 
prize,  than  the  sentiments  of  regard  and  respect,  with 
which  I  am,  Sir,  &x.  B.  Franklin.! 


FROM    M.    DE    CASTRIES    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Versailles,  10  July,  1785. 

Sir, 
I  was  not  apprized,  until  within  a  few  hours,  of 
the  arrangements  which  you  have  made  for  your  de- 
parture. Had  I  been  informed  of  it  sooner,  I  should 
have  proposed  to  the  King  to  order  a  frigate  to  con- 
vey you  to  your  own  country,  in  a  manner  suitable 
to  the  known  importance  of  the  services  you  have 
been  engaged  in,  to  the  esteem  you  have  acquired  in 

provided  for,  than  by  that  odious  and  vexatious,  as  well  as  unjust  method, 
of  gathering  tythes  in  kind,  which  creates  animosities  and  litigations, 
to  the  interruption  of  the  good  harmony  and  respect,  which  might 
otherwise  subsist  between  the  rectors  and  their  parishioners. 

"  And  thus,  conscious  of  upright  meaning,  we  submit  this  abridgment 
to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  prudent  and  dispassionate,  and  not 
to  enthusiasts  and  bigots ;  being  convinced  in  our  own  breasts,  that 
this  shortened  method,  or  one  of  the  same  kind  better  executed,  would 
further  religion,  increase  unanimity,  and  occasion  a  more  frequent  at- 
tendance on  the  worship  of  God." 

*  A  translation  of  this  curious  piece  was  published  by  Dr.  Price  in 
London,  as  an  Appendix  to  his  Observations  on  the  Importance  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

f  This  letter  is  translated  from  a  French  copy. 
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France,  and  the  particular  esteem  which  his  Majesty 
entertains  for  you. 

I  pray  you,  Sir,  to  accept  my  regrets,  and  the  re- 
newed assurance  of  the  most  entire  consideration,  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  very  humble 
and  very  obedient  servant, 

De  Castries.* 

*  Extract  from  a  letter  to  his  sister  in  America. 

"  St.  Germain,  twelve  miles  from  Paris,  13th  July,  1785.  I  left  Passy 
yesterday  afternoon,  and  am  here  on  my  way  to  Havre  de  Grace,  a  sea- 
port, in  order  to  embark  for  America.  I  make  use  of  one  of  the  King's 
litters,  carried  by  mules,  which  walk  steadily  and  easily,  so  that  I  bear 
the  motion  very  well.  I  am  to  be  taken  on  board  a  Philadelphia  ship 
on  the  coast  of  England,  (Captain  Truxtun,)  the  beginning  of  next  month. 
Not  having  written  to  you  since  the  letter,  which  contained  a  bill  on 
Mr.  Vernon,  and  as  I  may  not  have  another  opportunity  before  my  ar- 
rival in  Philadelphia  (if  it  pleases  God  1  do  arrive),  I  write  these  par- 
ticulars to  go  by  way  of  England,  that  you  may  be  less  uneasy  about 
me.  I  did  my  last  public  act  in  this  country  just  before  I  set  out,  which 
was  signing  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  Prussia.  I  have 
continued  to  work  till  late  in  the  day ;  it  is  time  I  should  go  home  and 
go  to  bed." 
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TO    BENJAMIN    VAUGHAN. 

Southampton,  8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  24  July,  1785. 

My  very  dear  Friend, 
I  am  this  minute  arrived,  here  witn  my  family  from 
Havre  de  Grace ;  and  shall  stay  here  till  Captain  Trux- 
tun  arrives  at  Cowes  to  take  us  in.*  I  write  this  line, 
just  to  inform  you,  that  I  bore  the  journey  to  Havre, 
in  one  of  the  King's  litters,  very  well,  and  the  voyage 
also  from  thence  hither  in  forty -five  hours,  though  the 
wind  was  a  great  part  of  the  time  contrary.  I  shall 
be  glad  of  a  line  from  you,  acquainting  me  whether 
you  ever  received  two  pieces  I  sent  you  some  months 
since;   one  on   your  penal  laws,  the  other  an  account 

*  Thomas  Truxtun,  distinguished  in  the  naval  annals  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  on  Long  Island,  February  17th,  1755.  He  manifested 
an  early  predilection  for  the  sea,  and  made  his  first  voyage  when  he 
was  twelve  years  old.  During  a  part  of  the  Revolution  he  commanded 
several  private  armed  vessels,  in  which  he  was  successful  in  annoying 
the  enemy's  commerce,  particularly  on  the  coast  of  England.  He  sig- 
nalized himself  for  courage  and  skill  in  two  or  three  engagements. 
When  the  navy  was  revived,  on  the  prospect  of  a  war  with  France,  in 
1794,  Truxtun  was  one  of  the  six  captains  first  nominated  by  Washing- 
ton to  the  Senate.  He  superintended  the  building  of  the  frigate  Constel- 
lation, with  which,  and  a  small  squadron  under  his  command,  he  was  em- 
ployed in  protecting  the  American  commerce  in  the  West  Indies.  It 
was  here  that  he  fought-  his  celebrated  action  with  the  French  frigate 
Insurgente,  on  the  9th  of  February,  1799.  After  an  engagement  of  an 
hour  and  a  quarter  the  Insurgente  struck  her  colors.  This  vessel  carried 
forty  guns,  and  four  hundred  and  seventeen  men ;  of  whom  twenty-nine 
were  killed  and  forty-four  wounded.  The  Constellation  carried  thirty- 
six  guns,  and  had  but  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded.  The  gallantry 
displayed  by  Commodore  Truxtun  on  this  occasion  was  highly  applauded. 

vol.  x.  28  s 
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of  the  residence  of  an  English  seaman  in  China.*  As 
you  commonly  said  something  to  me  concerning  the 
things  I  used  to  send  you,  I  apprehend  you  either 
have  not  received  these,  or  do  not  like  them.  If  you 
have  any  thing  to  say  by  me  to  your  friends  in  America, 
send  it,  and  I  will  take  care  to  deliver  it.  Adieu,  my 
dearest  friend,    I  am  ever  yours, 

B.    FRANKLIN.t 


FROM   JONATHAN    SHIPLEY,  BISHOP    OF  ST.  ASAPH, 
TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Twyford,  24  July,  1785. 

My  ever  dear  Friend, 
The  first  emotion  of  my  heart  is,  to  thank  Heaven, 
that  you  are  once  more  so  near  me,  and  that  I  shall 
have  the  happiness  of  seeing  you  in  a  few  hours. 
Some  of  our  good  friends  are  come  most  untimely  to 
dine  with  us.  As  soon  as  we  are  rid  of  them,  my 
wife,  and  I,  and  the  only  daughter  that  is  now  with 
us,  will  hasten  to  welcome  you,  and  to  enjoy,  till  the 
last  moment  of  your  departure,  as  much  of  the  bles- 
sing of  your  conversation,  as  we  can  without  being 
tiresome.  Adieu,  till  seven  or  eight  in  the  evening.  I 
will  leave  directions  to  hasten  Mr.  Williams.  Ever 
yours,  J.  St.  Asaph. 

*  See  Vol.  II.  pp.  241,  478. 

f  He  wrote  also  from  Southampton  to  Dr.  Lettsom  as  follows. 
"Dear  Sir;  I  received  here  your  kind  letter,  and  the  valuable  present 
of  Dr.  Fothergill's  Works ;  for  which  please  to  accept  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments. I  purpose,  on  my  voyage,  to  write  the  remaining  notes 
of  my  life,  which  you  desire,  and  to  send  them  to  you  on  my  arrival. 
You  have  done  a  good  deed  in  contributing  to  promote  science  among 
us,  by  your  liberal  donation  of  books  to  Carlisle  College.  Thanks  for 
your  good  wishes  in  favor  of  our  country,  and  of  your  friend  and  ser- 
vant."—  July  26th, 
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TO    MRS.    MARY    HEWSON. 

Southampton,  26  July,  1785. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  received  here  yours  of  the  23d  instant.  I  am 
sorry  it  did  not  suit  you  to  go  in  the  ship  with  me, 
having  engaged  places  in  the  cabin,  that  would  have 
accommodated  you  and  yours,  not  indeed  on  your  ac- 
count, because  I  never  depended  on  your  going;  but 
I  took  the  whole  cabin,  that  I  might  not  be  intruded 
on  by  any  accidental  disagreeable  company. 

If  you  come  to  Philadelphia,  you  will  find  an  always 
affectionate  friend  in  me,  and  in  my  children  after  I 
am  gone.  My  love  to  yours,  and  to  Dolly;  and  my 
respects  to  Mrs.  Hawkesworth.  I  came  to  Havre  de 
Grace  in  a  litter,  and  hither  in  the  packet-boat;  and, 
instead  of  being  hurt  by  the  journey  or  voyage,  I 
really  find  myself  very  much  better,  not  having  suf- 
fered so  little  for  the  time  these  two  years  past. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend ;  accept  my  repeated  thanks 
for  the  agreeable  winter  your  kind  company,  with  that 
of  my  young  friends,  made  me  pass,  and  believe  me 
ever  yours  most  sincerely  and  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM    MISS    CATHERINE    LOUISA    SHIPLEY    TO 
B.    FRANKLIN. 

Twyford,  2  August,  1785. 

My  dear  good  Friend, 
You  gave  me  leave  to  write  to  you,  and  I  take  the 
first  opportunity  of  profiting  by  your  indulgence.  I  do 
assure  you,  we  all  left  your  ship  with  a  heavy  heart; 
but  the  taking  leave  was  a  scene  we  wished  to  save 
you  as  well  as  ourselves.     God  grant   you   may  have 
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a  good  voyage ;  it  is  our  constant  toast  every  day  at 
dinner.  I  was  quite  provoked  with  myself,  when  I 
got  to  Southampton,  that  I  had  not  thought  of  some- 
thing to  leave  with  you,  that  might  have  been  useful 
during  the  voyage,  to  remind  you  of  me.  You  pro- 
duced a  housewife ;  possibly  you  had  no  pincushion ; 
how  happy  would  it  have  made  me  to  have  given  you 
one.  Did  you  ever  taste  the  ginger  cake,  and  think 
it  had  belonged  to  your  fellow  traveller?  In  short,  I 
want  some  excuse  for  asking,  whether  you  ever  think 
about  me. 

We  are  for  ever  talking  of  our  good  friend ;  some- 
thing is  perpetually  occurring  to  remind  us  of  the  time 
spent  with  you.  We  never  walk  in  the  garden,  with- 
out seeing  Dr.  Franklin's  room,  and  thinking  of  the 
work  that  was  begun  in  it.*  I  have  sincerely  wished 
you  a  good  voyage,  but  since  the  completion  of  that 
work  depends  on  its  length,  I  cannot  wish  it  may  be 
short.  I  had  a  letter  from  Emily  the  night  after  I  got 
home,  to  inquire  whether  your  stay  at  Southampton 
would  allow  time  for  her  coming  to  see  you.  Bessy 
regretted  much  that  she  lost  that  happiness.  I  have 
written  to  dear  Georgiana  a  long  account  of  you,  for 
I  know  every  circumstance  will  be  interesting  to  her.f 
Indeed,  my  dear  Sir,  from  my  father  and  mother  down 
to  their  youngest  child,  we  all  respect  and  love  you. 
I  have  not  sent  the  verses,  because  I  intend  to  make 
them  an  excuse  for  troubling  you  with  another  letter. 
Believe  me,  my  dear  good  friend,  most  affectionately 
yours,  Catherine  Louisa  Shipley. 


*  It  was  in  this  room  that  Dr.  Franklin  wrote  the  first  part  of  the 
Memoirs  of  his  life,  in  the  year  1771. 

f  Georgiana  Shipley  was  married  to  a  Mr.  Hare,  and  was  at  this  time 
residing  in  Italy. 
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FROM    DAVID    HARTLEY    TO    B.  FRANKLIN. 

London,  24  August,  1785. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  thank  you  for  your  last  kind  remembrance  of  me 
from  Southampton.  I  was  very  unfortunately  absent  in 
the  country  for  the  two  days,  in  which  I  could  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  Southampton,  had  I 
heard  of  your  being  there.  I  heard  it  in  London,  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  the  27th  of  July.  I  got  within 
a  mile  of  Southampton  the  next  morning,  and  met  the 
Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  who  had  just  left  you  on  board 
and  under  sail. 

I  greatly  regret  my  disappointment.  We  were  three 
of  us,  all  of  one  name,  and  of  one  affection  and  respect 
for  you ;  though  I  must  still  claim  the  preeminence  in 
this  above  my  relations,  having  had  the  happiness  of 
knowing  you  most.  Although  we  are  separated,  yet  I 
hope  you  know  me  too  well,  not  to  remain  always 
assured,  that  I  shall  for  ever  continue  united  with  you 
in  our  favorite  pursuit  of  promoting  good  will  and  a 
good  understanding  between  our  two  countries,  as  the 
probable  means  of  securing  durable  peace,  that  best 
of  human  blessings.  I  hope  you  will  remember  me, 
when  you  arrive  in  your  own  country,  and  that  you 
will  always  consider  me  as  an  unalterable  friend  to 
peace  and  justice,  and  for  ever  your  friend  and  well- 
wisher. 

My  brother  and  sister  desire  to  be  most  kindly  re- 
membered to  you,  as  likewise  my  cousin,  Mr.  Samuel 
Hartley,  whom  you  know;  and  his  brother,  Colonel 
James  Hartley,  desires  to  join,  from  his  respect  to 
your  character,  though  he  never  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you.  I  hope  you  will  favor  me  with  your  cor- 
respondence,   particularly    upon   any  interesting   public 

s* 


222  FRANKLIN'S    WRITINGS.  [iE-r.  79. 

events.  I  ask  this  of  you,  as  a  joint  friend  of  amity 
and  peace  between  our  two  countries.  God  bless  you 
in  health  and  happiness.  Your  ever  most  affectionate 
friend,  D.  Hartley. 


TO    JOHN    JAY. 


Giving  Information  of  his  Return  to  the  United  States. 

—  Court  of  France. 

Philadelphia,  19  September,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  left  Paris 
the  12th  of  July,  and,  agreeably  to  the  permission  of 
Congress,  am  returned  to  my  own  country.  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson had  recovered  his  health,  and  was  much  es- 
teemed and  respected  there.  Our  joint  letters  have 
already  informed  you  of  our  late  proceedings,  to  which 
I  have  nothing  to  add,  except  that  the  last  act  I  did, 
as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  for  making  treaties,  was  to 
sign  with  him,  two  days  before  I  came  away,  the  treaty 
of  friendship,  and  commerce  that  had  been  agreed  on 
with  Prussia,*  and  which  was  to  be  carried  to  the 
Hague,  by  Mr.  Short,  there  to  be  signed  by  Baron 
Thulemeyer  on  the  part  of  the  King,  who,  without  the 
least  hesitation,  had  approved  and  conceded  to  the 
new  humane  articles  proposed  by  Congress.  Mr.  Short 
was  also  to  call  at  London  for  the  signature  of  Mr. 
Adams,  who  I  learned,  when  at  Southampton,  was  well 
received  at  the  British  court. 

The  Captain  Lamb,  who,  in  a  letter  of  yours  to 
Mr.  Adams,  was  said  to   be  coming   to   us  with   in- 

*  See  this  Treaty  at  large  in  the  public  Journals  of  Congress,  Vol.  IV. 
p.  639. 
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structions  respecting  Morocco,  had  not  appeared,  nor 
had  we  heard  any  thing  of  him ;  so  nothing  had  been 
done  by  us  in  that  treaty. 

I  left  the  court  of  France  in  the  same  friendly  dis- 
position towards  the  United  States,  that  we  have  all 
along  experienced,  though  concerned  to  find,  that  our 
credit  is  not  better  supported  in  the  payment  of  the 
interest  money  due  on  our  loans,  which,  in  case  of 
another  war,  must  be,  they  think,  extremely  prejudicial 
to  us,  and  indeed  may  contribute  to  draw  on  a  war 
the  sooner,  by  affording  our  enemies  the  encouraging 
confidence,  that  those  who  take  so  little  care  to  pay, 
will  not  again  find  it  easy  to  borrow.  I  received  from 
the  King,  at  my  departure,  the  present  of  his  picture 
set  round  with  diamonds,  usually  given  to  ministers 
plenipotentiary,  who  have  signed  any  treaties  with  that 
court;  and  it  is  at  the  disposition  of  Congress,  to 
whom  be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects.  I 
am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  Not  caring  to  trust  them  to  a  common  con- 
veyance, I  send  by  my  late  secretary,  who  will  have 
the  honor  of  delivering  them  to  you,  all  the  original 
treaties  I  have  been  concerned  in  negotiating,  that  were 
completed.  Those  with  Portugal  and  Denmark  con- 
tinue in  suspense.* 


*  Dr.  Franklin  left  Passy  on  the  12th  of  July,  and  proceeded  by  way 
of  Havre  to  Southampton  in  England.  He  sailed  from  Cowes  on  the 
28th  of  July,  and  arrived  in  Philadelphia  on  the  14th  of  September. 
M.  Houdon  was  a  passenger  in  the  same  ship.  For  the  Addresses  of 
various  public  bodies  to  Dr.  Franklin  after  his  arrival,  and  his  Answers, 
see  Vol.  V.  pp.  137-141. 
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TO    GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

Introducing  M.  Houdon,  the  Artist, 

Philadelphia,  20  September,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  am  just  arrived  from  a  country,  where  the  repu- 
tation of  General  Washington  runs  very  high,  and 
where  everybody  wishes  to  see  him  in  person  ;  but, 
being  told  that  it  is  not  likely  he  ever  will  favor  them 
with  a  visit,  they  hope  at  least  for  a  sight  of  his  per- 
fect resemblance  by  means  of  their  principal  statuary, 
M.  Houdon,  whom  Mr.  Jefferson  and  myself  agreed 
with  to  come  over  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  bust, 
in  order  to  make  the  intended  statue  for  the  State  of 
Virginia.  He  is  here,  but,  the  materials  and  instru- 
ments he  sent  down  the  Seine  from  Paris  not  being 
arrived  at  Havre  when  we  sailed,  he  was  obliged  to 
leave  them,  and  is  now  busied  in  supplying  himself 
here.  As  soon  as  that  is  done,  he  proposes  to  wait 
on  you  in  Virginia,  as  he  understands  there  is  no 
prospect  of  your  coming  hither,  which  would  indeed 
make  me  very  happy  ;  as  it  would  give  me  an  op- 
portunity of  congratulating  with  you  personally  on  the 
final  success  of  your  long  and  painful  labors,  in  the 
service  of  our  country,  which  have  laid  us  all  under 
eternal  obligations.  With  the  greatest  and  most  sin- 
cere esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &,c. 

B.  Franklin.* 


*  M.  Houdon  went  to  Mount  Vernon,  where  he  remained  three  weeks, 
and  modelled  a  bust  of  General  Washington,  as  exact  in  all  its  linea- 
ments as  his  skill  could  make  it.  From  this  model  was  executed  the 
statue  of  Washington,  which  was  procured  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  and 
placed  in  the  Capitol  at  Richmond.  See  Sparks's  Lift  of  Washington, 
p.  390. 


jEt.  79.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  225 


TO    WILLIAM    GREENE,    GOVERNOR    OF    RHODE    ISLAND, 

AND    MRS.    GREENE. 

Philadelphia,  20  September,  1785. 

I  seize  this  first  opportunity  of  acquainting  my  dear 
friends,  that  I  have  once  more  the  great  happiness  of 
being  at  home  in  my  own  country,  and  with  my  fam- 
ily, because  I  know  it  will  give  you  pleasure.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  of  your  welfare,  also,  and  beg  you  to 
favor  me  with  a  line,  and  let  me  know  particularly 
how  my  young  friend  Ray  does. 

I  enjoy,  thanks  to  God,  as  much  good  health  as  can 
reasonably  be  expected  at  my  time  of  life;  and  am 
ever,  with  sincere  esteem,  my  dear  friends,  yours  most 
affectionately,  B.  Franklin. 


FROM    M.    DE    MARBOIS    TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Congratulates  him  on  his  Return  to  America. 

Translation. 

New  York,  21  September,  1785. 

Sir, 
It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  that  I  have  the 
honor  to  congratulate  you  on  your  happy  return  to 
your  own  country.  As  a  Frenchman,  it  is  with 
some  degree  of  pain,  that  I  reflect  on  the  necessity, 
which  has  caused  you  again  to  join  your  fellow  citi- 
zens, who  have  desired  to  see  you  among  them;  but 
the  six  years  that  I  have  passed  in  this  country,  and 
the  ties  I  have  formed  here,*  have  made  me  so  much 
an  American,  that  I  participate  most  sincerely  in  the 
joy,  which  all  the  world  is  expressing  at  your  return. 

*  M.  de  Marbois  had  married  an  American  lady  of  Philadelphia. 

vol.  x.  29 
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I  am  on  the  point  of  departing  for  St.  Domingo,  and 
am  extremely  sorry,  that  the  short  time  remaining  be- 
fore that  event  deprives  me  of  the  pleasure  of  paying 
my  respects  to  you  in  person  at  Philadelphia.  I  shall 
sail  in  three  or  four  days,  and  shall  be  happy  to  ex- 
ecute any  orders  with  which  you  may  favor  me.  I 
am,  &c.  De  Marbois. 


TO    JOHN    JAY    AND    MRS.    JAY.* 

Philadelphia,  21  September,  1785. 

Dear  Friends, 

I  received  your  very  kind  letter  of  the  16th,  con- 
gratulating me  on  my  safe  arrival  with  my  grandsons; 
an  event  that  indeed  makes  me  very  happy,  being  what 
I  have  long  ardently  wished,  and,  considering  the  grow- 
ing infirmities  of  age,  began  almost  to  despair  of.  I 
am  now  in  the  bosom  of  my  family,  and  find  four  new 
little  prattlers,  who  cling  about  the  knees  of  their 
grandpapa,  and  afford  me  great  pleasure.  The  affec- 
tionate welcome  I  met  with  from  my  fellow  citizens 
was  far  beyond  my  expectation. 

I  bore  my  voyage  very  well,  and  find  myself  rather 
better  for  it,  so  that  I  have  every  possible  reason  to 
be  satisfied  with  my  having  undertaken  and  performed 
it.  When  I  was  at  Passy,  I  could  not  bear  a  wheel 
carriage ;  and,  being  discouraged  in  my  project  of  de- 


#  As  soon  as  Mr.  Jay  heard  of  Dr.  Franklin's  arrival,  he  wrote  to 
him  as  follows. 

"  Dear  Sir ;  I  had  this  moment  the  satisfaction  of  seeing,  in  a  Penn- 
sylvania newspaper,  an  account  of  your  safe  arrival  with  your  grand- 
sons at  Philadelphia.  Accept  Mrs.  Jay's  and  my  sincere  and  cordial 
congratulations  on  this  happy  event ;  and  our  best  wishes,  that  the  same 
kind  Providence,  which  has  restored  you  to  your  country,  may  long 
bless  you  with  health  and  prosperity  in  it."  —  New  York,  September  16th, 
1785. 
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scending  the  Seine  in  a  boat,  by  the  difficulties  and 
tediousness  of  its  navigation  in  so  dry  a  season,  I  ac- 
cepted the  offer  of  one  of  the  King's  litters,  carried 
by  large  mules,  which  brought  me  well,  though  in 
walking  slowly,  to  Havre.  Thence  I  went  over  in  a 
packet-boat  to  Southampton,  where  I  stayed  four  days, 
till  the  ship  came  for  me  to  Spithead.  Several  of  my 
London  friends  came  there  to  see  me,  particularly  the 
good  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  and  family,  who  stayed  with 
me  to  the  last.  In  short,  I  am  now  so  well  as  to  think 
it  possible,  that  I  may  once  more  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you  both  perhaps  at  New  York,  with  my  dear 
young  friends  (who  I  hope  may  not  have  quite  forgot- 
ten me) ;  for  I  imagine,  that  on  the  sandy  road  between 
Burlington  and  Amboy  I  could  bear  an  easy  coach,  and 
the  rest  is  water.  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  you  continue 
well,  being  with  true  and  great  esteem  and  affection 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM    GEORGE    WASHINGTON    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Mount  Vernon,  25  September,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 
Amid  the  public  gratulations  on  your  safe  return  to 
America,  after  a  long  absence  and  the  many  eminent 
services  you  have  rendered  it,  for  which  as  a  benefit- 
ed person  I  feel  the  obligation,  permit  an  individual  to 
join  the  public  voice  in  expressing  a  sense  of  them; 
and  to  assure  you,  that,  as  no  one  entertains  more 
respect  for  your  character,  so  no  one  can  salute  you 
with  more  sincerity  or  with  greater  pleasure,  than  I 
do  on  the  occasion.  With  the  highest  regard  and 
greatest  consideration,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

George  Washington. 
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FROM    GEORGE    WASHINGTON    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Mount  Vernon,  26  September,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  just  written,  and  was  about  to  put  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Taylor,  a  gentleman  in  the  department 
of  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  the  enclosed  letter, 
when  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  by  post  your  favor 
of  the  20th  instant.  I  have  a  grateful  sense  of  the 
partiality  of  the  French  nation  towards  me,  and  feel 
very  sensibly  the  indulgent  expression  of  your  letter, 
which  does  me  great  honor. 

When  it  suits  M.  Houdon  to  come  hither,  I  will  ac- 
commodate him  in  the  best  manner  I  am  able,  and 
shall  endeavour  to  render  his  stay  as  agreeable  as  I 
can.  It  would  give  me  infinite  pleasure  to  see  you. 
At  this  place  I  dare  not  look  for  it;  though  to  enter- 
tain you  under  my  own  roof  would  be  doubly  grati- 
fying. When  or  whether  I  shall  ever  have  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  you  at  Philadelphia  is  uncertain,  as 
retirement  from  the  public  walks  of  life  has  not  been 
so  productive  of  leisure  and  ease  as  might  have  been 
expected.  With  very  great  esteem  and  respect,  I  am, 
dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  &c. 

George  Washington. 


FROM    JOHN    JAY    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

New  York,  4  October,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  grandson,  whom  it  gave  me  great  pleasure  to 
see,  delivered  to  me  a  few  days  ago  your  kind  letter  of 
the  21st  of  last  month.  Your  being  again  with  your 
family,  the  manner  in  which  the  French  court  parted 
with   you,   the   attention    you   experienced   from   your 
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English  friends,  and  the  reception  you  met  with  from 
your  fellow  citizens,  are  circumstances  that  must  give 
you  great  satisfaction. 

It  strikes  me,  that  you  will  find  it  somewhat  diffi- 
cult to  manage  the  two  parties  in  Pennsylvania ;  it  is 
much  to  be  wished,  that  union  and  harmony  may  be 
reestablished  there,  and,  if  you  accomplish  it,  much 
honor  and  many  blessings  will  result  from  it.  Unless 
you  do  it,  I  do  not  know  who  can ;  for,  independent 
of  experience  and  talents,  you  possess  their  confidence, 
and  your  advice  and  measures  must  derive  very  great 
weight  from  the  reputation  and  consideration  you  enjoy. 

Why  your  letters,  respecting  your  grandson,  have 
not  been  more  efficacious,  I  cannot  explain.  The  ap- 
pointment of  persons  in  the  foreign  department,  has  in 
no  instance  been  referred  to  me,  for  my  advice  or 
opinion.  Jealousy  of  power  and  influence  in  individu- 
als as  well  as  bodies  of  men,  seems  to  characterize 
the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  has  much  operation  both 
on  men  and  measures. 

We  are  happy  to  find,  that  you  think  of  visiting 
New  York.  By  the  road  from  Burlington  to  Amboy, 
which  is  smooth  and  but  short,  you  might  doubtless 
come  with  very  little  inconvenience,  especially  as  you 
may  travel  at  your  leisure,  and  take  as  many  days  as 
your  ease  and  the  weather  may  require.  Mrs.  Jay  is 
exceedingly  pleased  with  this  idea,  and  sincerely  joins 
with  me  in  wishing  to  see  it  realized.  Her  attach- 
ments are  strong,  and  that  to  you,  being  founded  in 
esteem  and  the  recollection  of  kind  offices,  is  particu- 
larly so.  I  suspect  your  little  friend  has  forgotten  your 
person ;  your  name  is  familiar  to  her,  as  indeed  it  will 
be  to  every  generation.  With  the  best  wishes,  I  am, 
dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  affectionate  servant, 

John  Jay. 

vol.  x.  t 
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FROM    M.    LE    VEILLARD    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Rumor  of  Dr.  Franklin's  being  captured  by  the  Al- 
gerines.  —  Cardinal  Rohan  and  the  Diamond  Neck- 
lace. —  Mademoiselle  Brillon. 

Translation. 

Passy,  9  October,  1785. 

My  dear  Friend, 

We  are  waiting  with  the  greatest  impatience  to  hear 
from  you.  The  newspapers  have  given  us  anxiety  on 
your  account ;  for  some  of  them  insist  that  you  have 
been  taken  by  the  Algerines,  while  others  pretend  that 
you  are  at  Morocco,  enduring  your  slavery  with  all  the 
patience  of  a  philosopher.  These  reports  luckily  have 
not  been  confirmed ;  but  we  shall  not  be  entirely  at 
our  ease  until  we  see  your  handwriting,  dated  at  Phila- 
delphia. You  cannot  imagine  how  sad  we  have  felt 
ever  since  you  have  left  us,  and  how  often  we  speak 
of  you.  This  we  shall  never  cease  to  do.  There  is 
even  poor  Castor,  who  never  knows  what  to  do  with 
himself  on  Sunday  mornings. 

We  have  again  for  a  moment  had  fears  of  a  war 
with  the  Emperor.  He  had  some  difficulty  in  coming 
to  a  final  settlement  with  the  Dutch ;  but,  fortunately, 
all  is  at  last  concluded  and  signed.  The  King  of 
Prussia,  moreover,  who  is  in  a  fine  position  at  this 
moment,  is  at  the  head  of  a  confederacy  of  almost  all 
the  States  of  Germany,  to  resist  all  attempts  at  ag- 
grandizement on  the  part  of  the  Emperor.  As  to  your 
countrymen,  have  they  at  last  found  a  solid  basis  on 
which  to  rest  their  fabric?  Can  they  sustain  their  lib- 
erty? Certainly  they  have  great  need  of  your  wise 
counsels. 

You   will  be  astonished  to  hear,  that  we  have  just 
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arrested  in  his  full  dress,  and  sent  to  the  Bastille,  a  car- 
dinal,* who  is  a  prince  and  bishop  of  Strasburg.  This 
cardinal,  who  has  an  income  of  more  than  twelve 
hundred  thousand  livres,  took  from  a  jeweller's  on 
credit,  and  on  the  Queen's  account,  a  diamond  neck- 
lace, worth  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  livres. 
Accused  by  her  before  the  King,  he  has  produced  a 
note,  which,  as  he  pretends,  he  believed  to  have  been 
written  and  signed  by  her.  His  trial  is  going  on  be- 
fore the  Parliament  of  Paris,  and  his  sentence  will  be 
pronounced  after  the  vacation.  He  is  in  the  uncom- 
fortable dilemma  of  being  able  to  prove  that  he  is  not 
a  knave,  only  by  proving  that  he  is  a  fool. 

Mademoiselle  Brillon  is  to  be  married  on  the  20th 
of  this  month  to  M.  Viasal  de  Malachet,  son  of  one 
of  the  King's  secretaries.  He  is  a  counsellor  at  the 
Court  of  Aids,  and  is  to  leave  that  business  to  take  the 
office  of  M.  Brillon,  with  whom  the  young  couple  are 
to  live.  Your  friends  can  never  cease  to  regret  your 
absence.  I  am  asked  about  you  ten  times  a  day. 
They  all  send  you  their  affectionate  regards.  I  hope 
you  have  been  industrious  during  your  passage,  and 
that  you  have  finished  your  Memoirs  and  will  send 
them  to  me.f  My  wife  and  daughter  unite  with  me, 
and  we  all  beg  you  to  remember,  that  nobody  in  the 
world  loves  you  more  affectionately  than  we  do. 

Le  Veillard. 


*  The  Cardinal  de  Rohan. 

f  The  first  part  of  the  Memoirs  of  his  life,  written  in  England,  Dr. 
Franklin  had  communicated  to  M.  le  Veillard,  who  is  supposed  to  have 
been  the  author  of  the  French  translation. 
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FROM    JOHN    FITCH    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Concerning  a  new  Steamboat. 

Backs  County,  12  October,  1785. 

Sir, 

The  subscriber  begs  leave  to  trouble  you  with  some- 
thing further  on  the  subject  of  a  steamboat.  His  san- 
guine opinion  in  favor  of  its  answering  the  purpose 
to  his  utmost  wishes,  emboldens  him  to  presume  this 
letter  will  not  give  offence.  And  if  his  opinion  carries 
him  to  excess,  he  doubts  not  but  your  Excellency  will 
make  proper  allowance. 

It  is  a  matter,  in  his  opinion,  of  the  first  magnitude, 
not  only  to  the  United  States,  but  to  every  maritime 
power  in  the  world ;  and  he  is  full  in  the  belief,  that 
it  will  answer  for  sea  voyages  as  well  as  for  inland 
navigation,  in  particular  for  packets,  where  there  may 
be  a  great  number  of  passengers.  He  is  also  of  opinion, 
that  fuel  for  a  short  voyage  would  not  exceed  the 
weight  of  water  for  a  long  one,  and  it  would  produce 
a  constant  supply  of  fresh  water.  He  also  believes, 
that  the  boat  would  make  head  against  the  most  vio- 
lent tempests,  and  thereby  escape  the  danger  of  a  lee 
shore;  and  that  the  same  force  may  be  applied  to  a 
pump  to  free  a  leaky  ship  of  her  water.  What  em- 
boldens him  to  be  thus  presuming,  as  to  the  good 
effects  of  the  machine,  is  the  almost  omnipotent  force 
by  which  it  is  actuated,  and  the  very  simple,  easy, 
and  natural  way  by  which  the  screws  or  paddles  are 
turned  to  answer  the  purpose  of  oars. 

I  expect  to  return  from  Kentucky  about  the  1st  of 
June  next,  and  nothing  would  give  me  more  pleasure 
than  to  make  an  essay  under  your  patronage,  and 
have   your   friendly   assistance   in   introducing   another 
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useful  art  into  the  world.     With  the  most  perfect  re- 
spect, I  am,  &c. 

John  Fitch.* 


FROM    GAETANO    FILAJNTGIERI    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Sending  to  Dr.  Franklin  a  Copy  of  his  Work  on 

Legislation. 

Translation. 

Dalla  Cava,  24  October,  1785. 

Sir, 
The  publication  of  three  more  volumes  of  my  work 
affords  me  a  new  opportunity  of  testifying  to  you  my 
respect,  and  the  attention  due  from  me.t  Your  return 
to  America,  so  glorious  to  yourself,  and  the  great  dis- 
tance which  separates  us,  far  from  exempting  me  from 
this  duty,  only  render  the  fulfilment  of  it  the  more 
praiseworthy,  by  the  difficulties  and  the  obstacles  which 


*  It  appears  by  the  following"  certificate,  which  was  given  two  years 
after  the  above  letter  was  written,  that  Mr.  Fitch  attained  to  some  de- 
gree of  success  in  the  construction  of  his  steamboat. 

"Philadelphia,  December  12th,  1787.  These  may  certify,  that  the 
subscriber  has  frequently  seen  Mr.  Fitch's  steamboat,  which,  with  great 
labor  and  perseverance  he  has  at  length  completed,  and  has  likewise 
been  on  board  when  the  boat  was  worked  against  both  wind  and  tide 
with  a  very  considerable  degree  of  velocity  by  the  force  of  steam  only. 
Mr.  Fitch's  merit  in  constructing  a  good  steam-engine,  and  applying  it 
to  so  useful  a  purpose,  will  no  doubt  meet  with  the  encouragement  he 
so  justly  deserves  from  the  generosity  of  his  countrymen,  especially 
those  who  wish  to  promote  every  improvement  of  the  useful  arts  in 
America.  "David  Rittenhouse." 

]  Alluding  to  his  great  work  on  the  Science  of  Legislation,  the  first 
two  volumes  of  which  were  published  in  1780,  the  two  following  in 
1783,  and  three  others  in  1785.  Cava,  the  place  at  which  the  above 
letter  is  dated,  is  a  small  village  eight  leagues  from  Naples,  to  which 
the  author  had  retired,  that  he  might  apply  himself  uninterruptedly  to 
the  composition  of  this  work,  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  of  its  kind, 

VOL.   X.  30  T  * 
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are  to  be  surmounted.  I  send  you  at  present  but  a 
single  copy  of  these  three  volumes,  because  I  do  not 
know,  nor  have  I  been  able  to  ascertain  from  Signor 
Pio,  how  many  copies  of  the  former  volumes  of  my 
work  he  has  forwarded.  You  have  only  to  inform  me 
of  the  number,  and  to  give  me  the  address  of  the  per- 
son in  France  to  whom  the  packet  is  to  be  directed, 
and  I  will  immediately  send  a  similar  number  of  copies 
of  the  volumes  just  published.  These  contain  the 
fourth  book  of  the  work,  which  has  for  its  subject  the 
laws  which  concern  education,  manners,  and  public  in- 
struction. My  ideas  on  these  subjects  are  certainly 
new,  but  are  they  sound  1  As  to  this  point,  it  belongs 
to  you,  more  than  to  any  one  else,  to  decide. 

May  you  enjoy,  Sir,  the  laurels  to  which  your  tal- 
ents and  your  virtues  so  well  entitle  you.  The  bles- 
sings, invoked  on  your  name  by  a  great  nation,  are 
the  only  reward  worthy  of  the  author  of  their  liberty 
and  the  avenger  of  their  wrongs.  God  grant,  that  your 
years  may  be  prolonged  according  to  the  wishes  and 

in  regard  both  to  its  plan  and  execution,  which  has  ever  been  pub- 
lished. M.  Salfi,  in  his  Eloge  de  Filangieri,  prefixed  to  a  French  trans- 
lation of  the  Scienza  della  Legist  azione,  printed  at  Paris  in  1822,  states 
the  following  particulars. 

"  Le  celebre  Franklin,  reconnoissant  en  Filangieri  un  homrae  capa- 
ble de  faire  de  son  pays  ce  qu'il  avoit  fait,  lui,  des  Etats-Unis,  lui 
envoya,  ainsi  qu'au  roi  des  Deux-Siciles,  un  exemplaire  de  la  constitu- 
tion de  cette  naissante  republique.  II  s'empressa  meme  de  repandre  la 
Science  de  la  Legislation  parmi  ses  nouveaux  concitoyens,  qui  reconnu- 
rent  et  apprecierent  bientot  dans  son  auteur  un  de  leurs  freres.  On 
peut  regarder  comme  un  temoignage  de  reconnoissance  donne  a  ces 
modernes  republicans,  ce  que  firent  en  meme  temps  quelques  philan- 
thropes du  royaume  de  Naples.  lis  decorerent  du  nom  de  Philadelphie 
une  ville  de  Calabre,  qu'on  vit  renaitre  de  ses  ruines  apres  le  tremble- 
ment  de  terre  de  1783.  Je  releve  cette  circonstance  particuliere  pour 
que  le  voyageur  eclaire  ne  voie  pas,  dans  ce  monument,  l'ouvrage  de 
la  bizarrerie  ou  du  hasard  ;  il  doit  y  admirer  un  indice  incontestable  des 
progres  que  l'esprit  de  Filangieri  commen^oit  a  faire  au  milieu  des 
Calabrois." 
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the  interests  of  that  nation,  and  that  your  advanced 
age  may  not  prevent  you  from  strengthening,  and  per- 
fecting, and  placing  upon  an  eternal  foundation  by 
wise  laws,  the  work  achieved  by  a  just  indignation 
and  by  valor.  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  in 
sincerity,  Sir,  your  most  devoted  and  obedient  servant, 

Gaetano  Filangieri. 


TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

State  of  America. 

Philadelphia,  27  October,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  at  Havre  de  Grace  six  copies  of  your 
print,  which  I  have  brought  with  me  hither.  I  shall 
frame  and  keep  one  of  them  in  my  best  room.  I 
shall  send  one  to  Mr.  Jay,  and  give  the  others  among 
some  friends  who  esteem  and  respect   you  as  we  do. 

Your  newspapers  are  filled  with  accounts  of  dis- 
tresses and  miseries,  that  these  States  are  plunged  into 
since  their  separation  from  Britain.  You  may  believe 
me  when  I  tell  you,  that  there  is  no  truth  in  those 
accounts.  I  find  all  property  in  lands  and  houses  aug- 
mented vastly  in  value;  that  of  houses  in  towns  at 
least  fourfold.  The  crops  have  been  plentiful,  and  yet 
the  produce  sells  high,  to  the  great  profit  of  the  far- 
mer. At  the  same  time,  all  imported  goods  sell  at  low 
rates,  some  cheaper  than  the  first  cost.  Working 
people  have  plenty  of  employ  and  high  pay  for  their 
labor. 

These  appear  to  me  as  certain  signs  of  public  pros- 
perity. Some  traders,  indeed,  complain  that  trade  is 
dead;  but  this  pretended  evil  is  not  an  effect  of  in- 
ability in  the  people  to  buy,  pay  for,  and  consume  the 
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usual  articles  of  commerce,  as  far  as  they  have  occa- 
sion for  them ;  it  is  owing  merely  to  there  being  too 
many  traders,  who  have  crowded  hither  from  all  parts 
of  Europe  with  more  goods  than  the  natural  demand 
of  the  country  requires.  And  what  in  Europe  is  called 
the  debt  of  America,  is  chiefly  the  debt  to  these  ad- 
venturers and  supercargoes  to  their  principals,  with 
which  the  settled  inhabitants  of  America,  who  never 
paid  better  for  what  they  want  and  buy,  have  nothing 
to  do.  As  to  the  contentment  of  the  inhabitants  with 
the  change  of  government,  methinks  a  stronger  proof 
cannot  be  desired,  than  what  they  have  given  in  my 
reception.  You  know  the  part  I  had  in  that  change, 
and  you  see  in  the  papers  the  addresses  from  all 
ranks  with  which  your  friend  was  welcomed  home, 
and  the  sentiments  they  contain  confirmed  yesterday 
in  the  choice  of  him  for  President  by  the  Council  and 
new  Assembly,  which  was  unanimous,  a  single  voice  in 
seventy-seven  excepted. 

I  remember  you  used  to  wish  for  newspapers  from 
America.  Herewith  I  send  a  few,  and  you  shall  be 
regularly  supplied,  if  you  can  put  me  in  a  way  of 
sending  them,  so  as  that  you  may  not  be  obliged  to 
pay  postage.  With  unchangeable  esteem  and  respect 
I  am,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    MRS.    MARY    HEWSON. 

Philadelphia,  30  October,  1785. 

I  received  my  dear  friend's  letter  of  July  23d,  at 
Southampton,  where  I  arrived  the  24th,  and  stayed  till 
the  28th.  I  believe  I  acquainted  you  by  a  line,  im- 
mediately after  my  arrival  here,  that  we  had  a  pleas- 
ant, and  not  a  long  passage,  in  which  there  was  but 
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one  day,  a  day  of  violent  storm,  in  which  I  was  glad 
you  were  not  with  us.  I  had  the  happiness  of  finding 
my  family  well,  and  of  being  very  kindly  received  by 
my  country  folks. 

I  say  nothing  to  persuade  your  coming,  because  I 
said  in  a  former  letter,  I  would  leave  you  entirely  to 
your  own  judgment,  which  is  very  good.  I  would 
only  mention  the  fact,  that,  on  inquiry  I  am  informed 
the  usual  apprentice-fee  to  a  mercantile  house  of  emi- 
nence, is  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  sterling.  I  am  plunged  again  into  public  busi- 
ness, as  deep  as  ever;  and  can  now  only  add  my 
love  to  the  dear  children,  in  which  this  family  all  join. 
Temple  is  just  gone  to  look  at  his  lands,  and  Ben  is 
at  college  to  complete  his  studies.  I  am  ever,  my 
dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM    RICHARD    PRICE    TO    B.  FRANKLIN. 

Newington  Green,  5  November,  1785. 

Dear  Friend, 
I  heard  a  few  days  ago  with  particular  pleasure  of 
your  safe  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  joy  with 
which  you  were  received  there.  We  had  been  alarm- 
ed here  by  accounts  in  the  public  papers  of  your  be- 
ing taken  by  an  Algerine  pirate,  and  carried  into 
slavery.  I  was  so  foolish  as  to  believe  this  account, 
when  I  first  read  it;  but  a  little  inquiry  and  consid- 
eration soon  convinced  me,  that  the  distress  it  gave 
me  was  groundless.  May  you  still  live  to  be  happy 
in  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  your  country,  and  to 
bless  it  by  your  counsel.  It  wras  a  mortification  to 
me,  that  I  could  not  make  one  of  the  friends,  who 
had  the  pleasure  of  being  with  you  at  Southampton. 
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I  return  you  many  thanks  for  the  kind  lines  you  sent 
me  from  thence.     They  gave  me  great  pleasure. 

I  received  some  time  ago  from  Mr.  Vaughan  a  di- 
ploma, constituting  me  a  member  of  the  Philosophical 
Society  at  Philadelphia.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to 
convey  to  the  President  and  other  members  of  the 
Society,  in  whatever  manner  you  may  think  proper,  my 
very  grateful  acknowledgments?  I  cannot  but  be  im- 
pressed by  the  honors  they  have  done  me,  and  I  hope 
they  will  accept  my  wishes  of  their  increasing  credit 
and  prosperity,  to  which,  were  it  in  my  power,  I  should 
be  glad  to  contribute. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  hostile  aspect  of  affairs  between 
this  country  and  yours.  The  general  cry  during  the 
war  was,  that  the  colonies  were  too  important  to  be 
given  up,  and  that  our  essential  interests  depended  on 
keeping  them.  It  seems  now  to  be  discovered  among 
us,  that  they  are  of  no  use  to  us ;  and  the  issue  may  be, 
that  we  shall  lose  the  trade  and  friendship  of  an  in- 
creasing world,  and  throw  it  into  the  scale  of  France. 
Our  restraints,  however,  will  do  good  to  the  United 
States,  should  their  effect  be  to  oblige  them  to  strength- 
en their  federal  government,  to  check  their  rage  for 
trade,  and  to  render  them  more  independent,  by  caus- 
ing them  to  find  all  they  want  within  themselves. 

Should  you  happen  to  see  Mr.  Vaughan,  or  any  of 
his  family,  deliver  my  kind  compliments  to  them. 
With  every  respectful  sentiment,  and  the  most  affec- 
tionate regard,  I  am  ever  yours, 

Richard  Price. 
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TO    JOHN    BARD    AND    MRS.    BARD. 

Philadelphia,  14  November,  1785. 

Dear  Friends, 

I  received  your  kind  letter,  which  gave  me  great 
pleasure,  as  it  informed  me  of  your  welfare.  Your 
friendly  congratulations  are  very  obliging.  I  had  on 
my  return  some  right,  as  you  observe,  to  expect  re- 
pose ;  and  it  was  my  intention  to  avoid  all  public 
business.  But  I  had  not  firmness  enough  to  resist 
the  unanimous  desire  of  my  country  folks ;  and  I  find 
myself  harnessed  again  in  their  service  for  another 
year.  They  engrossed  the  prime  of  my  life.  They 
have  eaten  my  flesh,  and  seem  resolved  now  to  pick 
my  bones.  You  are  right  in  supposing,  that  I  interest 
myself  in  every  thing  that  affects  you  and  yours,  sym- 
pathizing in  your  afflictions,  and  rejoicing  in  your  felici- 
ties ;  for  our  friendship  is  ancient,  and  was  never  ob- 
scured by  the  least  cloud. 

I  thank  you  for  your  civilities  to  my  grandson,  and 
am  ever,  with  sincere  and  great  esteem  and  regard, 
my  dear  friends,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    MATHON    DE    LA    COUR. 

Philadelphia,  18  November,  1785, 

Sir, 
I  received  duly  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of 
writing  to  me  on  the  25th  of  June  past,  together  with 
the  collection  you  have  made  des  comptes  rendus  de 
vos  controleurs  generaux  ;  and  your  Discours  sur  les 
Moyens  oVencourager  le  Patriotisme  dans  les  Monarchies. 
The  first  is  a  valuable  work,  as  containing  a  great  deal 
of  useful  information  ;  but  the  second  I  am  particular- 
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ly  charmed  with,  the  sentiments  being  delightfully  just, 
and  expressed  with  such  force  and  clearness,  that  I  am 
persuaded  the  pamphlet,  though  small,  must  have  a 
great  effect  on  the  minds  of  both  princes  and  peo- 
ple, and  thence  be  productive  of  much  good  to  man- 
kind. Be  pleased  to  accept  my  hearty  thanks  for  both. 
It  is  right  to  be  sowing  good  seed  whenever  we 
have  an  opportunity,  since  some  of  it  may  be  produc- 
tive. An  instance  of  this  you  should  be  acquainted 
with,  as  it  may  afford  you  pleasure.  The  reading  of 
Fortune  Ricard's  Testament,  has  put  it  into  the  head 
and  heart  of  a  citizen  to  leave  two  thousand  pounds 
sterling  to  two  American  cities,  who  are  to  lend  it  in 
small  sums  at  five  per  cent  to  young  beginners  in 
business ;  and  the  accumulation,  after  a  hundred  years, 
to  be  laid  out  in  public  works  of  benefit  to  those 
cities.*  With  great  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir,  &c.  B.  Franklin. 


TO    EDWARD    BANCROFT. 

Proposed  new  Edition  of  Dr.  Franklin? s  Writings. 

Philadelphia,  26  November,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  your  kind  letter  of  September  5th,  in- 
forming me  of  the  intention  Mr.  Dilly  has  of  printing 
a  new  edition  of  my  writings,  and  of  his  desire,  that  I 
would  furnish  him  with  such  additions  as  I  may  think 
proper.  At  present  all  my  papers  and  manuscripts  are 
so  mixed  with  other  things,  by  the  confusions  occa- 
sioned in  sudden  and  various  removals  during  the  late 
troubles,  that  I  can  hardly  find  any  thing.  But,  having 
nearly  finished  an  addition  to  my  house,  which  will  af- 

*  See  Dr.  Franklin's  Will. 
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ford  me  room  to  put  all  in  order,  I  hope  soon  to  be 
able  to  comply  with  such  a  request;  but  I  hope  Mr. 
Dilly  will  have  a  good  understanding  in  the  affair  with 
Henry  and  Johnson,  who,  having  risked  the  former 
impressions,  may  suppose  they  thereby  acquired  some 
right  in  the  copy.  As  to  the  Life  proposed  to  be 
written,  if  it  be  by  the  same  hand  who  furnished  a 
sketch  to  Dr.  Lettsom,  which  he  sent  me,  I  am  afraid 
it  will  be  found  too  full  of  errors  for  either  you  or  me 
to  correct ;  and,  having  been  persuaded  by  my  friends, 
Messrs.  Vaughan  and  M.  Le  Veillard,  Mr.  James  of 
this  place,  and  some  others,  that  such  a  Life,  written 
by  myself,  may  be  useful  to  the  rising  generation,  I 
have  made  some  progress  in  it,  and  hope  to  finish 
it  this  winter ;  so  I  cannot  but  wish  that  project  of 
Mr.  Dilly's  biographer  may  be  laid  aside.  I  am  never- 
theless thankful  to  you  for  your  friendly  offer  of  cor- 
recting it. 

As  to  public  affairs,  it  is  long  since  I  gave  over  all 
expectations  of  a  commercial  treaty  between  us  and 
Britain;  and  I  think  we  can  do  as  well,  or  better, 
without  one  than  she  can.  Our  harvests  are  plenty,  our 
produce  fetches  a  high  price  in  hard  money,  and  there 
are  in  every  part  of  our  country  incontestable  marks 
of  public  felicity.  We  discover,  indeed,  some  errors  in 
our  general  and  particular  constitutions ;  which  it  is  no 
wonder  they  should  have,  the  time  in  which  they  were 
formed  being  considered.  But  these  we  shall  soon 
mend.  The  little  disorders  you  have  heard  of  in  some 
of  the  States,  raised  by  a  few  wrong  heads,  are  sub- 
siding, and  will  probably  soon  be  extinguished.  My 
best  wishes,  and  those  of  my  family,  attend  you.  We 
shall  be  happy  to  see  you  here,  when  it  suits  you  to 
visit  us ;  being  with  sincere  and  great  esteem,  my  dear 
friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin, 
vol.  x.  31  u 
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FROM    JONATHAN    SHIPLEY,    BISHOP    OF    ST.    ASAPH, 
TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Twyford,  27  November,  1785. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  felt  myself  much  obliged  to  your  worthy  nephew, 
Mr.  Williams,  for  the  account  of  your  safe  arrival,  and 
very  honorable  reception  at  Philadelphia.  Our  last 
short  interview  at  Southampton  was  so  much  in  mixed 
company,  and  your  hours  were  so  entirely  taken  up 
with  the  final  business  of  leaving  this  ungrateful  coun- 
try, that  I  hardly  found  a  single  opportunity  for  the 
confidential  information,  to  which  our  old  friendship 
seemed  to  entitle  us,  and  I  on  my  part  was  very  ready 
to  give. 

But,  to  own  the  truth,  I  had  but  little  curiosity  to 
know  the  particulars  of  your  negotiations  with  either 
the  French  or  the  English  ministers.  The  event  has 
shown,  that,  in  their  own  arts,  you  were  not  inferior  to 
the  ablest  of  them.  I  had  much  rather  hear  from  you, 
with  what  prudence  and  success  your  countrymen 
proceed  in  reviving  and  establishing  that  civil  liberty, 
which  is  extinguished  everywhere  else.  Sure  there 
never  was  opened  so  fine  a  field  for  making  experi- 
ments and  improvements  in  the  philosophy  of  govern- 
ment, which  I  take  to  be  the  noblest  species  of  phi- 
losophy that  can  exercise  the  mind  of  man.  But  your 
great  blessing  is,  that  he,  who  is  best  able  to  serve  his 
country,  is  sure  of  being  rewarded.  Make  the  most 
of  the  golden  opportunity.  It  has  seldom  lasted  long. 
I  live  in  a  very  different  scene,  where  the  most  un- 
profitable and  perhaps  the  most  dangerous  part  a  man 
can  act,  is,  to  mention  the  faults  or  propose  any  amend- 
ment in  our  corrupt  and  shattered  frame  of  govern- 
ment. Yet  I  feel  every  day  more  reason  to  be  pleased 
with  the  part  I  myself  have  acted. 
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But  whether  you  had  rather  give  us  only  an  ac- 
count of  your  domestic  circumstances,  which  I  think 
must  necessarily  be  happy,  I  fancy  you  will  give  me 
credit  for  saying,  that  nobody  will  be  more  warmly 
interested  in  what  concerns  you,  than  the  part  of  my 
family  you  saw  at  Southampton.  Mrs.  Shipley  and  her 
daughter  Kitty,  in  their  passion  for  you,  rival  Geor- 
giana.  They  agree  with  me  in  interesting  ourselves  for 
all  the  worthy  family  party  we  met  with  you.  I  wish 
your  nephew,  and  my  old  friend,  Mr.  Williams,  suc- 
cess in  all  his  future  views.  He  can  hardly  undertake 
any  business  for  which  he  is  unqualified.  Your  prom- 
ising grandson,  who  has  the  courage  to  tread  in  your 
early  steps,  I  hope,  will  preserve  the  same  generous 
emulation  through  his  life.  Few  professions  are  in  my 
eyes  more  respectable,  than  the  character  of  a  printer, 
who  excels  in  his  art.  Aldus  and  Stephens  stand 
high  as  men  of  letters,  and  made  their  learning  and 
criticism  subservient  to  their  business. 

Let  me  hope,  that  you  will  sometimes  remember, 
amidst  the  applauses  of  your  countrymen,  that  there 
is  a  family  in  England,  who  love  you  as  well  as  your 
own.     Your  ever  affectionate 

J.  St.  Asaph. 


TO    JAMES    BOWDOIN. 

Dr.  Jeffries's  Aerial  Voyage  from  England  to  France. 

Philadelphia,  1  January,  1786. 

My  dear  Friend, 
It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  receive  your  kind  let- 
ter  of   congratulation,    as    it   proved,    that   all   my   old 
friends  in  Boston  were  not  estranged  from  me  by  the 
malevolent  misrepresentations  of  my  conduct,  that  had 
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been  circulated  there,  but  that  one  of  the  most  esteemed 
still  retained  a  regard  for  me.  Indeed,  you  are  now 
almost  the  only  one  left  me  by  nature;  death  having, 
since  we  were  last  together,  deprived  me  of  my  dear 
Cooper,  Winthrop,  and  Quincy. 

I  have  not  received  the  letter  you  mention  to  have 
sent  me  with  some  Memoirs,  under  cover  to  Dr.  Price. 
I  must  have  left  Europe  before  they  got  to  his  hands ; 
but  he  will  doubtless  send  them  to  me  by  the  first 
convenient  opportunity.  It  was  not  necessary  to  make 
any  apology  for  the  liberty  you  say  you  have  taken  in 
those  Memoirs,  in  making  observations  on  my  Queries 
upon  light,  for  I  am  sure  they  will  help  me  to  under- 
stand it  better,  and  that  must  make  them  agreeable  to 
me.  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  the  whole  volume,*  which 
you  are  so  kind  as  to  promise  me ;  and  I  hope  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months  to  be  able  to  make  re- 
turns, in  a  second  volume  of  our  Memoirs,!  now  in  the 
press. 

I  sent  to  you  by  Mr.  Gerry,  some  weeks  since,  Dr. 
Jeffries's  account  of  his  aerial  voyage  from  England  to 
France,  which  I  received  from  him  just  before  I  left 
that  country.  In  his  letter,  that  came  with  it,  he  re- 
quests I  would  not  suffer  it  to  be  printed,  because  a 
copy  of  it  had  been  put  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Joseph 
Banks  for  the  Royal  Society,  and  was  to  be  read 
there  in  November.  If  they  should  not  think  fit  to 
publish  it,  as  I  apprehend  may  be  the  case,  they  hav- 
ing hitherto  avoided  meddling  with  the  subject  of  bal- 
loons, I  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  minutes  returned  to 
me.     In  the  mean  time,  I  thought  it  might  afford  some 


*  First  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and 
Sciences. 

f  Transactions  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society. 
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amusement  to  you  and  to  your  Society.*  My  acquaint- 
ance with  Dr.  Jeffries  began  by  his  bringing  me  a 
letter  in  France,  the  first  through  the  air,  from  England. 
With  best  wishes  of  many  happy  new  years  to  you, 
and  good  Madam  Bowdoin,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
dear  Sir,  &x.  B.  Franklin.! 


FROM    THE    DUKE    DE    LA    ROCHEFOUCAULD 
TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Paris,  8  February,  1786. 

My  dear  Friend, 
I  have  heard  of  you  through  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
M.  le  Veillard.  The  latter  showed  me  the  letter,  in 
which  you  announced  to  him  your  nomination  to  the 
office  of  President,  and  I  admired  the  resolution  which 
determined  you  to  take  upon  yourself  an  employment 
so  fatiguing,  but  in  which  you  can  labor  effectually  for 
the  happiness  of  Pennsylvania,  and  for  that  of  the  other 

*  The  paper  was  printed  in  London,  entitled,  "A  Narrative  of  two 
Aerial  Voyages,"  4to.  1786. 

f  Extract  from  a  letter  to  his  sister. 

"Philadelphia.  24  January,  1786.  Your  letter  to  Mr.  V.  seems  to 
me  very  proper  and  well  written,  and  I  think  he  was  wrong  in  detaining 
the  five  dollars.  But  when  we  consider  that  he  was  under  no  legal 
obligation  to  pay  a  debt  contracted  by  his  son,  we  may  be  glad,  that  we 
have  received  so  much  of  it,  and  that,  when  it  is  common  to  pay  the 
interest  of  an  old  debt  in  ill  language,  he  has  paid  you  only  in  silence. 
It  is  a  family  I  have  formerly  been  in  friendship  with,  and  I  would  not 
have  you  trouble  them  with  any  further  demands. 

"I  do  not  wonder  at  your  blaming  me  for  accepting  the  government 
[the  office  of  President  of  Pennsylvania].  We  have  all  of  us  wisdom 
enough  to  judge  what  others  ought  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  in  the  man- 
agement of  their  affairs ;  and  it  is  possible  I  might  blame  you  as  much 
if  you  were  to  accept  the  offer  of  a  young  husband.  My  example  may 
teach  you  not  to  be  too  confident  in  your  own  prudence,  as  it  teaches 
me  not  to  be  surprised  at  such  an  event,  should  it  really  happen." 

U* 
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States,  upon  which  the  example  of  your  own  will  as- 
suredly have  a  great  influence.  I  know  that  two  pow- 
erful and  nearly  equal  parties  support  different  princi- 
ples as  the  basis  of  the  Constitution ;  but  nobody  is 
better  qualified  than  yourself  to  conciliate  both  of  them, 
and  to  obtain,  not  perhaps  the  constitution  most  ab- 
solutely perfect,  but  at  least,  as  Solon  said,  the  best 
which  your  fellow  citizens  are  able  to  bear. 

This  is  the  critical  moment  for  the  Americans.  The 
return  of  peace  and  the  certainty  of  independence  de- 
mand of  them  a  general  revision  of  their  laws,  and  the 
formation  of  new  codes,  no  longer  a  servile  imitation 
of  the  laws  of  England,  but  dictated  by  reason,  con- 
formed to  their  actual  situation,  and  adapted  to  insure 
the  happiness  of  States  and  individuals.  In  legislation 
you  must  be  the  teachers  of  the  world,  which  is  ex- 
pecting from  you  some  important  lessons. 

I  will  not  trespass  upon  the  time  of  so  busy  a  man 
as  yourself,  and  will  therefore  close  by  offering  you 
the  compliments  of  all  my  family,  to  which  M.  de  Con- 
dorcet  requests  me  to  add  his.  That  your  life  and 
health  may  be  prolonged  is  the  unanimous  prayer  of 
all  those,  who  have  ever  heard  of  you.  All,  who  have 
had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  you,  add  the  hope, 
that  they  may  retain  a  place  in  your  friendship.  I 
venture  to  believe,  that  I  deserve  this,  by  the  sincere 
attachment  and  veneration  which  I  feel  for  you. 

Duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld. 
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FROM    THE    MARQUIS    DE    LAFAYETTE   TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Tour  in  Germany.  —  Prussia,  —  Austria.  —  Indian 
Vocabularies  for  the  Empress  of  Russia. 

Paris,  10  February,  1786. 

My  dear  Friend, 

With  unspeakable  satisfaction  I  have  heard  of  your 
safe  arrival  in  America,  and  heartily  wished  I  had  been 
mingled  in  the  happy  crowd  of  your  fellow  citizens, 
when  they  saw  you  set  your  foot  on  the  shore  of 
Liberty.  When  your  friends  in  Paris  meet  together, 
their  first  talk  is  of  you.  The  wishes  for  you  of  a 
fortunate  voyage,  and  pleasing  sight  of  your  family 
and  friends,  became  a  national  sentiment.  In  my  tour 
through  Germany,  I  have  been  asked  a  thousand  ques- 
tions about  you,  when  I  felt  equally  proud  and  happy 
to  boast  of  our  affectionate  intimacy. 

Prussia  and  the  Austrian  dominions,  with  some  parts 
of  the  German  empire,  the  liberties  of  which  have  been 
so  much  spoken  of  in  treaties  and  so  little  felt  by  the 
people,  have  been  the  object  of  my  very  agreeable 
journey.*  The  first  class  of  people  are,  I  found,  mis- 
informed, with  respect  to  American  affairs.  What  may 
be  wrong,  they  know  perfectly,  with  an  addition  of  a 
thousand  falsehoods ;  and  I  wish  no  ground  was  left 
for  our  enemies  to  found  those  falsehoods  upon.  Al- 
though they  have  an  enthusiastic  admiration  of  the  vir- 
tues displayed  by  America  during  the  war,  yet  it  is  a 
matter  of  doubt  with  them,  (some  sensible  and  feeling 
men  excepted,  particularly  Prince  Henry,)  if  free  con- 


*  Lafayette  had  recently  returned  from  a  tour  through  Germany.  An 
account  of  this  tour  is  contained  in  the  Diplomatic  Correspondence ', 
Vol.  X.  p.  53. 
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stitutions  can  support  themselves.     The  King  of  Prus- 
sia himself  is  blinded  by  habit  and  prejudices. 

That  monarch's  temper  is  very  bad ;  the  Emperor's 
not  very  quiet.  But,  the  affairs  of  Great  Britain  being 
embarrassed,  and  our  politics  very  pacific,  I  do  not  think 
any  storm  is  to  be  feared.  I  have  been  happy  to 
hear  you  have  accepted  the  presidency  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. Nothing  but  that  could  speedily  restore  internal 
union,  and  remove  the  jealousies  against  neighbours. 
You  will  encourage  federal  measures,  regulations  for 
trade,  a  general  system  of  militia;  and,  the  more  I 
learn  the  opinions  of  foreign  nations,  the  more  I  wish 
for  such  arrangements,  the  necessity  of  which  is  obvi- 
ous to  almost  every  American.  A  committee,  consist- 
ing of  the  intendants  of  finance,  counsellors  of  state, 
and  farmers -general,  has  been  appointed  to  consider 
the  affairs  of  American  commerce.  I  shall  attend 
regularly,  but,  as  it  is  just  begun,  I  cannot  tell  whether 
it  will  be  very  useful. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  vocabulary,  which  the  Em- 
press of  Russia  requests  may  be  filled  up  with  Indian 
words.  You  know  her  plan  of  a  Universal  Diction- 
ary. I  have  thought  you  might  send  me  the  Dela- 
ware and  Shawanese  languages,  with  some  others. 
Your  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs,  Colonel  Harmar 
and  General  Butler,  will  be  able  to  superintend  the  busi- 
ness, which  it  is  important  to  have  well  done,  as  the 
Empress,  although  I  think  to  very  little  purpose,  sets 
a  great  value  upon  it.* 

Be  so  kind  as  to  remember  me  most  affectionately 
to  your  family,  daughter,  grandsons,  son-in-law,  and  to 
all  our   friends   in   Philadelphia.     My  heart   has   been 

#  For   other    particulars    respecting    these    Indian    vocabularies,  see 
Washington's  Writings,  Vol.  IX.  pp.  195,  301,  306. 
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long  opened  to  you,  and  I  need  not  assure  you,  that, 
with  the  highest  regard  and  tenderest  affection,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &x. 

Lafayette. 


TO    JONATHAN    SHIPLEY. 

Progress  of  the  Government  in  the  United  States.  — 
Domestic  Circumstances. 

Philadelphia,  24  February,  1786. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  received  lately  your  kind  letter  of  November  27th. 
My  reception  here  was,  as  you  have  heard,  very  hon- 
orable indeed ;  but  I  was  betrayed  by  it,  and  by  some 
remains  of  ambition,  from  which  I  had  imagined  my- 
self free,  to  accept  of  the  chair  of  government  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  when  the  proper  thing  for  me 
was  repose  and  a  private  life.  I  hope,  however,  to  be 
able  to  bear  the  fatigue  for  one  year,  and  then  to  retire. 

I  have  much  regretted  our  having  so  little  opportu- 
nity for  conversation  when  we  last  met.*  You  could 
have  given  me  informations  and  counsels  that  I  want- 
ed, but  we  were  scarce  a  minute  together  without 
being  broken  in  upon.  I  am  to  thank  you,  however, 
for  the  pleasure  I  had  after  our  parting,  in  reading  the 
new  book  f  you  gave  me,  which  I  think  generally  well 
written  and  likely  to  do  good ;  though  the  reading  time 
of  most  people  is  of  late  so  taken  up  with  newspapers 
and  little  periodical  pamphlets,  that  few  now-a-days 
venture  to  attempt  reading  a  quarto  volume.  I  have 
admired  to  see,  that,  in  the  last  century,  a  folio,  Burton 

*  At  Southampton,  previous  to  Dr.  Franklin's  embarking  for  the  United 
States.  —  W.  T.  F. 

-f  Paley's  Moral  Philosophy.  —  YV.  T.  F. 

vol.  x.  32 
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on  Melancholy,  went  through  six  editions  in  about  forty 
years.  We  have,  I  believe,  more  readers  now,  but  not 
of  such  large  books. 

You  seem  desirous  of  knowing  what  progress  we 
make  here  in  improving  our  governments.  We  are,  I 
think,  in  the  right  road  of  improvement,  for  we  are 
making  experiments.  I  do  not  oppose  all  that  seem 
wrong,  for  the  multitude  are  more  effectually  set  right 
by  experience,  than  kept  from  going  wrong  by  reasoning 
with  them.  And  I  think  we  are  daily  more  and  more 
enlightened ;  so  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  our  obtaining 
in  a  few  years  as  much  public  felicity,  as  good  gov- 
ernment is  capable  of  affording. 

Your  newspapers  are  filled  with  fictitious  accounts 
of  anarchy,  confusion,  distresses,  and  miseries  we  are 
supposed  to  be  involved  in,  as  consequences  of  the 
revolution ;  and  the  few  remaining  friends  of  the  old 
government  among  us  take  pains  to  magnify  every  little 
inconvenience  a  change  in  the  course  of  commerce 
may  have  occasioned.  To  obviate  the  complaints  they 
endeavour  to  excite,  was  written  the  enclosed  little 
piece,*  from  which  you  may  form  a  truer  idea  of  our 
situation,  than  your  own  public  prints  would  give  you. 
And  I  can  assure  you,  that  the  great  body  of  our  na- 
tion find  themselves  happy  in  the  change,  and  have 
not  the  smallest  inclination  to  return  to  the  domination 
of  Britain.  There  could  not  be  a  stronger  proof  of 
the  general  approbation  of  the  measures,  that  promoted 
the  change,  and  of  the  change  itself,  than  has  been 
given  by  the  Assembly  and  Council  of  this  State,  in 
the  nearly  unanimous  choice  for  their  governor,  of  one 
who  had  been  so  much  concerned  in  those  measures ; 
the  Assembly  being  themselves  the  unbribed  choice  of 

*  Probably  the  piece  entitled,  The  Internal  State  of  America,  fyc.     See 
Vol.  II.  p.  461. 
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the  people,  and  therefore  may  be  truly  supposed  of 
the  same  sentiments.  I  say  nearly  unanimous,  because, 
of  between  seventy  and  eighty  votes,  there  were  only 
my  own  and  one  other  in  the  negative. 

As  to  my  domestic  circumstances,  of  which  you 
kindly  desire  to  hear  something,  they  are  at  present 
as  happy  as  I  could  wish  them.  I  am  surrounded  by 
my  offspring,  a  dutiful  and  affectionate  daughter  in  my 
house,  with  six  grandchildren,  the  eldest  of  which  you 
have  seen,  wrho  is  now  at  College  in  the  next  street, 
finishing  the  learned  part  of  his  education ;  the  others 
promising,  both  for  parts  and  good  dispositions.  What 
their  conduct  may  be,  when  they  grow  up  and  enter 
the  important  scenes  of  life,  I  shall  not  live  to  see,  and 
I  cannot  foresee.  I  therefore  enjoy  among  them  the 
present  hour,  and  leave  the  future  to  Providence. 

He  that  raises  a  large  family  does,  indeed,  while  he 
lives  to  observe  them,  stand,  as  Watts  says,  a  broader 
mark  for  sorrow ;  but  then  he  stands  a  broader  mark 
for  pleasure  too.  When  we  launch  our  little  fleet  of 
barks  into  the  ocean,  bound  to  different  ports,  we 
hope  for  each  a  prosperous  voyage  ;  but  contrary  winds, 
hidden  shoals,  storms,  and  enemies  come  in  for  a  share 
in  the  disposition  of  events;  and  though  these  occa- 
sion a  mixture  of  disappointment,  yet,  considering  the 
risk  where  we  can  make  no  insurance,  we  should 
think  ourselves  happy  if  some  return  with  success. 
My  son's  son,  Temple  Franklin,  whom  you  have  also 
seen,  having  had  a  fine  farm  of  six  hundred  acres 
conveyed  to  him  by  his  father  when  we  were  at  South- 
ampton, has  dropped  for  the  present  his  views  of  act- 
ing in  the  political  line,  and  applies  himself  ardently 
to  the  study  and  practice  of  agriculture.  This  is 
much  more  agreeable  to  me,  who  esteem  it  the  most 
useful,  the  most  independent,  and  therefore  the  noblest 


252  FRANKLIN'S    WRITINGS.  [Mt.  80. 

of  employments.  His  lands  are  on  navigable  water, 
communicating  with  the  Delaware,  and  but  about  six- 
teen miles  from  this  city.  He  has  associated  to  him- 
self a  very  skilful  English  farmer  lately  arrived  here, 
who  is  to  instruct  him  in  the  business,  and  partakes 
for  a  term  the  profits ;  so  that  there  is  a  great  ap- 
parent probability  of  their  success. 

You  will  kindly  expect  a  word  or  two  concerning 
myself.  My  health  and  spirits  continue,  thanks  to  God, 
as  when  you  saw  me.  The  only  complaint  I  then 
had,  does  not  grow  wTorse,  and  is  tolerable.  I  still 
have  enjoyment  in  the  company  of  my  friends;  and, 
being  easy  in  my  circumstances,  have  many  reasons  to 
like  living.  But  the  course  of  nature  must  soon  put 
a  period  to  my  present  mode  of  existence.  This  I 
shall  submit  to  with  the  less  regret,  as,  having  seen 
during  a  long  life  a  good  deal  of  this  world,  I  feel  a 
growing  curiosity  to  be  acquainted  with  some  other; 
and  can  cheerfully,  with  filial  confidence,  resign  my 
spirit  to  the  conduct  of  that  great  and  good  Parent  of 
mankind,  who  created  it,  and  who  has  so  graciously 
protected  and  prospered  me  from  my  birth  to  the  pres- 
ent hour.  Wherever  I  am,  I  hope  always  to  retain 
the  pleasing  remembrance  of  your  friendship,  being 
with  sincere  and  great  esteem,  my  dear  friend,  yours 
most  affectionately,  B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  We  all  join  in  respects  to  Mrs.  Shipley,  and 
best  wishes  for  the  wThole  amiable  family. 
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TO    M.    LE    VEILLARD,    OF    PASSY. 

Flourishing  State  of  Jlmerica.  —  Cardinal  de  Rohan. 

Philadelphia,  6  March,  1786. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  received  and  read  with  great  pleasure  your  kind 
letter  of  October  9th.  It  informed  me  of  your  welfare, 
and  that  of  the  best  of  good  women,  and  of  her 
amiable  daughter,  who  I  think  will  tread  in  her  steps. 
My  effects  came  all  in  the  same  ship,  in  good  order; 
and  we  are  now  drinking  every  day  les  eaux  epurees 
de  Passy  with  great  satisfaction,  as  they  kept  well, 
and  seem  to  be  rendered  more  agreeable  by  the  long 
voyage. 

I  am  here  in  the  bosom  of  my  family,  and  am  not 
only  happy  myself,  but  have  the  felicity  of  seeing  my 
country  so.  Be  assured,  that  all  the  stories  spread  in 
the  English  papers  of  our  distresses,  and  confusions, 
and  discontents  with  our  new  governments,  are  as 
chimerical  as  the  history  of  my  being  in  chains  at  Al- 
giers. They  exist  only  in  the  wishes  of  our  ene- 
mies. America  never  was  in  higher  prosperity,  her 
produce  abundant  and  bearing  a  good  price,  her  work- 
ing people  all  employed  and  well  paid,  and  all  prop- 
erty in  lands  and  houses  of  more  than  treble  the  value 
it  bore  before  the  war ;  and,  our  commerce  being  no 
longer  the  monopoly  of  British  merchants,  we  are  fur- 
nished with  all  the  foreign  commodities  we  need,  at 
much  more  reasonable  rates  than  heretofore.  So  that 
we  have  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  discharge  more 
speedily  the  debt  incurred  by  the  war,  than  at  first  was 
apprehended. 

Our  modes  of  collecting  taxes  are  indeed  as  yet 
imperfect,  and   we  have  need  of  more  skill   in   finan- 

YOL.   X.  V 
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ciering;  but  we  improve  in  that  kind  of  knowledge 
daily  by  experience.  That  our  people  are  contented 
with  the  revolution,  with  their  new  constitutions,  and 
their  foreign  connexions,  nothing  can  afford  a  stronger 
proof,  than  the  universally  cordial  and  joyous  reception 
with  which  they  welcomed  the  return  of  one,  that  was 
supposed  to  have  had  a  considerable  share  in  pro- 
moting them.  All  this  is  in  answer  to  that  part  of 
your  letter,  in  which  you  seem  to  have  been  too  much 
impressed  with  some  of  the  ideas,  which  those  lying 
English  papers  endeavour  to   inculcate  concerning  us. 

I  am  astonished  by  what  you  write  concerning  the 
Prince  Eveque.  If  the  charges  against  him  are  made 
good,  it  will  be  another  instance  of  the  truth  of  those 
proverbs  which  teach  us,  that  Prodigality  begets  neces- 
sity, that  Without  economy  no  revenue  is  sufficient,  and 
that  It  is  hard  for  an  empty  sack  to  stand  upright. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the  marriage  of  Mademoiselle 
Brillon;  for  every  thing,  that  may  contribute  to  the 
happiness  of  that  beloved  family,  gives  me  pleasure. 
Be  pleased  to  offer  them  my  felicitations,  and  assure 
them  of  my  best  wishes. 

Will  you  also  be  so  good  as  to  present  my  respect- 
ful compliments  to  Madame  la  Duchesse  d'Enville,  and 
to  M.  le  Due  de  la  Rochefoucauld  ?  You  may  commu- 
nicate the  political  part  of  this  letter  to  that  excellent 
man.  His  good  heart  will  rejoice  to  hear  of  the  wel- 
fare of  America. 

I  made  no  progress  when  at  sea  in  the  history  you 
mention ;  *  but  I  was  not  idle  there,  having  written 
three  pieces,  each  of  some  length ;  one  on  Nautical 
matters ;  another  on  Chimneys ;  and  a  third  a  Descrip- 
tion of  my  Vase  for  consuming  smoke,  with  directions 

*  Memoirs  of  his  own  life. 
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for  using  it.*  These  are  all  now  printing  in  the  Trans- 
actions of  our  Philosophical  Society,  of  which  I  hope 
soon  to  send  you  a  copy. 

My  grandsons  present  their  compliments.  The  eld- 
est is  very  busy  in  preparing  for  a  country  life,  being 
to  enter  upon  his  farm  the  25th  instant.  It  consists  of 
about  six  hundred  acres,  bounding  on  navigable  water, 
sixteen  miles  from  Philadelphia.  The  youngest  is  at 
College,  very  diligent  in  his  studies.  You  know  my 
situation,  involved  in  public  cares ;  but  they  cannot  make 
me  forget,  that  you  and  I  love  one  another,  and  that 
I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   BENJAMIN    RUSH. 

Philadelphia,  March,  1786. 

My  dear  Friend, 
During  our  long  acquaintance,  you  have  shown  many 
instances  of  your  regard  for  me ;  yet  I  must  now  de- 
sire you  to  add  one  more  to  the  number,  which  is, 
that,  if  you  publish  your  ingenious  discourse  on  the 
Moral  Sense,  you  will  totally  omit  and  suppress  that 
most  extravagant  encomium  on  your  friend  Franklin, 
which  hurt  me  exceedingly  in  the  unexpected  hearing, 
and  will  mortify  me  beyond  conception,  if  it  should 
appear  from  the  press.  Confiding  in  your  compliance 
with  this  earnest  request,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend, 
yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin.j 

*  See  Vol.  VI.  pp.  463,  505,  543. 

f  Dr.  Rush  replied  to  this  letter  as  follows.  "  Agreeably  to  your  re- 
quest, I  have  suppressed  the  conclusion  of  my  oration,  but  I  cannot  bear 
to  think  of  sending  it  out  of  our  State  or  to  Europe  without  connect- 
ing it  with  your  name.  I  have  therefore  taken  the  liberty  of  inscribing 
it  to  you  by  a  simple  dedication,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.     And, 
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TO    MRS.    MARY    HEWSON. 

Humorous  Account  of  a  Letter  received  from,  her.  — 
His  Occupations  and  Amusements. 

Philadelphia,  6  May,  1786. 

My  dear  Friend, 

A  long  winter  has  past,  and  I  have  not  had  the 
pleasure  of  a  line  from  you,  acquainting  me  with  your 
and  your  children's  welfare,  since  I  left  England.  I 
suppose  you  have  been  in  Yorkshire,  out  of  the  way 
and  knowledge  of  opportunities ;  for  I  will  not  think 
that  you  have  forgotten  me. 

To  make  me  some  amends,  I  received  a  few  days 
past  a  large  packet  from  Mr.  Williams,  dated  Sep- 
tember, 1776,  near  ten  years  since,  containing  three 
letters  from  you,  one  of  December  12th,  1775.  This 
packet  had  been  received  by  Mr.  Bache,  after  my 
departure  for  France,  lay  dormant  among  his  papers 
during  all  my  absence,  and  has  just  now  broke  out 
upon  me,  like  words,  that  had  been,  as  somebody 
says,  congealed  in  northern  air.  Therein  I  find  all 
the  pleasing  little  family  history  of  your  children ;  how 
William  had  begun  to  spell,  overcoming,  by  strength 
of  memory,  all  the  difficulty  occasioned  by  the  common 
wretched  alphabet,  while  you  were  convinced  of  the 
utility  of  our  new  one ;  how  Tom,  genius-like,  struck 
out   new   paths,    and,    relinquishing  the  old    names  of 

as  you  have  never  in  the  course  of  our  long  acquaintance  refused  me 
a  single  favor,  I  must  earnestly  insist  upon  your  adding  to  my  great 
and  numerous  obligations  to  you  the  permission,  which  I  now  solicit,  to 
send  my  last  as  I  did  my  first  publication  into  the  world  under  the  pat- 
ronage of  your  name."  —  March  Wth,  1786. 

The  discourse  here  alluded  to,  On  the  Influence  of  Physical  Causes 
on  the  Moral  Faculty,  was  delivered  before  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  February  27th,  1786,  and  published  soon  afterwards. 
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the  letters,  called  U  bell,  and  P  bottle ;  how  Eliza  be- 
gan to  grow  jolly,  that  is,  fat  and  handsome,  resem- 
bling aunt  Rooke,  whom  I  used  to  call  my  lovely. 
Together  with  all  the  then  news  of  lady  Blount's  hav- 
ing produced  at  length  a  boy ;  of  Dolly's  being  well, 
and  of  poor  good  Catherine's  decease ;  of  your  affairs 
with  Muir  and  Atkinson,  and  of  their  contract  for 
feeding  the  fish  in  the  channel ;  of  the  Vinys  and  their 
jaunt  to  Cambridge  in  the  long  carriage ;  of  Dolly's 
journey  to  Wales  with  Mrs.  Scott ;  of  the  Wilkeses, 
the  Pearces,  Elphinstones,  &x. ;  —  concluding  with  a 
kind  of  promise,  that,  as  soon  as  the  ministry  and 
Congress  agreed  to  make  peace,  I  should  have  you 
with  me  in  America.  That  peace  has  been  some  time 
made ;  but,  alas !  the  promise  is  not  yet  fulfilled. 

I  have  found  my  family  here  in  health,  good  cir- 
cumstances, and  well  respected  by  their  fellow  citi- 
zens. The  companions  of  my  youth  are  indeed  al- 
most all  departed,  but  I  find  an  agreeable  society  among 
their  children  and  grandchildren.  I  have  public  busi- 
ness enough  to  preserve  me  from  ennui,  and  private 
amusement  besides  in  conversation,  books,  my  garden, 
and  cribbage.  Considering  our  well-furnished,  plentiful 
market  as  the  best  of  gardens,  I  am  turning  mine,  in 
the  midst  of  which  my  house  stands,  into  grass  plots 
and  gravel  walks,  with  trees  and  flowering  shrubs. 
Cards  we  sometimes  play  here,  in  long  winter  even- 
ings ;  but  it  is  as  they  play  at  chess,  not  for  money, 
but  for  honor,  or  the  pleasure  of  beating  one  another. 
This  will  not  be  quite  a  novelty  to  you,  as  you  may  re- 
member we  played  together  in  that  manner  during  the 
winter  at  Passy.  I  have  indeed  now  and  then  a  little 
compunction  in  reflecting  that  I  spend  time  so  idly ; 
but  another  reflection  comes  to  relieve  me,  whisper- 
ing, "  You  know  that  the  soul  is  immortal;  why  then 

vol.  x.  33  v* 
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should  you  be  such  a  niggard  of  a  little  time,  when  you 
have  .  a  whole  eternity  before  you  ? "  So,  being  easily 
convinced,  and,  like  other  reasonable  creatures,  satisfied 
with  a  small  reason,  when  it  is  in  favor  of  doing  what 
I  have  a  mind  to,  I  shuffle  the  cards  again,  and  begin 
another  game. 

As  to  public  amusements,  we  have  neither  plays 
nor  operas,  but  we  had  yesterday  a  kind  of  oratorio, 
as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  paper;  and  we  have 
assemblies,  balls,  and  concerts,  besides  little  parties  at 
one  another's  houses,  in  which  there  is  sometimes 
dancing,  and  frequently  good  music ;  so  that  we  jog 
on  in  life  as  pleasantly  as  you  do  in  England  ;  any- 
where but  in  London,  for  there  you  have  plays  per- 
formed by  good  actors.  That,  however,  is,  I  think,  the 
only  advantage  London  has  over  Philadelphia. 

Temple  has  turned  his  thoughts  to  agriculture, 
which  he  pursues  ardently,  being  in  possession  of  a 
fine  farm,  that  his  father  lately  conveyed  to  him.  Ben 
is  finishing  his  studies  at  college,  and  continues  to  be- 
have as  well  as  when  you  knew  him,  so  that  I  think 
he  will  make  you  a  good  son.  His  younger  brothers 
and  sisters  are  also  promising,  appearing  to  have  good 
tempers  and  dispositions,  as  well  as  good  constitu- 
tions. As  to  myself,  I  think  my  general  health  and 
spirits  rather  better  than  when  you  saw  me.  The 
particular  malady  I  then  complained  of  continues  tol- 
erable. With  sincere  and  very  great  esteem,  I  am 
ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  My  children  and  grandchildren  join  with  me 
in  best  wishes  for  you  and  yours.  My  love  to  my 
godson,  to  Eliza,  and  to  honest  Tom.  They  will  all 
find  agreeable  companions  here.  Love  to  Dolly,  and 
tell  her  she  will  do  well  to  come  with  you. 


Mt.  80.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  259 

TO    MRS.    MARY    HEWSON. 

Philadelphia,  30  May,  1786. 

Dear  Polly, 

I  have  just  received  your  kind  letter  of  April  2d, 
which  made  me  some  amends  for  your  long  silence. 
By  the  last  ship  from  hence  I  wrote  to  you  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  some  very  old  letters,  when  I 
was  sorry  I  could  mention  none  of  later  date.  I  have, 
however,  no  right  to  complain,  being  so  bad  a  corre- 
spondent myself.  But  my  last  was  a  long  one,  and 
I  hope  you  have  received  it. 

You  seem  now  inclined  to  come  over,  if  you  could 
meet  with  a  captain,  that  you  know  and  like.  We 
mentioned  it  to  Captain  Falconer.  He  goes  no  more 
to  sea,  but  strongly  recommends  Captain  Willet,  who 
carries  this  letter,  as  a  good  man  and  excellent  sea- 
man. His  ship  is  the  Harmony,  which  lately  brought 
over  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bingham.  Mr.  Williams  will  hard- 
ly, I  doubt,  be  with  you  in  time  this  year  to  assist 
in  your  embarkation ;  but,  if  you  apply  to  Messrs. 
Johnson  and  Company,  American  merchants,  to  whom 
I  write,  I  am  persuaded  they  will  make  the  bargain 
for  you,  and  assist  you  with  their  advice  in  every 
circumstance. 

Temple,  who  presents  his  respects,  has,  however, 
no  hopes  of  your  coming.  He  says  you  were  so  long 
irresolute  and  wavering  about  the  journey  to  Paris, 
that  he  thinks  it  unlikely  you  will  decide  firmly  to 
make  the  voyage  to  America. 

I  enclose  a  truer  state  of  affairs  in  our  country,  than 
your  public  prints  will  afford  you,  and  I  pray  "  God 
guide  you." 

This  family  are  all  well,  and  join  in  love  to  you  and 
yours  with  your  affectionate 

B.  Franklin. 
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P.  S.  Captain  Willet  is  to  leave  London  on  his 
return  about  the  1st  of  August.  Your  son  Ben,  and 
all  this  family,  join  in  the  hope  of  your  resolving  to 
come  over.* 


FROM    WILLIAM    COCKE    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Concerning  a  new  State  called  Franklin. 

State  of  Franklin,  15  June,  1786. 

Sir, 

I  make  no  doubt  but  you  have  heard,  that  the  good 
people  of  this  country  have  declared  themselves  a  sep- 
arate State  from  North  Carolina;  and  that,  as  a  testi- 
mony of  the  high  esteem  they  have  for  the  many  im- 
portant and  faithful  services  you  have  rendered  to  your 
country,  they  have  called  the  name  of  their  State  after 
you.  I  presume  you  have  also  heard  the  reasons,  on 
which  our  separation  is  founded,  some  of  which  are  as 
follows;  that  North  Carolina  had  granted  us  a  separa- 
tion on  certain  well-known  conditions,  expressed  in  an 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State,  which  con- 
ditions, we  think,  she  had  no  right  to  break  through 
without  our  consent,  as  well  as  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress. We  therefore  determine  strictly  to  adhere  to 
the  conditions  expressed  in  said  act,  and  doubt  not 
but  Congress  will  be  uniform  in  their  just  demands, 
as  well  as  honorable  in  complying  with  their  resolve 
to  confirm  all  the  just  claims  of  such  persons,  as  have 
purchased  land  under  the  laws  of  North  Carolina,  for 
which  they  have  paid  that  State. 

The  confidence  we  have  in  the  wisdom  and  justice 
of  the  United  States  inclines  us  to  leave  every  matter  of 

*  Mrs.  Hewson  soon  afterwards  came  over  with  her  family  to  Ameri- 
ca, and  established  herself  at  Philadelphia.     See  Vol.  VII.  p.  151. 
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dispute  to  their  decision,  and  I  am  expressly  empow- 
ered and  commanded  to  give  the  United  States  full 
assurance,  that  we  shall  act  in  obedience  to  their  de- 
termination, provided  North  Carolina  will  consent  that 
they  shall  become  the  arbiters.  I  had  set  out  with 
the  intention  to  wait  on  Congress  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  but  I  am  informed, 
that  Congress  will  adjourn  about  the  last  of  this  month ; 
and  I  will  thank  you  to  be  so  kind  as  to  favor  me 
with  a  few  lines  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Rogers,  to  inform 
me  when  Congress  will  meet  again,  and  shall  be  happy 
to  have  your  sentiments  and  advice  on  so  important 
a  subject.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

William  Cocke. 


TO    NOAH    WEBSTER. 

On  a  Reformed  Alphabet. 

Philadelphia,  18  June,  1786. 

Sir, 

I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writ- 
ing to  me  the  24th  past,  with  the  scheme  enclosed 
of  your  reformed  alphabet.  I  think  the  reformation 
not  only  necessary,  but  practicable ;  but  have  so  much 
to  say  to  you  on  the  subject,  that  I  wish  to  see  and 
confer  with  you  upon  it,  as  that  would  save  much 
time  in  writing ;  sounds,  till  such  an  alphabet  is  fixed, 
not  being  easily  explained  or  discoursed  of  clearly  up- 
on paper. 

I  have  formerly  considered  this  matter  pretty  fully, 
and  contrived  some  of  the  means  of  carrying  it  into  exe- 
cution, so  as  gradually  to  render  the  reformation  general. 
Our  ideas  are  so  nearly  similar,  that  I  make  no  doubt 
of  our  easily  agreeing  on  the  plan ;  and  you  may  de- 
pend on  the  best  support  I  may  be  able  to  give  it,  as  a 
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part  of  your  Institute,*  of  which  I  wish  you  would  bring 
with  you  a  complete  copy,  having  as  yet  seen  only 
a  part  of  it.  I  shall  then  be  better  able  to  recom- 
mend it  as  you  desire.  Hoping  to  have  soon  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you,  I  do  not  enlarge,  but  am  with 
sincere  esteem,  Sir,  &,c. 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM    THE    MARQUIS   DE  CHASTELLUX  TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Chastellux's  Travels  in  America.  —  His  Translation  of 

Humphreys's  Poem, 

Translation. 

Paris,  21  June,  1786. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  owe  to  you,  on  every  account,  the  homage  which 
I  now  take  the  liberty  of  offering.  It  was  by  your 
agency,  that  the  Revolution  of  North  America  was 
mainly  prepared  and  effected ;  it  was  your  hand,  act- 
ing secretly  like  the  hand  of  Providence,  which  led  me 
to  that  new  continent ;  and,  when  there,  I  felt  proud 
and  happy  to  labor  pro  viribus  meis  in  the  great  work, 
which  you  have  contributed  so  much  to  bring  to  a 
glorious  consummation.  No  American,  I  venture  to 
affirm,  could  be  more  sincerely  attached  to  this  cause 
than  I  have  been.  I  could  not,  therefore,  see  your 
country  in  any  but  a  favorable  light ;  and,  if  my  love 
of  truth  occasionally  called  forth  a  gentle  censure,  my 
best  wishes  always  took  the  place  of  my  admiration, 
when  the  latter  was  compelled  to  be  silent.  More- 
over, I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  succeed,  precise- 
ly where  success   was   most  flattering.      None  of  my 

*  Grammatical  Institute  of  the  English  Language,  published  in  1784. 
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readers  have  reached  the  end  of  my  work,  without  a 
deep  feeling  of  love  and  respect  for  your  fellow  citi- 
zens, and  no  one  has  ever  refused  me  the  praise  of 
being  animated  by  the  same  sentiments.* 

When  you  were  in  France,  there  was  no  need  of 
praising  the  Americans.  We  had  only  to  say,  Look, 
here  is  their  representative.  But,  however  worthily  your 
place  may  have  since  been  filled,  it  is  not  unseason- 
able to  arouse  anew  the  interest  of  a  kind-hearted 
but  thoughtless  nation,  and  to  fix,  from  time  to  time,  its 
attention  upon  the  great  event,  to  which  it  has  had 
the  happiness  of  contributing.  Such  has  been  my  mo- 
tive, in  translating  Colonel  Humphreys's  poem.t  My 
success  has  fully  equalled,  and  even  surpassed,  my  ex- 
pectation. Not  only  has  the  public  received  the  work 
with  favor,  but  it  has  succeeded  perfectly  at  court, 
especially  with  the  King  and  Queen,  who  have  praised 
it  highly. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  offering  to  you  this  translation, 
although  it  can  have  but  little  value  to  those,  who 
have  seen  the  original.  But  you  are  perfectly  acquaint- 
ed with  our  language,  and,  knowing  better  than  any 
one  else  both  the  difficulty  of  translating  into  French 
verse,  and  of  giving  to  prose  sufficient  sprightliness  and 
brilliancy  to  express  poetic  ideas,  you  will  be  able  to 
defend  me  before  those,  who  may  blame  the  freedom 
I  have  allowed  myself;  for  I  have  taken  more  pains 
to  render  my  work  an  agreeable  one  to  read,  than  to 
make  it  an  exact  and  faithful  translation.  Be  this  as 
it  may,  my  intention  will  be  my  best  excuse,  and  my 


*  This  letter  was  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  the  Marquis  de  Chas* 
tellux's  Travels  in  America,  which  had  recently  been  published. 

f  A  Poem  addressed  to  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,  which  was 
translated  into  French  by  the  Marquis  de  Chastellux.  See  Hum- 
phreys's Miscellaneous  Works,  pp.  9-  15. 
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attachment  to  you  my  best  title  to  your  indulgence. 
It  is  not  my  talents,  that  I  wish  to  display  before  you, 
but  the  sentiments  of  respect  and  devotion  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

The  Marquis  de  Chastellux. 

P.  S.  Have  the  kindness  to  present  my  respects  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bache.  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  ladies 
of  Philadelphia  are  as  attentive  to  you  as  those  of 
Paris ;  and  I  believe  that  I  could  find  no  one  to  recall 
me  to  their  recollection  in  a  more  acceptable  manner 
than  yourself.  Please  to  present  my  particular  respects 
to  Mrs.  Morris,  Mrs.  Powel,  Mrs.  Meredith,  Miss  Cad- 
walader,  and  Mrs.  Craig. 


TO    MRS.    JANE    MECOM. 

On  Bad  Spelling. 

Philadelphia,  4  July,  1786. 

You  need  not  be  concerned,  in  writing  to  me, 

about  your  bad  spelling;  for,  in  my  opinion,  as  our 
alphabet  now  stands,  the  bad  spelling,  or  what  is 
called  so,  is  generally  the  best,  as  conforming  to  the 
sound  of  the  letters  and  of  the  words.  To  give  you 
an  instance.  A  gentleman  received  a  letter,  in  which 
were  these  words,  —  Not  finding  Brown  at  horn,  I 
delivered  your  meseg  to  his  yf.  The  gentleman  find- 
ing it  bad  spelling,  and  therefore  not  very  intelligible, 
called  his  lady  to  help  him  read  it.  Between  them 
they  picked  out  the  meaning  of  all  but  the  yf,  which 
they  could  not  understand.  The  lady  proposed  call- 
ing her  chambermaid,  because  Betty,  says  she,  has 
the  best  knack  at  reading  bad  spelling  of  any  one  I 
know.     Betty  came,   and   was    surprised,  that   neither 
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Sir  nor  Madam  could  tell  what  yf  was.  "  Why,"  says 
she,  "?// spells  wife;  what  else  can  it  spell?"  And, 
indeed,  it  is  a  much  better,  as  well  as  shorter  method 
of  spelling  wife,  than  doubleyou,  i,  ef  e,  which  in  reality 
spell  doubleyifey. 

There  is  much  rejoicing  in  town  to-day,  it  being 
the  anniversary  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
which  we  signed  this  day  ten  years,  and  thereby  haz- 
arded lives  and  fortunes.  God  was  pleased  to  put  a 
favorable  end  to  the  contest  much  sooner  than  we  had 
reason  to  expect.     His  name  be  praised.     Adieu, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    MR.    GRAND,    BANKER   IN    PARIS. 

Making  Inquiry  respecting  a  Million  of  Limes  advanced 
by  the  French  Government. 

Philadelphia,  11  July,  1786. 

Sir, 

I  send  you  enclosed  some  letters,  that  have  passed 
between  the  Secretary  of  Congress  and  me,  respecting 
three  millions  of  livres,  acknowledged  to  have  been  re- 
ceived, before  the  treaty  of  February,  1778,  as  don  gra- 
tuit  from  the  King,  of  which  only  two  millions  are  found 
in  your  accounts ;  unless  the  million  from  the  Farmers- 
General  be  one  of  the  three.  I  have  been  assured, 
that  all  the  money  received  from  the  King,  whether  as 
loan  or  gift,  went  through  your  hands ;  and  as  I  al- 
ways looked  on  the  million  we  had  of  the  Farmers- 
General  to  be  distinct  from  what  we  had  of  the  crown, 
I  wonder  how  I  came  to  sign  the  contract,  acknowl- 
edging three  millions  of  gift,  when,  in  reality,  there 
were  only  two,  exclusive  of  that  from  the  Farmers; 
and,  as  both   you  and  I  examined  the  project  of  the 

vol.  x.  34  w 
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contract  before  I  signed  it,  I  am  surprised,  that  neither 
of  us  took  notice  of  the  error. 

It  is  possible,  that  the  million  furnished  ostensibly 
by  the  Farmers,  was  in  fact  a  gift  of  the  crown,  in 
which  case,  as  Mr.  Thomson  observes,  they  owe  us  for 
the  two  ship  loads  of  tobacco,  which  they  received  on 
account  of  it.  I  most  earnestly  request  of  you  to  get 
this  matter  explained,  that  I  may  stand  clear  before  I 
die,  lest  some  enemy  should  afterwards  accuse  me  of 
having  received  a  million  not  accounted  for.     I  am,  &,c. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    WILLIAM    COCKE. 

Name  and  Condition  of  the  new  State  of  Franklin. 

Philadelphia,  12  August,  1786. 

Sir, 

I  received  yesterday  the  letter  you  did  me  the  hon- 
or of  writing  me  on  the  15th  of  June  past.  I  had 
never  before  been  acquainted,  that  the  name  of  your 
intended  new  State  had  any  relation  with  my  name, 
having  understood  that  it  was  called  Frankland.  It  is 
a  very  great  honor  indeed,  that  its  inhabitants  have 
done  me,  and  I  should  be  happy  if  it  were  in  my 
power  to  show  how  sensible  I  am  of  it,  by  something 
more  essential  than  my  wishes  for  their  prosperity.* 

Having  resided  some  years  past  in  Europe,  and  be- 
ing but  lately  arrived  thence,  I  have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  well  informed  of  the  points  in  dispute 
between  you  and  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  I  can 
therefore  only  say,  that  I  think  you  are  perfectly  right 
in  resolving  to  submit  them  to  the  discretion  of  Con- 

*  The  name  of  this  new  State  was  afterwards  changed  to  Tennessee. 
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gress,  and  to  abide  by  their  determination.  It  is  a 
wise  and  impartial  tribunal,  which  can  have  no  sinister 
views  to  warp  its  judgment.  It  is  happy  for  us  all, 
that  we  have  now  in  our  own  country  such  a  coun- 
cil to  apply  to,  for  composing  our  differences,  without 
being  obliged,  as  formerly,  to  carry  them  across  the 
ocean  to  be  decided,  at  an  immense  expense,  by  a 
council  which  knew  little  of  our  affairs,  would  hardly 
take  any  pains  to  understand  them,  and  which  often 
treated  our  applications  with  contempt,  and  rejected 
them  with  injurious  language.  Let  us,  therefore,  cher- 
ish and  respect  our  own  tribunal;  for  the  more  gen- 
erally it  is  held  in  high  regard,  the  more  able  it  will 
be  to  answer  effectually  the  ends  of  its  institution,  the 
quieting  of  our  contentions,  and  thereby  promoting  our 
common  peace  and  happiness. 

I  do  not  hear  any  talk  of  an  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, concerning  which  you  inquire ;  and  I  rather 
think  it  likely  they  may  continue  to  sit  out  their  year, 
as  it  is  but  lately  they  have  been  able  to  make  a 
quorum  for  business,  which  must  therefore  probably  be 
in  arrear.  If  you  proceed  in  your  intended  journey, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  as  you  pass  through 
Philadelphia.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  very  respectfully,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM    JOHN    COAKLEY    LETTSOM    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Memoirs  of  Dr.  Fothergill.  —  Plan  for  Discoveries  in 
Natural  History.  —  Cultivation  of  Rhubarb. 

London,  14  August,  1786. 

Respected  Friend, 

Not  having  had  the  favor  of  a  letter  since  thy  arrival 
on  thy  native  continent,  I  take  the  liberty  of  address- 
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ing  a  letter  with  the  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  just 
printed.  The  manner  in  which  I  have  introduced  the 
memoirs  of  Dr.  Cuming  and  Dr.  Cleghorn  will  best  ex- 
plain the  manner  in  which  I  wished  to  introduce  thy 
respectable  name  among  them.  I  am  sensible  how 
inadequate  I  am  to  give  the  true  traits  of  a  character, 
that  has  instructed  and  astonished  both  America  and 
Europe;  and  it  was  not  my  view  thus  to  enter  upon 
the  department  of  a  historian,  but  rather,  by  a  few  an- 
ecdotes of  early  life,  to  lay  the  basis  of  a  superstructure 
destined  for  an  abler  pen ;  and  this  I  think  might  be 
done  by  correcting  the  dates  and  some  little  particu- 
lars of  that  rough  sketch,  which  I  formerly  sent  thee 
when  at  Paris ;  and  this  would  content  me,  unless  thou 
shouldest  be  disposed  to  make  any  addition. 

I  have,  at  different  times,  received  from  North  Amer- 
ica various  specimens  of  ores,  as  well  as  of  coal.  The 
iron,  in  particular,  has  been  very  fine;  and,  if  these 
various  treasures  were  properly  assayed,  probably  in 
time  much  national  advantage  might  result.  There 
are  in  your  Provinces  many  ingenious  persons,  who, 
with  very  moderate  encouragement,  would  visit  your 
mountains  and  woods  in  pursuit  of  discovery.  You 
possess  many  valuable  dyes  and  articles  of  medicine 
yet  unknown. 

I  have  lately  had  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Hum- 
phrey Marshall,  of  Bradford,  in  West  Chester  County, 
who  is  an  excellent  botanist,  and  has  a  pretty  general 
knowledge  of  natural  history,  and  for  a  little  encour- 
agement, would,  I  am  informed,  undertake  a  voyage 
of  discovery  into  your  woods  and  mountains.  He  men- 
tioned to  me,  that  such  a  journey  might  be  undertaken, 
and  continued  for  at  least  a  year,  at  the  expense  of 
three  hundred  pounds.  If  a  subscription  for  this  pur- 
pose were  effected,  I  would  willingly  subscribe  my  mite 
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of  twenty  guineas  towards  it,  for  the  sake  of  a  share 
of  the  seeds,  plants,  and  ores  that  may  be  collected ; 
I  mean  as  specimens  merely  of  your  productions.  I 
have  now  a  man  from  Europe  travelling  through  Amer- 
ica for  the  purpose  of  collecting  your  productions,  par- 
ticularly of  the  vegetable  kind. 

Within  the  last  ten  years  much  rhubarb,  of  the  Tur- 
key kind,  has  been  cultivated  in  Scotland  and  Eng- 
land. Its  cultivation  is  becoming  more  and  more  gen- 
eral. I  sent  seeds  over  a  year  ago.  I  have  now  sent 
roots,  as  they  vegetated  with  me  in  pots ;  and  I  hope 
it  may  become  an  object  with  you  to  cultivate  this 
useful  plant.  It  is  also  an  ornamental  plant  in  horti- 
culture. I  hope  also  by  the  same  opportunity  to  trans- 
mit some  tea  plants,  which  your  southern  colonies  are 
well  calculated  for.     I  am  respectfully,  &c. 

J.  C.  Lettsom. 


FROM    M.    DURIVAL    TO    MR.    GRAND.* 

Translation. 

Versailles,  30  August,  1786. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter,  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  on  the  28th  of  this  month,  touching 
the  advance  of  a  million,  which  you  say  was  made  by 
the  Farmers -General  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  3d  of  June,  1777.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  that 
advance.  What  I  have  verified  is,  that  the  King,  by 
the  contract  of  the  25th  of  February,  1783,  has  con- 
firmed the  gratuitous  gift,  which  his  Majesty  had  pre- 
viously made,  of  the  three  millions  hereafter  mentioned, 

#  In   answer   to  a  letter   from    Mr.  Grand,  respecting  an   inquiry  of 
Dr.  Franklin.     See  the  letter  to  Mr.  Grand,  above,  p.  265. 
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viz.  one  million  delivered  by  the  Royal  Treasury,  the 
10th  of  June,  1776,  and  two  other  millions  advanced 
also  by  the  Royal  Treasury,  in  1777,  on  four  receipts 
of  the  Deputies  of  Congress,  of  the  17th  of  January, 
3d  of  April,  10th  of  June,  and  15th  of  October,  of  the 
same  year.  This  explanation  will,  Sir,  1  hope,  resolve 
your  doubt  touching  the  advance  of  the  3d  of  June, 
1777.  I  further  recommend  to  you,  Sir,  to  confer  on 
this  subject  with  M.  Gojard,  who  ought  to  be  better 
informed  than  we,  who  had  no  knowledge  of  any  ad- 
vances, but  those  made  by  the  Royal  Treasury.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

DURIVAL. 


FROM    M.    DURIVAL    TO    MR.    GRAND. 

Translation. 

Versailles,  5  September,  1786. 

Sir, 
I  laid  before  the  Count  de  Vergennes  the  two  let- 
ters which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write,  touching 
the  three  millions,  the  free  gift  of  which  the  King  has 
confirmed  in  favor  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
The  minister,  Sir,  observed,  that  this  gift  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  million,  which  the  Congress  may  have 
received  from  the  Farmers -General  in  1777;  conse- 
quently he  thinks,  that  the  receipt,  which  you  desire 
may  be  communicated  to  you,  cannot  satisfy  the  object 
of  your  view,  and  that  it  would  be  useless  to  give  you 
the  copy  which  you  desire.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  perfect  attachment,  &,c. 

DURIVAL. 
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FROM    MR.    GRAND    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Paris,  9  September,  1786. 

My  dear  Sir, 

The  letter  you  honored  me  with,  covered  the  copies 
of  three  letters,  which  Mr.  Thomson  wrote  you  in  order 
to  obtain  an  explanation  of  a  million,  which  is  not  to  be 
found  in  my  accounts.  I  should  have  been  very  much 
embarrassed  in  satisfying  and  proving  to  him,  that  I 
had  not  put  that  million  in  my  pocket,  had  I  not  ap- 
plied to  M.  Durival,  who,  as  you  will  see  by  the  answer 
enclosed,  informs  me,  that  there  was  a  million  paid  by 
the  Royal  Treasury,  on  the  10th  of  June,  1776.  This 
is  the  very  million  about  which  Mr.  Thomson  inquires, 
as  I  have  kept  an  account  of  the  other  two  millions, 
which  were  also  furnished  by  the  Royal  Treasury,  viz. 
the  one  million  in  January  and  April,  1777,  the  other 
in  July  and  October  of  the  same  year,  as  well  as  that 
furnished  by  the  Farmers- General  in  June,  1777. 

Here,  then,  are  the  three  millions  exactly,  which  were 
given  by  the  King  before  the  treaty  of  1778,  and  that 
furnished  by  the  Farmers -General.  Nothing  then  re- 
mains to  be  known,  but  who  received  the  first  million 
in  June,  1776.  It  could  not  be  myself,  as  I  was  not 
charged  with  the  business  of  Congress  until  January, 
1777.  I  therefore  requested  of  M.  Durival  a  copy  of 
the  receipt  for  the  one  million.  You  have  the  answer, 
which  he  returned  to  me.  I  have  written  to  him  again, 
renewing  my  request;  but,  as  the  courier  is  just  setting 
off,  I  cannot  wait  to  give  you  his  answer,  but  you  will 
receive  it  in  my  next,  if  I  obtain  one.  In  the  mean 
while,  I  beg  you  will  receive  the  assurances  of  the 
sentiments  of  respect,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  my  dear  Sir,  &c.  Grand. 
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FROM.    M.    DURIVAL    TO    MR.    GRAND. 

Translation. 

Versailles,  10  September,  1786. 

Sir, 
I  have  laid  before  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  as  you 
seemed  to  desire,  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  yesterday.  The  minister  persists  in  the 
opinion,  that  the  receipt,  the  copy  of  which  you  re- 
quest, has  no  relation  to  the  business  with  which  you 
were  intrusted  on  behalf  of  Congress,  and  that  this 
document  would  be  useless  in  the  new  point  of  view  in 
which  you  have  placed  it.  Indeed,  Sir,  it  is  easy  for 
you  to  prove,  that  the  money  in  question  was  not  de- 
livered by  the  Royal  Treasury  into  your  hands,  as  you 
did  not  begin  to  be  charged  with  the  business  of 
Congress  until  January,  1777,  and  the  receipt  for  that 
money  is  of  the  10th  of  June,  1776.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  with  perfect  attachment,  Sir,  &c. 

DURIVAL. 


FROM    MR.    GRAND    TO    B.  FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Paris,  12  September,  1786. 

Sir, 
I  hazard  a  letter  in  hopes  it  may  be  able  to  join 
that  of  the  9th  at  L'Orient,  in  order  to  forward  to  you 
the  answer  I  have  just  received  from  M.  Durival.  You 
will  there  see,  that,  notwithstanding  my  entreaty,  the 
minister  himself  refuses  to  give  me  a  copy  of  the  re- 
ceipt which  I  asked  for.  I  cannot  conceive  the  rea- 
son for  this  reserve,  more  especially  since,  if  there  has 
been  a  million  paid,  he  who  has  received  it  has  kept 
the  account,  and  it  must  in  time   be   known.     I  shall 
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hear  with  pleasure,  that  you  have  been  more  fortunate 
in  this  respect  in  America  than  I  have  been  in  France ; 
and  I  repeat  to  you  the  assurance  of  the  sentiments 
of  regard,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Grand. 


FROM    THOMAS    PERCIVAL   TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Influence  of  Manufacturing  Establishments  on  the  Purity 
of  the  Air.  —  Priestley,  Kippis,  Price. 

Manchester,  27  October,  1786. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received,  with  very  great  pleasure,  your  obliging 
letter  by  Mr.  Vaughan ;  and  delivered  to  our  Literary 
Society  the  volume  of  American  Philosophical  Trans- 
actions which  accompanied  it.  The  donation  was  high- 
ly acceptable,  both  from  its  intrinsic  value,  and  as  a 
pledge  of  friendly  correspondence  with  the  excellent 
institution  over  which  you  preside.  The  formal  ac- 
knowledgment of  such  favors  is  the  official  duty  of 
our  secretaries ;  and  they  have  been  directed  to  return 
our  thanks  in  the  most  grateful  and  respectful  terms, 
together  with  the  present  of  our  Memoirs.  The  dif- 
fusion of  the  arts  and  sciences  through  so  many  ex- 
tensive regions  of  the  globe  must  afford  a  subject  of 
contemplation  peculiarly  satisfactory  to  your  mind ;  as 
you  cannot  but  feel  the  delightful  consciousness  of 
having  been  a  principal  instrument,  under  Providence, 
in  its  accomplishment.  And  I  hope  that  sun,  which 
has  so  long  blessed  the  nations,  will  not  set  till  the 
interests  of  truth  and  knowledge,  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  are  firmly  established  in  the  western  hemisphere, 
which  it  now  enlightens. 

vol.  x.  35 
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Your  valuable  papers  on  Chimneys,  and  on  the  Con- 
sumption of  Smoke,  have  arrived  very  seasonably  to 
aid  a  plan  which  I  have  in  view.  It  is  my  intention 
to  offer  a  representation  to  our  magistrates,  at  the  en- 
suing Quarter  Sessions,  of  the  expediency  and  neces- 
sity of  adopting  some  measures  to  purify  the  air  of 
Manchester;  for  they  are  guardians  of  the  health,  as  well 
as  of  the  morals,  of  their  fellow  citizens.  And,  though 
works,  which  are  essential  to  the  prosecution  of  trade, 
ought  not  to  be  deemed  nuisances,  the  persons  who 
are  engaged  in  them  should  be  induced  or  compelled 
to  conduct  them  in  a  manner,  as  little  injurious  as 
possible  to  the  public.  This  town  now  contains  about 
forty-six  thousand  inhabitants  ;  and  I  observe,  with  con- 
cern, an  annual  and  large  increase  of  pulmonic  com- 
plaints. To  the  offensive  fumes  which  we  breathe,  I 
apprehend,  these  distressing  and  fatal  maladies  are 
chiefly  to  be  ascribed.  The  smoke  from  the  velvet 
dress  works  is  particularly  acrimonious  and  offensive  to 
the  lungs;  and  it  is  so  copious,  even  from  a  single 
chimney,  as  to  scatter  a  shower  of  soot  over  a  very 
considerable  space.  I  shall  think  myself  much  obliged 
by  the  communication  of  any  hints,  that  your  knowl- 
edge or  experience  may  suggest  on  this  subject,  which 
is  interesting  not  only  to  Manchester,  but  to  most  other 
manufacturing  towns. 

We  have  now  established  here  an  institution  on  a 
plan  similar  to  the  late  Academy  at  Warrington ;  and, 
in  conjunction  with  this,  a  medical  school  is  formed, 
which  seems  to  bid  fair  for  eminent  success.  I  will 
send  you  our  Reports,  when  the  Manchester  Memoirs 
are  forwarded  to  you. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Priestley  have  been  here  this  summer, 
together   with   Dr.  Kippis.      Dr.  Priestley  is   not  in  a 
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very  good  state  of  health,  having  had  a  return  of  the 
complaint  with  which  he  was  visited  several  years  ago; 
but  his  spirits  and  ardor  do  not  desert  him.  He  is  at 
this  time  zealously  engaged  in  attempts  to  convert  the 
Jews  to  Christianity.  For  this  undertaking  he  believes 
himself  peculiarly  well  fitted,  as  it  is  a  part  of  his 
creed,  that  Jesus  Christ  was  the  actual  son  of  Joseph, 
and  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  house  of  David.  But 
the  Jewish  rabbis  have  declared  their  resolution  to 
enter  into  no  discussion  on  these  topics,  being  for- 
bidden, as  they  allege,  by  their  most  sacred  laws. 

Dr.  Kippis  is  busied  with  the  Life  of  Captain  Cook, 
which  is  to  be  published  separately,  as  well  as  in  the 
Biographia  Britannica.  Our  excellent  friend,  Dr.  Price, 
is,  I  hear,  deeply  affected  with  the  death  of  his  wife. 
A  fresh  paralytic  stroke  carried  her  off  about  a  month 
since.  The  Doctor  is  preparing  for  the  press  a  volume 
of  Sermons  in  support  of  the  Arian  doctrine,  and  an  en- 
larged edition  of  his  valuable  "Review  of  the  Principal 
Questions  and  Difficulties  in  Morals."  The  College  of 
Physicians  in  London  have  just  printed  a  specimen  of 
a  new  Pharmacopeia.  The  President  has  favored  me 
with  a  copy ;  and  I  think  the  Dispensatory,  on  the 
whole,  is  likely  to  be  much  improved. 

I  have  already  transmitted,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Rush, 
my  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  American  Philo- 
sophical Society  for  the  honor  of  being  elected  into 
their  body.  To  you  I  am  doubtless  much  indebted 
for  this  mark  of  distinction.  Accept  my  best  thanks; 
and  believe  me  to  be,  with  the  most  cordial  respect 
and  esteem,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

Thomas  Percival. 
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TO    WILLIAM    HUNTER. 

Condition  of  Jlmerica. 

Philadelphia,  24  November,  1786. 

My  dear  old  Friend, 

It  rejoiced  me  much  to  learn,  by  your  kind  letter 
of  February  last,  which  I  received  about  ten  days  since, 
that  you  are  still  in  the  land  of  the  living;  and  that 
you  are  still  at  Bath,  the  very  place  that  I  think  gives 
you  the  best  chance  of  passing  the  evening  of  life 
agreeably.  I  too  am  got  into  my  niche,  after  being 
kept  out  of  it  twenty-four  years  by  foreign  employ- 
ments. It  is  a  very  good  house  that  I  built  so  long 
ago  to  retire  into,  without  being  able  till  now  to  enjoy 
it.  I  am  again  surrounded  by  my  friends,  with  a  fine 
family  of  grandchildren  about  my  knees,  and  an  affec- 
tionate good  daughter  and  son-in-law  to  take  care  of 
me.  And,  after  fifty  years'  public  service,  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  find  the  esteem  of  my  country  with  regard 
to  me  undiminished ;  the  late  reelection  of  me  to 
the  presidentship,  notwithstanding  the  different  parties 
we  are  split  into,  being  absolutely  unanimous.  This  I 
tell  you,  not  merely  to  indulge  my  own  vanity,  but  be- 
cause I  know  you  love  me,  and  will  be  pleased  to 
hear  of  whatever  happens  that  is  agreeable  to  your 
friend. 

I  find  Mr.  Anstey,*  whom  you  recommend  to  me, 
a  very  agreeable,  sensible  man,  and  shall  render  him 
any  service  that  may  lie  in  my  power.  I  thank  you 
for  the  "New  Bath  Guide."  I  had  read  it  formerly, 
but  it  has  afforded  me  fresh  pleasure. 


#  Mr.  Anstey  was  a  commissioner  sent  over  by  the  British  government 
to  settle  the  affairs  of  the  refugees  in  America. 
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Your  newspapers,  to  please  honest  John  Bull,  paint 
our  situation  here  in  frightful  colors,  as  if  we  were  very 
miserable  since  we  broke  our  connexion  with  him. 
But  I  will  give  you  some  remarks  by  which  you  may 
form  your  own  judgment.  Our  husbandmen,  who  are 
the  bulk  of  the  nation,  have  had  plentiful  crops,  their 
produce  sells  at  high  prices  and  for  ready,  hard  money ; 
wheat,  for  instance,  at  eight  shillings,  and  eight  shillings 
and  sixpence,  a  bushel.  Our  working  people  are  all 
employed  and  get  high  wages,  are  well  fed  and  well 
clad.  Our  estates  in  houses  are  trebled  in  value  by 
the  rising  of  rents  since  the  Revolution.  Buildings  in 
Philadelphia  increase  amazingly,  besides  small  towns 
rising  in  every  quarter  of  the  country.  The  laws  gov- 
ern, justice  is  well  administered,  and  property  as  secure 
as  in  any  country  on  the  globe.  Our  wilderness  lands 
are  daily  buying  up  by  new  settlers,  and  our  settle- 
ments extend  rapidly  to  the  westward.  European 
goods  were  never  so  cheaply  afforded  us,  as  since 
Britain  has  no  longer  the  monopoly  of  supplying  us. 
In  short,  all  among  us  may  be  happy,  who  have  hap- 
py dispositions ;  such  being  necessary  to  happiness  even 
in  Paradise. 

I  speak  these  things  of  Pennsylvania,  with  which  I 
am  most  acquainted.  As  to  the  other  States,  when  I 
read  in  all  the  papers  of  the  extravagant  rejoicings 
every  4th  of  July,  the  day  on  which  was  signed  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  I  am  convinced,  that  none 
of  them  are  discontented  with  the  Revolution.  Adieu, 
my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  ever,  with  sincere  es- 
teem and  affection,  yours  most  truly, 

B.  Franklin. 


vol.  x. 
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FROM    M.    DE    SAUSSURE    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Travels  in  the  Alps.  —  Account  of  the  first  Ascent  to 
the  Summit  of  Mont  Blanc  by  M.  Paccard.  and 
M.  de  Saussure's  unsuccessful  Attempt 

Translation. 

Geneva,  17  December,  1786. 

Sir, 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  requesting  Messrs.  Van 
Neck  &,  Co.  of  London,  to  forward  to  you  in  Ameri- 
ca the  second  volume  of  my  Voyages  dans  les  Alpes. 
I  am  very  desirous,  that  this  work  should  be  found 
wrorthy  of  your  approbation,  or  at  least,  that  you  should 
not  think  it  was  hardly  worth  sending  so  far.  Al- 
though there  are  few  branches  of  human  knowledge, 
with  which  you  are  unacquainted,  and  in  which  you 
have  not  given  proofs  of  your  genius,  you  have  ap- 
peared to  take  an  especial  interest  in  Natural  Philoso- 
phy, and  particularly  Electricity  and  Meteorology.  In 
this  volume  you  will  find  chapters  of  considerable 
length  on  these  two  subjects. 

The  structure  of  mountains  was  particularly  the  ob- 
ject of  my  research  in  these  travels;  but  at  the  same 
time  I  thought  I  ought  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
studying  the  constitution  of  the  atmosphere  at  heights 
which  are  seldom  reached ;  and  for  this  purpose  I  in- 
vented a  very  convenient  and  sensitive  electrometer, 
which  you  will  find  described  in  the  volume,  and  with 
which  I  made  some  curious  experiments  upon  the 
electricity  of  the  air  in  clear  weather.  I  found  this 
electricity  stronger  in  proportion  as  the  place  of  obser- 
vation was  higher  and  more  insulated.  I  am  very  de- 
sirous to  try  the  same  experiment  on  the  summit  of 
Mont  Blanc,  which  is,  as  you  know,  the  highest 
mountain  of  the  old  continent.     I  almost  despaired  of 
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being  able  to  reach  it,  when  I  finished  the  volume 
which  I  now  have  the  honor  to  send.  You  will  there 
see  an  account  of  my  fruitless  attempts.  Since  then, 
however,  I  have  obtained  information,  which  gives  me 
an  almost  certain  prospect  of  doing  it;  at  least,  if  I 
am  alive  and  in  good  health  next  June. 

Six  peasants  from  Chamouni  made  the  attempt  at 
the  beginning  of  last  summer,  and  went  to  a  great 
height,  though  they  did  not  reach  the  summit.  One 
of  them,  who  got  lost  while  looking  after  crystals,  was 
obliged  to  pass  the  night  in  the  snows  at  a  very  ele- 
vated point.  A  terrible  hailstorm  came  on,  and  his 
companions  gave  him  up  for  lost.  He  suffered  but 
little,  however.  The  next  morning  the  weather  was 
extremely  fine,  and,  as  it  was  very  early,  he  had  time 
to  examine  carefully  the  different  approaches  to  the 
summit,  and   to  fix  upon  the  proper  path  to  reach  it. 

On  his  return  to  Chamouni,  he  said  nothing  to  his 
companions,  but  he  communicated  his  views  to  a  young 
physician  named  Paccard,  who  had  also  several  times 
attempted  without  success  to  scale  the  mountain.  They 
went  and  slept  on  the  top  of  the  rocks  at  the  entrance 
of  the  snows,  and,  starting  again  at  break  of  day  on  the 
following  morning,  being  the  8th  of  August,  they  reach- 
ed the  summit  between  six  and  seven  in  the  evening. 
They  were  seen  there  with  spyglasses  from  Chamouni. 
The  Baron  de  Garsdorf  even  followed  them  with  a 
good  telescope  and  marked  out  their  path.  They  re- 
turned the  same  day,  or  rather  night,  with  excessive 
fatigue  and  danger,  their  faces  burnt,  swollen,  and  even 
bleeding ;  and  they  were  almost  blind  from  the  reflec- 
tion from  the  snow.  In  fact,  they  had  taken  no  pre- 
cautions whatever.* 

*  M.  Paccard  was  accompanied  by  M.  Balmat.  They  published  an 
account  of  this  enterprise,  entitled,  Premier  Voyage  a  la  Cime  de  la  plus 
haute  Montague  du  Continent. 
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As  soon  as  I  learned  the  success  of  their  enterprise, 
I  sent  a  number  of  peasants  to  build  me  a  place  of  shel- 
ter among  the  snows  near  some  insulated  rocks,  which 
are  half  way  up  the  snowy  part  of  the  mountain.  My 
intention  was  to  go  and  sleep  there,  and  thus  to  divide 
the  terrible  day's  work,  which  my  predecessors  had 
been  obliged  to  encounter.  I  went  to  Chamouni,  and 
slept  as  they  had  done  at  the  entrance  of  the  snows, 
but  there  came  on  in  the  night  a  furious  storm  and 
much  snow,  which  rendered  the  mountain  inaccessible 
for  the  rest  of  the  season.  But  my  hut  is  still  stand- 
ing, and  I  hope  to  accomplish  my  project  next  sum- 
mer. I  shall  need  your  ingenuity,  when  in  that  situa- 
tion, to  make  my  observations  as  useful  as  they  should 
be.*     I  am,  with  the  most  perfect  esteem,  Sir,  &c. 

De  Saussure. 


*  His  subsequent  attempt  was  successful.  He  reached  the  summit  of 
Mont  Blanc  on  the  3d  of  August,  1787.  An  account  of  his  ascent  is 
contained  in  the  Gentleman'' s  Magazine,  for  October  of  that  year.  The 
following  beautiful  tribute  to  the  genius  and  character  of  M.  de  Saus- 
sure is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Humphrey  Davy. 

"  Educated  amidst  the  magnificent  scenery  of  the  Alps,  this  illustrious 
person  felt  in  his  early  days  the  warmest  admiration  of  the  study  of 
geology,  and  his  whole  life  was  more  or  less  devoted  to  it.  Possessing 
from  nature  a  penetrating  genius,  he  assisted  her  efforts  by  all  the  re- 
finements and  resources  of  science.  In  his  researches  he  spared  no 
labor,  and  yielded  nothing  to  the  common  sentiment  of  self-love.  A 
constant  inhabitant  of  the  mountains,  he  has  exceeded  all  other  writers 
in  his  descriptions  of  them.  His  delineations  are  equally  vivid  and  cor- 
rect; and,  as  far  as  mere  language  is  capable,  they  awaken  pictures  in 
the  mind.  De  Saussure  has  presented  the  rare  instance  of  a  powerful 
imagination  associated  with  the  coolest  judgment;  of  the  brilliancy  of 
ideas  and  feelings  of  the  poet,  connected  with  the  minute  researches  and 
deep  sagacity  of  the  philosopher." 
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TO    THOMAS    PAINE.* 

Dissuading  him  from  publishing  a  Work  of  an  irre- 
ligious Tendency. 

[Date  uncertain.] 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  read  your  manuscript  with  some  attention. 
By  the  argument  it  contains  against  a  particular  Prov- 
idence, though  you  allow  a  general  Providence,  you 
strike  at  the  foundations  of  all  religion.  For  without 
the  belief  of  a  Providence,  that  takes  cognizance  of, 
guards,  and  guides,  and  may  favor  particular  persons, 
there  is  no  motive  to  worship  a  Deity,  to  fear  his  dis- 
pleasure, or  to  pray  for  his  protection.  I  will  not  enter 
into  any  discussion  of  your  principles,  though  you  seem 
to  desire  it.  At  present  I  shall  only  give  you  my  opin- 
ion, that,  though  your  reasonings  are  subtile,  and  may 
prevail  with  some  readers,  you  will  not  succeed  so  as 
to  change  the  general  sentiments  of  mankind  on  that 
subject,  and  the  consequence  of  printing  this  piece  will 

*  This  letter  was  first  published  by  William  Temple  Franklin,  but 
without  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  it  was  directed.  He  prob- 
ably transcribed  it  from  a  rough  draft,  in  which  the  name  was  not 
mentioned.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  written  to  Thomas  Paine,  and 
the  circumstances  are  such  as  to  render  this  supposition  in  the  highest 
degree  probable.  In  the  early  part  of  the  Revolution,  Paine  was  in  the 
habit  of  consulting  Dr.  Franklin  about  his  political  writings,  and  the 
latter  is  understood  to  have  aided  Paine,  at  least  by  his  suggestions  and 
advice,  in  preparing  some  of  his  celebrated  political  essays.  Paine 
was  in  America  when  Dr.  Franklin  returned  from  France,  and  often 
consulted  him  respecting  his  private  affairs  ;  and,  when  he  went  to  Eu- 
rope with  his  model  of  a  newly  invented  bridge,  in  which  he  thought  he 
had  made  essential  improvements  upon  former  inventions  in  the  art  of 
building  bridges,  Dr.  Franklin  gave  him  letters  of  introduction  to  the 
Duke  de la  Rochefoucauld,  M.  le  Veillard,  and  some  of  his  other  friends 
in  Paris.  It  may  be  added,  moreover,  that  the  remarks  in  the  above 
letter  are  strictly  applicable  to  the  deistical  writings,  which  Paine  after- 
wards published. 

vol.  x.  36  x* 
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be,  a  great  deal  of  odium  drawn  upon  yourself,  mis- 
chief to  you,  and  no  benefit  to  others.  He  that  spits 
against  the  wind,  spits  in  his  own  face. 

But,  were  you  to  succeed,  do  you  imagine  any  good 
would  be  done  by  it?  You  yourself  may  find  it  easy 
to  live  a  virtuous  life,  without  the  assistance  afforded 
by  religion ;  you  having  a  clear  perception  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  virtue,  and  the  disadvantages  of  vice,  and 
possessing  a  strength  of  resolution  sufficient  to  enable 
you  to  resist  common  temptations.  But  think  how 
great  a  portion  of  mankind  consists  of  weak  and  ig- 
norant men  and  wTomen,  and  of  inexperienced,  incon- 
siderate youth  of  both  sexes,  who  have  need  of  the 
motives  of  religion  to  restrain  them  from  vice,  to  sup- 
port their  virtue,  and  retain  them  in  the  practice  of 
it  till  it  becomes  habitual,  which  is  the  great  point  for 
its  security.  And  perhaps  you  are  indebted  to  her 
originally,  that  is,  to  your  religious  education,  for  the 
habits  of  virtue  upon  which  you  now  justly  value  your- 
self. You  might  easily  display  your  excellent  talents 
of  reasoning  upon  a  less  hazardous  subject,  and  there- 
by obtain  a  rank  with  our  most  distinguished  authors. 
For  among  us  it  is  not  necessary,  as  among  the  Hot- 
tentots, that  a  youth,  to  be  raised  into  the  company  of 
men,  should  prove  his  manhood  by  beating  his  mother. 

I  would  advise  you,  therefore,  not  to  attempt  un- 
chaining the  tiger,  but  to  burn  this  piece  before  it  is 
seen  by  any  other  person ;  whereby  you  will  save  your- 
self a  great  deal  of  mortification  by  the  enemies  it  may 
raise  against  you,  and  perhaps  a  good  deal  of  regret 
and  repentance.  If  men  are  so  wicked  with  religion, 
what  would  they  be  if  without  it.  I  intend  this  letter 
itself  as  a  proof  of  my  friendship,  and  therefore  add  no 
professions  to  it;  but  subscribe  simply  yours, 

B.  Franklin. 
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FROM    RICHARD    PRICE    TO    B.   FRANKLIN. 

Newington  Green,  26  January,  1787. 

Dear  Friend, 

Your  letter  by  Mr.  Nicklin  gave  me  great  pleasure. 
I  know  your  time  and  attention  must  be  much  en- 
gaged by  a  variety  of  important  business,  and  therefore 
every  line  I  receive  from  you  I  must  reckon  a  greater 
favor  than  I  have  reason  to  expect.  Since  the  recep- 
tion of  your  letter,  I  have  heard  by  Mr.  Vaughan, 
that  you  continue  well,  and  Dr.  Rush  has  informed  me, 
that  you  think  you  have  received  benefit  from  the 
remedy  recommended  in  Dr.  Faulkner's  book.  Such 
accounts  cannot  but  be  agreeable  to  me,  and  it  is  my 
ardent  wish,  that  your  comfort  and  usefulness  may  be 
continued  as  long  as  possible.  I  have  myself  been  a 
great  sufferer;  I  mean,  by  the  loss  of  Mrs.  Price,  who 
died  of  the  palsy  in  September  last,  after  a  long  period 
of  languor  and  decrepitude.  This  has  made  me  feel 
like  a  forsaken  creature,  and  shocked  my  spirits  sadly. 

We  have  an  acquisition  here  by  the  arrival  of  Mrs. 
Vaughan  and  her  daughters,  and  we  hope  Mr.  Vaughan 
will  not  stay  long  after  them.  I  return  you  many 
thanks  for  your  intention  to  send  me  the  second  volume 
of  the  Transactions  of  the  Philosophical  Society  at 
Philadelphia ;  but,  through  some  mistake,  I  have  not 
yet  received  it.  The  value  of  it  is,  I  find,  much  in- 
creased by  your  communications. 

I  have  sent  to  you  by  Dr.  White  a  volume  of  Ser- 
mons, which  I  have  just  published.  I  could  almost 
wish  you  would  not  look  into  them.  I  mean  to  serve 
the  cause  of  truth  and  virtue  by  them,  but  I  may  be 
much  mistaken,  and  I  cannot  but  fear  they  are  not 
sufficiently  fit  for  your  perusal.  I  have  been  happy  in 
the  conversation  of  Dr.  White  and  Dr.  Provost ;  and,  as 
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it  seems  the  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Amer- 
ica must  have  bishops,  I  am  glad  they  have  directed 
their  views  to  gentlemen  so  worthy  and  liberal.  I  find 
there  are  great  disorders  in  some  of  the  United  States ; 
but  you  comfort  me  by  saying  they  will  all  end  well. 
Your  advice  and  counsels  will,  I  doubt  not,  contribute 
much  to  this  end.  That  you  may  enjoy  this  and  every 
other  satisfaction,  that  can  make  the  remainder  of  a  life, 
that  will  be  one  of  the  most  distinguished  in  future 
annals,  honorable  and  happy,  is,  my  dear  friend,  the 
wish  of  yours  most  gratefully  and  affectionately, 

Richard  Price. 

P.  S.  Baron  Maseres  informs  me,  that  in  a  letter  to 
him  you  gave  an  intimation  of  a  method  of  paying  off 
the  national  debt,  which  you  thought  easier  and  cheaper 
than  any  method  that  has  been  yet  proposed.  He 
has  desired  me  to  present  his  respects  to  you,  and  to 
tell  you,  that  he  wishes  to  know  what  this  method  is. 
You  did,  he  says,  encourage  him  in  your  letter,  to  ex- 
pect that  you  would  give  him  this  information.  The 
advertisement  of  the  expected  return  of  a  comet  next 
year,  I  convey  to  you  by  the  desire  of  Dr.  Maskelyne. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Sending  a  Copy  of  his  Work  on  the  Constitutions  and 
Government  of  the   United  States. 

Grosvenor  Square,  27  January,  1787. 

Sir, 

Dr.  White  has  been  so  obliging  to  me  as  to  take  with 

him  to  America  two  volumes,  one  for  your  Excellency 

and  one  for  the  Philosophical  Society  of  Philadelphia,  of 

a  production  of  mine,  suggested   by  the   late   popular 
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frenzy  in  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire.  It  con- 
tains my  confession  of  political  faith,  and,  if  it  is  heresy, 
I  shall,  I  suppose,  be  cast  out  of  communion.  But  it  is 
the  only  sense  in  which  I  am  or  ever  was  a  republican, 
and  in  such  times  I  hold  concealment  of  sentiments  to 
be  no  better  than  countenancing  sedition.  Let  me  beg 
your  Excellency's  acceptance  of  one  volume,  and  that 
you  would  present  the  other  to  the  Philosophical  So- 
ciety with  my  respectful  thanks  for  the  volume  of  their 
Transactions,  transmitted  to  me  by  your  Excellency  in 
their  name.     That  work  is  in  good  reputation  here. 

Mr.  Dilly  has  often  requested  me  to  mention  to  your 
Excellency  his  great  desire  of  publishing  a  new  edition 
of  your  works,  and  a  sketch  of  your  life ;  and  his  in- 
clination is  much  quickened,  since  he  learned  that  you 
had  been  advised  to  write  it  with  your  own  hand. 
Enclosed  is  a  note,  which  I  received  from  him  this 
morning.  Mr.  Dilly  is  as  honest  a  man  as  any  of  the 
trade  here,  and  as  much  esteemed  by  men  of  letters ; 
so  that  I  believe  you  may  depend  upon  his  honor  and 
skill.  My  regards  to  Mr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Bache,  if 
you  please.  With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  Sir,  &,c.  John  Adams. 


TO    CHARLES    THOMSON,  SECRETARY    OF    CONGRESS. 

Concerning  a  Million  of  Livres  given  by  the  King  of 

France. 

Philadelphia,  27  January,  1787. 

Dear  Friend, 
You  may  remember,  that  in  the  correspondence  be- 
tween us  in  June  last,  on  the  subject  of  a  million  free 
gift  of  the  King  of  France,  acknowledged  in  our  con- 
tract to  have  been  received,  but  which  did  not  appear 
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to  be  accounted  for  in  our  banker's  accounts,  unless 
it  should  be  the  same  with  the  million  said  to  be  re- 
ceived from  the  Farmers- General,  I  mentioned,  that  an 
explanation  might  doubtless  be  easily  obtained  by 
writing  to  Mr.  Grand,  or  Mr.  Jefferson.  I  know  not 
whether  you  have  accordingly  written  to  either  of  them ; 
but,  being  desirous  that  the  matter  should  speedily  be 
cleared  up,  I  wrote  myself  to  Mr.  Grand  a  letter  upon 
it,  of  which  I  now  enclose  a  copy,  with  his  answers, 
and  several  letters  from  M.  Durival,  who  is  Chef  du 
Bureau  des  Fonds  (and  has  under  his  care  the  finance) 
des  Jiff  aires  Etrangercs* 

You  will  see  by  these  letters,  that  the  million  in 
question  was  delivered  to  somebody  on  the  10th  of 
June,  1776,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  whom.  It  is 
clear,  however,  that  it  could  not  be  to  Mr.  Grand  nor  to 
the  Commissioners  from  Congress ;  for  we  did  not  meet 
in  France  till  the  end  of  December,  1776,  or  beginning 
of  January  1777,  and  that  banker  was  not  charged  be- 
fore with  our  affairs. 

By  the  minister's  reserve  in  refusing  him  a  copy  of 
the  receipt,  I  conjecture  it  must  be  money  advanced 
for  our  use  to  M.  de  Beaumarchais,  and  that  it  is  a 
mystere  du  cabinet,  which  perhaps  should  not  be  fur- 
ther inquired  into,  unless  necessary  to  guard  against 
more  demands  than  may  be  just  from  that  agent ;  for 
it  may  well  be  supposed,  that,  if  the  court  furnished 
him  with  the  means  of  supplying  us,  they  may  not  be 
willing  to  furnish  authentic  proofs  of  such  a  transac- 
tion so  early  in  our  dispute  with  Britain.  Pray  tell  me, 
has  he  dropped  his  demands,  or  does  he  still  continue 
to  worry  you  with  them? 

I  should  like  to  have  these  original  letters  returned 

*  See  these  letters  above,  pp.  265,  269-272. 
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to  me,  but  you  may,  if  you  please,  keep  copies  of  them. 
It  is  true,  the  million  in  question  makes  no  difference 
in  your  accounts  with  the  King  of  France,  it  not  being 
mentioned  or  charged,  as  so  much  lent  and  to  be  re- 
paid, but  stated  as  freely  given.  Yet,  if  it  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  any  of  your  agents,  or  ministers,  they 
ought  certainly  to  account  for  it.  I  do  not  recollect 
whether  Mr.  Deane  had  arrived  in  France  before  the 
10th  of  June,  1776;*  but  from  his  great  want  of 
money,  when  I  joined  him  a  few  months  after,  I  hardly 
think  it  could  have  been  paid  to  him.  Possibly  Mr. 
Jefferson  may  obtain  the  information,  though  Mr.  Grand 
could  not,  and  I  wish  he  may  be  directed  to  make  the 
inquiry,  as  I  know  he  would  do  it  directly ;  I  mean,  if, 
by  Hortalez  and  Co.'s  further  demands,  or  for  any 
other  reason,  such  an  inquiry  should  be  thought  neces- 
sary.!    I  am,  &,c.  B.  Franklin. 


TO    ALEXANDER    SMALL. 

Book  of  Common  Prayer.  — England.  —  Refugees. 

Philadelphia,  19  February,  1787. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  favor  of  June  last,  and  thank  you 

for   the   kind    congratulations   contained    in   it.      What 

you  have  heard  of  my  malady  is  true,  "that  it  does 

not   grow  worse."      Thanks  be  to   God,  I  still  enjoy 


*  Deane  did  not  arrive  in  Paris  till  the  first  week  in  July. 

t  This  matter  was  not  cleared  up  till  1794,  when  Gouverneur  Morris 
was  American  Minister  in  Paris.  By  application  to  the  government  he 
procured  a  copy  of  the  receipt,  which  had  been  given  by  the  person 
who  received  the  million  of  livres  on  the  10th  of  June,  1776.  It  proved 
to  be  Beaumarchais,  as  Dr.  Franklin  had  conjectured.  See  Sparks's 
Life  of  Gouverneur  Morris,  Vol.  II.  p.  446. 

While  the  correspondence   with   the   banker   in  Paris  was  going  on, 
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pleasure  in  the  society  of  my  friends  and  books,  and 
much  more  in  the  prosperity  of  my  country,  concerning 
which  your  people  are  continually  deceiving  themselves. 

1  am  glad  the  improvement  of  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer*  has  met  with  your  approbation,  and  that  of 
good  Mrs.  Baldwin.  It  is  not  yet,  that  I  know  of,  re- 
ceived in  public  practice  anywhere ;  but,  as  it  is  said 
that  good  motions  never  die,  perhaps  in  time  it  may 
be  found  useful. 

I  read  with  pleasure  the  account  you  gave  of  the 
flourishing  state  of  your  commerce  and  manufactures, 
and  of  the  plenty  you  have  of  resources  to  carry  the 
nation  through  all  its  difficulties.  You  have  one  of 
the  finest  countries  in  the  world,  and,  if  you  can  be 
cured  of  the  folly  of  making  war  for  trade,  (in  which 
wars  more  has  been  always  expended  than  the  profits 
of  any  trade  can  compensate,)  you  may  make  it  one  of 
the  happiest.  Make  the  best  of  your  own  natural  ad- 
vantages, instead  of  endeavouring  to  diminish  those  of 
other  nations,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  you  may 
yet  prosper  and  flourish.  Your  beginning  to  consider 
France  no  longer  as  a  natural  enemy,  is  a  mark  of 
progress  in  the  good  sense  of  the  nation,  of  which 
posterity  will  find  the  benefit,  in  the  rarity  of  wars,  the 
diminution  of  taxes,  and  increase  of  riches. 

As  to  the  refugees,  whom  you  think  we  were  so 
impolitic  in  rejecting,  I  do  not  find  that  they  are  missed 
here,  or  that  anybody  regrets  their  absence.  And  cer- 
tainly they  must  be  happier  where  they  are,  under  the 
government  they  admire ;  and  be  better  received  among 
a  people,  whose  cause  they  espoused  and  fought  for, 

Dr.  Franklin's  enemies  in  Congress  made  themselves  busy  in  propagating 
a  report,  that  he  was  a  defaulter  to  the  amount  of  one  million  of  livres, 
and  thus  gave  currency  to  a  most  unjust  and  injurious  suspicion  against 
him  throughout  the  country. 

*  See  the  letter  to  Granville  Sharp,  above,  p.  205. 
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than  among  those  who  cannot  so  soon  have  forgotten 
the  destruction  of  their  habitations,  and  the  spilt  blood 
of  their  dearest  friends  and  near  relations. 

I  often  think  with  great  pleasure  on  the  happy  days 
I  passed  in  England  with  my  and  your  learned  and 
ingenious  friends,  who  have  left  us  to  join  the  majority 
in  the  world  of  spirits.  Every  one  of  them  now  knows 
more  than  all  of  us  they  have  left  behind.  It  is  to  me 
a  comfortable  reflection,  that,  since  we  must  live  for 
ever  in  a  future  state,  there  is  a  sufficient  stock  of 
amusement  in  reserve  for  us,  to  be  found  in  constant- 
ly learning  something  new  to  eternity,  the  present  quan- 
tity of  human  ignorance  infinitely  exceeding  that  of 
human  knowledge.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  and  believe 
me,  in  whatever  world,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin, 

in  his  eighty-second  year. 


TO    NEVIL    MASKELYNE. 

Philadelphia,  29  March,  1787. 

Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 
The  writer  of  the  enclosed  paper  concerning  the 
variation  of  the  compass,  and  the  important  use  which 
he  supposes  may  be  made  of  that  variation,  not  being 
satisfied  with  the  judgment  of  some  of  our  principal 
mathematicians  here,  has  earnestly  desired  me  to  com- 
municate it  to  some  of  my  learned  friends  in  Europe.* 
I  know  no  one  better  acquainted  with  the  subject  than 
yourself,  and,  as  I  cannot  refuse  complying  with  his 
request,  I  beg  you  will  excuse  my  giving  you  this 
trouble,    and    favor   me    with    a   line    expressing    your 

*  The  writer  here  alluded  to  was  John  Churchman,  who  published  a 
work,  entitled  The  Magnetic  Atlas,  in  which  he  advanced  a  new  theory 
of  the  variation  of  the  compass. 

VOL.  X.  37  Y 
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opinion ;  which  condescension  will  very  much   oblige, 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  Franklin.* 


FROM    JOHN    SEVIER    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Concerning  the  JYew  State  of  Franklin. 

State  of  Franklin,  Mount  Pleasant,  9  April,  1787. 

Sir, 

Permit  me  to  introduce  to  your  Excellency  the  sub- 
ject of  our  new  disputed  government.  In  the  year 
1784,  in  the  month  of  June,  the  legislature  of  North 
Carolina  ceded  to  Congress  all  their  claim  to  the  lands 
west  of  the  Appalachian  Mountains,  on  conditions  I 
make  no  doubt  you  are  acquainted  with,  as  the  act 
was  shortly  after  laid  before  Congress.  The  inhabitants 
of  this  country,  well  knowing  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  would  accept  the  cession,  and  having 
no  idea  that  North  Carolina  would  attempt  repealing 
the  act,  formed  themselves  into  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent State  by  the  name  of  Franklin. 

In  November  following,  North  Carolina  repealed  this 
act  of  cession.  In  May,  1785,  Congress  took  the  sev- 
eral acts  under  their  consideration,  and  entered  into 
resolves  respecting  the  same,  the  purport  of  which,  I 
presume,  you  are  acquainted  with.  The  government 
of  Franklin  was  carried  on  unmolested  by  North  Caro- 
lina, until  November,  1785,  when  that  legislature  passed 
an  act,  allowing  the  people  in  some  of  our  counties  to 
hold  elections  under  certain  regulations  unknown  to 
any  former  law;  whereby  a  few,  from  disaffection  and 
disappointment,  might  have  it  in  their  power  to  elect 
persons,  who  were  to  be  considered  the  legal  delega- 

*  See  the  answer  to  this  letter,  Vol.  VI.  p.  571. 
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tion  of  the  people.  This  was  done  and  countenanced ; 
and  at  their  last  session,  in  November,  1786,  they  have 
undertaken  to  reassume  their  jurisdiction  and  sovereign- 
ty over  the  State  of  Franklin,  notwithstanding  the 
whole  of  their  adherents  do  not  exceed  two  or  three 
hundred  against  a  majority  of  at  least  seven  thousand 
effective  militia.  They  have,  contrary  to  the  interest 
of  the  people  in  two  of  the  counties,  to  wit,  Washing- 
ton and  Sullivan,  by  their  acts  removed  the  former 
places  of  holding  courts  to  certain  places  convenient 
to  the  disaffected,  as  we  conceive,  in  order  that  they 
might  have  a  pretext  to  prevaricate  upon. 

I  have  thus  given  your  Excellency  the  outlines  of 
our  past  and  present  situation,  and  beg  leave  to  inform 
you,  that,  from  your  known  patriotic  and  benevolent 
disposition,  as  also  your  great  experience  and  wisdom, 
I  am,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  our  Council  of  State, 
induced  to  make  this  application,  that,  should  you,  from 
this  simple  statement  of  the  several  occurrences,  think 
our  cause  so  laudable,  as  to  give  us  your  approbation, 
you  would  be  pleased  to  condescend  to  write  on  the 
subject.  And  any  advice,  instruction,  or  encourage- 
ment, you  may  think  we  shall  deserve,  will  be  ac- 
knowledged in  the  most  grateful  manner. 

We  have  been  informed,  that  your  Excellency  some 
time  since  did  us  the  honor  to  write  to  us  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  State ;  if  so,  unfortunately  for  us,  the  letters 
have  miscarried,  and  are  not  come  to  hand.  Many 
safe  conveyances  might  be  had.  A  letter  may  be  sent 
by  the  bearer,  Captain  John  Woods,  if  he  should  re- 
turn by  the  way  of  Franklin ;  or,  if  it  were  directed  to 
the  care  of  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  it  would  come 
safe ;  and  perhaps  by  a  number  of  people  who  travel 
to  this  country.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &x. 

John  Sevier. 
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TO    M.    LE    VEILLARD. 

Philadelphia,  15  April,  1787. 

I  am  entirely  of  your  opinion,  that  our  indepen- 
dence is  not  quite  complete,  till  we  have  discharged  our 
public  debt.  This  State  is  not  behindhand  in  its  pro- 
portion; and  those,  which  are  in  arrear,  are  actually 
employed  in  contriving  means  to  discharge  their  respec- 
tive balances;  but  they  are  not  all  equally  diligent  in 
the  business,  nor  equally  successful.  The  whole  will, 
however,  be  paid,  I  am  persuaded,  in  a  few  years. 

The  English  have  not  yet  delivered  up  the  posts 
on  our  frontier,  agreeably  to  treaty.  The  pretence  is, 
that  our  merchants  here  have  not  paid  their  debts.  I 
was  a  little  provoked  when  I  first  heard  this,  and  I 
wrote  some  remarks  upon  it,  which  I  send  you.*  They 
have  been  written  near  a  year,  but  I  have  not  yet  pub- 
lished them,  being  unwilling  to  encourage  any  of  our 
people,  who  may  be  able  to  pay,  in  their  neglect  of  that 
duty.  The  paper  is  therefore  only  for  your  amuse- 
ment, and  that  of  our  excellent  friend  the  Duke  de  la 
Rochefoucauld. 

As  to  my  malady,  concerning  which  you  so  kindly 
inquire,  I  have  never  had  the  least  doubt  of  its  being 
the  stone ;  and  I  am  sensible  that  it  has  increased  ; 
but  on  the  whole  it  does  not  give  me  more  pain  than 
when  at  Passy.  People  who  live  long,  who  will  drink 
of  the  cup  of  life  to  the  very  bottom,  must  expect  to 
meet  with  some  of  the  usual  dregs  ;  and  when  I  re- 
flect on  the  number  of  terrible  maladies  human  nature 
is  subject  to,  I  think  myself  favored  in  having  to  my 
share  only  the  stone  and  gout. 

You  were  right  in  conjecturing,  that  I  wrote  the  re- 


*  See  The  Rtiorl  Courteous,  Vol.  II.  p.  498. 
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marks  on  the  "  Thoughts  concerning  Executive  Justice"  * 
I  have  no  copy  of  those  remarks  at  hand,  and  forget 
how  the  saying  was  introduced,  that  it  is  better  a 
thousand  guilty  persons  should  escape,  than  one  inno- 
cent suffer.  Your  criticisms  thereon  appear  to  be  just, 
and  I  imagine  you  may  have  misapprehended  my  in- 
tention in  mentioning  it.  I  always  thought,  with  you, 
that  the  prejudice  in  Europe,  which  supposes  a  family 
dishonored  by  the  punishment  of  one  of  its  members, 
was  very  absurd ;  it  being  on  the  contrary  my  opinion, 
that   a   rogue   hanged   out    of  a  family  does   it   more 

honor  than  ten  that  live  in  it. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    THE    DUKE    DE    LA    ROCHEFOUCAULD. 

Reply  to  his  Congratulations.  —  United  States.  —  Con- 
stitutions of  the  States.  —  Introduces  Thomas  Paine. 

Philadelphia,  15  April,  1787. 

I  have  been  happy  in  receiving  three  very  kind  let- 
ters from  my  greatly  respected  and  esteemed  friend, 
since  my  being  in  America.  They  are  dated  Novem- 
ber 30th,  1785,  February  8th,  1786,  and  January  14th, 
1787.  In  mine  of  this  date  to  M.  le  Veillard,  I  have 
made  the  best  apology  I  could  for  my  being  so  bad  a 
correspondent.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  a  repeti- 
tion of  it,  as  I  know  you  often  see  him.  I  will  only 
confess  my  fault,  and  trust  to  your  candor  and  good- 
ness for  my  pardon. 

Your  friendly  congratulations  on  my  arrival  and  re- 
ception here  were  very  obliging.  The  latter  was,  as 
you  have  heard,  extremely  flattering.     The  two  parties 


*  See  Vol.  IT.  p.  478. 

Y* 
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in  the  Assembly  and  Council,  the  constitutionists  and 
anti-constitutionists,  joined  in  requesting  my  service  as 
counsellor,  and  afterwards  in  electing  me  as  President. 
Of  seventy-four  members  in  Council  and  Assembly, 
who  voted  by  ballot,  there  was  in  my  first  election  but 
one  negative,  besides  my  own;  and  in  the  second, 
after  a  year's  service,  only  my  own.  And  I  experi- 
ence, from  all  the  principal  people  in  the  government, 
every  attention  and  assistance  that  can  be  desired  to- 
wards making  the  task  as  little  burdensome  to  me  as 
possible.  So  I  am  going  on  very  comfortably  hitherto 
with  my  second  year,  and  I  do  not  at  present  see  any 
likelihood  of  a  change ;  but  future  events  are  always 
uncertain,  being  governed  by  Providence  or  subject  to 
chances ;  and  popular  favor  is  very  precarious,  being 
sometimes  lost  as  well  as  gained  by  good  actions ;  so  I 
do  not  depend  on  a  continuance  of  my  present  happi- 
ness, and  therefore  shall  not  be  surprised,  if,  before  my 
time  of  service  expires,  something  should  happen  to 
diminish  it. 

These  States  in  general  enjoy  peace  and  plenty. 
There  have  been  some  disorders  in  the  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island  governments ;  those  in  the  former 
are  quelled  for  the  present ;  those  of  the  latter,  being 
contentions  for  and  against  paper  money,  will  probably 
continue  some  time.  Maryland  too  is  divided  on  the 
same  subject,  the  Assembly  being  for  it,  and  the  Sen- 
ate against  it.  Each  is  now  employed  in  endeavouring 
to  gain  the  people  to  its  party  against  the  next  elec- 
tions, and  it  is  probable  the  Assembly  may  prevail. 
Paper  money  in  moderate  quantities  has  been  found 
beneficial ;  when  more  than  the  occasions  of  commerce 
require,  it  depreciated  and  was  mischievous;  and  the 
populace  are  apt  to  demand  more  than  is  necessary. 
In  this  State  we  have  some,  and  it  is  useful,  and  I  do 
not  hear  any  clamor  for  more. 
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There  seems  to  be  but  little  thought  at  present  in 
the  particular  States,  of  mending  their  particular  con- 
stitutions ;  but  the  grand  Federal  Constitution  *  is  gen- 
erally blamed  as  not  having  given  sufficient  powers  to 
Congress,  the  federal  head.  A  convention  is  therefore 
appointed  to  revise  that  constitution,  and  propose  a 
better.  You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  paper,  that  your 
friend  is  to  be  one  in  that  business,  though  he  doubts 
his  malady  may  not  permit  his  giving  constant  at- 
tendance. I  am  glad  to  see,  that  you  are  named  as 
one  of  a  General  Assembly  to  be  convened  in  France. 
I  flatter  myself,  that  great  good  may  accrue  to  that 
dear  nation  from  the  deliberations  of  such  an  assembly. 
I  pray  God  to  give  it  his  blessing. 

I  sympathize  with  you  and  the  family  most  sincerely, 
in  the  great  loss  sustained  by  the  decease  of  that  ex- 
cellent woman. t  It  must  be  indeed  a  heavy  one.  My 
best  wishes  attend  those  that  remain,  and  that  the 
happiness  of  your  sweet  domestic  society  may  long 
continue  without  such  another  interruption. 

I  send  herewith  a  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  our 
Philosophical  Society  for  you,  another  for  M.  de  Con- 
dorcet,  and  a  third  for  the  Academy.  The  war  had 
interrupted  our  attempts  to  improve  ourselves  in  scien- 
tific matters,  but  we  now  begin  to  resume  them. 

The  bearer  of  this  is  Mr.  Paine,  the  author  of  a  fa- 
mous piece,  entitled  Common  Sense,  published  here  with 
great  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  people  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Revolution.  He  is  an  ingenious,  honest  man ; 
and  as  such  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your 
civilities.  He  carries  with  him  the  model  of  a  bridge 
of  a  new  construction,  his  own  invention,  concerning 
which  I  intended  to  have  recommended  him  to  M.  Pey- 

*  The  Old  Confederation. 

f  The    Duchess     d'Enville,  mother   of   the    Duke   de  la   Rochefou- 
cauld. —  W.  T.  F. 
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ronnet,  but  I  hear  he  is  no  more.  You  can  easily 
procure  Mr.  Paine  a  sight  of  the  models  and  drawings 
of  the  collection  appertaining  to  the  Pouts  et  Chaussees  ; 
they  must  afford  him  useful  lights  on  the  subject.  We 
want  a  bridge  over  our  river  Schuylkill,  and  have  no 
artist  here  regularly  bred  to  that  kind  of  architecture. 

My  grandsons  are  very  sensible  of  the  honor  of  your 
remembrance,  and  desire  me  to  present  their  respects. 
With  the  most  sincere  and  perfect  esteem  and  attach- 
ment, I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  &lc. 

B.  Fraivklin. 


TO    THE    MARQUIS    DE    CHASTELLUX. 

His  Journal  of  Travels.  —  Jssembly  of  Notables. 

Philadelphia,  17  April,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  pleasing  letter,  accompanied  by  the  in- 
valuable present  of  your  Journal,*  and  translation  of 
Colonel  Humphreys's  poem,  came  to  hand  but  lately, 
though  dated  in  June  last.  I  believe  they  have  been 
in  the  West  Indies.  They  have  given  me  a  great  deal 
of  pleasure  in  the  perusal,  as  every  thing  of  yours  al- 
ways did.  The  portrait  you  have  made  of  our  country 
and  people  is  what  in  painting  is  called  a  handsome 
likeness,  for  which  we  are  much  obliged  to  you.  We 
shall  be  the  better  for  it,  if  we  endeavour  to  merit  what 
you  kindly  say  in  our  favor,  and  to  correct  what  you 
justly  censure.  I  am  told  the  Journal  is  translated 
into  English,  and  printed  in  one  of  the  States,  I  know 
not  which,  not  having  seen  the   translation. 

The  newspapers  tell  us,  that  you  are  about  to  have 
an  Assembly  of  Notables,  to  consult  on  improvements 
of  your  government.     It  is  somewhat  singular,  that  we 

*  Journal  of  Travels  in  America. 
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should  be  engaged  in  the  same  project  here  at  the 
same  time ;  but  so  it  is,  and  a  convention  for  the  pur- 
pose of  revising  and  amending  our  federal  constitution 
is  to  meet  at  this  place  next  month.  I  hope  both  as- 
semblies will  be  blessed  with  success,  and  that  their 
deliberations  and  counsels  may  promote  the  happiness 
of  both  nations. 

In  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  government,  notwith- 
standing our  parties,  goes  on  at  present  very  smoothly, 
so  that  I  have  much  less  trouble  in  my  station  than 
was  expected.  Massachusetts  has  lately  been  disturb- 
ed by  some  disorderly  people ;  but  they  are  now  quel- 
led. The  rest  of  the  States  go  on  pretty  well,  except 
some  dissensions  in  Rhode  Island  and  Maryland  re- 
specting paper  money.  Mr.  Paine,  whom  you  know, 
and  who  undertakes  to  deliver  this  letter  to  you,  can 
give  you  full  information  of  our  affairs,  and  therefore  I 
need  not  enlarge  upon  them.  I  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend him  to  your  civilities.  I  have  fulfilled  all  your 
commissions  to  the  ladies  here,  who  are  much  flattered 
by  your  kind  remembrance  of  them.  My  family  join 
in  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  respect  with,  my  dear 
friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    MESSRS.   THE    ABBES    CHALUT    AND    ARNAUD. 

Philadelphia,  17  April,  1787. 

Dear  Friends, 

Your  reflections  on  our  situation,  compared  with  that 
of  many  nations  of  Europe,  are  very  sensible  and  just. 
Let  me  add,  that  only  a  virtuous  people  are  capable  of 
freedom.  As  nations  become  corrupt  and  vicious,  they 
have  more  need  of  masters. 

Our  public  affairs  go  on  as  well  as  can  reasonably 

vol.  x.  38 
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be  expected,  after  so  great  an  overturning.  We  have 
had  some  disorders  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
but  we  arrange  them  as  they  arise,  and  are  daily  mend- 
ing and  improving ;  so  that  I  have  no  doubt  but  all 
will  come  right  in  time.     Yours, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    THE    MARQUIS    DE    LAFAYETTE. 

Attempts  of  the  Enemies  of  America  to  disparage  that 
Country.  —  Constitutions  of  the  States.  —  Indian  Vo- 
cabularies. 

Philadelphia,  17  April,  1787, 

Dear  Friend, 

I  received  the  kind  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of 
writing,  in  February,  1786.  The  indolence  of  old  age, 
and  the  perpetual  teasing  of  too  much  business,  have 
made  me  so  bad  a  correspondent,  that  I  have  hardly 
written  a  letter  to  any  friend  in  Europe  during  the  last 
twelvemonth ;  but,  as  I  have  always  a  pleasure  in  hear- 
ing from  them,  which  I  cannot  expect  will  be  con- 
tinued if  I  do  not  write  to  them,  I  again  take  up  my 
pen,  and  begin  with  those  whose  correspondence  is  of 
the  greatest  value ;  among  which  I  reckon  that  of  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette. 

I  was  glad  to  hear  of  your  safe  return  to  Paris,  after 
so  long  and  fatiguing  a  journey.  That  is  the  place 
where  your  enlightened  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  our 
country  can  employ  itself  most  to  our  advantage,  and 
I  know  it  is  always  at  work  and  indefatigable.  Our 
enemies  are,  as  you  observe,  very  industrious  in  de- 
preciating our  national  character.  Their  abuse  some- 
times provokes  me,  and  I  am  almost  ready  to  retaliate ; 
but  I  have  held  my  hand,  though  there  is  abundant 
room   for  recrimination ;   because  I  would  do  nothing 
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that  might  hasten  another  quarrel  by  exasperating  those, 
who  are  still  sore  from  their  late  disgraces.  Perhaps 
it  may  be  best,  that  they  should  please  themselves  with 
fancying  us  weak,  and  poor,  and  divided,  and  friend- 
less ;  they  may  then  not  be  jealous  of  our  growing 
strength,  which,  since  the  peace,  does  really  make  rapid 
progress,  and  may  be  less  intent  on  interrupting  it. 

I  do  not  wonder  that  the  Germans,  who  know  little 
of  free  constitutions,  should  be  ready  to  suppose  that 
such  cannot  support  themselves.  We  think  they  may, 
and  we  hope  to  prove  it.  That  there  should  be  faults 
in  our  first  sketches  or  plans  of  government  is  not 
surprising;  rather,  considering  the  times,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  they  were  formed,  it  is  sur- 
prising that  the  faults  are  so  few.  Those  in  the  gen- 
eral confederating  articles  are  now  about  to  be  consid- 
ered in  a  convention  called  for  that  express  purpose ; 
these  will  indeed  be  the  most  difficult  to  rectify. 
Those  of  particular  States  will  undoubtedly  be  rectified, 
as  their  inconveniences  shall  by  experience  be  made 
manifest.  And,  whatever  difference  of  sentiment  there 
may  be  among  us  respecting  particular  regulations,  the 
enthusiastic  rejoicings,  with  which  the  day  of  declared 
independence  is  annually  celebrated,  demonstrate  the 
universal  satisfaction  of  the  people  with  the  Revolution 
and  its  grand  principles. 

I  enclose  the  vocabulary  you  sent  me,  with  the  words 
of  the  Shawanese  and  Delaware  languages,  which 
Colonel  Harmar  has  procured  for  me.  He  is  promised 
one  more  complete,  which  I  shall  send  you  as  soon  as 
it  comes  to  my  hands. 

My  grandson,  whom  you  so  kindly  inquire  after,  is  at 
his  estate  in  the  Jerseys,  and  amuses  himself  with  cul- 
tivating his  lands.  I  wish  he  would  seriously  make  a 
business  of  it,  and  renounce  all  thoughts  of  public  em- 
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ployment,  for  I  think  agriculture  the  most  honorable, 
because  the  most  independent,  of  all  professions.  But 
I  believe  he  hankers  a  little  after  Paris,  or  some  other 
of  the  polished  cities  of  Europe,  thinking  the  society 
there  preferable  to  what  he  meets  with  in  the  woods 
of  Ancocas ;  as  it  certainly  is.  If  he  was  now  here,  he 
would  undoubtedly  join  with  me  and  the  rest  of  my 
family,  who  are  much  flattered  by  your  remembrance 
of  them,  in  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  prosperity, 
and  that  of  your  whole  amiable  fireside.  You  will 
allow  an  old  friend  of  fourscore  to  say  he  loves  your 
wife,  when  he  adds,  and  children,  and  prays  God  to 
bless  them  all.  Adieu ;  and  believe  me  ever  yours  most 
affectionately,  B.  Franklin. 


TO    THE    ABBE    MORELLET. 

Personal  Circumstances.  —  Freedom  of  Commerce. — 
Conditio?!  of  the  United  Slates. 

Philadelphia,  22  April,  1787. 
MY    VERY    DEAR    FRIEND, 

I  received,  though  long  after  they  were  written,  your 
very  agreeable  favors  of  October  30th,  1785,  and  Feb- 
ruary 9th,  1786,*  with  the  pieces  enclosed,  productions 
of  the  Auteuil  t  Academy  of  Belles  Lettres.  Your  kind 
and  friendly  wishes  and  congratulations  are  extremely 
obliging.  It  gives  me  an  infinite  pleasure  to  find,  that 
I  still  retain  a  favorable  place  in  the  remembrance  of 
the  worthy  and  the  good,  whose  delightful  and  instruc- 
tive society  I  had  the  happiness  of  enjoying  while  I 
resided  in  France. 

*  See  "Memoires  de  l'Abbe  Morellet,"  Tom.  I.  p.  298. 

f  The  residence  of  Madame  Helvetius,  with  whom  the  Abbe  Morellet, 
Cabanis,  La  Roche,  and  other  literary  friends  passed  much  of  their 
time.  — W.  T,  F. 
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But,  though  I  could  not  leave  that  dear  nation  with- 
out regret,  I  certainly  did  right  in  coming  home.  I  am 
here  in  my  niche  in  my  own  house,  in  the  bosom  of 
my  family,  my  daughter  and  grandchildren  all  about 
me,  among  my  old  friends,  or  the  sons  of  my  friends, 
who  equally  respect  me ;  and  who  all  speak  and  un- 
derstand the  same  language  with  me ;  and  you  know, 
that,  if  a  man  desires  to  be  useful  by  the  exercise  of 
his  mental  faculties,  he  loses  half  their  force  when  in 
a  foreign  country,  where  he  can  only  express  himself 
in  a  language  with  which  he  is  not  well  acquainted. 
In  short,  I  enjoy  here  every  opportunity  of  doing  good, 
and  every  thing  else  I  could  wish  for,  except  repose ; 
and  that  I  may  soon  expect,  either  by  the  cessation  of 
my  office,  which  cannot  last  more  than  three  years,  or 
by  ceasing  to  live. 

I  am  of  the  same  opinion  with  you,  respecting  the 
freedom  of  commerce,  especially  in  countries  where  di- 
rect taxes  are  practicable.  This  will  be  our  case  in 
time,  when  our  wide-extended  country  fills  up  with  in- 
habitants. But  at  present  they  are  so  widely  settled, 
often  five  or  six  miles  distant  from  one  another  in  the 
back  country,  that  the  collection  of  a  direct  tax  is  al- 
most impossible,  the  trouble  of  the  collectors'  going 
from  house  to  house  amounting  to  more  than  the  value 
of  the  tax.  Nothing  can  be  better  expressed  than 
your  sentiments  are  on  this  point,  where  you  prefer 
liberty  of  trading,  cultivating,  manufacturing,  &x.,  even 
to  civil  liberty,  this  being  affected  but  rarely,  the  other 
every  hour.  Our  debt  occasioned  by  the  war  being 
heavy,  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  using  imposts, 
and  every  method  we  can  think  of,  to  assist  in  raising 
a  revenue  to  discharge  it;  but  in  sentiment  we  are 
well  disposed  to  abolish  duties  on  importation,  as  soon 
as  we  possibly  can  afford  to  do  so. 

VOL.    X.  Z 
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Whatever  may  be  reported  by  the  English  in  Eu- 
rope, you  may  be  assured,  that  our  people  are  almost 
unanimous  in  being  satisfied  with  the  Revolution.  Their 
unbounded  respect  for  all  who  were  principally  con- 
cerned in  it,  whether  as  warriors  or  statesmen,  and  the 
enthusiastic  joy  with  which  the  day  of  the  declaration 
of  independence  is  everywhere  annually  celebrated, 
are  indubitable  proofs  of  this  truth.  In  one  or  two  of 
the  States  there  have  been  some  discontents  on  par- 
tial and  local  subjects  ;  these  may  have  been  foment- 
ed, as  the  accounts  of  them  are  exaggerated,  by  our 
ancient  enemies ;  but  they  are  now  nearly  suppressed, 
and  the  rest  of  the  States  enjoy  peace  and  good  or- 
der, and  flourish  amazingly.  The  crops  have  been 
good  for  several  years  past,  the  price  of  country  pro- 
duce high,  from  foreign  demand,  and  it  fetches  ready 
money ;  rents  are  high  in  our  towns,  which  increase 
fast  by  new  buildings ;  laborers  and  artisans  have 
high  wages  well  paid,  and  vast  tracts  of  new  land  are 
continually  clearing  and  rendered  fit  for  cultivation. 

The  pains  you  have  taken  to  translate  the  con- 
gratulatory addresses,  which  I  received  on  my  arrival, 
is  a  fresh  proof  of  the  continuance  of  your  friendship 
for  me,  which  has  afforded  me  as  much  satisfaction  as 
the  addresses  themselves,  and  you  will  readily  believe, 
that  for  me  this  is  not  saying  little ;  for  this  welcome 
of  my  fellow  citizens  has  far  surpassed  my  hopes. 
Popular  favor,  not  the  most  constant  thing  in  the  world, 
stands  by  me.  My  election  to  the  presidency  for  the 
second  year  was  unanimous.  Will  this  disposition  con- 
tinue the  same  for  the  third  ?  Nothing  is  more  doubt- 
ful. A  man,  who  holds  a  high  office,  finds  himself  so 
often  exposed  to  the  danger  of  disobliging  some  one 
in  the  fulfilment  of  his  duty,  that  the  resentment  of 
those,  whom  he  has  thus  offended,  being  greater  than 
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the  gratitude  of  those  whom  he  has  served,  it  almost 
always  happens,  that,  while  he  is  violently  attacked,  he 
is  feebly  defended.  You  will  not  be  surprised,  then, 
if  you  learn,  that  I  have  not  closed  my  political  career 
with  the  same  eclat,  with  which  it  commenced. 

I  am  sorry  for  what  you  tell  me  of  the  indisposi- 
tion you  have  experienced.  I  sometimes  wonder,  that 
Providence  does  not  protect  the  good  from  all  evil  and 
from  every  suffering.  This  should  be  so  in  the  best 
of  worlds ;  and,  since  it  is  not  so,  I  am  piously  led  to 
believe,  that,  if  our  world  is  not  indeed  the  best,  we 
must  lay  the  blame  on  the  bad  quality  of  the  materials 
of  which  it  is  made.  I  am,  my  dear  friend,  with  sin- 
cere esteem  and  affection,  ever  yours, 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM    MATHER   BYLES    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Boston,  14  May,  1787. 

Sir, 
It  is  long  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you 
by  Mr.  Edward  Church,  to  thank  you  for  your  friendly 
mention  of  me  in  a  letter,  that  I  find  was  transmitted 
to  the  University  of  Aberdeen.  I  doubt  whether  you 
ever  received  it ;  but,  under  great  weakness  by  old 
age  and  a  palsy,  I  seize  this  opportunity  of  employing 
my  daughter  to  repeat  the  thanks,  which  I  aimed  to  ex- 
press in  that  letter.  Your  Excellency  is  now  the 
man,  that  I  early  expected  to  see  you.  I  congratulate 
my  country  upon  her  having  produced  a  Franklin,  and 
can  only  add,  I  wish  to  meet  you  where  complete 
felicity  and  we  shall  be  for  ever  united.  I  am,  my 
dear  and  early  friend,  your  most  affectionate  and  hum- 
ble servant,  M.  Byles. 
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P.  S.  I  refer  you  to  the  bearer,  Mr.  Pierpont,  to  in- 
form you  how  my  life,  and  that  of  my  daughters,  have 
been  saved  by  your  points. 


TO    THOMAS    JORDAN,    LONDON. 

Reminiscences  of  his  Friends. 

Philadelphia,  18  May,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  very  kind  letter  of  February  27th, 
together  with  the  cask  of  porter  you  have  been  so 
good  as  to  send  me.  We  have  here  at  present  what 
the  French  call  une  assembUe  des  notables,  a  conven- 
tion composed  of  some  of  the  principal  people  from 
the  several  States  of  our  confederation.  They  did  me 
the  honor  of  dining  with  me  last  Wednesday,  when 
the  cask  was  broached,  and  its  contents  met  with  the 
most  cordial  reception  and  universal  approbation.  In 
short,  the  company  agreed  unanimously,  that  it  was 
the  best  porter  they  had  ever  tasted.  Accept  my 
thanks,  a  poor  return,  but  all  I  can  make   at  present. 

Your  letter  reminds  me  of  many  happy  days  we 
have  passed  together,  and  the  dear  friends  with  whom 
we  passed  them ;  some  of  whom,  alas !  have  left  us, 
and  we  must  regret  their  loss,  although  our  Hawkes- 
worth  is  become  an  Adventurer  in  more  happy  regions ; 
and  our  Stanley*  gone,  "where  only  his  own  harmony 
can  be  exceeded."  You  give  me  joy  in  telling  me, 
that  you  are  "on  the  pinnacle  of  content."  Without  it 
no  situation  can  be  happy ;  with  it,  any.  One  means 
of  becoming  content  with  one's  situation  is  the  com- 
paring it  with  a  worse.     Thus,  when  I  consider  how 

*  John   Stanley,  an  eminent  musician  and  composer,  became  blind  at 
the  age  of  two  years.  —  W.  T.  F. 
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many  terrible  diseases  the  human  body  is  liable  to, 
I  comfort  myself,  that  only  three  incurable  ones  have 
fallen  to  my  share,  viz.  the  gout,  the  stone,  and  old 
age ;  and  that  these  have  not  yet  deprived  me  of  my 
natural  cheerfulness,  my  delight  in  books,  and  enjoy- 
ment of  social  conversation. 

I  am  glad  to  hear,  that  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  is  married, 
and  has  an  amiable  lady  and  children.  It  is  a  better 
plan  than  that  he  once  proposed,  of  getting  Mrs.  Wright 
to  make  him  a  wax-work  wife  to  sit  at  the  head  of  his 
table.  For  after  all,  wedlock  is  the  natural  state  of 
man.  A  bachelor  is  not  a  complete  human  being.  He 
is  like  the  odd  half  of  a  pair  of  scissors,  which  has 
not  yet  found  its  fellow,  and  therefore  is  not  even  half 
so  useful  as  they  might  be  together. 

I  hardly  know  which  to  admire  most ;  the  wonder- 
ful discoveries  made  by  Herschel,  or  the  indefatigable 
ingenuity  by  which  he  has  been  enabled  to  make  them. 
Let  us  hope,  my  friend,  that,  when  free  from  these 
bodily  embarrassments,  we  may  roam  together  through 
some  of  the  systems  he  has  explored,  conducted  by 
some  of  our  old  companions  already  acquainted  with 
them.  Hawkesworth  will  enliven  our  progress  with 
his  cheerful,  sensible  converse,  and  Stanley  accompany 
the  music  of  the  spheres. 

Mr.  Watmaugh  tells  me,  for  I  immediately  inquired 
after  her,  that  your  daughter  is  alive  and  well.  I  re- 
member her  a  most  promising  and  beautiful  child,  and 
therefore  do  not  wonder,  that  she  is  grown,  as  he  says, 
a  fine  woman.  God  bless  her  and  you,  my  dear  friend, 
and  every  thing  that  pertains  to  you,  is  the  sincere 
prayer  of  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin, 

in  his  eighty-second  year. 

vol.  x.  39  z* 
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TO    GEORGE    WHATLEY. 

United   States   Bank.  —  Commercial  Treaty.  —  Scheme 
for  Coining.  —  Dr.  Riley. 

Philadelphia,  18  May,  1787. 

I  received  duly  my  good  old  friend's  letter  of  the 
19th  of  February.  I  thank  you  much  for  your  notes 
on  banks ;  they  are  just  and  solid,  as  far  as  I  can  judge 
of  them.  Our  bank  here  has  met  with  great  op- 
position, partly  from  envy,  and  partly  from  those  who 
wish  an  emission  of  more  paper  money,  which  they 
think  the  bank  influence  prevents.  But  it  has  stood 
all  attacks,  and  went  on  well,  notwithstanding  the  As- 
sembly repealed  its  charter.  A  new  Assembly  has  re- 
stored it;  and  the  management  is  so  prudent,  that  I 
have  no  doubt  of  its  continuing  to  go  on  well.  The 
dividend  has  never  been  less  than  six  per  cent,  nor 
will  that  be  augmented  for  some  time,  as  the  surplus 
profit  is  reserved  to  face  accidents.  The  dividend 
of  eleven  per  cent,  which  was  once  made,  was  from  a 
circumstance  scarce  avoidable.  A  new  company  was 
proposed ;  and  prevented  only  by  admitting  a  number 
of  new  partners.  As  many  of  the  first  set  were  averse 
to  this,  and  chose  to  withdraw,  it  was  necessary  to 
settle  their  accounts ;  so  all  were  adjusted,  the  profits 
shared  that  had  been  accumulated,  and  the  new  and 
old  proprietors  jointly  began  on  a  new  and  equal  foot- 
ing. Their  notes  are  always  instantly  paid  on  demand, 
and  pass  on  all  occasions  as  readily  as  silver,  because 
they  will  always  produce  silver. 

Your  medallion  is  in  good  company;  it  is  placed 
with  those  of  Lord  Chatham,  Lord  Camden,  Marquis 
of  Rockingham,  Sir  George  Saville,  and  some  others, 
who  honored  me  with  a  show  of  friendly  regard,  when 
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in  England.  1  believe  I  have  thanked  you  for  it,  but 
I  thank  you  again. 

I  believe,  with  you,  that  if  our  Plenipo  is  desirous 
of  concluding  a  treaty  of  commerce,  he  may  need  pa- 
tience. If  I  were  in  his  place,  and  not  otherwise  in- 
structed, I  should  be  apt  to  say,  "  Take  your  own  time, 
gentlemen.  If  the  treaty  cannot  be  made  as  much  to 
your  advantage  as  to  ours,  don't  make  it.  I  am  sure 
the  want  of  it  is  not  more  to  our  disadvantage  than 
to  yours.  Let  the  merchants  on  both  sides  treat  with 
one  another.     Laissez-les  faire" 

I  have  never  considered  attentively  the  Congress's 
scheme  for  coining,  and  I  have  it  not  now  at  hand,  so 
that  at  present  I  can  say  nothing  to  it.  The  chief  uses 
of  coining  seem  to  be  the  ascertaining  the  fineness  of 
the  metals,  and  saving  the  time  that  would  otherwise 
be  spent  in  weighing  to  ascertain  the  quality.  But 
the  convenience  of  fixed  values  to  pieces  is  so  great, 
as  to  force  the  currency  of  some  whose  stamp  is  worn 
off,  that  should  have  assured  their  fineness,  and  which 
are  evidently  not  of  half  their  due  weight ;  the  case 
at  present  with  the  sixpences  in  England ;  which,  one 
with  another,  do  not  weigh  threepence. 

You  are  now  seventy-eight,  and  I  am  eighty-two; 
you  tread  fast  upon  my  heels ;  but,  though  you  have 
more  strength  and  spirit,  you  cannot  come  up  with 
me  till  I  stop,  which  must  now  be  soon;  for  I  am 
grown  so  old  as  to  have  buried  most  of  the  friends 
of  my  youth,  and  I  now  often  hear  persons  whom  I 
knew  when  children,  called  old  Mr.  such-a-one,  to  dis- 
tinguish them  from  their  sons  now  men  grown  and  in 
business ;  so  that,  by  living  twelve  years  beyond  Da- 
vid's period,  I  seem  to  have  intruded  myself  into  the 
company  of  posterity,  when  I  ought  to  have  been  abed 
and  asleep.     Yet,  had  I  gone  at  seventy,  it  would  have 
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cut  off  twelve  of  the  most  active  years  of  my  life,  em- 
ployed too  in  matters  of  the  greatest  importance  ;  but 
whether  I  have  been  doing  good  or  mischief  is  for 
time  to  discover.  I  only  know  that  I  intended  well, 
and  I  hope  all  will  end  well. 

Be  so  good  as  to  present  my  affectionate  respects 
to  Dr.  Riley.  I  am  under  great  obligations  to  him, 
and  shall  write  to  him  shortly.  It  will  be  a  pleasure 
to  him  to  know,  that  my  malady  does  not  grow  sensi- 
bly worse,  and  that  is  a  great  point ;  for  it  has  always 
been  so  tolerable,  as  not  to  prevent  my  enjoying  the 
pleasures  of  society,  and  being  cheerful  in  conversation. 
I  owe  this  in  a  great  measure  to  his  good  counsels. 
Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  ever  yours  most 
affectionately,  B.  Franklin. 


FROM    COUNT    DE    CAMPOMANES    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

American  Philosophical  Society.  —  Spanish  and 
Jlrabic  Dictionary. 

Translation. 

Madrid,  24  May,  1787. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  December, 
directed  to  me  as  a  member  of  the  American  Philo- 
sophical Society,  and  accompanied  by  the  second  vol- 
ume of  the  Transactions  of  the  Society,  containing  the 
statutes  of  that  body,  a  list  of  its  members,  and  various 
experiments,  observations,  and  writings  chiefly  relative 
to  the  natural  and  exact  sciences.  For  this  mark  of 
attention  I  am  much  indebted  to  your  Excellency,  as 
well  as  to  our  Society,  in  whose  works  I  now  feel  a 
personal  interest,  since  they  have  done  me  the  honor 
to  make  me  one  of  their  body.     In  these  writings  also 


.Et.  81.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  309 

I  discover  so  much  judgment,  sound  criticism,  and  in- 
telligence, in  regard  to  the  subjects  on  which  they  treat, 
that  I  am  persuaded  they  will  contribute  effectually  to 
extend  and  promote  useful  knowledge,  the  laudable 
object  for  which  our  Society  was  instituted  ;  and  its 
labors,  being  renewed  by  the  return  of  peace,  may 
soon  rival  those  of  the  most  ancient  and  celebrated  in- 
stitutions of  a  similar  kind  in  Europe. 

In  the  midst  of  my  public  duties  at  the  head  of  the 
Council,  which  station  I  have  held  for  the  last  three 
years,  the  Society  and  its  illustrious  President  will  al- 
ways find  me  ready  to  contribute  to  its  service,  as  far 
as  the  circumstances  of  my  situation  will  admit,  and  as 
often  as  subjects  occur,  which  may  appear  to  answer 
the  ends  in  view. 

With  the  books,  which  our  Academy  of  History  has 
sent  to  your  Excellency,  is  the  first  volume  of  the 
Diccionario  Espahol,  Latino-Arabigo,  printed  under  my 
direction.  I  have  prefixed  to  it  a  discourse  on  the 
utility  of  the  study  of  the  Arabic  language,  particularly 
for  Spaniards ;  a  consideration,  which  induced  me  to 
devote  to  the  study  of  this  language,  in  my  youth,  such 
leisure  as  I  could  spare  from  the  business  of  my  pro- 
fession. The  remaining  volumes  are  in  press,  and  I 
shall  take  care  to  forward  them  as  soon  as  they  are 
published.  Your  letter,  with  the  gift  accompanying  it, 
has  renewed  the  sentiments  of  gratitude  which  I  en- 
tertained for  your  former  favors,  and  the  esteem  and 
friendship  which  I  have  always  expressed  for  your 
character.  May  your  life  be  prolonged  many  and  hap- 
py years.     I  am,  &c. 

Count  de  Campomanes. 
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FROM    THOMAS    PAINE    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Journey  in  France.  —  Paris.  —  Fireworks.  —  Model 

of  a  Bridge. 

Paris,  22  June,  1787. 

My  dear  Sir, 

We  left  New  York  on  the  26th  of  April,  and  arrived 
at  Havre  de  Grace  on  the  26th  of  May.  I  set  off  in 
company  with  M.  Gernon,  a  French  gentleman,  passen- 
ger from  America,  for  Paris.  I  stayed  one  day  at  Rouen, 
to  take  a  view  of  the  place  from  whence  the  kings  of 
England  date  their  origin.  There  are  yet  some  remains 
of  the  Palace  of  the  Dukes  of  Normandy ;  but  the  Par- 
liament House  has  such  a  resemblance  to  Westminster 
Hall,  I  mean  the  great  hall  as  you  enter,  that,  had  I  not 
known  I  had  been  in  Normandy,  I  might  have  sup- 
posed myself  at  London.  The  breadth  of  the  room  is 
nearly  seventy  feet,  and  the  roof  is  constructed  exactly 
in  the  manner  of  that  at  Westminster.  The  country 
from  Havre  to  Rouen  is  the  richest  I  ever  saw.  The 
crops  are  abundant,  and  the  cultivation  in  nice  and 
beautiful  order.  Every  thing  appeared  to  be  in  full- 
ness ;  the  people  very  stout,  the  women  exceedingly 
fair,  and  the  horses  of  a  vast  size  and  very  fat.  I  saw 
several  at  Havre  that  were  seventeen  hands  high.  I 
deposited  the  model  of  the  bridge  at  the  custom- 
house, the  superintendent  of  which  undertook  to  send 
it  to  Paris  as  soon  as  an  order  should  be  procured  for 
that  purpose,  as  he  did  not  think  himself  authorized  to 
do  it  without,  it  being  an  imported  article. 

I  arrived  at  Paris  on  the  30th  May,  and  the  next 
day  began  delivering  the  letters  you  were  so  kind  as 
to  honor  me  with.  My  reception  here,  in  consequence 
of   them,   has   been   abundantly   cordial   and    friendly, 


Mt.  81.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  311 

I  have  received  visits  and  invitations  from  all  who  were 
in  town.  The  Duke  de  Rochefoucauld  and  General 
Chastellux  are  in  the  country.  I  dined  yesterday  with 
an  old  friend  of  yours,  M.  Malesherbes,  who  is  of  the 
new  Council  of  Finances,  and  who  received  me  with 
a  heartiness  of  friendship.  It  must  have  been  a  very 
strong  attachment  to  America,  that  drew  you  from  this 
country,  for  your  friends  are  very  numerous  and  very 
affectionate. 

M.  Le  Roy  has  been  most  attentively  kind  to  me. 
As  he  speaks  English,  there  is  scarcely  a  day  passes 
without  an  interview.  He  took  me  a  few  days  ago  to 
see  an  old  friend  of  yours,  M.  BufFon ;  but  we  were 
informed  by  the  servant,  that  he  was  very  ill,  and 
under  the  operation  of  medicine,  on  which  we  deferred 
our  intention.  In  the  evening  he  sent  me  an  invitation 
to  see  an  exhibition  of  fireworks  of  a  new  kind,  made 
of  inflammable  air.  It  was  done  as  an  experiment. 
The  exhibition  was  in  a  room.  The  performer  had 
two  large  bladders  of  air,  one  under  each  arm,  with 
pipes  from  them  communicating  with  the  figures  to  be 
represented ;  such  as  suns,  moons,  stars,  flowers,  archi- 
tecture, and  figures  of  moving  machinery.  By  com- 
pressing the  bladders  and  mixing  the  air,  he  produced 
the  most  beautiful  and  sudden  transitions  of  light  and 
colors,  increased  or  diminished  the  motion,  and  exhib- 
ited the  most  pleasing  scene  of  that  kind,  that  can  be 
imagined. 

The  model  from  Havre  is  not  yet  arrived,  but  a  let- 
ter received  from  thence  yesterday  informs  me,  that  it 
is  on  the  road,  and  will  be  here  in  about  eight  days. 
There  is  a  great  curiosity  here  to  see  it,  as  bridges 
have  lately  been  a  capital  subject.  A  new  bridge  is 
begun  over  the  Seine,  opposite  the  Palais  de  Bourbon 
and  the  Place  de  Louis  Quinze.    It  is  about  the  breadth 
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of  the  Schuylkill,  and  the  Abbe   Morley  tells    me  will 
cost  five  millions  of  livres.     It  is  on  piers. 

Your  old  friend  M.  Terenet,  the  bridge  architect,  is 
yet  living.  I  was  introduced  to  him  by  M.  Le  Roy. 
He  has  taken  a  residence  in  the  Elysian  Fields  for  the 
purpose  of  being  near  the  works.  He  has  invited  me 
to  see  his  house  at  Paris,  where  all  his  drawings  and 
models  are.  By  the  next  packet,  I  will  write  to  you 
respecting  the  opinion  of  the  Academy  on  the  model. 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  Mr.  Clymer  to  send  me  some 
Philadelphia  and  American  news.  Please  to  present 
me  with  much  respect  to  your  family,  and  to  all  my 
good  friends  around  you.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  affec- 
tionate and  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Paine. 


FROM    COUNT    DE    BUFFON    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Au  Jardin  du  Roi,  J  8  July,  1787. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  always  feel  under  great  obligations  to  you,  in 
finding  that  you  sometimes  think  of  me,  and  that,  in 
the  midst  of  your  great  occupations,  you  have  been 
so  thoughtful  as  to  send  me  seeds  and  rare  plants  for 
the  King's  garden.  I  should  be  delighted  to  learn 
something  of  the  progress  of  your  Philosophical  Socie- 
ty, of  which  you  have  been  kind  enough  to  elect  me 
a  member.  I  have  just  finished  my  Histoire  JYaturelle 
de  Miner aux ;  and,  if  the  Society  does  not  possess  this 
work,  or  if  any  volume  is  missing,  I  should  be  most 
happy  to  forward  it  to  you. 

Tell  me  also  about  your  health,  which  is  much  bet- 
ter than  mine.     My  pains  are  not  very  severe,  but  they 


/Et.  81.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  313 

are  almost  without  intermission.  Your  example,  how- 
ever, makes  me  hope,  that  they  may  all  go  off;  for  I 
understand,  that  since  your  return  to  America  your 
health  has  been  restored.  I  should  like  to  hear  so 
from  yourself,  and  to  learn  if  you  have  used  any  par- 
ticular remedy.  None  of  those,  which  I  have  taken 
thus  far,  has  been  of  any  avail,  a  mild  treatment  be- 
ing absolutely  the  only  one  which  I  can  bear.  As 
your  advice  would  certainly  be  useful  to  me,  and  I 
should  have  more  confidence  in  you  than  in  all  the 
physicians,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  from  yourself 
what  treatment  or  remedies  you  have  found  most  ben- 
eficial. Accept  the  sentiments  of  strong  and  tender 
attachment,  with  which  I  shall  ever  remain,  &c. 

Count  de  Buffon. 

P.  S.  I  am  now  printing  a  treatise  on  the  proper- 
ties and  use  of  the  magnet,  in  which  I  show  the  close 
connexion  of  electricity  with  magnetism,  and  with  the 
action  of  subterraneous  fires  in  volcanoes.  I  shall  have 
the  honor  to  send  it  to  you,  as  soon  as  it  is  out. 
My  friend,  M.  Fanjas  de  Saint  Fond,  who  has  a  great 
regard  for  you,  desires  me  to  present  to  you  his 
respects. 


FROM  THE  ABBE  MORELLET  TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Reminiscences.  —  Commercial  Regulations,  as  to  Imposts 
and  Taxation.  —  Jlffairs  in  France.  —  Madame  Hel- 
vetius.  —  Paine's  Model  of  an  iron  Bridge. 

Translation. 

Auteuil,  31  July,  1787. 

My  dear  Friend, 
I   cannot   express   to   you  the  pleasure  your  letters 
gave   us,  especially  the   details   into   which   you   have 

VOL.  X.  40  A  A 
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gone  respecting  your  health,  and  all  that  particularly 
concerns  yourself.  It  is  a  delightful  thought  to  us,  and 
one  on  which  we  love  to  dwell,  that,  at  the  age  to 
which  you  have  attained,  and  after  having  pursued  so 
honorable  a  career,  you  have  found,  in  the  bosom  of 
your  own  country,  all  those  enjoyments  of  which  your 
age  is  susceptible.  You  know  how  much  we  desire 
their  long  continuance.  Believe  me,  our  happiness 
would  be  incomplete  without  this  hope.  I  say  this  in 
the  name  of  the  whole  Jlcademy  of  Auteuil. 

Since  its  productions  have  afforded  you  an  hour's 
amusement,  here  are  more  of  them,  on  which  I  shall 
be  much  pleased  to  have  your  opinion,  and  that  of 
your  friends.  They  are,  moreover,  in  your  own  vein 
of  pleasantry,  and  somewhat,  I  conceive,  in  that  of 
Swift,  with  rather  less  of  his  dark  misanthropy.  At 
any  rate,  Dr.  Jonathan  and  Dr.  Benjamin  are  the  models 
on  whom  I  have  fixed  my  eyes ;  and  perhaps  Nature 
herself  has  given  me  something  of  the  turn  of  both 
in  the  art  of  speaking  the  truth  in  a  jesting  way,  or 
without  seeming  to  speak  it.  The  difficulty  is,  that 
one  cannot  laugh  outright  at  every  thing  which  is  truly 
laughable. 

In  the  dedication  of  your  College  in  the  County  of 
Lancaster,  and  the  fine  procession,  and  the  religious 
ceremony,  where  were  met  together  Presbyterians, 
Episcopalians,  Lutherans,  Catholics,  Moravians,  e  tutti 
quanti,  there  was  toleration  in  practice.  I  have  trans- 
lated the  whole  of  the  pamphlet  which  you  sent  me, 
and  had  it  inserted  in  our  Mercury.  I  think,  indeed, 
that  many  readers  will  not  perceive  its  scope,  but  it 
will  not  be  thrown  away  upon  every  one.  You  see 
that  I  continue  to  diffuse,  as  far  as  is  in  my  power, 
religious  tolerance;  but,  for  all  this,  I  do  not  neglect 
the  spirit  of  commercial  liberality,  and  I  fear,  that  the 
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latter  makes  too  little  progress  among  you.  The  du- 
ties on  foreign  merchandise,  which  you  think  neces- 
sary in  your  country,  because  you  cannot  levy  direct 
taxes  there,  I  consider  as  opposed  to  freedom  of  trade, 
when  they  are  resorted  to  as  sources  of  revenue ;  but 
I  fear  lest  they  should  come  to  be  looked  upon  among 
you,  in  the  same  light  that  they  are  throughout  Europe, 
as  a  fine  stroke  of  policy,  intended  to  increase  national 
commerce  and  wealth  at  the  expense  of  foreign  com- 
merce and  wealth,  which  is  arrant  folly. 

I  have  reason  to  think,  that  you  may  follow  our  ex- 
ample on  this  point,  since  reading  a  pamphlet  printed 
at  Philadelphia,  and,  as  the  titlepage  bears,  read  be- 
fore the  Society  for  Political  Inquiry,  at  your  house, 
yourself  being  present.  In  this,  the  author  recom- 
mends duties  and  prohibitions  to  secure  navigation  from 
port  to  port  in  America ;  as  if,  with  all  her  advantages 
in  this  line,  she  had  any  cause  to  fear  the  rivalry  of 
foreign  nations ;  as  if  she  had  not  many  more  profitable 
modes  of  employing  her  capital  and  her  men ;  as  if 
the  restraints  upon  her  own  commerce,  and  that  of 
foreign  nations,  resulting  from  such  legislation,  would 
not  cause  her  to  lose  more  than  she  could  expect  to 
gain ;  as  if  she  needed  any  other  commercial  regula- 
tions, than  would  naturally  grow  out  of  a  good  market 
for  her  staple  commodities,  her  fisheries,  and  the  like. 

When  you  spoke  to  me  of  duties  on  imports,  which 
you  said  you  were  obliged  to  impose,  in  order  to 
defray  the  public  expenses  and  for  the  payment  of 
the  national  debt,  and  which  you  should  repeal  as 
soon  as  you  could  do  without  them  and  could  levy 
a  land-tax,  although  I  did  not  approve  such  a  prac- 
tice, yet  I  looked  upon  it  as  honest,  and  perhaps 
necessary  for  a  time.  You  impose  duties  that  you 
may  raise   money;  this   is   plain.     But    the  author  of 
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your  pamphlet  levies  imposts  to  secure  to  America  her 
navigation,  and  a  balance  of  trade  in  her  favor.  He 
already  follows  in  the  steps  of  European  governments, 
who  have  disguised  all  the  tyranny  they  have  exercised 
over  commerce,  under  these  false  pretences ;  and  I 
confess,  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  you  pursuing 
the  same  crooked  course. 

You  have  learned  from  the  common  channels  of 
news  what  great  changes  have  taken  place  here.  On 
this  head  there  is  too  much  to  be  said,  to  make  it  the 
subject  of  a  letter.  The  most  important  events,  and 
the  acts  of  M.  de  Calonne,  of  the  Assembly  of  Nota- 
bles, and  of  the  new  administration,  may  all  be  found 
in  great  printed  books,  some  copies  of  which  will 
doubtless  cross  the  Atlantic  and  reach  your  hands.  If 
you  take  any  interest  in  these  things,  they  will  afford 
you  greater  facilities  of  information  respecting  them, 
than  a  letter  could  do.  The  only  thing  I  can  tell 
you,  which  may  be  interesting  to  you,  is,  that  our 
new  Minister  of  Finance,  the  Archbishop  of  Toulouse, 
is  a  very  well  informed  and  intelligent  man,  well  skilled 
in  managing  affairs  and  men,  familiar  with  all  sound 
principles,  and  having  resolution  to  put  them  in  prac- 
tice. You  must  know,  that  entire  freedom  of  trade 
finds  a  place  among  the  maxims  of  his  administration, 
and  that  he  will  subject  it  to  no  restriction,  but  such 
as  he  may  be  forced  to  lay  upon  it  by  circumstances, 
which  he  will  always  endeavour  to  remove  and  alter, 
as  far  as  may  be  in  his  power.  You  are  not  ignorant, 
perhaps,  that  I  can  testify  as  to  his  way  of  thinking, 
since  I  have  learned  it  in  an  acquaintance  of  nearly 
forty  years,  which  still  subsists. 

Here  is  some  hope  for  our  country;  but  previous 
disorders,  and  other  causes,  which  I  shall  not  mention 
to  you,  may  thwart  or  retard,  more  or  less,  the  measures 
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of  this  new  administration,  and  a  crisis  is  at  hand  that 
may  lay  all  our  hopes  in  the  dust.  But  no  matter ;  I 
still  hope,  as  you  know,  in  the  further  progress  of  the 
human  race ;  and  I  have  taken  it  into  my  head  to 
embody  this  sentiment  in  a  little  allegory,  which  I 
send  you. 

Our  Lady  of  Auteuil*  enjoyed  highly  all  the  good 
news  you  communicated  to  us  about  yourself,  and 
especially  the  letter  you  addressed  to  her.  She  will 
answer  you,  as  will  also  the  Abbe  de  la  Roche.  Her 
cats  f  have  somewhat  diminished  in  numbers,  thanks 
to  the  bull-dog  your  grandson  left  with  us.  The  trouble 
is,  that  no  one  will  rid  us  of  Boulet,  which  is  the  French 
name  she  has  given  him.  Here  he  still  is  for  our 
sins.  His  mistress  places  him  at  her  side,  on  one  of 
her  fourteen  chaises-longues,  and  he  is  the  master  of 
the  house,  we  his  humble  servants  obliged  to  open  the 
door  for  him  about  forty  or  fifty  times  in  an  evening. 
But  she  received  him  from  your  grandson,  and  that  is 
a  good  reason  for  us  to  bear  patiently  all  the  trouble 
he  inflicts  on  us. 

We  are  looking  impatiently  for  news  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  your  convention  for  uniting  together  the  parties 
in  your  political  State ;  a  union,  without  which  you  can 
have  neither  perfect  prosperity  nor  real  tranquillity. 
The  work  J  of  your  excellent  countryman,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, which  I  have  translated,  has  been  much  liked 
here.  It  has  been  very  well  received,  and  I  consider 
its  principles  very  sound,  and  the  facts  well  arranged. 
If  any  thing  appears  in  your  country,  which  you  at  all 
like,  especially  relating  to  subjects  connected  with  com- 

*  Madame  Helvetius. 

f  See  An  Humble  Petition  presented  to  Madame  Helvetius  by  her  Cats, 
Vol.  II.  p.  214. 

t  Notes  on  Virginia. 

A  A* 
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merce,  or  to  your  constitution,  I  shall  be  much  obliged 
to  you,  if  you  will  take  advantage  of  some  opportunity 
to  send  it  to  me. 

Mr.  Paine  came  to  me  in  due  time.  He  may  have 
written  you  word,  that  I  had  restored  to  him  his  iron 
bridge,  which  our  revenue  officers  had  seized  at  Havre 
as  contraband  goods,  or  subject  to  duties ;  but  it  ap- 
peared on  examination,  that  the  custom-house  had 
really  neither  prohibited  nor  taxed  bridges,  which  have 
hitherto  been  built  only  in  the  very  places  where  they 
were  to  be  used.  The  custom-house  officers  had  not 
foreseen,  that  it  might  one  day  happen,  that  a  bridge 
should  be  constructed  in  Philadelphia  or  New  York, 
to  be  thrown  over  the  Seine  at  Paris.  They  are  now 
aware  of  the  fact,  and  will  not  forget  this  article  in  the 
new  tariff.  They  must  also  enter  houses  on  the  list, 
if  you  acquire  the  habit  of  making  them  for  Europeans. 

Yesterday  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  (urged  for  three 
weeks  and  more  to  record  a  stamp  tax,  with  a  new 
land  tax,  in  order,  by  new  financial  resources,  to  cover 
the  enormous  deficit,  which  M.  de  Calonne  had  suf- 
fered to  take  place  in  our  affairs,)  moved  and  seem- 
ed to  adhere  to  the  following  resolution ;  "  That  this 
Parliament  has  not  the  power  nor  right  to  accept  and 
sanction  new  imposts ;  that  this  right  pertains  only  to 
the  States- General  of  the  kingdom,  which  the  King  is 
besought  to  convoke  immediately."  What  an  impor- 
tant change  you  here  see  in  the  maxims  of  our  sove- 
reign courts,  which  have,  at  least  for  several  ages,  ex- 
ercised and  maintained  the  right,  which  they  seem  now 
to  renounce.  The  most  acute  politicians  can  foresee  but 
imperfectly  to  what  this  demand,  and  an  Assembly  of 
the  States- General,  should  it  take  place,  will  lead.  The 
event  alone  can  enlighten  us  on  this  point.  It  may  be 
seen  by  this  fact,  as  well  as  by  many  others,  that  a 
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great  change  has  taken  place  in  the  ideas,  which  nations 
have  entertained  of  governments,  and  the  relations  be- 
tween the  governing  and  the  governed  parties.  I  must 
still  believe,  in  accordance  with  my  principles  concern- 
ing the  perfectibility  of  the  human  race,  that  every 
thing  is  for  the  best,  to  which  we  are  ever  tending, 
though  we  sometimes  seem  to  recede  from  it. 

We  do  not  hear  often  enough  from  Mr.  Franklin, 
your  grandson.  I  wish  to  know  how  he  likes  Phila- 
delphia, and  whether  he  does  us  the  honor  to  feel  any 
regrets  on  our  behalf;  I  mean,  as  respects  our  way  of 
life ;  for,  as  regards  ourselves  individually,  he  would  be 
very  ungrateful  not  to  do  so,  since  he  owes  some  re- 
membrance to  persons,  who  have  known  both  his  tal- 
ents and  his  amiable  character,  and  have  appreciated 
them.  I  beg  that  he  will  rank  me  in  this  number, 
and  accept  my  compliments.  Monsieur  and  Madame 
Marmontel,  and  all  my  family,  desire  to  be  remembered 
to  you,  and  charge  me  to  express  to  you  the  pleasure 
they  feel  in  the  good  news  you  gave  us  of  your  health 
and  situation.  I  shall  never  forget  the  happiness  I 
have  enjoyed  in  knowing  you,  and  seeing  you  inti- 
mately. I  write  to  you  from  Auteuil,  seated  in  your 
arm-chair,  on  which  I  have  had  engraved  Benjamin 
Franklin  hie  sedebat,  and  having  by  my  side  the  little 
bureau,  which  you  bequeathed  to  me  at  parting,  with 
a  drawer  full  of  nails  to  gratify  the  love  of  nailing  and 
hammering,  which  I  possess  in  common  with  you. 
But,  believe  me,  I  have  no  need  of  all  these  helps  to 
cherish  your  endeared  remembrance,  and  to  love   you, 

"Dum  memor  ipse  mei,  dum  spiritus  hos  reg-et  artus." 

The  Abbe  Morellet. 
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FROM    RICHARD    PRICE    TO    B.  FRANKLIN. 

Society  for  abolishing  the  Slave  Trade.  —  Spirit  of  Lib- 
erty beginning  to  prevail  in  Europe  as  a  Consequence 
of  the  American  War. 

Hackney,  26  September,  1787. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  am  very  happy  when  I  think  of  the  encourage- 
ment which  you  have  given  me  to  address  you  un- 
der this  appellation.  Your  friendship  I  reckon  in- 
deed one  of  the  distinctions  of  my  life.  I  frequently 
receive  great  pleasure  from  the  accounts  of  you,  which 
Dr.  Rush  and  Mr.  Vaughan  send  me.  But  I  receive 
much  greater  pleasure  from  seeing  your  own  hand. 

I  have  lately  been  favored  with  two  letters,  which 
have  given  me  this  pleasure,  the  last  of  which  ac- 
quaints me,  that  my  name  has  been  added  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  corresponding  members  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Society  for  Abolishing  Negro  Slavery,  of  which  you 
are  president,  and  also  brought  me  a  pamphlet  con- 
taining the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  relate  to  the  object  of  the  Society.  I  hope 
you  and  the  Society  will  accept  my  thanks,  and  believe 
that  I  am  truly  sensible  of  the  honor  done  me.  As 
for  any  services  I  can  do,  they  are  indeed  but  small ; 
for  I  find,  that,  far  from  possessing,  in  the  decline  of 
life,  your  vigor  of  body  and  mind,  every  kind  of  busi- 
ness is  becoming  more  and  more  an  incumbrance  to 
me.  At  the  same  time,  the  calls  of  business  increase 
upon  me,  as  you  will  learn  in  some  measure  from 
the  Report  at  the  end  of  the  Discourse,  which  you  will 
receive  with  this  letter. 

A  similar  institution  to  yours,  for  abolishing  negro 
slavery,  is  just   formed   in   London,  and  I  have   been 
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desired  to  make  one  of  the  acting  committee,  but  I 
have  begged  to  be  excused.  I  have  sent  you  some 
of  their  papers.  I  need  not  say  how  earnestly  I  wish 
success  to  such  institutions.  Something,  perhaps,  will 
be  done  with  this  view  by  the  convention  of  dele- 
gates.* This  convention,  consisting  of  many  of  the 
first  men,  in  respect  of  wisdom  and  influence,  in  the 
United  States,  must  be  a  most  august  and  venerable 
assembly.  May  God  guide  their  deliberations.  The 
happiness  of  the  world  depends,  in  some  degree,  on 
the  result.  I  am  waiting  with  patience  for  an  account 
of  it. 

In  this  part  of  the  world  there  is  a  spirit  rising, 
which  must  in  time  produce  great  effects.  I  refer  prin- 
cipally to  what  is  now  passing  in  Holland,  Brabant,  and 
France.  This  spirit  originated  in  America ;  and,  should 
it  appear,  that  it  has  there  terminated  in  a  state  of 
society  more  favorable  to  peace,  virtue,  science,  and 
liberty,  and  consequently  to  human  happiness  and  dig- 
nity, than  has  ever  yet  been  known,  infinite  good  will 
be  done.  Indeed,  a  general  fermentation  seems  to  be 
taking  place  through  Europe.  In  consequence  of  the 
attention  created  by  the  American  war,  and  the  dis- 
semination of  writings  explaining  the  nature  and  end 
of  civil  government,  the  minds  of  men  are  becoming 
more  enlightened ;  and  the  silly  despots  of  the  world 
are  likely  to  be  forced  to  respect  human  rights,  and  to 
take  care  not  to  govern  too  much,  lest  they  should  not 
govern  at  all. 

You  are  acquainted  with  Mr.  Paradise.  He  has 
sailed  with  his  family  for  Virginia,  where  he  is  the  pro- 
prietor  of  a  good    estate.     His   accomplishments  as  a 


*  Alluding  to  the  convention  for  forming  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

VOL.  X.  41 
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scholar,  and  his  excellent  principles  as  a  citizen,  must 
make  him  useful  there,  and  I  hope  also  happy.* 

During  the  course  of  last  spring  and  summer,  I  fre- 
quently feared  that  my  health  was  declining.  In  order 
to  recover  it,  I  have  spent  near  two  months  in  sea- 
bathing and  dissipation  at  East  Bourne  in  Sussex ;  and 
I  hope  that  I  have  gained  some  recruit  of  spirits  for 
another  winter.  Be  so  good  as  to  deliver  my  kind 
respects  to  Mr.  Vaughan,  when  you  see  him.  I  am 
much  in  his  debt  for  two  agreeable  letters,  and  I  hope 
soon  to  write  to  him.  He  is,  I  doubt  not,  useful  where 
he  is ;  but,  as  we  have  Mrs.  Vaughan  with  us,  we  are 
in  hopes  he  will  not  be  long  absent. 

Last  night  the  Gazette  told  us,  that  Turkey  has 
declared  war  against  Russia.  It  has  also  told  us,  that 
the  King  of  Prussia,  having  entered  Holland  with  his 
army  and  taken  possession  of  Utrecht  and  many  other 
towns,  has  reinstated  the  Stadtholder  in  all  his  honors 
and  powers ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  our  preparations 
for  war  by  pressing  sailors,  filling  up  regiments,  and 
creating  admirals,  show  that  our  ministers  expect,  that 
the  French  will  interpose,  and  that  they  are  determined 
to  join  the  King  of  Prussia  in  supporting  the  Stadt- 
holder against  his  constituents.  With  all  the  best 
wishes,  I  am  most  affectionately  yours. 

Richard  Price. 


*  This  Mr.  Paradise  was  the  particular  friend  of  Sir  William  Jones, 
and  the  same  that  visited  Paris  with  him,  as  heretofore  mentioned.  See 
Vol.  VIII.  p.  366. 
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TO    ALEXANDER    SMALL. 

American  Taxation.  —  New  Form  of  Prayer.  —  Amer- 
ican Loyalists. 

Philadelphia,  28  September,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  June  6th,  1786,  and 
I  answered  it,  though  long  after  the  receipt.  I  do  not 
perceive  by  your  second  favor  of  July,  1787,  that  my 
answer  had  then  come  to  hand,  but  hope  it  may  since 
that  time. 

I  have  not  lost  any  of  the  principles  of  public  econ- 
omy you  once  knew  me  possessed  of;  but,  to  get  the 
bad  customs  of  a  country  changed,  and  new  ones, 
though  better,  introduced,  it  is  necessary  first  to  remove 
the  prejudices  of  the  people,  enlighten  their  ignorance, 
and  convince  them  that  their  interest  will  be  pro- 
moted by  the  proposed  changes;  and  this  is  not  the 
work  of  a  day.  Our  legislators  are  all  land-holders; 
and  they  are  not  yet  persuaded,  that  all  taxes  are 
finally  paid  by  the  land.  Besides,  our  country  is 
so  sparsely  settled,  the  habitations,  particularly  in  the 
back  countries,  being  perhaps  five  or  six  miles  distant 
from  each  other,  that  the  time  and  labor  of  the  collector 
in  going  from  house  to  house,  and  being  obliged  to  call 
often  before  he  can  recover  the  tax,  amounts  to  more 
than  the  tax  is  worth,  and  therefore  we  have  been 
forced  into  the  mode  of  indirect  taxes,  that  is,  duties 
on  importation  of  goods,  and  excises. 

I  have  made  no  attempt  to  introduce  the  Form  of 
Prayer  here,  which  you  and  good  Mrs.  Baldwin  do 
me  the  honor  to  approve.  The  things  of  this  world 
take  up  too  much  of  my  time,  of  which  indeed  I  have 
too  little  left,  to  undertake  any  thing  like  a  reformation 
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in  matters  of  religion.  When  we  can  sow  good  seed, 
we  should  however  do  it,  and  wait,  when  we  can  do  no 
better,  with  patience  nature's  time,  for  their  sprouting. 
Some  lie  many  years  in  the  ground,  and  at  length 
certain  favorable  seasons  or  circumstances  bring  them 
forth  with  vigorous  shoots  and  plentiful  productions. 

Had  I  been  at  home  as  you  wish,  soon  after  the 
peace,  I  might  possibly  have  mitigated  some  of  the  se- 
verities against  the  royalists,  believing,  as  I  do,  that 
fear  and  error,  rather  than  malice,  occasioned  their  de- 
sertion of  their  country's  cause,  and  the  adoption  of  the 
King's.  The  public  resentment  against  them  is  now 
so  far  abated,  that  none  who  ask  leave  to  return  are 
refused,  and  many  of  them  now  live  among  us  much 
at  their  ease.  As  to  the  restoration  of  confiscated  es- 
tates, it  is  an  operation  that  none  of  our  politicians  have 
as  yet  ventured  to  propose.  They  are  a  sort  of  peo- 
ple, that  love  to  fortify  themselves  in  their  projects  by 
precedent.  Perhaps  they  wait  to  see  your  government 
restore  the  forfeited  estates  in  Scotland  to  the  Scotch, 
those  in  Ireland  to  the  Irish,  and  those  in  England  to 
the  Welch. 

I  am  glad  that  the  distressed  exiles,  who  remain  with 
you,  have  received,  or  are  likely  to  receive,  some  com- 
pensation for  their  losses,  for  I  commiserate  their  situa- 
tion. It  was  clearly  incumbent  on  the  King  to  in- 
demnify those  he  had  seduced  by  his  proclamations  ; 
but  it  seems  not  so  clearly  consistent  with  the  wisdom 
of  Parliament  to  resolve  doing  it  for  him.  If  some 
mad  King  should  think  fit,  in  a  freak,  to  make  war 
upon  his  subjects  of  Scotland,  or  upon  those  of  Eng- 
land, by  the  help  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  as  the  Stu- 
arts did,  may  he  not  encourage  followers  by  the  prece- 
dent of  these  parliamentary  gratuities,  and  thus  set  his 
subjects  to  cutting  one  another's  throats,  first  with  the 
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hope  of  sharing  in  confiscations,  and  then  with  that  of 
compensation  in  case  of  disappointment?  The  council 
of  brutes  without  a  fable  were  aware  of  this.  Lest 
that  fable  may  perhaps  not  have  fallen  in  your  way,  I 
enclose  a  copy  of  it. 

Your  commercial  treaty  with  France  seems  to  show 
a  growing  improvement  in  the  sentiments  of  both  na- 
tions in  the  economical  science.  All  Europe  might  be 
a  great  deal  happier  with  a  little  more  understanding. 
We  in  America  have  lately  had  a  convention  for  fram- 
ing a  new  constitution.  Enclosed  I  send  you  the  re- 
sult of  their  deliberations.  Whether  it  will  be  gener- 
ally acceptable  and  carried  into  execution  is  yet  to  be 
seen;  but  present  appearances  are  in  its  favor. 

I  am  always  glad  to  hear  from  you,  and  of  your 
welfare.  I  remember  with  pleasure  the  happy  days  we 
have  spent  together.  Adieu,  and  believe  me  ever,  my 
dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    MRS.    JANE    MECOM. 

Philadelphia,  4  November,  1787. 

Dear  Sister, 
I  received  a  kind  letter  from  you  lately,  which  gave 
me  the  pleasure  of  being  informed  that  you  were  well. 
I  am  glad  you  have  made  the  provision  against  the 
winter,  which  I  mentioned  to  you.  Your  bill  is  hon- 
ored. It  is  impossible  for  me  always  to  guess  what 
you  may  want,  and  I  hope,  therefore,  that  you  will  never 
be  shy  in  letting  me  know  wherein  I  can  help  to  make 
your  life  more  comfortable.* 

*  Among  Dr.  Franklin's  papers  I  have  found  a  large  number  of  letters 
from  his  sister,  extending  through  a  period  of  nearly  forty  years.  They 
are  confined  chiefly  to  family  or  private  affairs,  but  they  are  uniformly 

VOL.   X.  B  B 
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It  was  my  intention  to  decline  serving  another  year 
as  President,  that  I  might  be  at  liberty  to  take  a  trip 
to  Boston  in  the  spring ;  but  I  submit  to  the  unani- 
mous voice  of  my  country,  which  has  again  placed  me 
in  the  chair.  I  have  now  been  upwards  of  fifty  years 
employed  in  public  offices.  When  I  informed  your 
good  friend  Dr.  Cooper,  that  I  was  ordered  to  France, 
being  then  seventy  years  old,  and  observed,  that  the 
public,  having  as  it  were  eaten  my  flesh,  seemed  now 
resolved  to  pick  my  bones,  he  replied  that  he  approved 
their  taste,  for  that  the  nearer  the  bone  the  sweeter  the 
meat.  I  must  own,  that  it  is  no  small  pleasure  to  me, 
and  I  suppose  it  will  give  my  sister  pleasure,  that,  after 
such  a  long  trial  of  me,  I  should  be  elected  a  third 
time  by  my  fellow  citizens,  without  a  dissenting  vote 
but  my  own,  to  fill  the  most  honorable  post  in  their 
power  to  bestow.     This  universal  and  unbounded  con- 


marked  with  strong1  good  sense,  and  the  warmest  attachment  to  her 
brother.  She  was  left  a  widow  in  early  life,  with  very  small  means  of 
support;  and  she  was  unfortunate  in  the  sickness  and  loss  of  some  of 
her  children,  and  the  ill  success  of  others.  Her  circumstances  were 
made  comfortable  by  the  constant  kindness  and  generous  care  of  her 
brother,  who  regularly  remitted  to  her  money,  and  occasionally  such 
other  things  as  he  knew  she  wanted.  A  part  of  the  time  she  resided  with 
a  married  daughter,  but  she  had  a  home  of  her  own  in  a  house  that  be- 
longed to  Dr.  Franklin  in  Boston.  In  her  letters  to  her  brother,  she 
repeatedly  expresses  her  gratitude  for  his  watchfulness  over  her,  and 
for  his  bounty.  Soon  after  his  return  from  France,  she  wrote  ;  "I  believe 
I  did  not  tell  you  how  thankfully  I  received  your  gift;  but  be  assured, 
my  dear  brother,  that  there  is  not  a  day  passes  in  which  my  heart  does 
not  overflow  with  gratitude  to  you,  and  adoration  to  the  Supreme  Bene- 
factor of  all  mankind,  who  puts  it  in  your  power,  not  only  to  make  me 
as  happy  as  humanity  can  expect  to  be,  but  enables  you  to  diffuse  your 
benefits  so  widely,  I  know  it  is  your  judgment,  as  well  as  practice,  that 
kindness  of  heart  should  be  expressed  by  deeds;  but,  in  my  opinion, 
words  should  not  be  excluded,  (though  I  sometimes  neglect  them,) 
especially  when  there  is  no  opportunity  to  perform  deeds."  Similar  sen- 
timents might  be  extracted  from  many  of  her  letters.  She  was  fond  of 
reading,  and  frequently  consulted  her  brother  as  to  the  most  suitable 
books,  which  he  took  pains  either  to  recommend  or  furnish. 
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fidence  of  a  whole  people  flatters  my  vanity  much  more 
than  a  peerage  could  do. 

"Hung  o'er  with  ribands  and  stuck  round  with  strings," 

may  give  nominal,  but  not  real  honors. 

This  family  are  all  well,  as  I  also  am,  thanks  to 
God.  We  join  in  best  wishes  for  you  and  yours. 
And  I  am  ever,  my  dear  sister,  your  affectionate  brother, 

B.  Franklin, 


TO    COUNT    DE    BUFFON. 

Philadelphia,  19  November,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honored  by  your  letter,  desiring  to  know  by 
what  means  I  am  relieved  in  a  disorder,  with  which 
you  are  also  unfortunately  afflicted.  I  have  tried  all 
the  noted  prescriptions  for  diminishing  the  stone  with- 
out perceiving  any  good  effect.  But  observing  tem- 
perance in  eating,  avoiding  wine  and  cider,  and  using 
daily  the  dumb  bell,  which  exercises  the  upper  part  of 
the  body  without  much  moving  the  parts  in  contact 
with  the  stone,  I  think  I  have  prevented  its  increase. 

As  the  roughness  of  the  stone  lacerates  a  little  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  I  find,  that,  when  the  urine  hap- 
pens to  be  sharp,  I  have  much  pain  in  making  water 
and  frequent  urgencies.  For  relief  under  this  circum- 
stance, I  take,  going  to  bed,  the  bigness  of  a  pigeon's 
egg  of  jelly  of  blackberries.  The  receipt  for  making 
it  is  enclosed.  While  I  continue  to  do  this  every  night, 
I  am  generally  easy  the  day  following,  making  water 
pretty  freely,  and  with  long  intervals.  I  wish  most 
sincerely  that  this  simple  remedy  may  have  the  same 
happy  effect  with  you.  Perhaps  current  jelly,  or  the 
jelly  of  apples  or  of  raspberries,  may  be  equally  ser- 
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viceable ;  for  I  suspect  the  virtue  of  the  jelly  may  lie 
principally  in  the  boiled  sugar,  which  is  in  some  de- 
gree candied  by  the  boiling  of  the  jelly.  Wishing  you 
for  your  own  sake  much  more  ease,  and  for  the  sake 
of  mankind  many  more  years,  I  remain  with  the  great- 
est esteem  and  respect,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  affectionate  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


to 


Disorders  in  Holland.  —  Projected  Conquest  of  Turkey. 

Philadelphia,  15  December,  1787. 

I  hope  the  disorders  in  Brabant  and  Holland 


may  be  rectified  without  bloodshed.  But  I  fear  the 
impending  war  with  the  Turks,  if  not  prevented  by 
prudent  negotiation,  may  in  its  consequences  involve 
great  part  of  Europe.  I  confide,  however,  that  France 
and  England  will  preserve  their  present  peace  with 
each  other,  notwithstanding  some  contrary  appearances ; 
for  I  think,  that  they  have  both  of  them  too  much  sense 
to  go  to  war  without  an  important  cause,  as  well  as 
too  little  money  at  present. 

As  to  the  projected  conquest  of  Turkey,  I  appre- 
hend, that,  if  the  Emperor  and  Empress  would  make 
some  use  of  arithmetic,  and  calculate  what  annual  rev- 
enues may  be  expected  from  the  country  they  want, 
should  they  acquire  it,  and  then  offer  the  grand  Signior 
a  hundred  times  that  annual  revenue,  to  be  paid  down 
for  an  amicable  purchase  of  it,  it  would  be  his  interest 
to  accept  the  offer,  as  well  as  theirs  to  make  it,  rather 
than  a  war  for  it  should  take  place ;  since  a  war,  to 
acquire  that  territory  and  to  retain  it,  will  cost  both  par- 
ties much  more,  perhaps  ten  times  more,  than  such  sum 
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of  purchase  money.  But  the  hope  of  glory,  and  the 
ambition  of  princes,  are  not  subject  to  arithmetical  cal- 
culation. My  best  wishes  attend  you ;  being  with  great 
esteem,  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    THE    PRINTER   OF   THE    EVENING    HERALD.* 

Justification  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  against  cer- 
tain Censures  in  the  British  Papers. 

Sir, 

The  British  newswriters  are  very  assiduous  in  their 
endeavours  to  blacken  America.  Should  we  not  be 
careful  not  to  afford  them  any  assistance  by  censures  of 
one  another,  especially  by  censures  not  well  founded  ? 

I  lately  observed,  in  one  of  your  papers,  the  conduct 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  reflected  on  as  being 
inconsistent  and  absurd,  as  well  as  wicked,  for  attempt- 
ing to  raise  a  tax  by  a  Stamp  Act,  and  for  carrying  on 
the  Slave  Trade. 

The  writer  of  those  reflections  might  have  considered, 
that  their  principal  objection  to  the  Stamp  Tax  wTas, 
its  being  imposed  by  a  British  Parliament,  which  had 
no  right  to  tax  them ;  for  otherwise  a  tax  by  stamps 
is  perhaps  to  be  levied  with  as  little  inconvenience  as 
any  other  that  can  be  invented.  Ireland  has  a  Stamp 
Act  of  its  own;  but,  should  Britain  pretend  to  impose 
such  a  tax  on  the  Irish  people,  they  would  probably 
give  a  general  opposition  to  it,  and  ought  not  for  that 
to  be  charged  with  inconsistence. 

One  or  two  merchants  in  Boston,  employing  ships 
in   the   abominable   African   trade,    may  deservedly  be 

*  The  date  of  this  piece  is  uncertain. 
VOL.  X.  42  BB* 
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condemned,  though  they  do  not  bring  their  slaves  home, 
but  sell  them  in  the  West  Indies.  The  State,  as 
such,  has  never,  that  I  have  heard  of,  given  encourage- 
ment to  the  diabolical  commerce ;  and  there  have  al- 
ways been  fewer  slaves  in  the  New  England  govern- 
ments than  in  any  other  British  colonies.  National 
reflections  are  seldom  just,  and  a  whole  people  should 
not  be  decried  for  the  crimes  of  a  few  individuals. 

Your  inserting  this  may  make  that  brave  people  some 
amends,  and  will  oblige  one  of  your  customers,  who  is 

A  Pennsylvania^. 


TO    MATHER   BYLES.* 


Electrical  Points  and  Electricity. 

Philadelphia,  1  January,  1788. 

Dear  old  Friend, 

I  duly  received  your  kind  letter  of  May  14th.  I 
was  then  busily  engaged  in  attending  our  general  Con- 
vention, which,  added  to  the  ordinary  current  business 
of  this  government,  took  up  so  much  of  my  time,  that 
I  was  obliged  to  postpone  answering  many  letters  of 
friends,  which  gave  occasion  of  mislaying  some  of  them, 
and  among  those  was  yours,  only  last  week  come  again 
to  hand.  I  think  I  never  received  what  you  mention, 
respecting  the  University  of  Aberdeen  ;  but  the  good 
will  I  might  show  on  that  occasion  was  not  of  impor- 
tance enough  to  deserve  your  repeating  the  acknowl- 
edgment. It  was  in  me  only  paying  a  debt;  for  I 
remember  with  gratitude,  that  I  owe  one  of  my  first 
academical  honors  to  your  recommendation. 

It  gives  me  much   pleasure  to  understand,  that  my 

*  A  clergyman  of  Boston.     For  some  biographical  anecdotes  respect' 
ing  him,  see  Tudor's  Life  of  James  Otis,  pp.  155-160. 
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points  have  been  of  service  in  the  protection  of  you 
and  yours.  I  wish  for  your  sake,  that  electricity  had 
really  proved  what  it  was  at  first  supposed  to  be,  a 
cure  for  the  palsy.  It  is,  however,  happy  for  you, 
that,  when  old  age  and  that  malady  have  concurred 
to  enfeeble  you,  and  to  disable  you  for  writing,  you 
have  a  daughter  at  hand  to  nurse  you  with  filial  at- 
tention, and  to  be  your  secretary,  of  which  I  see  she 
is  very  capable,  by  the  elegance  and  correctness  of  her 
writing  in  the  letter  I  am  now  answering.  I  too  have 
a  daughter,  who  lives  with  me  and  is  the  comfort  of 
my  declining  years,  while  my  son  is  estranged  from 
me  by  the  part  he  took  in  the  late  war,  and  keeps 
aloof,  residing  in  England,  whose  cause  he  espoused; 
whereby  the  old  proverb  is  exemplified ; 

"  My  son  is  my  son  till  he  gets  him  a  wife ; 
But  my  daughter  's  my  daughter  all  the  days  of  her  life." 

I  remember  you  had  a  little  collection  of  curiosities. 
Please  to  honor  with  a  place  in  it  the  enclosed  medal, 
which  I  got  struck  in  Paris.  The  thought  was  much 
approved  by  the  connoisseurs  there,  and  the  engraving 
well  executed.  My  best  wishes  attend  you,  being  ever 
your  affectionate  friend  and  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM    ALEXANDER    SMALL    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Affairs  in  England.  —  American  Tories. 

2  January,  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 
On  the  receipt  of  your  most  agreeable  favor,  I  im- 
mediately informed    the    Baldwin   family  of  your   kind 
mention  of  them.     I  certainly  never  received  the  first 
letter  you  allude  to,  this  being  the  only  letter  I  have 
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been  favored  with  by  you  since  your  return  to  your 
free  country.  People  here  think  very  differently  of 
your  freedom.  In  general  we  are  of  opinion,  that  your 
territory  is  too  extensive  for  a  popular  government. 
Anarchy  and  despotism,  they  allege,  must  be  the  con- 
sequence. They  therefore  think  it  would  be  much 
wiser  in  you  to  adopt  our  limited  government,  as  you 
have  taken  so  many  useful  hints  from  us.  You  would 
naturally  correct  some  errors,  that  have  crept  into  our 
Constitution. 

When  you  threw  us  off,  I  did  expect,  that  we  must 
have  felt  great  diminution  in  our  exports ;  but,  what  is 
singular,  our  people  have  been  all  constantly  employed. 
We  have  some  advantage  over  every  nation  in  Europe. 
There  is  no  nation  in  which  the  merchants  have  so 
great  capitals,  or  are  of  so  enterprising  dispositions. 
We  have  fire  and  water  everywhere,  and  ingenuity  to 
turn  them  to  the  best  advantage.  We  have  the  mate- 
rials for  great  manufactories  within  ourselves ;  such  as 
iron,  steel,  lead,  copper,  and  tin.  The  whole  island  of 
Anglesea  is  found  to  be  a  mass  of  copper;  and  Mr. 
Wilkinson,  who  has  the  greatest  foundery,  I  believe,  in 
Europe,  finds  iron  everywhere,  and  Mr.  Wedgwood 
turns  the  clay,  which  does  not  turn  to  account  with 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  into  beautiful  earthen  ware.  Did  he 
make  his  exhibition  of  his  very  noble  set  sent  to  the 
Empress  of  Russia  before  you  left  England? 

You  see,  that,  so  far  as  we  can  trace  the  descendants 
of  attainted  families,  their  honors  are  restored.  The 
Irish  Roman  Catholic  families  are  most  of  them  either 
engrafted  into  foreign  families,  or  are  extinct.  Those, 
whose  lands  were  in  the  crown  by  modern  forfeiture, 
have  their  estates  restored  to  them.  By  a  general  act 
of  grace,  call  back  your  banished  people.  Procure 
inhabitants,  and  they  will  in   time,  by  their  industry, 
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create  wealth.  I  think  your  present  want  of  circulating 
cash  may  prove  an  advantage,  as  it  may  give  a  check 
to  the  luxury  you  had  imported  from  us. 

France  may,  by  and  by,  exhibit  a  new  scene  of  policy 
in  Europe.  Wealth,  poured  in  upon  her  during  the 
war,  promises  to  restrain  the  power  of  the  crown ;  and 
the  King,  as  a  reward  for  the  assistance  he  gave  you 
in  renouncing  your  brethren,  may  have  his  own  wings 
clipped.  You  will  probably  most  abundantly  punish 
Spain ;  for  I  dare  prophesy,  that  in  less  than  a  century, 
you  will  take  possession  of  Mexico.  Thus  the  world 
goes  round. 

That  you  may  live  to  see  a  good  government  estab- 
lished in  your  country,  and  happily  enjoy  what  of  life 
remains  to  you,  is  the  sincere  prayer  of  your  affec- 
tionate, &c.  Alexander  Small. 


TO    JOHN    LNGENHOUSZ. 

Wars  in  Europe,  —  Russia  and  Turkey.  —  Public 
Credit  in  the  United  States. 

Philadelphia,  11  February,  1788. 

My  dear  old  Friend, 

Your  letter  of  September  28th,  1787,  came  to  my 
hands  but  about  two  weeks  since.  It  found  me  very 
ill  with  a  severe  fit  of  the  stone,  which  followed  a  fall 
I  had  on  the  stone  steps  that  lead  into  my  garden, 
whereby  I  was  much  bruised,  and  my  wrist  sprained, 
so  as  to  render  me  incapable  of  writing  for  several 
weeks.  I  therefore  requested  Mr.  Vaughan  to  answer 
it  for  me,  which  he  has  done  in  his  letter,  that  I  en- 
close. I  will,  however,  add  a  little,  as  my  hand  is 
much  strengthened,  though  I  still  write  with  pain. 
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All  the  books  you  have  sent  to  me,  and  to  the  Phi- 
losophical Society  here,  have  been  received.  They  will 
be  acknowledged  in  our  next  volume.  In  the  mean 
time  please  to  accept  our  hearty  thanks.  There  are 
few  books  published  in  these  times,  that  contain  so 
much  new  and  useful  knowledge  as  these  you  have 
written. 

I  lament  with  you  the  prospect  of  a  horrid  war, 
which  is  likely  to  engage  so  great  a  part  of  mankind. 
There  is  little  good  gained,  and  so  much  mischief 
done  generally,  by  wTars,  that  I  wish  the  imprudence  of 
undertaking  them  was  more  evident  to  princes ;  in 
which  case  I  think  they  would  be  less  frequent.  If  I 
were  counsellor  of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  and  found 
that  she  desired  to  possess  some  part  of  the  domin- 
ions of  the  Grand  Signior,  I  should  advise  her  to  com- 
pute the  annual  taxes  raised  from  that  territory,  and 
make  him  an  offer  of  buying  it,  at  the  rate  of  paying 
for  it  at  twenty  years'  purchase.  And  if  I  were  his 
counsellor,  I  should  advise  him  to  take  the  money,  and 
cede  the  dominion  of  that  territory.  For  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  a  war  to  obtain  it  will  cost  her  more  than 
that  sum,  and  the  event  uncertain,  and  that  the  de- 
fence of  it  will  cost  him  as  much ;  and,  not  having 
embraced  the  offer,  his  loss  is  double.  But  to  make 
and  accept  such  an  offer,  these  potentates  should  be 
both  of  them  reasonable  creatures,  and  free  from  the 
ambition  of  glory,  which  perhaps  is  too  much  to  be 
supposed. 

I  am  glad  that  peace  is  likely  to  be  established  in 
your  native  country,  with  so  little  expense  of  blood, 
though  it  be  done  in  a  manner  not  agreeable  to  a 
great  part  of  the  nation.  If  the  French  had  entered 
with  the  Prussians,  and  made  it  the  seat  of  war,  the 
mischief  would  have  been  infinite. 
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I  am  truly  sorry  for  the  losses  you  have  met  with 
in  your  attempts  to  make  profit  by  commerce  in  this 
country.  Jonathan  Williams  was  in  England  and  Ire- 
land many  months  before  I  left  France.  He  has  since 
been  in  different  parts  of  America,  collecting  his  debts, 
and  now  happens  to  be  here.  I  have  talked  with  him 
about  your  affairs.  He  tells  me,  that  your  adventure  to 
Carolina  sold  well,  and  that  the  produce  wras  returned 
in  indigo,  which,  if  it  had  arrived,  would  have  rendered 
good  profit;  and,  though  his  correspondent  had  taken 
the  prudent  precaution  to  insure  in  Charleston,  the 
place  being  taken  soon  after,  and  the  insurers  ruined, 
nothing  of  value  could  be  recovered,  and  that  he  is  a 
loser  of  a  hundred  guineas  by  the  share  he  took  in 
that  unfortunate  adventure.  I  was  mistaken  when  I 
informed  you,  that  his  brother  had  given  him  your 
certificates.  It  was  only  authenticated  copies  of  them. 
These  he  has  now  given  me.  But  I  have  written 
to  John  to  give  the  originals  to  Mr.  Charles  Vaughan, 
now  in  Boston,  and  to  settle  your  account  with  that 
gentleman,  paying  to  him  any  bills  that  may  be  in 
hand,  which  I  make  no  doubt  he  will  do. 

Such  certificates  are  low  in  value  at  present,  but 
we  hope  and  believe  they  will  succeed,  when  our  new 
projected  constitution  of  government  is  established.  I 
lent  to  the  old  Congress  three  thousand  pounds  in  the 
value  of  hard  money,  and  took  their  certificates  promis- 
ing interest  at  six  per  cent,  but  I  have  received  no 
interest  for  several  years,  and  if  I  were  now  to  sell  the 
principal,  I  could  not  get  more  than  a  sixth  part.  You 
must  not  ascribe  this  to  want  of  honesty  in  our  govern- 
ment, but  to  wrant  of  ability;  the  war  having  exhausted 
all  the  faculties  of  the  country.  The  public  funds  even 
of  Great.  Britain  sunk  by  the  war  the  three  per  cents 
from  ninety-five   to   fifty-four.     We   had  powerful  ar- 
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mies  of  enemies  in  our  country,  ravaging,  plundering, 
and  destroying  our  towns,  and  obstructing  our  agricul- 
ture, while  their  fleets  ruined  our  commerce ;  and  this 
for  eight  years  together.  I  question,  whether  the  pub- 
lic credit,  even  of  your  rich  country,  would  have  sup- 
ported itself  under  similar  treatment.  But  we  are  re- 
covering fast,  and,  if  peace  continues,  which  God  grant, 
we  shall  soon  be  in  flourishing  circumstances. 

I  did  not  think  I  could  have  written  so  much.  I 
have  done  it,  however,  a  little  at  a  time.  I  can  now 
only  add,  that  I  remain,  with  unalterable  esteem  and 
affection,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  sincerely, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   M.    LE    VEILLARD. 

Dr.  Franklin's  Memoirs  of  his  own  Life.  —  New  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  —  Restrictions  on 
Trade.  —  Paper  Money. 

Philadelphia,  17  February,  1788. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  June  23d,  by  Mr. 
Saugrain,  and  it  is  the  last  of  yours  that  is  come  to  my 
hands.  As  you  have  so  much  leisure,  and  love  writ- 
ing, I  cannot  think  you  have  been  so  long  silent ;  you, 
who  are  so  good  as  to  love  me,  and  who  know  how 
much  pleasure  your  letters  always  afford  me.  I  there- 
fore rather  suspect  you  may  probably  have  written 
something  too  freely  concerning  public  affairs,  and  that 
your  letters  may  be  arrested  in  your  postoffice,  and 
yourself  lodged  in  the  Bastille.  You  see  I  imagine 
an}r  thing,  however  extravagant,  rather  than  suppose,  as 
your  letters  too  often  do,  that  my  friends  forget  me. 

I  find  Mr.  Saugrain  to  answer  well  the  good  char- 
acter you  give  of  him,  and  shall  with  pleasure  render 
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him  any  services  in  my  power.  He  is  now  gone  down 
the  Ohio,  to  reconnoitre  that  country. 

I  should  have  proceeded  in  the  history  you  mention,* 
if  I  could  well  have  avoided  accepting  the  chair  of 
President  for  this  third  and  last  year ;  to  which  I  was 
again  elected  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Council 
and  General  Assembly  in  November.  If  I  live  to  see 
this  year  expire,  I  may  enjoy  some  leisure,  which  I 
promise  you  to  employ  in  the  work  you  do  me  the 
honor  to  urge  so  earnestly. 

I  sent  you  with  my  last  a  copy  of  the  new  Constitu- 
tion proposed  for  the  United  States  by  the  late  General 
Convention.  I  sent  one  also  to  our  excellent  friend 
the  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld.  I  attended  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Convention  faithfully  for  four  months.  En- 
closed you  have  the  last  speech  I  made  in  it.t  Six 
States  have  already  adopted  the  Constitution,  and  there 
is  now  little  doubt  of  its  being  accepted  by  a  sufficient 
number  to  carry  it  into  execution,  if  not  immediately  by 
the  whole.  It  has,  however,  met  with  great  opposition 
in  some  States,  for  we  are  at  present  a  nation  of  poli- 
ticians. And,  though  there  is  a  general  dread  of  giving 
too  much  power  to  our  governors,  I  think  we  are  more 
in  danger  from  too  little  obedience  in  the  governed. 

We  shall,  as  you  suppose,  have  imposts  on  trade, 
and  custom-houses,  not  because  other  nations  have 
them,  but  because  we  cannot  at  present  do  without 
them.  We  want  to  discharge  our  public  debt  occa- 
sioned by  the  late  war.  Direct  taxes  are  not  so  easily 
levied  on  the  scantily  settled  inhabitants  of  our  wide- 
extended  country;  and  what  is  paid  in   the   price  of 

*  The  Memoirs  of  his  own  Life,  to  the  continuance  of  which  all  his 
friends,  who  knew  the  importance  of  such  a  history,  wished  him  anx- 
iously to  apply.  —  W.  T.  F. 

f  See  Vol.  V.  p,  155. 

vol.  x.  43  cc 
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merchandise  is  less  felt  by  the  consumer,  and  less  the 
cause  of  complaint.  When  we  are  out  of  debt  we  may 
leave  our  trade  free,  for  our  ordinary  charges  of  govern- 
ment will  not  be  great. 

Where  there  is  a  free  government,  and  the  people 
make  their  own  laws  by  their  representatives,  I  see  no 
injustice  in  their  obliging  one  another  to  take  their 
own  paper  money.  It  is  no  more  so  than  compelling 
a  man  by  law  to  take  his  own  note.  But  it  is  unjust 
to  pay  strangers  with  such  money  against  their  will. 
The  making  of  paper  money  with  such  a  sanction  is 
howTever  a  folly,  since,  although  you  may  by  law  oblige 
a  citizen  to  take  it  for  his  goods,  you  cannot  fix  his 
prices  ;  and  his  liberty  of  rating  them  as  he  pleases, 
which  is  the  same  thing  as  setting  what  value  he  pleases 
on  your  money,  defeats  your  sanction. 

I  have  been  concerned  to  hear  of  the  troubles  in 
the  internal  government  of  the  country  I  love;*  and 
hope  some  good  may  come  out  of  them ;  and  that  they 
may  end  without  mischief. 

In  your  letter  to  my  grandson,  you  asked  some  ques- 
tions that  had  an  appearance  as  if  you  meditated  a  visit 
to  us.  Nothing  in  this  world  would  give  me  greater 
pleasure,  than  to  receive  and  embrace  here  the  whole 
family ;  but  it  is  too  great  a  happiness  to  be  expected. 
This  family  all  join  with  me  in  best  wishes  of  every 
felicity  to  you  and  yours  ;  and  I  remain  with  unalter- 
able and  great  esteem  and  affection,  my  dear  friend, 
yours  most  sincerely, 

B.  Franklin. 

*  France. 
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TO    THE    EDITORS    OF    THE    PENNSYLVANIA    GAZETTE. 

On  the  Abuse  of  the  Press. 

Messrs.  Hall  and  Sellers, 
I  lately  heard  a  remark,  that  on  examination  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Gazette  for  fifty  years,  from  its  com- 
mencement, it  appeared,  that,  during  that  long  period, 
scarce  one  libellous  piece  had  ever  appeared  in  it. 
This  generally  chaste  conduct  of  your  paper  is  much 
to  its  reputation ;  for  it  has  long  been  the  opinion  of 
sober,  judicious  people,  that  nothing  is  more  likely  to 
endanger  the  liberty  of  the  press,  than  the  abuse  of  that 
liberty,  by  employing  it  in  personal  accusation,  detrac- 
tion, and  calumny.  The  excesses  some  of  our  papers 
have  been  guilty  of  in  this  particular,  have  set  this 
State  in  a  bad  light  abroad,  as  appears  by  the  following 
letter,  which  I  wish  you  to  publish,  not  merely  to  show 
your  own  disapprobation  of  the  practice,  but  as  a  cau- 
tion to  others  of  the  profession  throughout  the  United 
States.  For  I  have  seen  a  European  newspaper,  in 
which  the  editor,  who  had  been  charged  with  fre- 
quently calumniating  the  Americans,  justifies  himself 
by  saying,  "that  he  had  published  nothing  disgraceful 
to  us,  which  he  had  not  taken  from  our  own  printed 
papers."     I  am,  &c.  A.  B. 

"New  York,  March  30,  1788. 

"Dear  Friend, 

"My  gout  has  again  left  me,  after  five  months'  pain- 
ful confinement.  It  afforded  me,  however,  the  leisure 
to  read,  or  hear  read,  all  the  packets  of  your  news- 
papers, which  you  so  kindly  sent  for  my  amusement. 

"  Mrs.  W.  has  partaken  of  it ;  she  likes  to  read  the 
advertisements;  but  she  remarks  some  kind  of  incon- 
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sistency  in  the  announcing  so  many  diversions  for  al- 
most every  evening  of  the  week,  and  such  quantities 
to  be  sold  of  expensive  superfluities,  fineries,  and  lux- 
uries just  imported,  in  a  country,  that  at  the  same  time 
fills  its  papers  with  complaints  of  hard  times,  and  want 
of  money.  I  tell  her,  that  such  complaints  are  com- 
mon to  all  times  and  all  countries,  and  were  made  even 
in  Solomon's  time ;  when,  as  we  are  told,  silver  was  as 
plenty  in  Jerusalem  as  the  stones  in  the  street ;  and 
yet,  even  then,  there  were  people  that  grumbled,  so  as 
to  incur  this  censure  from  that  knowing  prince.  '  Say 
not  thou  that  the  former  times  were  better  than  these ; 
for  thou  dost  not  inquire  rightly  concerning  that  matter.9 
"But  the  inconsistency  that  strikes  me  the  most 
is,  that  between  the  name  of  your  city,  Philadelphia, 
(brotherly  love,)  and  the  spirit  of  rancor,  malice,  and 
hatred  that  breathes  in  its  newspapers.  For  I  learn 
from  those  papers,  that  your  State  is  divided  into  par- 
ties, that  each  party  ascribes  all  the  public  operations 
of  the  other  to  vicious  motives  ;  that  they  do  not  even 
suspect  one  another  of  the  smallest  degree  of  honesty ; 
that  the  antifederalists  are  such,  merely  from  the  fear 
of  losing  power,  places,  or  emoluments,  which  they  have 
in  possession  or  in  expectation ;  that  the  federalists  are 
a  set  of  conspirators,  who  aim  at  establishing  a  tyran- 
ny over  the  persons  and  property  of  their  countrymen, 
and  to  live  in  splendor  on  the  plunder  of  the  people.  I 
learn,  too,  that  your  justices  of  the  peace,  though  cho- 
sen by  their  neighbours,  make  a  villanous  trade  of  their 
office,  and  promote  discord  to  augment  fees,  and  fleece 
their  electors ;  and  that  this  would  not  be  mended  by 
placing  the  choice  in  the  executive  council,  who,  with 
interested  or  party  views,  are  continually  making  as 
improper  appointments ;  witness  a  *  petty  fiddler,  syco- 
phant, and  scoundrel,9  appointed  Judge  of  the  Admi- 
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ralty ;  *  an  old  woman  and  foment er  of  sedition '  to  be 
another  of  the  Judges,  and  '  a  Jeffries '  Chief  Justice, 
&lc.  &x. ;  with  '  two  harpies '  the  Comptroller  and 
Naval  Officers,  to  prey  upon  the  merchants  and  de- 
prive them  of  their  property  by  force  of  arms,  &c. 

"I  am  informed  also  by  these  papers,  that  your  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  though  the  annual  choice  of  the  peo- 
ple, shows  no  regard  to  their  rights,  but  from  sinister 
views  or  ignorance  makes  laws  in  direct  violation  of 
the  constitution,  to  divest  the  inhabitants  of  their  prop- 
erty and  give  it  to  strangers  and  intruders;  and  that 
the  Council,  either  fearing  the  resentment  of  their  con- 
stituents, or  plotting  to  enslave  them,  had  projected  to 
disarm  them,  and  given  orders  for  that  purpose ;  and 
finally,  that  your  President,  the  unanimous  joint  choice 
of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  is  'an  old  rogue?  who 
gave  his  assent  to  the  federal  constitution  merely  to 
avoid  refunding  money  he  had  purloined  from  the 
United  States. 

"  There  is,  indeed,  a  good  deal  of  manifest  inconsis- 
tency in  all  this,  and  yet  a  stranger,  seeing  it  in  your  own 
prints,  though  he  does  not  believe  it  all,  may  probably 
believe  enough  of  it  to  conclude,  that  Pennsylvania  is 
peopled  by  a  set  of  the  most  unprincipled,  wicked, 
rascally,  and  quarrelsome  scoundrels  upon  the  face  of 
the  globe.  I  have  sometimes,  indeed,  suspected,  that 
those  papers  are  the  manufacture  of  foreign  enemies 
among  you,  who  write  with  a  view  of  disgracing  your 
country,  and  making  you  appear  contemptible  and  de- 
testable all  the  world  over ;  but  then  I  wonder  at  the 
indiscretion  of  your  printers  in  publishing  such  writ- 
ings !  There  is,  however,  one  of  your  inconsistencies 
that  consoles  me  a  little,  which  is,  that  though,  living, 
you  give  one  another  the  characters  of  devils;  dead, 
you  are  all  angels!   It  is  delightful,  when  any  of  you 
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die,  to  read  what  good  husbands,  good  fathers,  good 
friends,  good  citizens,  and  good  Christians  you  were, 
concluding  with  a  scrap  of  poetry  that  places  you, 
with  certainty,  every  one  in  heaven.  So  that  I  think 
Pennsylvania  a  good  country  to  die  in,  though  a  very 
bad  one  to  live  in." 


FROM    THOMAS    POWNALL    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Political  Condition  of  the  Swiss  Cantons.  —  Constitu- 
tion of  the   United  States. 

Bristol,  8  April,  1788. 

My  dear  old  Friend, 
It  is  with  more  than  common  pleasure,  that  I  sit 
down  this  day  to  write  to  you  once  more.  As  I  have 
read  my  own  death  more  than  once  in  our  news- 
papers, so  I  have  read,  and  also  heard,  that  you  had 
quitted  this  present  stage,  and  were  gone  where  Ly- 
curgus,  Solon,  Numa,  and  the  elder  Brutus  have  been 
long  gone  before  you ;  and  where  I  most  decidedly  be- 
lieve, that  you  and  others,  who  have  served  and  have 
endeavoured  to  serve  their  country  and  the  community 
of  mankind  at  large,  will  compare  notes  with  them. 
Although  I  considered  your  last  quitting  of  Europe,  as 
a  departure  like  that  of  death,  at  least  to  us  whom 
you  left  behind,  yet,  so  long  as  you  remained  upon  the 
same  globe,  in  the  same  system  of  life,  and  since,  as 
the  proverb  says,  while  there  's  life,  there  's  hope,  one 
might  indulge  a  fond  hope  that  we  should  meet  again. 
But,  when  I  was  told  you  were  dead,  I  was  struck 
with  a  damp  upon  my  heart,  not  for  you,  but  for  my- 
self, as  having  lost  the  last  friend  remaining,  with  whom 
I  could  communicate  on  some  points  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  liberty  of  man. 
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I  believe  that  I  am  the  only  one  now  left,  on  this 
stage  of  life,  of  those  commissioners  representing  and 
acting  for  the  several  provinces  in  America,  whom  I 
met  at  that  Congress  in  Albany,  in  1754,  when  the 
events,  which  have  since  come  into  fact,  first  began  to 
develope  themselves,  as  ready  to  burst  into  bloom  and 
to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  liberty,  which  you  in  Amer- 
ica at  present  enjoy.  How  long  I  am  to  continue 
after  these,  is  of  very  little  consequence  either  to  myself 
or  to  the  world,  as  I  now  stand  unconnected  with  it 
and  its  affairs. 

In  your  last  letter  from  Paris,  when  you  took  leave 
of  me,  then  at  Geneva,  you  desired  I  would  consider 
the  operations  and  effect  of  the  Helvetic  League,  with 
a  reference  to  the  political  union  of  the  American  States. 
I  did  so,  and  every  thing,  which  I  saw  or  had  occa- 
sion to  learn  about  this  league,  only  served  to  confirm 
what  I  had  already  written  and  published  in  my  "Me- 
morial addressed  to  the  Sovereigns  of  America."  I 
saw,  that,  if  there  was  not  in  a  people  such  a  confi- 
dence in  the  basis  of  their  liberty,  as  could  suffer 
without  fears  and  jealousies  a  spirit  of  sovereignty  to 
establish  a  regulated  rotary  system  of  government,  trust- 
ed, as  to  men  in  rotation,  with  every  power  necessary 
to  render  it  effective,  there  could  be  neither  the  true 
spirit  of  liberty  nor  the  fruits  of  government,  and  that 
either  an  aristocracy,  or  a  monarchy,  founded  in  faction 
or  violence,  must  take  place  of  it.  I  saw  the  traces  of 
the  politics  of  some  high  allies,  false  friends  of  the 
Swiss,  establishing  an  aristocracy,  whose  members  were 
their  pensioners.  I  deprecated  from  my  soul,  that  this 
might  ever  be  the  fate  of  America.  And  since  you 
carried  up  from  the  committee  of  the  Convention  your 
report  of  a  system  of  sovereignty  founded  in  law, 
and  above  which  law  only  was  sovereign,  I  begin  to 
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entertain  hopes  for  the  liberties  of  America,  and  for 
what  will  be  an  asylum  one  day  or  other  to  a  rem- 
nant of  mankind,  who  wish  and  deserve  to  live  with 
political  liberty. 

I  do  not  altogether  take  confidence  to  heart.  I 
have  some  fears  of  mischief  from  the  orbit  of  four 
years'  period,  which  you  give  to  the  rotation  of  the 
office  of  President.  It  may  become  the  ground  of  in- 
trigue. Further,  suppose  the  United  States  in  peace, 
and  that  they  have  a  president  exactly  and  fully  quali- 
fied to  conduct  their  affairs  in  peace,  but  not  in  war. 
Suppose  then  war  to  come  upon  you,  before  the  period 
of  his  office  has  had  its  rotation.  Although  the  United 
State3  might  wish  to  choose  a  president,  suited  to  con- 
duct matters  in  the  line  of  war  or  of  negotiation,  that, 
unless  a  voluntary  resignation  of  the  first  takes  place, 
cannot  be  done.  I  make  this  remark  from  my  knowl- 
edge on  experience,  that  the  people,  in  their  annual 
election  of  representatives  in  General  Assembly,  look 
always  thus  to  suit  the  character  of  their  representative 
to  the  business  of  the  country,  wThich  is  likely  to  come 
into  operation.  When  I  see  how  wisely  and  prudently 
suited  to  the  basis  whereon  it  is  built,  every  other 
part  of  your  system  is  framed,  I  suspect  my  own  judg- 
ment in  this,  and  suppose  there  must  be  something, 
which  I  do  not  see,  that  operated  to  this  form  of  a  four 
years'  rotation.  As  I  hope  and  trust  you  are  now 
alive  and  well,  and  will  be  so  to  receive  what  I  now 
write,  and  as  I  also  hope  you  will  give  me  an  answer, 
and  that  I  shall  continue  in  life  to  receive  it,  pray  ex- 
plain this  to  me. 

Being  at  this  place  to  spend  a  few  weeks,  and  send- 
ing to  Mrs.  Cruger  to  inquire  whether  any  ship,  by 
which  I  could  write  to  you,  was  going  to  America,  and 
hearing  that  a  ship  bound  to  New  York  is  just  gone 
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down  the  river,  and  that  she  sends  her  letters  to- 
morrow morning,  I  have  hardly  an  hour  to  write  this 
hasty  letter  to  you.  I  am,  as  I  ever  have  been,  most 
sincerely  your  affectionate  friend, 

Thomas  Pownall. 


TO    M.    LE    VEILLARD. 

New  Constitution.  —  Custom-House  Duties. 

Philadelphia,  22  April,  1788. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  received  but  a  few  days  since,  your  favor  of  No- 
vember 30th,  1787,  in  which  you  continue  to  urge  me 
to  finish  the  Memoirs.  My  three  years  of  service  will 
expire  in  October,  when  a  new  president  must  be 
chosen ;  and  I  had  the  project  of  retiring  then  to  my 
grandson's  estate  in  New  Jersey,  where  I  might  be 
free  from  the  interruption  of  visits,  in  order  to  com- 
plete that  wrork  for  your  satisfaction ;  for  in  this  city 
my  time  is  so  cut  to  pieces  by  friends  and  strangers, 
that  I  have  sometimes  envied  the  prisoners  in  Bastille. 
But  considering  now  the  little  remnant  of  life  I  have 
left,  the  accidents  that  may  happen  between  this  and 
October,  and  your  earnest  desire,  I  have  come  to  the 
resolution  to  proceed  in  that  work  to-morrow,  and  con- 
tinue it  daily  till  finished,  which,  if  my  health  permits, 
may  be  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer.  As  it 
goes  on,  I  will  have  a  copy  made  for  you,  and  you 
may  expect  to  receive  a  part  by  the  next  packet. 

It  is  very  possible,  as  you  suppose,  that  all  the  arti- 
cles of  the  proposed  new  government  will  not  remain 
unchanged,  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  Congress.  I 
am  of  opinion  with  you,  that  the  two  chambers  were  not 
necessary,  and  I  disliked  some  other   articles  that  are 

vol.  x.  44 


346  FRANKLIN'S    WRITINGS.  [Mr.  82. 

in,  and  wished  for  some  that  are  not  in  the  proposed 
plan.  I  nevertheless  hope  it  may  be  adopted,  though 
I  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  execution  of  it, 
being  determined  to  quit  all  public  business  with  my 
present  employment.  At  eighty-three  one  certainly 
has  a  right  to  ambition  repose. 

We  are  not  ignorant,  that  the  duties  paid  at  the 
custom-house  on  the  importation  of  foreign  goods  are 
finally  reimbursed  by  the  consumer,  but  we  impose 
them  as  the  easiest  way  of  levying  a  tax  from  those 
consumers.  If  our  new  country  was  as  closely  inhab- 
ited as  your  old  one,  we  might  without  much  difficulty 
collect  a  land  tax,  that  would  be  sufficient  for  all  pur- 
poses ;  but  where  farms  are  at  five  or  six  miles'  distance 
from  each  other,  as  they  are  in  a  great  part  of  our 
country,  the  going  of  the  collectors  from  house  to  house 
to  demand  the  taxes,  and  being  obliged  to  call  more 
than  once  for  the  same  tax,  makes  the  trouble  of  col- 
lecting in  many  cases  exceed  the  value  of  the  sum 
collected.  Things  that  are  practicable  in  one  country 
are  not  always  so  in  another,  where  circumstances  dif- 
fer. Our  duties  are,  however,  generally  so  small,  as  to 
give  little  temptation  to  smuggling.  Believe  me  ever, 
my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 
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TO    JOHN    LATHROP.* 


Attachment  to  his  early  Friends  and  the  Associations  of 
his  Youth.  —  Growing  Felicity  of  Mankind  by  Im- 
provements in  Philosophy. 

Philadelphia,  31  May,  1788. 

Reverend  Sir, 

I  received  your  obliging  favor  of  the  6th  instant 
by  Mr.  Hilliard,  with  whose  conversation  I  was  much 
pleased,  and  would  have  been  glad  to  have  had  more 
of  it,  if  he  would  have  spared  it  to  me ;  but  the  short 
time  of  his  stay  has  prevented.  You  need  make  no 
apology  for  introducing  any  of  your  friends  to  me.  I 
consider  it  as  doing  me  honor,  as  well  as  giving  me 
pleasure. 

I  thank  you  for  the  pamphlet  of  the  Humane  So- 
ciety. In  return  please  to  accept  one  of  the  same 
kind,  which  was  published  while  I  resided  in  France. 
If  your  Society  have  not  hitherto  seen  it,  it  may  pos- 
sibly afford  them  useful  hints. 

It  would  certainly,  as  you  observe,  be  a  very  great 
pleasure  to  me,  if  I  could  once  again  visit  my  native 
town,  and  walk  over  the  grounds  I  used  to  frequent 
when  a  boy,  and  where  I  enjoyed  many  of  the  inno- 
cent pleasures  of  youth,  which  would  be  so  brought  to 
my  remembrance,  and  where  I  might  find  some  of  my 
old  acquaintance  to  converse  with.  But  when  I  con- 
sider how  well  I  am  situated  here,  with  every  thing 
about  me,  that  I  can  call  either  necessary  or  conven- 
ient; the  fatigues  and  bad  accommodations  to  be  met 
with  and  suffered  in  a  land  journey,  and  the  unpleas- 


*  An  eminent  clergyman  of  Boston,  and  for  many  years  a  neighbour 
and  valuable  friend  of  Mrs.  Mecom,  the  sister  of  Dr.  Franklin. 
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antness  of  sea  voyages,  to  one,  who,  although  he  has 
crossed  the  Atlantic  eight  times,  and  made  many 
smaller  trips,  does  not  recollect  his  having  ever  been 
at  sea  without  taking  a  firm  resolution  never  to  go 
to  sea  again ;  and  that,  if  I  were  arrived  in  Boston, 
I  should  see  but  little  of  it,  as  I  could  neither  bear 
walking  nor  riding  in  a  carriage  over  its  pebbled 
streets ;  and,  above  all,  that  I  should  find  very  few 
indeed  of  my  old  friends  living,  it  being  now  sixty- 
five  years  since  I  left  it  to  settle  here ;  —  all  this  con- 
sidered, I  say,  it  seems  probable,  though  not  certain, 
that  I  shall  hardly  again  visit  that  beloved  place.  But 
I  enjoy  the  company  and  conversation  of  its  inhab- 
itants, when  any  of  them  are  so  good  as  to  visit  me ; 
for,  besides  their  general  good  sense,  which  I  value, 
the  Boston  manner,  turn  of  phrase,  and  even  tone  of 
voice,  and  accent  in  pronunciation,  all  please,  and  seem 
to  refresh  and  revive  me. 

I  have  been  long  impressed  with  the  same  senti- 
ments you  so  well  express,  of  the  growing  felicity  of 
mankind,  from  the  improvements  in  philosophy,  mor- 
als, politics,  and  even  the  conveniences  of  common 
living,  and  the  invention  and  acquisition  of  new  and 
useful  utensils  and  instruments  ;  so  that  I  have  some- 
times almost  wished  it  had  been  my  destiny  to  be 
born  twro  or  three  centuries  hence.  For  invention  and 
improvement  are  prolific,  and  beget  more  of  their  kind. 
The  present  progress  is  rapid.  Many  of  great  impor- 
tance, nowT  unthought  of,  will  before  that  period  be 
produced ;  and  then  I  might  not  only  enjoy  their  ad- 
vantages, but  have  my  curiosity  gratified  in  knowing 
what  they  are  to  be.  I  see  a  little  absurdity  in  what 
I  have  just  written,  but  it  is  to  a  friend,  who  will  wink 
and  let  it  pass,  while  I  mention  one  reason  more  for 
such  a  wish,  which  is,  that,  if  the  art  of  physic  shall 
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be  improved  in  proportion  to  other  arts,  we  may  then 
be  able  to  avoid  diseases,  and  live  as  long  as  the 
patriarchs  in  Genesis ;  to  which  I  suppose  we  should 
have  little  objection. 

I  am  glad  my  dear  sister  has  so  good  and  kind  a 
neighbour.  I  sometimes  suspect  she  may  be  backward 
in  acquainting  me  with  circumstances  in  which  I  might 
be  more  useful  to  her.  If  any  such  should  occur  to 
your  observation,  your  mentioning  them  to  me  will  be 
a  favor  I  shall  be  thankful  for.  With  great  esteem,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  Reverend  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    M.    LE    VEILLARD, 

Toleration,  —  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Philadelphia,  8  June,  1788. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  received  a  few  days  ago  your  kind  letter  of  the  3d 
of  January.  The  arret  in  favor  of  the  non-catholiques 
gives  pleasure  here,  not  only  from  its  present  advan- 
tages, but  as  it  is  a  good  step  towards  general  tolera- 
tion, and  to  the  abolishing  in  time  all  party  spirit  among 
Christians,  and  the  mischiefs  that  have  so  long  attend- 
ed it.  Thank  God,  the  world  is  growing  wiser  and 
wiser;  and  as  by  degrees  men  are  convinced  of  the 
folly  of  wars  for  religion,  for  dominion,  or  for  commerce, 
they  will  be  happier  and  happier. 

Eight  States  have  now  agreed  to  the  proposed  new 
constitution ;  there  remain  five  who  have  not  yet  dis- 
cussed it;  their  appointed  times  of  meeting  not  being 
yet  arrived.  Two  are  to  meet  this  month,  the  rest 
later.  One  more  agreeing,  it  will  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution.    Probably  some  will  not  agree  at  present,  but 
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time  may  bring  them  in ;  so  that  we  have  little  doubt 
of  its  becoming  general,  perhaps  with  some  corrections. 
As  to  your  friend's  taking  a  share  in  the  management 
of  it,  his  age  and  infirmities  render  him  unfit  for  the 
business,  as  the  business  would  be  for  him.  After  the 
expiration  of  his  presidentship,  which  will  now  be  in  a 
few  months,  he  is  determined  to  engage  no  more  in 
public  affairs,  even  if  required ;  but  his  countrymen 
will  be  too  reasonable  to  require  it.  You  are  not  so 
considerate  ;  you  are  a  hard  task-master.  You  insist 
on  his  writing  his  life,  already  a  long  work,  and  at  the 
same  time  would  have  him  continually  employed  in 
augmenting  the  subject,  while  the  time  shortens  in 
which  the  work  is  to  be  executed.  General  Wash- 
ington is  the  man  that  all  our  eyes  are  fixed  on  for 
President,  and  what  little  influence  I  may  have,  is  de- 
voted to  him.     I  am,  &,c. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    M.    DUPONT    DE    NEMOURS. 

Constitution  of  the  United  States.  —  Principles  of  Tirade. 
—  Commercial  Dictionary. 

Philadelphia,  9  June,  1788. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  favor  of  December  31st,  with 
the  extract  of  a  letter,  which  you  wish  to  have  trans- 
lated and  published  here.  But  seven  States  having, 
before  it  arrived,  ratified  the  new  constitution,  and 
others  being  daily  expected  to  do  the  same,  after  the 
fullest  discussion  in  convention,  and  in  all  the  public 
papers,  till  everybody  was  tired  of  the  argument,  it 
seemed  too  late  to  propose  delay,  and  especially  the 
delay  that  must  be  occasioned  by  a  revision  and  cor- 
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rection  of  all  the  separate  Constitutions.  For  it  would 
take  at  least  a  year  to  convince  thirteen  States,  that  the 
Constitutions  they  have  practised  ever  since  the  Rev- 
olution, without  observing  any  imperfections  in  them  so 
great  as  to  be  worth  the  trouble  of  amendment,  are 
nevertheless  so  ill  formed  as  to  be  unfit  for  continua- 
tion, or  to  be  parts  of  a  federal  government.  And,  when 
they  should  be  so  convinced,  it  would  probably  take 
some  years  more  to  make  the  corrections. 

An  eighth  State  has  since  acceded,  and  when  a 
ninth  is  added,  which  is  now  daily  expected,  the  con- 
stitution will  be  carried  into  execution.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  Con- 
gress, various  amendments  will  be  proposed  and  dis- 
cussed, when  I  hope  your  Ouvrage  sur  les  PiHncipes 
et  le  Bien  des  Republiques  en  general,  &c.  &c,  may  be 
ready  to  put  into  their  hands ;  and  such  a  work  from 
your  hand  I  am  confident,  though  it  may  not  be  en- 
tirely followed,  will  afford  useful  hints,  and  produce  ad- 
vantages of  importance. 

But  we  must  not  expect,  that  a  new  government  may 
be  formed,  as  a  game  of  chess  may  be  played,  by  a 
skilful  hand,  without  a  fault.  The  players  of  our  game 
are  so  many,  their  ideas  so  different,  their  prejudices 
so  strong  and  so  various,  and  their  particular  interests, 
independent  of  the  general,  seeming  so  opposite,  that 
not  a  move  can  be  made  that  is  not  contested ;  the 
numerous  objections  confound  the  understanding ;  the 
wisest  must  agree  to  some  unreasonable  things,  that 
reasonable  ones  of  more  consequence  may  be  obtained ; 
and  thus  chance  has  its  share  in  manv  of  the  deter- 
minations,  so  that  the  play  is  more  like  tric-lrac  with 
a  box  of  dice. 

We  are  much  pleased  with  the  disposition  of  your 
government  to  favor  our  commerce,  manifested  in  the 
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late  reglement.  You  appear  to  be  possessed  of  a  truth, 
which  few  governments  are  possessed  of,  that  A  must 
take  some  of  B's  produce,  otherwise  B  will  not  be 
able  to  pay  for  what  he  would  take  of  A.  But  there 
is  one  thing  wanting  to  facilitate  and  augment  our  in- 
tercourse. It  is  a  dictionary,  explaining  the  names  of 
different  articles  of  manufacture  in  the  two  languages. 
When  I  was  in  Paris,  I  received  a  large  order  for  a 
great  variety  of  goods,  particularly  of  the  kind  called 
hard  wares,  that  is,  wares  of  iron  and  steel ;  and  when 
I  showed  the  invoice  to  your  manufacturers,  they  did 
not  understand  what  kind  of  goods  or  instruments 
were  meant  by  the  names ;  nor  could  any  English  and 
French  dictionary  be  found  to  explain  them.  So  I  sent 
to  England  for  one  of  each  sort,  which  might  serve 
both  as  explanation  and  as  a  model,  the  latter  being 
of  importance  likewise,  since  people  are  prejudiced  in 
favor  of  forms  they  have  been  used  to,  though  per- 
haps not  the  best.  They  cost  me  twenty- five  guineas, 
but  were  lost  by  the  way,  and,  the  peace  coming  on, 
the  scheme  dropped.  It  would,  however,  as  I  imagine, 
be  well  worth  reviving,  for  our  merchants  say,  we  still 
send  to  England  for  such  goods  as  we  want,  because 
there  they  understand  our  orders,  and  can  execute 
them  precisely.  With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  I  am, 
&c.  B.  Franklin. 
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FROM    M.    DE    CONDORCET    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Constitution  of  the  United  States.  —  Jlffairs  in  France. 

Translation. 

Paris,  8  July,  1788. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  beg  you  to  assure  the  Philosophical  Society  of 
Philadelphia  of  my  gratitude  for  the  honor,  which  it 
has  done  me  in  electing  me  a  member,  and  to  present 
at  the  same  time  my  thanks  for  the  volume  it  has 
been  kind  enough  to  send  me. 

I  have  seen  your  new  federal  constitution,  and  the 
speech  pronounced  by  you  on  that  occasion.  If  it 
was  necessary  to  finish  it  at  once,  if  it  was  impossible 
to  obtain  any  thing  better,  we  must  regard  it  as  among 
the  necessary  evils,  and  hope  that  the  opposition  will 
be  strong  enough  to  require  a  few  years  hence  a  new 
convention.  I  see  with  pain,  that  the  aristocratic  spirit 
seeks  to  introduce  itself  among  you,  in  spite  of  so 
many  wise  precautions.  At  this  moment  it  is  throw- 
ing every  thing  into  confusion  here.  Priests,  magis- 
trates, nobles,  all  unite  against  the  poor  citizens,  who 
are  of  a  very  different  character.  This  league,  so  nu- 
merous in  itself,  has  increased  its  strength  by  clamors 
against  despotism.  It  is  true,  that  it  has  taken  the 
very  moment  when  the  King  is  acknowledging  the 
rights  of  the  nation,  and  promising  to  restore  them; 
but  the  word  is  a  hateful  one,  and  in  this  country  words 
are  more  than  things. 

I  hope,  however,  that  we  shall  get  through,  and  that 
we  shall  have  neither  civil  war  nor  bankruptcy,  in  spite 
of  all  that  our  pretended  patriots  are  saying  and  doing 
to  lead  us  to  both.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend  ;  may  you 
long  enjoy  your  glory,  but  let  it  not  make  you  forget 
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the  friends  and  the  admirers,  whom  you  have  left  on 
the  other  side  of  the  ocean.     I  am,  &c. 

CoNDORCET. 


FROM    THE    DUKE    DE    LA    ROCHEFOUCAULD    TO 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

Constitution  of  the    United  States.  —  Washington.  — 
Political   Condition  of  France. 

Translation. 

Varennes,  12  July,  1788. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  have  heard  from  you  indirectly,  through  M.  le  Veil- 
lard  and  the  Abbe  de  la  Roche,  more  recently  than 
by  the  letter,  which  you  were  kind  enough  to  write  to 
me  some  time  since.  I  learn  from  the  former  gentle- 
man, that  we  may  soon  expect  the  Memoirs  of  your 
life,  which  you  promised  him  so  long  ago.  What  a 
precious  monument  this  memoir  must  be,  written  as  it 
is  by  a  true  philosopher,  whose  genius  has  thrown  light 
upon  physical  and  political  science,  has  taught  us  what 
lightning  is,  and  how  we  may  avoid  it ;  what  liberty  is, 
and  how  we  may  acquire  and  preserve  it ;  and  who, 
uniting  to  rich  intellectual  gifts  the  kindest  social  feel- 
ings, has  shown,  that  he  knows  the  value  of  friendship, 
and  how  compatible  it  is  with  sentiments  of  respect  and 
veneration ;  a  philosopher,  too,  who  can  judge  himself 
with  the  same  impartiality,  with  which  he  would  judge 
others.  It  will  be  a  gift  most  dear  to  your  friends, 
who  will  always  pray,  that  the  last  chapter  of  a  life  so 
valuable  to  humanity  may  have  the  longest  possible 
extent. 

We  see  with  pleasure,  that  your  infirmities,  though 
they  do  not  leave  you,  still  do  not  increase ;  and  since 
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they  have  allowed  you  for  the  last  three  years  to  labor 
in  public  affairs,  we  hope  that  they  will  now  allow  you 
to  enjoy  for  a  long  period  the  repose  and  tranquillity, 
which  should  close  so  great  a  career. 

Eight  States,  then,  have  accepted  the  new  federal 
constitution.  Virginia  is  to  be  the  ninth,  so  that  it  will 
presently  go  into  operation,  with  a  few  modifications 
made  upon  the  original  plan  adopted  by  the  conven- 
tion. There  is  one  point,  on  which  I  have  heard  no 
objections,  which  yet  seems  to  me  liable  to  a  great 
many.  I  mean  the  extent  of  the  power  granted  to 
the  President,  and  the  possibility  of  his  occupying  the 
place  for  an  indefinite  period.  I  love  to  believe  that 
Washington,  your  worthy  companion  in  the  great  Amer- 
ican revolution,  will  give  to  the  world  the  example  of 
a  man,  who  has  willingly  set  bounds  to  his  own  pow- 
er ;  that,  when  placed  by  his  fellow  citizens  in  the 
highest  office,  he  will  point  out  to  them  the  evils  of 
too  blind  a  confidence,  and,  directing  it  to  a  noble 
end,  he  will  provide  proper  restraints  upon  his  own 
power,  and  that  of  his  successors  less  worthy  than 
himself. 

While  you  are  busy  in  these  great  matters,  France, 
whom  you  left  talking  zealously  of  liberty  for  other 
nations,  begins  to  think,  that  a  small  portion  of  this 
same  liberty  would  be  a  very  good  thing  for  herself. 
Good  works  for  the  last  thirty  years,  and  your  good 
example  for  the  last  fourteen,  have  enlightened  us 
much ;  while  our  ministers,  sometimes  despotic,  and 
sometimes  rapacious,  have,  by  their  attacks  upon  per- 
sonal liberty  or  property,  led  men  to  the  examination 
of  great  principles ;  an  ignorance  of  which,  sometimes 
real  and  sometimes  conventional,  left  us  in  a  state  of 
calm,  which  was  by  no  means  happiness,  though  frivo- 
lous, unenlightened,  and  stupid  people,  who  are  the 
largest  class,  thought  it  was. 
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The  excess  of  the  evil  awakened  us  at  last.  M.  de 
Calonne  made  known  the  disastrous  state  of  the 
finances ;  his  successors  employed  violent  means ;  the 
classes,  which  had  been  the  zealous  supporters  of 
the  royal  authority,  and  often  the  passive  or  the  ready 
instruments  of  ministerial  despotism,  for  which,  when 
they  opposed  it,  they  only  substituted  their  own,  which 
was  still  worse,  these  classes  found  their  only  means 
of  resistance  consisted  in  calling  public  opinion  to  their 
aid.  They  have  made  an  appeal  to  the  nation,  and 
the  States-General  are  demanded  with  one  voice  from 
one  extremity  of  France  to  the  other.  The  ministers, 
instead  of  skilfully  yielding  to  this  call,  have  shown  a 
repugnance,  and  defer  announcing  their  convocation, 
pretending  that  it  is  difficult  to  settle  the  forms,  and 
that,  before  the  assembly  can  be  called,  time  should  be 
given  for  the  public  mind  to  grow  calm.  This  last 
reason  is  altogether  futile ;  for  the  more  repugnance 
they  show,  and  the  stronger  their  desire  to  avoid 
granting  the  general  wish,  the  more  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  the  exasperation  will  increase. 

The  first  reason,  however,  is  not  without  foundation. 
It  is  true,  that  the  form  of  our  States-General,  which 
has  undergone  several  variations,  is  very  nearly  deter- 
mined by  the  different  meetings,  which  have  taken 
place  from  1483  to  1624;  but  their  constitution  is  a 
bad  one.  The  distinction  into  three  orders,  of  which 
the  first,  the  clergy,  ought  not  to  be  one  ;  of  which 
the  second,  the  nobility,  is  a  constitutional  evil,  and  en- 
joys, with  the  first,  privileges  which  are  burdensome 
to  the  nation;  of  which  the  third,  the  Third  Estate, 
which  ought  to  be  the  only  one,  and  should  compre- 
hend all  holders  of  property,  is  still  in  a  great  measure 
composed  of  privileged  persons ;  I  repeat,  this  distinc- 
tion into  three  orders  is  a  great  obstacle  to  the  public 
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good,  by  the  diversity  of  interests,  which  may  render 
this  assembly  a  system  of  three  bodies  inimical  to  each 
other,  and  no  one  of  them  truly  friends  to  the  nation. 

If  our  well  intentioned  ministers  had  taken  up  the 
idea  of  convoking  a  National  Assembly,  they  might 
have  reformed  this  evil,  and  given  us  a  form  of  repre- 
sentation founded  upon  principles  of  justice  and  good 
policy ;  but  now  that  they  call  it  in  spite  of  themselves, 
they  cannot  help  following  the  old  form ;  and  it  is  from 
an  assembly,  the  composition  of  which  is  so  excep- 
tionable, that  we  are  to  expect  a  constitution.  The 
light,  which  has  lately  been  shed  upon  the  science  of 
political  economy,  is  our  only  ground  of  hope  and  con- 
solation ;  and  perhaps  it  will  be  sufficient  to  triumph 
over  ministers,  orders,  and  political  bodies,  over  their 
passions  and  their  prejudices.  Posterity  must  judge 
of  this;  but  I  much  fear,  that  our  first  steps  in  the 
career  of  liberty  will  not  be  guided  by  that  sound  rea- 
son, which  alone  can  lead  us  promptly  and  permanent- 
ly to  happiness. 

You  Americans  were  in  a  far  more  favorable  posi- 
tion for  the  establishment  of  a  good  constitution.  You 
had  none  of  those  distinctions  of  birth  and  place,  with 
which  superstition  and  the  feudal  system  have  cursed 
old  Europe.  It  was  partly  to  avoid  the  evil  influence 
of  these  prejudices,  that  your  forefathers  left  their  coun- 
try, and  sought  a  retreat  in  the  forests  of  America, 
which  they  soon  converted  into  fertile  fields.  They 
had  imbibed,  with  the  milk  of  their  British  mothers, 
the  love  and  the  principles  of  liberty,  which,  sometimes 
forgotten  by  that  nation,  have  never  been  extinct  among 
them ;  and  these  principles  and  this  love  had  taken 
deep  root  in  the  hearts  of  your  countrymen.  When 
the  ministers  and  Parliament  of  England  attempted  to 
enslave  you,  they  were  resisted  with  an  energy  which 
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they  had  never  expected ;  and,  when  you  had  acquired 
a  rank  among  nations,  you  took,  for  the  basis  of  your 
government  and  of  your  laws,  personal  liberty,  liberty 
of  property  and  consequently  of  trade,  and  religious  lib- 
erty. You  allowed  men  to  enjoy  all  the  rights,  which 
they  hold  from  nature,  and  of  which  everywhere  else 
either  legislators  or  circumstances  have  more  or  less 
deprived  them. 

But  the  pleasure  of  conversing  with  you  has  carried 
me  beyond  the  proper  limits  of  a  letter.  If  I  did  not 
know  your  indulgence,  I  should  ask  your  pardon ;  but 
your  friendship  and  the  interest  of  the  subject  make 
me  feel  this  to  be  unnecessary.  Give  your  distant 
blessing  to  a  nation,  which,  at  least,  has  the  merit  of 
appreciating  your  worth,  and  which,  by  the  enlightened 
men  it  has  produced,  is  worthy  that  you  should  take 
an  interest  in  its  fate,  though  it  has  often  been  the 
last  to  profit  by  the  lessons,  which  it  has  given  to 
others. 

I  shall  close  my  letter  by  offering  you,  on  the  part 
of  the  author  and  on  mine,  a  Dissertation  on  Nyctalopia, 
a  disease  endemic  in  the  neighbourhood  of  La  Roche  - 
guyon.  You  will  find  there  the  names  of  M.  de  Con- 
dorcet  and  the  Abbe  Rochon,  who  desire  to  add  their 
affectionate  compliments  to  those  of  all  my  family.  Re- 
member me  to  yours,  and  ever  believe  in  the  constant 
regard  and  affection  of  the 

Duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld. 
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FROM    CHARLOTTE    FILANGIERI    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Naples,  27  September,  1788. 

Sir, 

Attribute  this  long  delay  to  my  grief,  and  sympathize 
with  me  in  my  affliction.  The  Chevalier  Gaetano  Fi- 
langieri,  my  husband  and  my  friend,  is  no  more.  He 
died  on  the  2 1  st  of  July,  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  the 
victim  of  a  cruel  disease,  and  with  him  my  happiness 
has  gone.  He  has  left  three  children,  with  no  other 
patrimony  than  the  memory  of  his  virtues  and  his 
reputation.  If  the  letter,  which  you  wrote  to  him  on 
the  14th  of  October,  1787,  had  reached  him  before  the 
1st  of  July,  the  day  on  which  the  disease  attacked  him, 
he  would  not  have  failed  to  answer  it,  and  to  send  you 
the  copies  of  his  work  on  legislation,  which  you  had 
requested.  I  shall  myself  perform  what  would  have 
been  his  wish,  and  you  will  receive  through  the  chan- 
nel, which  you  pointed  out  to  him,  all  that  you  desire. 
The  little  that  remains  of  his  immortal  work  will  shortly 
be  printed,  and  I  shall  deem  it  a  duty  to  sencj  it  to 
you  as  soon  as  it  comes  from  the  press.  I  shall  also 
have  the  melancholy  pleasure  of  sending  you,  at  the 
same  time,  the  history  of  his  life,  and  a  selection  from 
the  best  of  his  writings. 

Accept,  Sir,  the  assurance  of  the  high  consideration, 
and  the  sincere  respect  so  fully  your  due,  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Charlotte  Filangieri.* 


*  Filangieri  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six.  His  great  work  was  left 
unfinished ;  but  the  deficiency  has  been  in  some  degree  supplied  by 
Benjamin  Constant,  who  added  to  the  Paris  edition  of  1822  a  volume, 
entitled  Commentaire  sur  VOuvrage  de  Filangieri. 
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TO    THE    DUKE    DE    LA    ROCHEFOUCAULD. 

Philadelphia,  22  October,  1788. 

•  Our  public  affairs  begin  to  wear  a  more  quiet 


aspect.  The  disputes  about  the  faults  of  the  new  con- 
stitution are  subsided.  The  first  Congress  will  proba- 
bly mend  the  principal  ones,  and  future  Congresses 
the  rest.  That  which  you  mentioned  did  not  pass 
unnoticed  in  the  Convention.  Many,  if  I  remember 
right,  were  for  making  the  President  incapable  of  be- 
ing chosen  after  the  first  four  years ;  but  the  majority 
were  for  leaving  the  electors  free  to  choose  whom 
they  pleased ;  and  it  was  alleged,  that  such  incapacity 
might  tend  to  make  the  President  less  attentive  to  the 
duties  of  his  office,  and  to  the  interests  of  the  people, 
than  he  would  be  if  a  second  choice  depended  on 
their  good  opinion  of  him.  We  are  making  experi- 
ments in  politics ;  what  knowledge  we  shall  gain  by 
them    will   be   more  certain,  though  perhaps  we   may 

hazard  too  much  in  that  mode  of  acquiring  it. 

Having  now  finished  my  turn  of  being  President,  and 
promising  myself  to  engage  no  more  in  public  busi- 
ness, I  hope  to  enjoy  the  small  remains  of  life  that  are 
allowed  me,  in  the  repose  I  have  so  long  wished  for. 
I  purpose  to  employ  it  in  completing  the  personal  his- 
tory you  mention.*  It  is  now  brought  down  to  my 
fiftieth  year.  What  is  to  follow  will  be  of  more  im- 
portant transactions ;  but  it  seems  to  me  what  is  done 
will  be  of  more  general  use  to  young  readers,  exem- 
plifying strongly  the  effects  of  prudent  and  imprudent 
conduct  in  the  commencement  of  a  life  of  business.! 

B.  Franklin. 

*  The  Memoirs  of  his  Life. 

f  Two  days  later  he  wrote  to  M.  le  Veillard  as  follows.     "  Our  affairs 
mend  daily,  and  are  getting  into  good  order  very  fast.     Never  was  any 
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TO    MADAME    LAVOISIER. 

Philadelphia,  23  October,  1788. 

I  have  a  long  time  been  disabled  from  writing  to  my 
dear  friend,  by  a  severe  fit  of  the  gout,  or  I  should 
sooner  have  returned  my  thanks  for  her  very  kind 
present  of  the  portrait,  which  she  has  herself  done  me 
the  honor  to  make  of  me.  It  is  allowed  by  those,  who 
have  seen  it,  to  have  great  merit  as  a  picture  in  every 
respect ;  but  what  particularly  endears  it  to  me  is  the 
hand  that  drew  it.  Our  English  enemies,  when  they 
were  in  possession  of  this  city  and  my  house,  made  a 
prisoner  of  my  portrait,  and  carried  it  off  with  them, 
leaving  that  of  its  companion,  my  wife,  by  itself,  a  kind 
of  widow.  You  have  replaced  the  husband,  and  the 
lady  seems  to  smile  as  well  pleased. 

It  is  true,  as  you  observe,  that  I  enjoy  here  every 
thing  that  a  reasonable  mind  can  desire,  a  sufficiency 
of  income,  a  comfortable  habitation  of  my  own  building, 
having  all  the  conveniences  I  could  imagine ;  a  dutiful 
and  affectionate  daughter  to  nurse  and  take  care  of 
me,    a   number  of  promising  grandchildren,   some  old 

measure  so  thoroughly  discussed  as  our  proposed  new  Constitution. 
Many  objections  were  made  to  it  in  the  public  papers,  and  answers  to 
those  objections.  Much  party  heat  there  was,  and  some  violent  personal 
abuse.  I  kept  out  of  the  dispute,  and  wrote  only  one  little  paper  on 
the  occasion,  which  I  enclose.  You  seem  to  be  too  apprehensive  about 
our  President's  being-  perpetual.  Neither  he  nor  we  have  any  such  in- 
tentions ;  of  what  danger  there  may  be  of  such  an  event  we  are  all  aware, 
and  shall  take  care  effectually  to  prevent  it.  The  choice  is  from  four 
years  to  five  years ;  the  appointments  will  be  small.  Thus  we  may  change 
our  President  if  we  do  not  like  his  conduct,  and  he  will  have  less  in- 
ducement to  struggle  for  a  new  election.  As  to  the  two  chambers,  I 
am  of  your  opinion,  that  one  alone  would  be  better;  but,  my  dear  friend, 
nothing  in  human  affairs  and  schemes  is  perfect;  and  perhaps  this  is 
the  case  of  our  opinions."  —  October  2ith.  On  this  subject  of  a  single 
legislative  body,  see  Vol.  V.  p.  165. 

VOL.  X.  46  E  E 
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friends  still  remaining  to  converse  with,  and  more  re- 
spect, distinction,  and  public  honors  than  I  can  possibly 
merit.  These  are  the  blessings  of  God,  and  depend 
on  his  continued  goodness ;  yet  all  do  not  make  me 
forget  Paris,  and  the  nine  years'  happiness  I  enjoyed 
there,  in  the  sweet  society  of  a  people  whose  conver- 
sation is  instructive,  whose  manners  are  highly  pleasing, 
and  who,  above  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  have,  in 
the  greatest  perfection,  the  art  of  making  themselves 
beloved  by  strangers.  And  now,  even  in  my  sleep,  I 
find,  that  the  scenes  of  all  my  pleasant  dreams  are  laid 
in  that  city,  or  in  its  neighbourhood. 

I  like  much  young  M.  Dupont.  He  appears  a  very 
sensible  and  valuable  man,  and  I  think  his  father  will 
have  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  in  him. 

Please  to  present  my  thanks  to  M.  Lavoisier  for  the 
Nomenclature  Chimique  he  has  been  so  good  as  to 
send  me,  (it  must  be  a  very  useful  book,)  and  assure 
him  of  my  great  and  sincere  esteem  and  attachment. 
My  best  wishes  attend  you  both ;  and  I  think  I  cannot 
wish  you  and  him  greater  happiness,  than  a  long  con- 
tinuance of  the  connexion.  With  great  regard  and  af- 
fection, I  have  the   honor  to  be,  my  dear  friend,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   JOHN    INGENHOUSZ. 

State  of  his  Health.  —  Steamboat. 

Philadelphia,  24  October,  1788. 

You  have  always  been  kind  enough  to  interest 

yourself  in  what  relates  to  my  health.  I  ought  there- 
fore to  acquaint  you  with  what  appears  to  me  some- 
thing curious  respecting  it.  You  may  remember  the 
cutaneous  malady,  I  formerly  complained  of,   and  for 
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which  you  and  Dr.  Pringle  favored  me  with  prescrip- 
tions and  advice.  It  vexed  me  near  fourteen  years, 
and  was,  the  beginning  of  this  year,  as  bad  as  ever, 
covering  almost  my  whole  body,  except  my  face  and 
hands ;  when  a  fit  of  the  gout  came  on,  without  very 
much  pain,  but  a  swelling  in  both  feet,  which  at  last  ap- 
peared also  in  both  knees,  and  then  in  my  hands.  As 
these  swellings  increased  and  extended,  the  other  mal- 
ady diminished,  and  at  length  disappeared  entirely. 
Those  swellings  have  some  time  since  begun  to  fall, 
and  are  now  almost  gone ;  perhaps  the  cutaneous  dis- 
ease may  return,  or  perhaps  it  is  worn  out.  I  may 
hereafter  let  you  know  what  happens.  I  am  on  the 
whole  much  weaker  than  when  it  began  to  leave  me. 
But  possibly  that  may  be  the  effect  of  age,  for  I  am 
now  near  eighty-three,  the  age  of  commencing  de- 
crepitude. 

I  grieve  at  the  wars  Europe  is  engaged  in,  and  wish 
they  were  ended ;  for  I  fear  even  the  victors  will  be 
losers.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affec- 
tionately, B.  Franklin 

P.  S.  Our  public  affairs  are  drawing  towards  a  set- 
tlement. I  have  served  out  the  three  years'  term  of 
my  presidentship,  limited  by  the  Constitution ;  and,  be- 
ing determined  to  engage  no  more  in  public  business, 
I  hope,  if  health  permits,  to  be  a  better  correspondent. 
We  have  no  philosophical  news  here  at  present,  except 
that  a  boat  moved  by  a  steam  engine  rows  itself  against 
tide  in  our  river,  and  it  is  apprehended  the  construc- 
tion may  be  so  simplified  and  improved  as  to  become 
generally  useful.* 

#  Alluding  probably  to  Fitch's  steamboat.     See  above,  p.  232. 


364  FRANKLIN'S    WRITINGS.  [Mt.&L 


TO    BENJAMIN    VAUGHAN. 

Memoirs  of  his  Life.  —  Turkish   War.  —  Price  and 
Priestley.  —  Heresy. 

Philadelphia,  "M  October,  1788. 

Having  now  finished  my  term  in  the  President- 


ship, and  resolving  to  engage  no  more  in  public  affairs, 
I  hope  to  be  a  better  correspondent  for  the  little  time 
I  have  to  live.  I  am  recovering  from  a  long-continued 
gout,  and  am  diligently  employed  in  writing  the  His- 
tory of  my  Life,  to  the  doing  of  which  the  persuasions 
contained  in  your  letter  of  January  31st,  1783,  have 
not  a  little  contributed.  I  am  now  in  the  year  1756, 
just  before  I  was  sent  to  England.  To  shorten  the 
work,  as  well  as  for  other  reasons,  I  omit  all  facts  and 
transactions,  that  may  not  have  a  tendency  to  benefit 
the  young  reader,  by  showing  him  from  my  example, 
and  my  success  in  emerging  from  poverty,  and  acquir- 
ing some  degree  of  wealth,  power,  and  reputation,  the 
advantages  of  certain  modes  of  conduct  which  I  ob- 
served, and  of  avoiding  the  errors  which  were  preju- 
dicial to  me.  If  a  writer  can  judge  properly  of  his 
own  work,  I  fancy,  on  reading  over  what  is  already 
done,  that  the  book  will  be  found  entertaining,  inter- 
esting, and  useful,  more  so  than  I  expected  when  I 
began  it.  If  my  present  state  of  health  continues,  I 
hope  to  finish  it  this  winter.  When  done,  you  shall 
have  a  manuscript  copy  of  it,  that  I  may  obtain  from 
your  judgment  and  friendship  such  remarks,  as  may 
contribute  to  its  improvement. 

The  violence  of  our  party  debates  about  the  new 
Constitution  seems  much  abated,  indeed  almost  extinct, 
and  we  are  getting  fast  into  good  order.  I  kept  out 
of  those  disputes  pretty  well,  having  wrote  only  one 
little  piece,  which  I  send  you  enclosed. 
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I  regret  the  immense  quantity  of  misery  brought 
upon  mankind  by  this  Turkish  war;  and  I  am  afraid 
the  King  of  Sweden  may  burn  his  fingers  by  attack- 
ing Russia.  When  will  princes  learn  arithmetic  enough 
to  calculate,  if  they  want  pieces  of  one  another's  terri- 
tory, how  much  cheaper  it  would  be  to  buy  them,  than 
to  make  war  for  them,  even  though  they  were  to  give 
a  hundred  years'  purchase?  But,  if  glory  cannot  be 
valued,  and  therefore  the  wars  for  it  cannot  be  sub- 
ject to  arithmetical  calculation  so  as  to  show  their  ad- 
vantage or  disadvantage,  at  least  wars  for  trade,  which 
have  gain  for  their  object,  may  be  proper  subjects 
for  such  computation ;  and  a  trading  nation,  as  well  as 
a  single  trader,  ought  to  calculate  the  probabilities  of 
profit  and  loss,  before  engaging  in  any  considerable 
adventure.  This  however  nations  seldom  do,  and  we 
have  had  frequent  instances  of  their  spending  more 
money  in  wars  for  acquiring  or  securing  branches  of 
commerce,  than  a  hundred  years'  profit  or  the  full  en- 
joyment of  them  can  compensate. 

Remember  me  affectionately  to  good  Dr.  Price,  and 
to  the  honest  heretic,  Dr.  Priestley.  I  do  not  call  him 
honest  by  way  of  distinction ;  for  I  think  all  the  here- 
tics I  have  known  have  been  virtuous  men.  They 
have  the  virtue  of  fortitude,  or  they  would  not  venture 
to  own  their  heresy ;  and  they  cannot  afford  to  be  de- 
ficient in  any  of  the  other  virtues,  as  that  would  give 
advantage  to  their  many  enemies ;  and  they  have  not, 
like  orthodox  sinners,  such  a  number  of  friends  to  ex- 
cuse or  justify  them.  Do  not,  however,  mistake  me. 
It  is  not  to  my  good  friend's  heresy  that  I  impute  his 
honesty.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  his  honesty  that  has 
brought  upon  him  the  character  of  heretic.  I  am  ever, 
my  dear  friend,  yours  sincerely, 

B.  Franklin, 
e  e  * 
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TO    MRS.    ELIZABETH    PARTRIDGE. 

Philadelphia,  25  November,  1788. 

You  tell  me  our  poor  friend  Ben  Kent  is  gone ; 


I  hope  to  the  regions  of  the  blessed;  or  at  least  to 
some  place  where  souls  are  prepared  for  those  regions. 
I  found  my  hope  on  this,  that,  though  not  so  orthodox 
as  you  and  I,  he  was  an  honest  man,  and  had  his  vir- 
tues. If  he  had  any  hypocrisy  it  was  of  that  inverted 
kind,  with  which  a  man  is  not  so  bad  as  he  seems  to 
be.  And,  with  regard  to  future  bliss,  I  cannot  help 
imagining,  that  multitudes  of  the  zealously  orthodox  of 
different  sects,  who  at  the  last  day  may  flock  together 
in  hopes  of  seeing  each  other  damned,  will  be  disap- 
pointed, and  obliged  to  rest  content  with  their  own 
salvation.     Yours,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    MRS.   JANE    MECOM. 

Philadelphia,  26  November,  1788, 

My  dear  Sister, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  11th  instant.  The 
two  former  ones  you  mention,  I  had  answered,  though 
it  seems  the  answer  had  not  reached  you.  If  it  has 
finally  miscarried,  I  will  look  for  the  letters,  and  answer 
them  again. 

I  am  sorry  you  should  suffer  so  much  uneasiness 
with  tears  and  apprehensions  about  my  health.  There 
are  in  life  real  evils  enough,  and  it  is  a  folly  to  afflict 
ourselves  with  imaginary  ones ;  and  it  is  time  enough 
when  the  real  ones  arrive.  I  see  by  the  papers  that 
to-morrow  is  your  thanksgiving  day.  The  flour  will 
arrive  too  late  for  your  plum  puddings,  for  I  find  it 
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went  from  hence  but  a  few  days  since.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, it  will  be  with  you  before  the  winter  shuts  up 
your  harbour. 

I  never  see  any  Boston  newspapers.  You  mention 
there  being  often  something  in  them  to  do  me  honor. 
I  am  obliged  to  them.  On  the  other  hand,  some  of 
our  papers  here  are  endeavouring  to  disgrace  me.  I 
take  no  notice.  My  friends  defend  me.  I  have  long 
been  accustomed  to  receive  more  blame,  as  well  as 
more  praise,  than  I  have  deserved.  It  is  the  lot  of 
every  public  man,  and  I  leave  one  account  to  balance 
the  other. 

As  you  observe,  there  was  no  swearing  in  the  story 
of  the  poker,  when  I  told  it.  The  late  new  dresser 
of  it  was,  probably,  the  same,  or  perhaps  akin  to  him, 
who,  in  relating  a  dispute  that  happened  between 
Queen  Anne  and  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  con- 
cerning a  vacant  mitre,  which  the  Queen  was  for  be- 
stowing on  a  person  the  Archbishop  thought  unworthy, 
made  both  the  Queen  and  the  Archbishop  swear  three 
or  four  thumping  oaths  in  every  sentence  of  the  dis- 
cussion, and  the  Archbishop  at  last  gained  his  point. 
One  present  at  this  tale,  being  surprised,  said,  "But 
did  the  Queen  and  the  Archbishop  swear  so  at  one 
another  ?  "  "  O  no,  no,"  says  the  relator ;  "  that  is  only 
my  way  of  telling  the  story." 

This  family  is  all  well  at  present,  and  join  in  love  to 
you  and  yours,  with  your  affectionate  brother, 

B.  Franklin. 
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TO    CHARLES    THOMSON,    SECRETARY    OF    CONGRESS. 

Dr.  Franklin's  Public  Services. 

Philadelphia,  29  November,  1788. 

Dear  old  Friend, 

Enclosed  I  send  a  letter  to  the  President  of  Con- 
gress for  the  time  being,  which,  if  you  find  nothing 
improper  in  it,  or  that  in  regard  to  me  you  could  wish 
changed  or  amended,  I  would  request  you  to  present. 
I  rely  much  on  your  friendly  counsel,  as  you  must  be 
better  acquainted  with  persons  and  circumstances  than 
I  am  ;  and  I  suppose  there  will  be  time  enough  be- 
fore the  new  Congress  is  formed  to  make  any  altera- 
tions you  may  advise,  though,  if  presented  at  all,  it 
should  be  to  the  old  one. 

In  the  copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Barclay  you  may 
observe,  that  mention  is  made  of  some  "considerable 
articles  which  I  have  not  charged  in  my  accounts  with 
Congress,  but  on  which  I  should  expect  from  their 
equity  some  consideration."  That  you  may  have  some 
information  what  those  articles  are,  I  enclose  also  a 
" Sketch  of  my  Services  to  the  United  States"  wherein 
you  will  find  mention  of  the  extra  services  I  performed, 
that  do  not  appertain  to  the  office  of  plenipotentiary, 
viz.  as  judge  of  admiralty,  as  consul  before  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Barclay,  as  banker  in  examining  and  accepting 
the  multitude  of  bills  of  exchange,  and  as  secretary  for 
several  years,  none  being  sent  to  me,  though  other 
ministers  were  allowed  such  assistance. 

I  must  own,  I  did  hope,  that,  as  it  is  customary  in 
Europe  to  make  some  liberal  provision  for  ministers 
when  they  return  home  from  foreign  service,  the  Con- 
gress would  at  least  have  been  kind  enough  to  have 
shown  their  approbation  of  my  conduct  by  a  grant  of 
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a  small  tract  of  land  in  their  western  country,  which 
might  have  been  of  use  and  some  honor  to  my  posterity. 
And  I  cannot  but  still  think  they  will  do  something  of 
the  kind  for  me,  whenever  they  shall  be  pleased  to 
take  my  services  into  consideration ;  as  I  see  by  their 
minutes,  that  they  have  allowed  Mr.  Lee  handsomely 
for  his  services  in  England,  before  his  appointment  to 
France,  in  which  services  I  and  Mr.  Bollan  cooperated 
with  him,  and  have  had  no  such  allowance ;  and,  since 
his  return,  he  has  been  very  properly  rewarded  with  a 
good  place,  as  well  as  my  friend  Mr.  Jay ;  though 
these  are  trifling  compensations  in  comparison  with  what 
was  granted  by  the  King  to  M.  Gerard  on  his  return 
from  America. 

But  how  different  is  what  has  happened  to  me.  On 
my  return  from  England,  in  1775,  the  Congress  be- 
stowed on  me  the  office  of  postmaster-general,  for 
which  I  was  very  thankful.  It  was  indeed  an  office  I 
had  some  kind  of  right  to,  as  having  previously  greatly 
enlarged  the  revenue  of  the  post  by  the  regulations  I 
had  contrived  and  established,  while  I  possessed  it 
under  the  crown.  When  I  was  sent  to  France,  I  left 
it  in  the  hands  of  my  son-in-law,  who  was  to  act  as 
my  deputy.  But  soon  after  my  departure,  it  was  taken 
from  me,  and  given  to  Mr.  Hazard.  When  the  Eng- 
lish ministry  formerly  thought  fit  to  deprive  me  of  the 
office,  they  left  me,  however,  the  privilege  of  receiving 
and  sending  my  letters  free  of  postage,  which  is  the 
usage  when  a  postmaster  is  not  displaced  for  miscon- 
duct in  the  office ;  but,  in  America,  I  have  ever  since 
had  the  postage  demanded  of  me,  which,  since  my  re- 
turn from  France,  has  amounted  to  above  fifty  pounds, 
much  of  it  occasioned  by  my  having  acted  as  minister 
there. 

When  I  took  my  grandson,  William  Temple  Frank- 

vol.  x.  47 
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lin,  with  me  to  France,  I  purposed,  after  giving  him 
the  French  language,  to  educate  him  in  the  study  and 
practice  of  the  law.  But,  by  the  repeated  expectations 
given  me  of  a  secretary,  and  constant  disappointments, 
I  was  induced,  and  indeed  obliged,  to  retain  him  with 
me,  to  assist  in  the  secretary's  office,  which  disappoint- 
ments continued  till  my  return,  by  which  time,  so  many 
years  of  the  opportunity  of  his  studying  the  law  were 
lost,  and  his  habits  of  life  become  so  different,  that  it 
appeared  no  longer  advisable ;  and  I  then,  considering 
him  as  brought  up  in  the  diplomatic  line,  and  well 
qualified  by  his  knowledge  in  that  branch  for  the  em- 
ploy of  a  secretary  at  least,  (in  which  opinion  I  was 
not  alone,  for  three  of  my  colleagues,  without  the 
smallest  solicitation  from  me,  chose  him  secretary  of 
the  negotiation  for  treaties,  which  they  had  been  em- 
powered to  do,)  took  the  liberty  of  recommending  him 
to  the  Congress  for  their  protection.  This  was  the  only 
favor  I  ever  asked  of  them ;  and  the  only  answer  I 
received  was,  a  resolution  superseding  him,  and  ap- 
pointing Colonel  Humphreys  in  his  place ;  a  gentle- 
man, who,  though  he  might  have  indeed  a  good  deal 
of  military  merit,  certainly  had  none  in  the  diplomatic 
line,  and  had  neither  the  French  language,  nor  the 
experience,  nor  the  address,  proper  to  qualify  him  for 
such  an  employment. 

This  is  all  to  yourself  only,  as  a  private  friend ;  for 
I  have  not,  nor  ever  shall,  make  any  public  complaint ; 
and,  even  if  I  could  have  foreseen  such  unkind  treat- 
ment from  Congress,  their  refusing  me  thanks  would 
not  in  the  least  have  abated  my  zeal  for  the  cause, 
and  ardor  in  support  of  it.  I  know  something  of  the 
nature  of  such  changeable  assemblies,  and  how  little 
successors  know  of  the  services  that  have  been  ren- 
dered to  the  corps  before  their  admission,  or  feel  them- 
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selves  obliged  by  such  services ;  and  what  effect  in 
obliterating  a  sense  of  them,  during  the  absence  of 
the  servant  in  a  distant  country,  the  artful  and  reiterated 
malevolent  insinuations  of  one  or  two  envious  and  ma- 
licious persons  may  have  on  the  minds  of  members, 
even  of  the  most  equitable,  candid,  and  honorable  dis- 
positions ;  and  therefore  I  will  pass  these  reflections 
into  oblivion. 

My  good  friend,  excuse,  if  you  can,  the  trouble  of 
this  letter;  and  if  the  reproach  thrown  on  republics, 
that  they  are  apt  to  be  ungrateful,  should  ever  unfor- 
tunately be  verified  with  respect  to  your  services,  re- 
member that  you  have  a  right  to  unbosom  yourself  in 
communicating  your  griefs  to  your  ancient  friend  and 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 

Sketch  of  the   Services  of  B.  Franklin   to   the  United 

States  of  JImerica. 

In  England,  he  combated  the  Stamp  Act,  and  his 
writings  in  the  papers  against  it,  with  his  examination 
in  Parliament,  were  thought  to  have  contributed  much 
to  its  repeal. 

He  opposed  the  Duty  Act ;  and,  though  he  could  not 
prevent  its  passing,  he  obtained  of  Mr.  Townshend  an 
omission  of  several  articles,  particularly  salt. 

In  the  subsequent  difference  he  wrote  and  published 
many  papers,  refuting  the  claim  of  Parliament  to  tax 
the  colonies. 

He  opposed  all  the  oppressive  acts. 

He  had  two  secret  negotiations  with  the  ministers 
for  their  repeal,  of  which  he  has  written  a  narrative. 
In  this  he  offered  payment  for  the  destroyed  tea,  at 
his  own  risk,  in  case  they  were  repealed. 

He  was  joined  with  Messrs.  Bollan  and  Lee  in  all 
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the  applications  to  government  for  that  purpose.  Print- 
ed several  pamphlets  at  his  own  considerable  expense 
against  the  then  measures  of  government,  whereby  he 
rendered  himself  obnoxious,  was  disgraced  before  the 
privy  council,  deprived  of  a  place  in  the  postoffice  of 
£  300  sterling  a  year,  and  obliged  to  resign  his  agen- 
cies, viz. 

of  Pennsylvania       .     .     .      £500 

of  Massachusetts 400 

of  New  Jersey 100 

of  Georgia 200 

£1200 
In  the  whole  £1500  sterling  per  annum. 

Orders  were  sent  to  the  King's  governors  not  to 
sign  any  warrants  on  the  treasury  for  the  orders  of 
his  salaries ;  and,  though  he  was  not  actually  dismissed 
by  the  colonies  that  employed  him,  yet,  thinking  the 
known  malice  of  the  court  against  him  rendered  him 
less  likely  than  others  to  manage  their  affairs  to  their 
advantage,  he  judged  it  to  be  his  duty  to  withdraw 
from  their  service,  and  leave  it  open  for  less  exception- 
able persons,  which  saved  them  the  necessity  of  re- 
moving him. 

Returning  to  America,  he  encouraged  the  Revolution. 
Was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
where  he  projected  the  chevaux  defrise  for  securing 
Philadelphia,  then  the  residence  of  Congress. 

Was  sent  by  Congress  to  head-quarters  near  Boston 
with  Messrs.  Harrison  and  Lynch,  in  1775,  to  settle 
some  affairs  with  the  northern  governments  and  Gen- 
eral Washington. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  was  sent  to  Canada  with 
Messrs.  Chase  and  Carroll,  passing  the  Lakes  while  they 
were  not  yet  free  from  ice.     In  Canada,  was,  with  his 
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colleagues,  instrumental  in  redressing  sundry  grievances, 
and  thereby  reconciling  the  people  more  to  our  cause. 
He  there  advanced  to  General  Arnold  and  other  ser- 
vants of  Congress,  then  in  extreme  necessity,  £353 
in  gold,  out  of  his  own  pocket,  on  the  credit  of  Con- 
gress, which  was  of  great  service  at  that  juncture,  in 
procuring  provisions  for  our  army. 

Being  at  the  time  he  was  ordered  on  this  service 
upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age,  he  suffered  in  his 
health  by  the  hardships  of  this  journey ;  lodging  in  the 
woods,  &,c,  in  so  inclement  a  season;  but,  being  re- 
covered, the  Congress  in  the  same  year  ordered  him 
to  France.  Before  his  departure,  he  put  all  the  money 
he  could  raise,  between  three  and  four  thousand  pounds, 
into  their  hands ;  which,  demonstrating  his  confidence, 
encouraged  others  to  lend  their  money  in  support  of 
the  cause. 

He  made  no  bargain  for  appointments,  but  was  prom- 
ised by  a  vote,  the  net  salary  of  £500  sterling  per  an- 
num, his  expense  paid,  and  to  be  assisted  by  a  secre- 
tary, who  was  to  have  £  1000  per  annum,  to  include  all 
contingencies. 

When  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly  sent  him  to  Eng- 
land in  1764,  on  the  same  salary,  they  allowed  him 
one  year's  advance  for  his  passage,  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  prejudice  to  his  private  affairs  that  must  be 
occasioned  by  his  sudden  departure  and  absence.  He 
has  had  no  such  allowance  from  Congress,  was  badly 
accommodated  in  a  miserable  vessel,  improper  for  those 
northern  seas,  (and  which  actually  foundered  in  her 
return,)  was  badly  fed,  so  that  on  his  arrival  he  had 
scarce  strength  to  stand. 

His  services  to  the  States  as  commissioner,  and 
afterwards  as  minister  plenipotentiary  are  known  to 
Congress,  as  may  appear  in  his  correspondence.     His 
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extra  services  may  not  be  so  well  known,  and  therefore 
may  be  here  mentioned.  No  secretary  ever  arriving, 
the  business  was  in  part  before,  and  entirely  when  the 
other  commissioners  left  him,  executed  by  himself,  with 
the  help  of  his  grandson,  who  at  first  was  only  allowed 
clothes,  board,  and  lodging,  and  afterwards  a  salary, 
never  exceeding  £300  a  year,  (except  while  he  served 
as  secretary  to  the  Commissioners  for  peace,)  by  which 
difference  in  salary,  continued  many  years,  the  Congress 
saved,  if  they  accept  it,  £  700  sterling  a  year. 

He  served  as  co?isul  entirely  several  years,  till  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Barclay,  and  even  after,  as  that  gentleman 
was  obliged  to  be  much  and  long  absent  in  Holland, 
Flanders,  and  England ;  during  which  absence,  what 
business  of  the  kind  occurred,  still  came  to  Mr.  Franklin. 

He  served,  though  without  any  special  commission 
for  the  purpose,  as  a  judge  of  admiralty  ;  for,  the  Con- 
gress having  sent  him  a  quantity  of  blank  commissions 
for  privateers,  he  granted  them  to  cruisers  fitted  out 
in  the  ports  of  France,  some  of  them  manned  by  old 
smugglers,  who  knew  every  creek  on  the  coast  of 
England,  and,  running  all  round  the  island,  distressed 
the  British  coasting  trade  exceedingly,  and  raised  their 
general  insurance.  One  of  those  privateers  alone,  the 
Black  Prince,  took  in  the  course  of  a  year  seventy-five 
sail !  All  the  papers,  taken  in  each  prize  brought  in, 
were  in  virtue  of  an  order  of  council  sent  up  to  Mr. 
Franklin,  who  was  to  examine  them,  judge  of  the 
legality  of  the  capture,  and  write  to  the  admiralty  of 
the  port,  that  he  found  the  prize  good,  and  that  the 
sale  might  be  permitted.  These  papers,  which  are  very 
voluminous,  he  has  to  produce. 

He  served  also  as  merchant,  to  make  purchases,  and 
direct  the  shipping  of  stores  to  a  very  great  value,  for 
wThich  he  has  charged  no  commission. 
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But  the  part  of  his  service  which  was  the  most 
fatiguing  and  confining,  was  that  of  receiving  and  ac- 
cepting, after  a  due  and  necessary  examination,  the  bills 
of  exchange  drawn  by  Congress  for  interest  money,  to 
the  amount  of  two  millions  and  a  half  of  livres  annu- 
ally ;  multitudes  of  the  bills  very  small,  each  of  which, 
the  smallest,  gave  as  much  trouble  in  examining,  as  the 
largest.  And  this  careful  examination  was  found  ab- 
solutely necessary,  from  the  constant  frauds  attempted 
by  presenting  seconds  and  thirds  for  payment  after  the 
firsts  had  been  discharged.  As  these  bills  were  arriv- 
ing more  or  less  by  every  ship  and  every  post,  they 
required  constant  attendance.  Mr.  Franklin  could  make 
no  journey  for  exercise,  as  had  been  annually  his  cus- 
tom, and  the  confinement  brought  on  a  malady  that  is 
likely  to  afflict  him  while  he  lives. 

In  short,  though  he  has  always  been  an  active  man, 
he  never  went  through  so  much  business  during  eight 
years,  in  any  part  of  his  life,  as  during  those  of  his 
residence  in  France ;  which  however  he  did  not  de- 
cline till  he  saw  peace  happily  made,  and  found  him- 
self in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age ;  when,  if  ever,  a 
man  has  some  right  to  expect  repose. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Requesting  a  Settlement  of  his  Jlccounts. 

Philadelphia,  29  November,  1788. 

Sir, 

When  I  had  the  honor  of  being  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  Mr.  Barclay, 
arriving  there,  brought  me  the  following  resolution  of 
Congress. 

"Resolved,   that   a   commissioner   be   appointed    by 
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Congress  with  full  power  and  authority  to  liquidate, 
and  finally  to  settle,  the  accounts  of  all  the  servants 
of  the  United  States,  who  have  been  intrusted  with 
the  expenditure  of  public  money  in  Europe,  and  to 
commence  and  prosecute  such  suits,  causes,  and  ac- 
tions as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose,  or  for  the 
recovery  of  any  property  of  the  said  United  States  in 
the  hands  of  any  person,  or  persons,  whatsoever. 

"That  the  said  commissioner  be  authorized  to  ap- 
point one  or  more  clerks,  with  such  allowance  as  he 
may  think  reasonable. 

"  That  the  said  commissioner  and  clerks,  respective- 
ly, take  an  oath  before  some  person  duly  authorized 
to  administer  an  oath,  faithfully  to  execute  the  trust 
reposed  in  them  respectively. 

"  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commis- 
sioner, and,  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Thomas  Barclay 
was  elected." 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  and  as  soon  as  Mr. 
Barclay  was  at  leisure  from  more  pressing  business,  I 
rendered  to  him  all  my  accounts,  which  he  examined, 
and  stated  methodically.  By  this  statement  he  found 
a  balance  due  to  me  on  the  4th  of  May,  1785,  of 
7,533  livres,  19  sols,  3  derniers,  which  I  accordingly 
received  of  the  Congress  banker;  the  difference  be- 
tween my  statement  and  his  being  only  seven  sols, 
which  by  mistake  I  had  overcharged ;  about  three 
pence  half  penny  sterling. 

At  my  request,  however,  the  accounts  were  left  open 
for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  not  finally  set- 
tled, there  being  some  articles  on  which  I  desired  their 
judgment,  and  having  some  equitable  demands,  as  I 
thought  them,  for  extra  services,  which  he  had  not  con- 
ceived himself  empowered  to  allow,  and  therefore  I  did 
not  put  them  in  my  account.     He  transmitted  the  ac- 


jEt.  82.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  377 

counts  to  Congress,  and  had  advice  of  their  being 
received.  On  my  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  one  of  the 
first  things  I  did  was  to  despatch  my  grandson,  Wil- 
liam T.  Franklin,  to  New  York,  to  obtain  a  final  set- 
tlement of  those  accounts ;  he,  having  long  acted  as 
my  secretary,  and  being  well  acquainted  with  the  trans- 
actions, was  able  to  give  an  explanation  of  the  articles, 
that  might  seem  to  require  explaining,  if  any  such  there 
were.  He  returned  without  effecting  the  settlement, 
being  told,  that  it  could  not  be  made  till  the  arrival  of 
some  documents  expected  from  France.  What  those 
documents  were,  I  have  not  been  informed,  nor  can  I 
readily  conceive,  as  all  the  vouchers  existing  there  had 
been  examined  by  Mr.  Barclay.  And  I,  having  been 
immediately  after  my  arrival  engaged  in  the  public 
business  of  this  State,  waited  in  expectation  of  hearing 
from  Congress,  in  case  any  part  of  my  accounts  had 
been  objected  to. 

It  is  now  more  than  three  years  that  those  accounts 
have  been  before  that  honorable  body,  and,  to  this  day, 
no  notice  of  any  such  objection  has  been  communi- 
cated to  me.  But  reports  have,  for  some  time  past, 
been  circulated  here,  and  propagated  in  the  newspa- 
pers, that  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  United  States 
for  large  sums,  that  had  been  put  into  my  hands,  and 
that  I  avoid  a  settlement.  This,  together  with  the  little 
time  one  of  my  age  may  expect  to  live,  makes  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  request  earnestly,  which  I  hereby  do, 
that  the  Congress  would  be  pleased,  without  further 
delay,  to  examine  those  accounts,  and  if  they  find 
therein  any  article  or  articles,  which  they  do  not  un- 
derstand or  approve,  that  they  would  cause  me  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  same,  that  I  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  offering  such  explanations  or  reasons  in  sup- 
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port  of  them  as  may  be  in  my  power,  and  then  that 
the  accounts  may  be  finally  closed. 

I  hope  the  Congress  will  soon  be  able  to  attend 
to  this  business  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  as 
well  as  in  condescension  to  my  request.  In  the  mean 
time,  if  there  be  no  impropriety  in  it,  I  would  desire 
that  this  letter,  together  with  another*  relating  to  the 
same  subject,  the  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed, 
may  be  put  upon  their  minutes.  With  every  senti- 
ment of  respect  and  duty  to  Congress,  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

B.   FRANKLHY.t 


*  A  letter  to  Mr.  Barclay,  written  in  France;  see  above,  p.  ]84. 

|  The  requests  contained  in  this  letter  were  never  complied  with. 
Some  months  afterwards  Charles  Thomson,  the  Secretary  of  Congress, 
wrote  to  him  as  follows. 

"  Dear  Sir;  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  that  the  apprehensions  suggested 
in  my  last  are  realized.  The  delegates,  whom  the  States  appointed  to 
conduct  the  business  of  the  Union  in  Congress  till  the  meeting  of  the 
new  government,  have  not  assembled  in  sufficient  number  to  form  a 
House.  Consequently  there  was  no  opportunity  of  laying  your  letter  be- 
fore them,  and  getting  it  inserted  on  their  minutes.  I  now  wish  to  be 
informed  what  is  to  be  done  with  it;  whether  you  would  desire  it  to 
remain  among  the  other  papers  of  the  late  Congress,  or  have  it  returned 
to  you.  I  shall  wait  your  orders.  In  the  mean  while  accept  a  fresh  as- 
surance of  the  sincere  esteem  and  regard  with  which  I  am,  &c."  — 
New  York,  March  7th,  1789. 

There  is  no  evidence,  that  any  farther  efforts  were  made  by  Dr.  Frank- 
lin to  obtain  justice  from  Congress.  On  the  1st  of  April,  1789,  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  members  had  assembled  to  organize  the  Congress  under 
the  new  Constitution  ;  but  there  is  no  record  in  the  Journals,  which  shows 
that  the  above  letter  to  the  President  of  the  old  Congress  was  ever 
laid  before  that  body,  or  that  the  subject  was  in  any  manner  brought  into 
consideration.  Dr.  Franklin's  accounts,  therefore,  remained  unsettled  till 
his  death,  notwithstanding  his  repeated  solicitations  to  have  them  exam- 
ined, adjusted,  and  closed.  No  allowance  was  ever  granted  for  the 
"  equitable  demands  for  extra  services,"  to  which  he  thought  himself  en- 
titled, nor  were  the  grounds  of  them  even  made  a  subject  of  inquiry  ;  no 
vote  of  thanks  or  approbation  was  passed  for  his  long,  steady,  and  most 
successful  labors  in  the  cause  of  his  country.  These  evidences  of  in- 
gratitude and  neglect  are  humiliating,  but  history  should  speak  with  an 
impartial  voice.  When  time  has  cooled  the  heat  of  passion,  and  the 
feuds  of  party   are   forgotten,  men   will  be  judged  by  their  acts.     As 
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FROM    MISS    CATHERINE    LOUISA    SHIPLEY    TO 
B.    FRANKLIN. 

On  the  Death  of  her  Father,  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph. 

Bolton  Street,  24  December,  1788. 

My  dear  Friend, 
It  is  a  great  while  since  I  wrote  to  you,  and  still 
longer  since  I  heard  from  you ;  but  I  have  now  a  par- 
ticular pleasure  in  writing  to  one,  who  had  long  known 
and  loved  the  dear  good  parent  I  have  lost.*  You 
will  probably,  before  you  receive  this,  have  heard  of 
my  father's  death ;  his  illness  was  short,  and  terminated 
in  an  apoplexy.  He  was  seldom  perfectly  in  his  senses 
for  the  last  four  days,  but  such  constant  calmness  and 
composure  could  only  have  attended  the  deathbed  of  a 
truly  good  man.  How  unlike  the  ideas  I  had  formed 
to  myself  of  death,  which,  till  now,  I  had  only  seen  at 
a  distance,  and  heard  of  with  terror.  The  nearer  his 
last  moment  approached,  the  more  his  ideas  seemed 
elevated ;  and,  but  for  those  whom  living  he  had  loved 
with  tenderness,  and  dying  he  still  felt  interested  for, 
he  showed  no  regret  at  leaving  this  world.  I  believe 
his  many  virtues  have  called  down  a  blessing  on  his 
family,  for  we  have  all  been  supported  under  this  se- 
vere affliction  beyond  what  I  could  have  imagined ; 
and,  though  sorrow  will  for  a  time  get  the  better  of 
every  other  sensation,  I  feel  now  that  the  strongest 
impression  left  by  his  death  is  the  desire  of  imitating 
his  virtues  in  an  humbler  sphere  of  life. 

affording  some  explanation  of  the  tardiness  of  Congress  in  attending  to 
Dr.  Franklin's  accounts,  it  is  enough  to  state,  that  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  was 
one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  by  whom  those  accounts  were 
first  to  be  examined. 

*  The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  died  in  London,  on  the  9th  of  December, 
1788. 


380  FRANKLIN'S    WRITINGS.  [Mt.  82. 

My  dear  mother's  health,  I  hope,  will  not  have  suf- 
fered materially ;  and  she  has  every  consolation  to  be 
derived  from  the  reflection,  that,  for  forty-five  years,  it 
was  the  study  of  her  life  to  make  the  best  of  husbands 
happy.  He,  in  return,  has  shown  that  his  attention  to 
her  ease  and  comfort  did  not  end  with  his  life.  He 
was  happily  preserved  to  us  so  long  as  to  be  able  to 
leave  all  his  family  in  good  circumstances.  I  fancy 
my  mother,  Bessy,  and  I,  shall  live  at  Twyford,  but  at 
present  no  place  is  settled. 

May  I  flatter  myself,  that  you  will  still  feel  some  af- 
fection for  the  family  of  your  good  old  friend,  and  let 
me  have  the  happiness  of  hearing  it  from  yourself? 
I  shall  request  Dr.  Price  to  send  this  letter.  My 
mother,  brother,  and  sisters,  beg  to  be  all  most  kindly 
remembered.  Believe  me,  dear  Sir,  your  faithful  and 
obliged  Catherine  Louisa  Shipley. 


FROM    RICHARD    PRICE    TO    B.  FRANKLIN. 

Death  of  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph.  —  Dr.  Rush.  —  Fed- 
eral  Constitution.  —  Affairs  in  England. 

Hackney,  December,  1788. 

My  dear  Friend, 
I  have  been  desired  by  Miss  Kitty  Shipley  to  con- 
vey to  you  the  enclosed  letter,  and  I  cannot  at  present 
find  any  way  of  conveying  it  except  by  the  packet. 
It  will  inform  you  of  the  death  of  one  of  your  warmest 
friends,  and  the  best  of  bishops.  Ever  since  the  Amer- 
ican war,  I  have  been  honored  with  much  of  his  atten- 
tion and  friendship ;  and  I  cannot  but  mourn  the  loss, 
which  his  family,  his  friends,  and  the  world  have  sus- 
tained.    His  family  are  in  a  state  of  deep  concern,  but 
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at  the  same  time  inquisitive  about  you,  and  anxious  to 
receive  some  information  about  you.  You  can  be  no- 
where more  beloved  or  respected. 

I  have  heard  with  pain,  that  you  have  been  suffer- 
ing under  the  gout  and  stone,  two  sad  maladies ;  but, 
alas !  it  is  impossible  that  our  bodily  frame,  as  it  wears 
out,  and  approaches  to  its  dissolution,  should  not  sub- 
ject us  to  sufferings.  Happy  are  those,  who,  in  such 
circumstances,  can  look  back  on  a  life  distinguished  by 
such  services  as  yours  have  been.  There  is,  I  trust, 
beyond  the  grave,  a  world  where  we  shall  all  meet, 
and  rise  to  greater  happiness  than  any  we  have  en- 
joyed here. 

Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  deliver  my  compliments 
to  Dr.  Rush.  You  have,  I  know,  too  much  to  do,  and 
too  many  letters  to  answer,  and  therefore  I  can  only 
wish  that  Dr.  Rush  would  give  me  an  account  of  you. 
He  has  frequently  favored  me  with  letters,  and  they 
generally  gratify  me  highly  by  informing  me  of  the 
state  of  affairs  in  the  United  States.  His  last  letter 
was  dated  in  May,  and  I  answered  it  in  June  by 
Mr.  Bishop,  a  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  who  was 
returning  from  his  travels  through  France  and  Germany. 

I  rejoice  to  find  that  the  Federal  Constitution  has 
been  adopted  by  the  States.  This  confirms  me  in 
the  hope,  that  a  state  of  things  is  commencing  there 
more  favorable  to  human  rights,  than  any  that  has  yet 
been  known  in  this  world.  One  of  the  circumstances, 
in  which  I  am  most  disposed  to  rejoice,  is,  the  sepa- 
ration which  has  taken  place  there  of  religion  from 
civil  policy,  and  the  free  scope  given  to  discussion  and 
improvement,  by  abolishing  the  interposition  of  civil 
power  in  matters  of  speculation,  and  extending  equal 
protection  to  all  religious  sects,  as  far  as  they  avoid 
injuring  one  another. 
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I  received  some  time  ago  a  letter  from  Dr.  White. 
Will  you,  should  he  happen  to  come  in  your  way, 
deliver  to  him  my  respectful  and  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments. I  have  thought  it  needless  to  trouble  him 
with  an  answer  to  his  letter.  He  probably  soon  found, 
that  it  was  not  possible  to  assist  Mr.  Workman,  the 
person  he  recommended,  in    the  manner  he  proposed. 

Our  King's  insanity  has  brought  us  in  this  country 
into  a  state,  that  threatens  us  with  much  confusion. 
The  Prince  of  Wales  is  likely  to  bring  with  him  into 
power  the  coalition  party.  The  King  may  recover,  and 
this  party  may  be  soon  routed  again.  A  relapse  may 
produce  another  rout,  or  the  Prince,  after  being  invest- 
ed with  power,  may  be  too  tenacious  of  it;  and  thus 
the  worst  evils  may  arise.  The  coalition  party,  how- 
ever, will  hardly  do  us  more  mischief  than  the  late 
ministry  seems  to  me  to  have  done,  by  connecting  us 
in  such  a  manner  with  Prussia,  Hesse,  and  Holland, 
as  to  subject  us  to  the  danger  of  being  involved  soon 
in  another  continental  war.  But  I  have  gone  beyond 
the  bounds  I  intended  in  this  letter.  Accept  my  ar- 
dent wishes,  that  the  remainder  of  your  life  may  be 
as  happy  as  possible.  In  hopes  of  not  being  forgotten 
by  you,  I  am  ever  most  affectionately  yours, 

Richard  Price. 


TO    THE    ABBE    MORELLET.* 


Philadelphia,  30  December,  1788. 

My  dear  Friend, 

The    suspension  of  the   packet   has  interrupted  our 
correspondence.     It  is  a  long,  a  very  long  time,  since 

*  Translated  from  a  French  copy,  as  published  in  the   Memoires  de 
VAbU  Morellet. 
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I  have  had  any  news  from  Auteuil.  I  lately  learned 
from  M.  de  Chaumont,  that  a  great  many  letters,  which 
I  had  sent  to  New  York,  remained  there  several  months, 
no  packet  having  sailed  for  France. 

Let  me  know,  I  pray  you,  if  you  have  received 
from  me  some  remarks  on  the  reasons  alleged  by 
the  English  for  their  refusal  to  deliver  up  the  mili- 
tary posts  on  our  frontiers.  I  sent  them  to  you,  more 
than  a  year  since,  in  return  for  your  excellent  little 
humorous  piece  Des  Guichets,  and  for  your  Essai  de 
Cometologie,  which  have  amused  me  and  several  of 
my  friends  very  much.  In  this  dearth  of  news  from 
the  Academy  of  Auteuil,  I  read  over  and  over  again, 
with  pleasure  always  new,  your  letters  and  those  of  the 
Abbe  de  La  Roche,  and  the  pieces  which  you  sent  me, 
in  July,  1787,  and  the  scrawl,  as  she  herself  calls  it, 
of  the  good  lady,*  whom  we  all  love,  and  whose  re- 
membrance I  shall  cherish  while  a  breath  of  life  re- 
mains ;  and  whenever,  in  my  dreams,  I  transport  myself 
to  France,  to  visit  my  friends  there,  I  go  first  to 
Auteuil. 

I  send  you  something  rather  curious ;  some  songs 
and  music  composed  in  America,  and  the  first  of  our 
productions  in  that  line.  I  thought  some  of  them 
might  be  to  your  taste,  from  their  simplicity  and  pathos. 
The  poetry  of  the  fifth  pleases  me  particularly,  and 
I  wish  you,  or  M.  de  Cabanis,  to  translate  it  into  your 
own  language,  so  that  the  translation  may  be  sung  to 
the  same  air. 

My  letter  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Gouverneur 
Morris,  formerly  member  of  Congress,  and  a  member 
of  the  Convention  which  framed  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion.    He  is   much   esteemed   here   by  all  who  know 

*  Madame  Helvetius. 
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him ;  and,  as  he  is  my  friend,  I  recommend  him  to 
your  attentions,  as  well  as  to  those  of  M.  de  Marmontel 
and  all  your  family. 

I  flatter  myself  with  the  hope  that  your  last  troubles 
are  quieted.  I  tenderly  love  your  country,  and  con- 
sider myself  deeply  interested  in  its  prosperity.  Now 
that  I  have  just  finished  the  third  year  of  my  presi- 
dency, and  as  henceforward  I  shall  not  have  to  take 
part  in  public  affairs,  I  begin  to  look  upon  myself,  as  a 
free  man,  who  have  nothing  more  to  do,  but  to  enjoy 
the  little  time  which  remains  to  me.  I  shall  employ 
a  part  of  it  in  writing  my  own  history,  which,  in  re- 
calling the  past  to  my  remembrance,  will,  so  to  speak, 
make  me  begin  life  anew.  I  am  always,  my  dear 
friend,  &c.  B.  Franklin. 


TO    ALEXANDER    SMALL. 

Philadelphia,  17  February,  1789. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  have  just  received  your  kind  letter  of  November 
29th,  and  am  much  obliged  by  your  friendly  attention 
in  sending  me  the  receipt,  which  on  occasion  I  may 
make  trial  of;  but  the  stone  I  have  being  a  large  one,  as 
I  find  by  the  weight  it  falls  with  when  I  turn  in  bed,  I 
have  no  hope  of  its  being  dissoluble  by  any  medicine ; 
and  having  been  for  some  time  past  pretty  free  from 
pain,  I  am  afraid  of  tampering.  I  congratulate  you  on 
the  escape  you  had  by  avoiding  the  one  you  mention, 
that  was  as  big  as  a  kidney  bean ;  had  it  been  re- 
tained, it  might  soon  have  become  too  large  to  pass, 
and  proved  the  cause  of  much  pain  at  times,  as  mine 
has  been  to  me. 

Having  served  my  time  of  three  years  as  president, 
I  have   now  renounced  all  public  business,  and  enjoy 
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the  otium  cum  dignitate.  My  friends  indulge  me  with 
their  frequent  visits,  which  I  have  now  leisure  to  re- 
ceive and  enjoy.  The  Philosophical  Society,  and  the 
Society  for  Political  Inquiries,  meet  at  my  house,  which 
I  have  enlarged  by  additional  building,  that  affords  me 
a  large  room  for  those  meetings,  another  over  it  for  my 
library  now  very  considerable,  and  over  all  some  lodg- 
ing rooms.  I  have  seven  promising  grandchildren  by 
my  daughter,  who  play  with  and  amuse  me,  and  she 
is  a  kind  attentive  nurse  to  me  when  I  am  at  any 
time  indisposed ;  so  that  I  pass  my  time  as  agreeably 
as  at  my  age  a  man  may  well  expect,  and  have  little 
to  wish  for,  except  a  more  easy  exit  than  my  malady 
seems  to  threaten. 

The  deafness  you  complain  of  gives  me  concern,  as 
if  great  it  must  diminish  considerably  your  pleasure  in 
conversation.  If  moderate,  you  may  remedy  it  easily 
and  readily,  by  putting  your  thumb  and  fingers  behind 
your  ear,  pressing  it  outwards,  and  enlarging  it,  as  it 
were,  with  the  hollow  of  your  hand.  By  an  exact 
experiment  I  found,  that  I  could  hear  the  tick  of  a 
watch  at  forty -five  feet  distance  by  this  means,  which 
was  barely  audible  at  twenty  feet  without  it.  The 
experiment  was  made  at  midnight  when  the  house 
was  still. 

I  am  glad  you  have  sent  those  directions  respecting 
ventilation  to  the  Edinburgh  Society.  I  hope  you  have 
added  an  account  of  the  experience  you  had  of  it  at 
Minorca.  If  they  do  not  print  your  paper,  send  it  to 
me,  and  it  shall  be  in  the  third  volume,  which  we  are 
about  to  publish  of  our  Transactions. 

Mrs.  Hewson  joins  with  us  in  best  wishes  for  your 
health  and  happiness.  Her  eldest  son  has  gone  through 
his  studies  at  our  college,  and  taken  his  degree.  The 
youngest  is  still  there,  and  will  be  graduated  this  sum- 

vol.  x.  49  G  G 
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mer.     My  grandson   presents  his  respects;  and  I  am 
ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  You  never  mention  the  receipt  of  any  letters 
from  me.  I  wish  to  know  if  they  come  to  hand,  par- 
ticularly my  last  enclosing  the  Jlpologue.  You  mention 
some  of  my  old  friends  being  dead,  but  not  their  names. 


TO    MRS.    CATHERINE    GREENE. 

Philadelphia,  2  March,  1789. 

Dear  Friend, 

Having  now  done  with  public  affairs,  which  have 
hitherto  taken  up  so  much  of  my  time,  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  enjoy,  during  the  small  remainder  of  life 
that  is  left  to  me,  some  of  the  pleasures  of  conversing 
with  my  old  friends  by  writing,  since  their  distance 
prevents  my  hope  of  seeing  them  again. 

I  received  one  of  the  bags  of  sweet  corn  you  were 
so  good  as  to  send  me  a  long  time  since,  but  the  other 
never  came  to  hand.  Even  the  letter  mentioning  it, 
though  dated  December  10th,  1787,  has  been  above 
a  year  on  its  way;  for  I  received  it  but  about  two 
weeks  since  from  Baltimore  in  Maryland.  The  corn  I 
did  receive  was  excellent,  and  gave  me  great  pleasure. 
Accept  my  hearty  thanks. 

I  am,  as  you  suppose  in  the  abovementioned  old 
letter,  much  pleased  to  hear,  that  my  young  friend 
Ray  is  "smart  in  the  farming  way,"  and  makes  such 
substantial  fences.  I  think  agriculture  the  most  hon- 
orable of  all  employments,  being  the  most  independent. 
The  farmer  has  no  need  of  popular  favor,  nor  the  favor 
of  the  great ;  the  success  of  his  crops  depending  only 
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on  the  blessing  of  God  upon  his  honest  industry.  I 
congratulate  your  good  spouse,  that  he,  as  well  as 
myself,  is  now  free  from  public  cares,  and  that  he  can 
bend  his  whole  attention  to  his  farming,  which  will 
afford  him  both  profit  and  pleasure ;  a  business  which 
nobody  knows  better  how  to  manage  with  advantage. 
I  am  too  old  to  follow  printing  again  myself,  but, 
loving  the  business,  I  have  brought  up  my  grandson 
Benjamin  to  it,  and  have  built  and  furnished  a  printing- 
house  for  him,  which  he  now  manages  under  my  eye. 
I  have  great  pleasure  in  the  rest  of  my  grandchildren, 
who  are  now  in  number  eight,  and  all  promising,  the 
youngest  only  six  months  old,  but  shows  signs  of  great 
good  nature.  My  friends  here  are  numerous,  and  I 
enjoy  as  much  of  their  conversation  as  I  can  reason- 
ably wish;  and  I  have  as  much  health  and  cheerful- 
ness, as  can  well  be  expected  at  my  age,  now  eighty- 
three.  Hitherto  this  long  life  has  been  tolerably  happy ; 
so  that,  if  I  were  allowed  to  live  it  over  again,  I  should 
make  no  objection,  only  wishing  for  leave  to  do,  what 
authors  do  in  a  second  edition  of  their  works,  correct 
some  of  my  errata.  Among  the  felicities  of  my  life  I 
reckon  your  friendship,  which  I  shall  remember  with 
pleasure  as  long  as  that  life  lasts,  being  ever,  my  dear 
friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM    M.    LE    VEILLARD    TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

State  of  JIffairs  in  France.  —  Duke  of  Orleans. 

Translation. 

Passy,  25  April,  1789. 

My  dear  Friend, 
Since  your  letter  of  the  10th  of  December  last,  I 
have  had  no  other  from  you.     We  are  at  last  on  the 
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eve  of  the  assembling  of  the  States -General.  If  any- 
one had  said,  when  you  were  with  us,  that  this  was 
even  a  possible  thing,  he  would  have  run  a  great  risk 
of  finding  himself  in  the  Bastille  before  night.  I  do 
not  know  how  much  good  they  will  do;  but  in  the 
mean  while  people  say  and  print  whatever  they  please, 
and  nobody  is  sent  to  prison.  The  demands  of  the 
different  deputations  are  for  the  most  part  publicly 
known.  Many  give  very  narrow  limits  to  the  royal 
authority,  and  all  without  exception  require,  that,  be- 
fore attending  to  any  thing  else,  a  constitution  shall  be 
established,  which  shall  give  legislative  authority  to  the 
nation,  either  conjointly  with  the  King  or  independently 
of  him ;  which  shall  determine  the  composition  and 
the  mode  of  action  of  a  permanent  assembly  of  the 
States-General,  or  of  a  body  which  may  come  together 
without  being  specially  called,  at  short  and  stated  in- 
tervals ;  and  which  shall  give  full  security  to  personal 
liberty  and  to  property,  and  to  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
with  the  condition,  that  the  printer  shall  affix  his  name 
to  the  works  he  publishes.  They  demand,  moreover, 
the  abolition  of  all  privileges  and  exemptions  relating 
to  the  payment  of  taxes,  the  reform  of  civil  and  crim- 
inal laws,  and  the  responsibility  of  ministers.  This  is 
not  all ;  but  upon  this  basis,  if  once  established,  we 
shall  build  up  a  government,  not  perfect  indeed,  for 
that  is  beyond  the  reach  of  humanity,  but  good  enough 
to  satisfy  any  reasonable  being. 

Unfortunately  the  priests  and  the  nobles  are  not  yet 
sufficiently  moderate,  nor  the  lower  classes  sufficiently 
enlightened.  The  intermediate  classes  are  for  this  rea- 
son odious  to  the  former,  and  not  properly  valued  by 
the  latter,  who  are  dazzled  and  blinded  by  the  first 
rays  of  a  liberty,  of  which  they  had  not  even  an  idea, 
and  which  intoxicates  them,  and  renders  them  incapa- 
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ble  of  listening  to  reason.  The  nobility  appear  to  in- 
sist upon  their  ill  received  claim  of  voting  by  orders, 
and  not  in  common  and  individually.  This  would  take 
from  the  Third  Estate  all  the  advantage  of  the  num- 
ber of  its  deputies,  which  by  the  rules  is  equal  to  that 
of  the  two  other  orders  together.  They  therefore  in- 
sist upon  deliberating  in  common  and  voting  individual- 
ly, which  is  the  only  mode  of  substituting  a  true  public 
spirit  for  the  spirit  of  party.  It  is  much  to  be  feared, 
that  this  difficulty  will  occasion  a  disastrous  schism. 

Notwithstanding  our  recent  calamities  from  hail- 
storms, the  scarcity  of  grain,  and  our  long  winter,  and 
notwithstanding  we  are  in  the  midst  of  anarchy,  and 
no  one  feels  sure  enough  of  obedience  to  dare  to  com- 
mand, yet  such  is  the  mildness  of  the  nation,  that  there 
are  but  few  disorders.  The  disturbances  in  Brittany, 
in  Provence,  where  M.  de  Mirabeau  is  playing  a  great 
part,  in  Dauphiny,  and  in  Franche  Comte,  have  died 
away.  Not  a  hundred  persons  in  all  have  been  killed ; 
and,  if  we  obtain*  a  reasonable  constitution,  it  will  be 
perhaps  a  better  one  than  that  of  the  English,  and  we 
shall  pay  less  dear  for  it  than  either  they  or  you  have 
done. 

Among  those  who  are  now  most  prominent,  appears 
a  man  whom  you  never  would  have  thought  of;  a  man 
who,  from  his  situation,  his  rank,  his  riches,  and  his  in- 
dependence, must  either  cover  himself  with  glory  in 
consummating  the  revolution,  or  with  infamy  if  he  fails 
and  leaves  it  imperfect,  by  not  maintaining  the  princi- 
ples, which  he  has  solemnly  avowed ;  I  mean  the  Duke 
of  Orleans.  He  has  doubtless  great  faults ;  but  he  has 
good  qualities,  which  he  was  not  thought  to  possess, 
and  which  he  has  to  some  extent  proved  in  the  late 
public  calamities.  His  character,  a  mixture  it  is  true 
of  eccentricity  and  originality,  promises  some  firmness; 

g  g  * 
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and  the  abuse  of  power,  which  most  unjustly  deprived 
him  so  long  of  his  liberty,  must  inspire  him  with  a 
desire  of  revenge,  which  he  cannot  more  fully  gratify, 
than  by  reestablishing,  as  firmly  as  possible,  individual 
liberty,  and  consequently  that  of  the  nation. 

April  30th.  Most  of  the  assemblies  of  Paris  and 
the  vicinity  have  been  such  scenes  of  tumult,  that,  after 
a  long  time  spent  in  useless  clamor,  they  have  gener- 
ally been  obliged  to  break  up  without  doing  any  busi- 
ness. They  now  appear,  however,  to  be  growing  more 
quiet,  and  likely  to  come  to  some  result ;  but  the  pop- 
ulace, especially  the  laboring  men,  either  of  their  own 
accord  or  because  they  are  in  the  pay  of  the  malecon- 
tents,  have  been  guilty  of  great  disorders,  and  have 
pillaged  houses,  burnt  furniture,  maltreated  and  even 
killed  some  persons.  Troops  stationed  in  the  environs 
have  been  called  in.  It  was  found  necessary  to  fire 
upon  the  people,  and  last  evening,  it  is  believed,  there 
were  near  a  hundred  persons  killed,  and  at  least  as  ma- 
ny wounded.  To-day  tranquillity  is  restored.  Among 
the  killed  are  twenty -five  or  thirty,  who  perished  in 
frightful  torments.  They  were  destroying  a  paper  fac- 
tory, in  the  cellars  of  which  they  found  aqua  fortis,  or 
oil  of  vitriol,  which  they  drank  for  wine  or  liqueur. 

Mr.  Jefferson  will  probably  hand  you  this  letter.  He 
will  return  to  us  next  autumn,  and  I  shall  be  really 
grieved  if  he  comes  with  empty  hands,  and  does  not 
bring  me  the  work,  which  you  have  so  often  prom- 
ised.    I  am,  &c. 

Le  Veillard. 
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TO    MISS    CATHERINE    LOUISA    SHIPLEY. 

On  the  Death  of  her  Father. 

Philadelphia,  27  April,  1789. 

It  is  only  a  few  days  since  the  kind  letter  of  my 
dear  young  friend,  dated  December  24th,  came  to  my 
hands.  I  had  before,  in  the  public  papers,  met  with 
the  afflicting  news  that  letter  contained.  That  excel- 
lent man  has  then  left  us !  His  departure  is  a  loss,  not 
to  his  family  and  friends  only,  but  to  his  nation,  and 
to  the  world ;  for  he  was  intent  on  doing  good,  had 
wisdom  to  devise  the  means,  and  talents  to  promote 
them.  His  "  Sermon  before  the  Society  for  Propagat- 
ing the  Gospel,"  and  his  "Speech  intended  to  have  been 
spoken,"  *  are  proofs  of  his  ability  as  well  as  his  hu- 
manity. Had  his  counsels  in  those  pieces  been  at- 
tended to  by  the  ministers,  how  much  bloodshed  might 
have  been  prevented,  and  how  much  expense  and  dis- 
grace to  the  nation  avoided! 

Your  reflections  on  the  constant  calmness  and  com- 
posure attending  his  death  are  very  sensible.  Such 
instances  seem  to  show,  that  the  good  sometimes  en- 
joy in  dying  a  foretaste  of  the  happy  state  they  are 
about  to  enter. 

According  to  the  course  of  years,  I  should  have 
quitted  this  world  long  before  him.  I  shall  however 
not  be  long  in  following.  I  am  now  in  my  eighty-fourth 
year,  and  the  last  year  has  considerably  enfeebled  me ; 
so  that  I  hardly  expect  to  remain  another.  You  will 
then,  my  dear  friend,  consider  this  as  probably  the  last 

*  This  performance  was  published  in  1774,  and  entitled,  A  Speech 
intended  to  have  been  spoken  on  the  Bill  for  altering  the  Charters  of  the 
Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  It  has  been  greatly  commended  for  the 
beauty  of  its  style,  and  its  just  and  liberal  sentiments  in  regard  to  the 
controversy  then  existing  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies. 
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line  to  be  received  from  me,  and  as  a  taking  leave. 
Present  my  best  and  most  sincere  respects  to  your 
good  mother,  and  love  to  the  rest  of  the  family,  to 
whom  I  wish  all  happiness ;  and  believe  me  to  be, 
while  I  do  live,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    CHARLES    CARROLL.* 


Philadelphia,  25  May,  1789. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  am  glad  to  see  by  the  papers,  that  our  grand  ma- 
chine has  at  length  begun  to  work.  I  pray  God  to 
bless  and  guide  its  operations.  If  any  form  of  gov- 
ernment is  capable  of  making  a  nation  happy,  ours  I 
think  bids  fair  now  for  producing  that  effect.  But,  after 
all,  much  depends  upon  the  people  who  are  to  be 
governed.  We  have  been  guarding  against  an  evil 
that  old  States  are  most  liable  to,  excess  of  power  in 
the  rulers ;  but  our  present  danger  seems  to  be  defect 
of  obedience  in  the  subjects.  There  is  hope,  however, 
from  the  enlightened  state  of  this  age  and  country,  we 
may  guard  effectually  against  that  evil  as  well  as  the  rest. 

My  grandson,  William  Temple  Franklin,  will  have 
the  honor  of  presenting  this  line.  He  accompanied  me 
to  France,  and  remained  with  me  during  my  mission. 
I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  notice,  and 
that  you  would  believe  me,  my  dear  friend,  yours 
most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


*  Mr.  Carroll  was  at  this  time  a  Senator  in  Congress  from  Maryland. 
The  first  Congress  under  the  new  Constitution  had  recently  convened 
in  New  York.  In  March,  1776,  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Carroll  had  been 
joint  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  Continental  Congress  with  instruc- 
tions to  form  a  union  between  the  Canadas  and  the  United  Colonies. 
See  Vol.  VIII.  p.  178. 
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TO    RICHARD    PRICE. 

Reflections  on  Life  and  Death. 

Philadelphia,  31  May,  1789. 

My  very  dear  Friend, 

I  lately  received  your  kind  letter,  enclosing  one  from 
Miss  Kitty  Shipley,  informing  me  of  the  good  Bishop's 
decease,  which  afflicted  me  greatly.  My  friends  drop 
off  one  after  another,  when  my  age  and  infirmities  pre- 
vent my  making  new  ones  ;  and,  if  I  still  retained  the 
necessary  activity  and  ability,  I  hardly  see  among  the 
existing  generation  where  I  could  make  them  of  equal 
goodness.  So  that  the  longer  I  live  I  must  expect  to  be 
the  more  wretched.  As  we  draw  nearer  the  conclusion 
of  life,  nature  furnishes  us  with  more  helps  to  wean 
us  from  it,  among  which  one  of  the  most  powerful  is 
the  loss  of  such  dear  friends. 

I  send  you  with  this  the  two  volumes  of  our  Trans- 
actions, as  I  forget  whether  you  had  the  first  before. 
If  you  had,  you  will  please  to  give  this  to  the  French 
Ambassador,  requesting  his  conveyance  of  it  to  the 
good  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld. 

My  best  wishes  attend  you,  being  ever,  with  sincere 
and  great  esteem,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affec- 
tionately, B.  Franklin. 


to  benjamin  vaughan. 
Relative  to  the  Memoirs  of  his  Life. 

Philadelphia,  3  June,  1789. 

My  dearest  Friend, 
I  received  your  kind  letter  of  March  4th,  and  wish 
I  may  be  able  to  complete  what  you  so  earnestly  de- 
vol.  x.  50 
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sire,  the  Memoirs  of  my  Life.  But  of  late  I  am  so 
interrupted  by  extreme  pain,  which  obliges  me  to  have 
recourse  to  opium,  that,  between  the  effects  of  both,  I 
have  but  little  time  in  which  I  can  write  any  thing. 
My  grandson,  however,  is  copying  what  is  done,  which 
will  be  sent  to  you  for  your  opinion  by  the  next  ves- 
sel ;  and  not  merely  for  your  opinion,  but  for  your  ad- 
vice; for  I  find  it  a  difficult  task  to  speak  decently 
and  properly  of  one's  own  conduct ;  and  I  feel  the  want 
of  a  judicious  friend  to  encourage  me  in  scratching  out. 

I  have  condoled  sincerely  with  the  Bishop  of  St. 
Asaph's  family.  He  was  an  excellent  man.  Losing 
our  friends  thus  one  by  one,  is  the  tax  we  pay  for 
long  living ;  and  it  is  indeed  a  heavy  one. 

I  have  not  seen  the  King  of  Prussia's  posthumous 
works ;  what  you  mention  makes  me  desirous  to  have 
them.  Please  to  mention  it  to  your  brother  William, 
and  that  I  request  him  to  add  them  to  the  books  I 
have  desired  him  to  buy  for  me. 

Our  new  government  is  now  in  train,  and  seems  to 
promise  well.  But  events  are  in  the  hand  of  God.  I 
am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    MRS.    JANE    MECOM. 

Philadelphia,  3  August,  1789. 

Dear  Sister, 

I  am  glad  to  learn,  that  you  have  at  length  got 


some  of  the  letters  I  so  long  since  wrote  to  you.  I 
think  your  postoffice  is  very  badly  managed.  I  ex- 
pect your  bill,  and  shall  pay  it  when  it  appears.  I 
would  have  you  put  the  books  into  our  cousin's  hands, 
who  will  dispose  of  them  for  you,  if  he  can,  or  return 
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them  hither.  I  am  very  much  pleased  to  hear,  that 
you  have  had  no  misunderstanding  with  his  father. 
Indeed,  if  there  had  been  any  such,  I  should  have 
concluded,  it  was  your  fault;  for  I  think  our  family 
were  always  subject  to  being  a  little  mifFy. 

By  the  way,  is  our  relationship  in  Nantucket  quite 
worn  out?  I  have  met  with  none  from  thence  of  late 
years,  who  were  disposed  to  be  acquainted  with  me, 
except  Captain  Timothy  Folger.  They  are  wonder- 
fully shy.  But  I  admire  their  honest  plainness  of 
speech.  About  a  year  ago  I  invited  two  of  them  to 
dine  with  me.  Their  answer  was,  that  they  would,  if 
they  could  not  do  better.  I  suppose  they  did  better; 
for  I  never  saw  them  afterwards,  and  so  had  no  op- 
portunity of  showing  my  miff,  if  I  had  one. 

I  shall  make  the  addition  you  desire  to  my  super- 
scriptions, desiring  in  return  that  you  will  make  a  sub- 
traction from  yours.  The  word  Excellency  does  not 
belong  to  me,  and  Doctor  will  be  sufficient  to  dis- 
tinguish me  from  my  grandson.*  This  family  joins  in 
love  to  you  and  yours. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  16  September,  1789. 


Dear  Sir, 

My  malady  renders  my  sitting  up  to  write  rather 
painful  to  me;  but  I  cannot  let  my  son-in-law,  Mr. 
Bache,  part  for  New  York,  without  congratulating  you 


*  On  this  point  his  sister  replied ;  "  I  was  a  little  suspicious  whether 
Excellency  was  according  to  rule  in  addressing  my  brother  at  this  time ; 
but  I  did  not  write  the  address ;  and  of  late,  because  he  lives  nearer 
than  cousin  Williams,  I  have  sent  my  letters  to  Dr.  Lathrop,  who  is  very 
obliging  to  me,  and  I  thought  he  must  know  what  is  right,  and  I  gave 
no  directions  about  it.     But  I  shall  do  it  another  time."  —  August  23d. 
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by  him  on  the  recovery  of  your  health,  so  precious  to 
us  all,  and  on  the  growing  strength  of  our  new  gov- 
ernment under  your  administration.  For  my  own  per- 
sonal ease,  I  should  have  died  two  years  ago;  but, 
though  those  years  have  been  spent  in  excruciat- 
ing pain,  I  am  pleased  that  I  have  lived  them,  since 
they  have  brought  me  to  see  our  present  situation.  I 
am  now  finishing  my  eighty-fourth  year,  and  probably 
with  it  my  career  in  this  life;  but  in  whatever  state 
of  existence  I  am  placed  in  hereafter,  if  I  retain  any 
memory  of  what  has  passed  here,  I  shall  with  it  re- 
tain the  esteem,  respect,  and  affection,  with  which  I 
have  long  been,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  sincerely, 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM    GEORGE    WASHINGTON    TO   B.  FRANKLIN. 

New  York,  23  September,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  affectionate  congratulations  on  the  recovery  of 
my  health,  and  the  warm  expressions  of  personal 
friendship,  which  were  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
16th  instant,  claim  my  gratitude.  And  the  considera- 
tion, that  it  was  written  when  you  were  afflicted  with 
a  painful  malady,  greatly  increases  my  obligation  for  it. 

Would  to  God,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  could  congratu- 
late you  upon  the  removal  of  that  excruciating  pain, 
under  which  you  labor,  and  that  your  existence  might 
close  with  as  much  ease  to  yourself,  as  its  continu- 
ance has  been  beneficial  to  our  country  and  useful  to 
mankind ;  or,  if  the  united  wishes  of  a  free  people, 
joined  with  the  earnest  prayers  of  every  friend  to 
science  and  humanity,  could  relieve  the  body  from 
pains  or  infirmities,  that   you  could   claim  an  exemp- 
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tion  on  this  score.  But  this  cannot  be,  and  you  have 
within  yourself  the  only  resource  to  which  we  can 
confidently  apply  for  relief,  a  philosophic  mind. 

If  to  be  venerated  for  benevolence,  if  to  be  ad- 
mired for  talents,  if  to  be  esteemed  for  patriotism,  if 
to  be  beloved  for  philanthropy,  can  gratify  the  human 
mind,  you  must  have  the  pleasing  consolation  to  know, 
that  you  have  not  lived  in  vain.  And  I  flatter  my- 
self that  it  will  not  be  ranked  among  the  least  grate- 
ful occurrences  of  your  life  to  be  assured,  that,  so 
long  as  I  retain  my  memory,  you  will  be  recollected 
with  respect,  veneration,  and  affection  by  your  sincere 
friend,  George  Washington. 


TO    BENJAMIN    VAUGHAN. 

Memoirs  of  his  Life,  —  Rules  for  Composition.  —  Con- 
gress.—  Parable  against  Persecution. 

Philadelphia,  2  November,  1789. 

My  dearest  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  August  8th.  I  thank 
you  much  for  your  intimations  of  the  virtues  of  hem- 
lock, but  I  have  tried  so  many  things  with  so  little 
effect,  that  I  am  quite  discouraged,  and  have  no  longer 
any  faith  in  remedies  for  the  stone.  The  palliating 
system  is  what  I  am  now  fixed  in.  Opium  gives  me 
ease  when  I  am  attacked  by  pain,  and  by  the  use  of 
it  I  still  make  life  at  least  tolerable.  Not  being  able, 
however,  to  bear  sitting  to  write,  I  now  make  use  of 
the  hand  of  one  of  my  grandsons,  dictating  to  him  from 
my  bed. 

I  wish,  indeed,  I  had  tried  this  method  sooner;  for 
so,  I  think,  I  might  by  this  time  have  finished  my 
Memoirs,  in  which  I  have  made  no  progress  for  these 

VOL.    X.  H  H 
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six  months  past.  I  have  now  taken  the  resolution  to 
endeavour  completing  them  in  this  way  of  dictating 
to  an  amanuensis.  What  is  already  done,  I  now  send 
you,  with  an  earnest  request  that  you  and  my  good 
friend  Dr.  Price  would  be  so  good  as  to  take  the 
trouble  of  reading  it,  critically  examining  it,  and  giving 
me  your  candid  opinion  whether  I  had  best  publish 
or  suppress  it ;  and  if  the  first,  then  what  parts  had 
better  be  expunged  or  altered.  I  shall  rely  upon  your 
opinions,  for  I  am  now  grown  so  old  and  feeble  in 
mind,  as  well  as  body,  that  I  cannot  place  any  confi- 
dence in  my  own  judgment.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
desire  and  expect  that  you  will  not  suffer  any  copy 
of  it,  or  of  any  part  of  it,  to  be  taken  for  any  purpose 
whatever. 

You  present  me  with  a  pleasing  idea  of  the  happi- 
ness I  might  have  enjoyed  in  a  certain  great  house, 
and  in  the  conversation  of  its  excellent  owner,  and  his 
well  chosen  guests,  if  I  could  have  spent  some  more 
time  in  England.  That  is  now  become  impossible. 
My  best  wishes,  however,  attend  him  and  his  amiable 
son,  in  whose  promising  virtues  and  abilities  I  am  per- 
suaded the  father  will  find  much  satisfaction. 

The  revolution  in  France  is  truly  surprising.  I  sin- 
cerely wish  it  may  end  in  establishing  a  good  consti- 
tution for  that  country.  The  mischiefs  and  troubles 
it  suffers  in  the  operation,  however,  give  me  great 
concern. 

You  request  advice  from  me  respecting  your  con- 
duct and  writings,  and  desire  me  to  tell  you  their  faults. 
As  to  your  conduct,  I  know  of  nothing  that  looks 
like  a  fault,  except  your  declining  to  act  in  any  public 
station,  although  you  are  certainly  qualified  to  do  much 
public  good  in  many  you  must  have  had  it  in  your 
power  to  occupy.     In  respect  to  your  writings,  your  Ian- 
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guage  seems  to  me  to  be  good  and  pure,  and  your 
sentiments  generally  just;  but  your  style  or  composi- 
tion wants  perspicuity,  and  this  I  think  owing  princi- 
pally to  a  neglect  of  method.  What  I  would  therefore 
recommend  to  you  is,  that,  before  you  sit  down  to  write 
on  any  subject,  you  would  spend  some  days  in  con- 
sidering it,  putting  down  at  the  same  time,  in  short 
hints,  every  thought  which  occurs  to  you  as  proper  to 
make  a  part  of  your  intended  piece.  When  you  have 
thus  obtained  a  collection  of  the  thoughts,  examine 
them  carefully  with  this  view,  to  find  which  of  them  is 
properest  to  be  presented  first  to  the  mind  of  the 
reader,  that  he,  being  possessed  of  that,  may  the  more 
easily  understand  it,  and  be  better  disposed  to  receive 
what  you  intend  for  the  second;  and  thus  I  would 
have  you  put  a  figure  before  each  thought,  to  mark  its 
future  place  in  your  composition.  For  so,  every  pre- 
ceding proposition  preparing  the  mind  for  that  which 
is  to  follow,  and  the  reader  often  anticipating  it,  he  pro- 
ceeds with  ease,  and  pleasure,  and  approbation,  as 
seeming  continually  to  meet  with  his  own  thoughts. 
In  this  mode  you  have  a  better  chance  for  a  perfect 
production ;  because,  the  mind  attending  first  to  the 
sentiments  alone,  next  to  the  method  alone,  each  part 
is  likely  to  be  better  performed,  and  I  think  too  in  less 
time. 

You  see  I  give  my  counsel  rather  bluntly,  without 
attempting  to  soften  my  manner  of  finding  fault  by  any 
apology,  which  would  give  some  people  great,  offence ; 
but  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs  between  us,  when 
I  am  soliciting  the  advantage  of  your  criticisms  on  a 
work  of  mine,  it  is  perhaps  my  interest  that  you  should 
be  a  little  offended,  in  order  to  produce  a  greater  de- 
gree of  wholesome  severity.  I  think  with  you,  that,  if 
my  Memoirs  are  to  be   published,  an  edition  of  them 
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should  be  printed  in  England  for  that  country,  as  well 
as  here  for  this,  and  I  shall  gladly  leave  it  to  your 
friendly  management. 

We  have  now  had  one  session  of  Congress  under 
our  new  Constitution,  which  was  conducted  with,  I 
think,  a  greater  degree  of  temper,  prudence,  and  una- 
nimity, than  could  well  have  been  expected,  and  our 
future  prospects  seem  very  favorable.  The  harvests 
of  the  last  summer  have  been  uncommonly  plentiful 
and  good ;  yet  the  produce  bears  a  high  price,  from 
the  great  foreign  demand.  At  the  same  time,  immense 
quantities  of  foreign  goods  are  crowded  upon  us,  so 
as  to  overstock  the  market,  and  supply  us  with  what 
we  want  at  very  low  prices.  A  spirit  of  industry  and 
frugality  is  also  very  generally  prevailing,  which,  being 
the  most  promising  sign  of  future  national  felicity,  gives 
me  infinite  satisfaction. 

Remember  me  most  respectfully  and  affectionately 
to  your  good  mother,  sisters,  and  brother,  and  also  to 
my  dear  Dr.  Price ;  and  believe  me,  my  dearest  friend, 
yours  most  sincerely, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  I  have  not  received  the  Philosophical  Trans- 
actions for  the  two  or  three  last  years.  They  are  usual- 
ly laid  by  for  me  at  the  Society's  house,  with  my  name 
upon  them,  and  remain  there  till  called  for.  I  shall  be 
much  obliged  to  you,  if  you  can  conveniently  take 
them  up  and  send  them  to  me. 

Your  mention  of  plagiarism  puts  me  in  mind  of  a 
charge  of  the  same  kind,  which  I  lately  saw  in  the 
British  Repository,  concerning  the  Chapter  of  Abra- 
ham and  the  Stranger.  Perhaps  this  is  the  attack  your 
letter  hints  at,  in  which  you  defended  me.  The  truth 
is,  as  I  think  you  observe,  that  I  never  published  that 
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Chapter,  and  never  claimed  more  credit  from  it,  than 
what  related  to  the  style,  and  the  addition  of  the  con- 
cluding threatening  and  promise.  The  publishing  of  it 
by  Lord  Karnes,  without  my  consent,  deprived  me  of 
a  good  deal  of  amusement,  which  I  used  to  take  in 
reading  it  by  heart  out  of  my  Bible,  and  obtaining  the 
remarks  of  the  Scripturians  upon  it,  which  were  some- 
times very  diverting ;  not  but  that  it  is  in  itself,  on  ac- 
count of  the  importance  of  its  moral,  well  wx>rth  being 
made  known  to  all  mankind.*  When  I  wrote  that  in 
the  form  you  now  have  it,  I  wrote  also  another, t  the 
hint  of  which  was  also  taken  from  an  ancient  Jewish 
tradition ;  but,  not  having  the  same  success  with  it  as 
the  other,  I  laid  it  aside,  and  have  not  seen  it  for 
thirty  years  past,  till  within  these  few  days  a  lady  of 
my  acquaintance  furnished  me  with  a  copy,  which  she 
had  preserved.  I  think  however  it  is  not  a  bad  one, 
and  send  it  to  you  enclosed. 


TO    JOHN    WRIGHT,    LONDON. 

United  States,  —  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  4  November,  1789. 

Dear  Friend, 
I  received  your  kind  letter  of  July  the  31st,  which 
gave  me  great  pleasure,  as  it  informed  me  of  the  wel- 

*  See  the  Parable  against  Persecution,  Vol.  II.  p.  118.  For  some 
time  after  this  Apologue  first  appeared,  Dr.  Franklin  was  charged  with 
having  published  it  as  his  own,  whereas  it  was  given  to  the  world  by  Lord 
Kames  without  his  consent  or  knowledge  ;  nor  did  he  ever  claim  any 
other  originality  in  regard  to  it,  than  what  he  has  mentioned  above. 
But  whoever  will  compare  it  as  printed  in  this  work,  with  the  sources 
whence  it  was  derived,  will  see  that  its  chief  point  and  beauty  consist 
in  the  dress  and  additions,  which  it  received  from  his  hand  ;  and  indeed 
to  this  dress  and  these  additions  is  to  be  ascribed  the  importance,  that 
has  been  attached  to  it. 

f  Probably  the  Parable  on  Brotherly  Love.     See  Vol.  II.  p.  123. 

VOL.    X.  51  HH* 
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fare  both  of  yourself  and  your  good  lady,  to  whom 
please  to  present  my  respects.  I  thank  you  for  the 
epistle  of  your  yearly  meeting,  and  for  the  card,  a 
specimen  of  printing,  which  was  enclosed. 

We  have  nowr  had  one  session  of  Congress,  which 
was  conducted  under  our  new  Constitution,  and  with 
as  much  general  satisfaction  as  could  reasonably  be 
expected.  I  wish  the  struggle  in  France  may  end  as 
happily  for  that  nation.  We  are  now  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  our  new  government  for  eleven  of  the  States, 
and  it  is  generally  thought  that  North  Carolina  is  about 
to  join  it.  Rhode  Island  will  probably  take  longer  time 
for  consideration. 

We  have  had  a  most  plentiful  year  for  the  fruits  of 
the  earth,  and  our  people  seem  to  be  recovering  fast 
from  the  extravagance  and  idle  habits,  which  the  war 
had  introduced ;  and  to  engage  seriously  in  the  country 
habits  of  temperance,  frugality,  and  industry,  which  give 
the  most  pleasing  prospect  of  future  national  felicity. 
Your  merchants,  however,  are,  I  think,  imprudent  in 
crowding  in  upon  us  such  quantities  of  goods  for  sale 
here,  which  are  not  written  for  by  ours,  and  are  beyond 
the  faculties  of  this  country  to  consume  in  any  reason- 
able time.  This  surplus  of  goods  is,  therefore,  to  raise 
present  money,  sent  to  the  vendues,  or  auction -houses, 
of  wThich  we  have  six  or  seven  in  and  near  this  city ; 
where  they  are  sold  frequently  for  less  than  prime  cost, 
to  the  great  loss  of  the  indiscreet  adventurers.  Our 
newspapers  are  doubtless  to  be  seen  at  your  coffee- 
houses near  the  Exchange.  In  their  advertisements 
you  may  observe  the  constancy  and  quantity  of  this 
kind  of  sales ;  as  well  as  the  quantity  of  goods  im- 
ported by  our  regular  traders.  I  see  in  your  English 
newspapers  frequent  mention  of  our  being  out  of  credit 
with  you ;  to  us  it  appears,  that  we  have  abundantly 
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too  much,  and  that  your  exporting  merchants  are  rather 
out  of  their  senses. 

I  wish  success  to  your  endeavours  for  obtaining  an 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade.  The  epistle  from  your 
Yearly  Meeting,  for  the  year  1758,  was  not  the  first 
sowing  of  the  good  seed  you  mention ;  for  I  find  by 
an  old  pamphlet  in  my  possession,  that  George  Keith, 
near  a  hundred  years  since,  wrote  a  paper  against  the 
practice,  said  to  be  "given  forth  by  the  appointment 
of  the  meeting  held  by  him,  at  Philip  James's  house, 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  about  the  year  1693;" 
wherein  a  strict  charge  was  given  to  Friends,  "that 
they  should  set  their  negroes  at  liberty,  after  some 
reasonable  time  of  service,  &c.  &c."  And  about  the 
year  1 728,  or  1 729,  I  myself  printed  a  book  for  Ralph 
Sandyford,  another  of  your  Friends  in  this  city,  against 
keeping  negroes  in  slavery ;  two  editions  of  which  he 
distributed  gratis.  And  about  the  year  1736,  I  printed 
another  book  on  the  same  subject  for  Benjamin  Lay, 
who  also  professed  being  one  of  your  Friends,  and  he 
distributed  the  books  chiefly  among  them.  By  these 
instances  it  appears,  that  the  seed  was  indeed  sown 
in  the  good  ground  of  your  profession,  though  much 
earlier  than  the  time  you  mention,  and  its  springing 
up  to  effect  at  last,  though  so  late,  is  some  confirma- 
tion of  Lord  Bacon's  observation,  that  a  good  motion 
never  dies ;  and  it  may  encourage  us  in  making  such, 
though  hopeless  of  their  taking  immediate  effect. 

I  doubt  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  finish  my  Me- 
moirs, and,  if  I  finish  them,  whether  they  will  be  proper 
for  publication.  You  seem  to  have  too  high  an  opinion 
of  them,  and  to  expect  too  much  from  them.* 

*  Dr.  Franklin  did  not  complete  his  Memoirs  to  a  later  date  than  that 
of  his  first  public  mission  to  England,  in  the  year  1757.  Shortly  after 
his  death,  they  were  continued  to  the  end  of  his  life  by  Dr.  Stuber,  and 
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I  think  you  are  right  in  preferring  a  mixed  form  of 
government  for  your  country,  under  its  present  circum- 
stances ;  and  if  it  were  possible  for  you  to  reduce 
the  enormous  salaries  and  emoluments  of  great  officers, 
which  are  at  bottom  the  source  of  all  your  violent 
factions,  that  form  might  be  conducted  more  quietly 
and  happily ;  but  I  am  afraid,  that  none  of  your  fac- 
tions, when  they  get  uppermost,  will  ever  have  virtue 
enough  to  reduce  those  salaries  and  emoluments,  but 
will  rather  choose  to  enjoy  them. 

I  enclose  a  bill  for  twenty-five  pounds,  for  which, 
when  received,  please  to  credit  my  account,  and  out 
of  it  pay  Mr.  Benjamin  Vaughan,  of  Jeffries  Square, 
and    Mr.    William    Vaughan,   his   brother,   of   Mincing 

•were  first  published  in  the  Columbian  Magazine.  This  Continuation  has 
often  been  printed  in  connexion  with  the  autobiography.  In  Hardie's 
New  Universal  Biographical  Dictionary,  (Vol.  IV.  p.  292,)  is  a  brief 
notice  of  the  author's  life.  The  following  sketch  has  been  furnished 
by  Dr.  John  W.  Francis,  of  New  York. 

"Henry  Stuber  was  cut  off  too  early  in  life  to  afford  materials  for 
much  beyond  the  ordinary  record  of  an  obituary  register.  He  was  de- 
scended from  German  parents,  and  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  as  nearly 
as  can  be  ascertained,  about  the  year  1770.  The  traditional  accounts 
concerning  him  are  eminently  favorable  as  to  his  natural  capacity,  his 
various  attainments,  and  his  moral  worth.  He  evinced  throughout  his 
brief  career  an  ardent  love  of  literature  and  science ;  and,  though  his 
circumstances  were  narrow,  he  pursued  them  more  with  the  desire  of  pro- 
moting useful  and  benevolent  designs,  than  with  a  view  to  selfish  re- 
muneration. He  acquired  the  rudiments  of  the  Greek,  Latin,  and  Ger- 
man languages,  under  the  direction  of  the  learned  Dr.  Kunze,  at  that 
time  connected  with  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  one  of  his 
favorite  pupils  when  Dr.  Kunze  left  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  New  York, 
in  1784.  These  languages  he  acquired  with  a  remarkable  facility ;  they 
were,  however,  but  auxiliaries  to  his  investigations  in  almost  every  branch 
of  human  inquiry,  to  which  he  seems  to  have  directed  his  energies.  The 
stock  of  knowledge,  which  he  thus  accumulated,  laid  a  broad  foundation 
for  his  intended  career.  His  acquaintance  with  the  different  branches  of 
physical  and  mental  research  now  led  him  to  a  close  study  of  Medicine, 
and  he  was  graduated  with  honor  in  that  profession.  His  health,  how- 
ever, forbade  him  more  than  a  very  partial  exercise  of  its  responsible 
trusts.     Very  early  thereafter,  peculiar  opportunities  presenting,  he  ob- 
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Lane,  such  accounts  against  me  as  they  shall  present 
to  you  for  that  purpose.  I  am,  my  dear  friend,  yours 
very  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM   THE    PRINCESS   OF  DASCHKOFF  TO  B.  FRANKLIN.* 

Giving  him  Notice  of  his  having  been  chosen  a  Member 
of  the  Imperial  .Academy  of  Sciences. 

St.  Petersburgh,  4  November,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 
Having  always  supposed,  and  even  cherished  the 
idea,  that  you  were  a  member  of  the  Imperial  Academy 
of  Sciences,  which  is  at  St.  Petersburgh  under  my 
direction,  I  was  greatly  surprised,  when,  reviewing  the 
list  of  its  members  some  days  ago,  I  did  not  find  your 
name  in  the  number.  I  hastened  therefore  to  acquire 
this  honor  for  the  Academy,  and  you  were  received 
among  its  members  with  an  unanimous   applause   and 

tained  a  situation  in  one  of  the  public  offices  of  the  United  States'  gov- 
ernment ;  and,  deeming  Law  more  available  to  his  new  pursuits,  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  that  science  with  unabated  ardor,  when  he  was 
arrested  by  a  disease  of  the  pulmonary  organs,  which  at  an  earlier  period 
had  given  rise  to  alarming  apprehensions  among  his  friends.  He  died 
when  he  had  just  passed  the  age  of  his  majority. 

"  The  consideration,  in  which  his  memory  is  to  be  held,  arises  not  alone 
from  his  numerous  attainments  in  letters  and  philosophy.  Various  con- 
tributions to  the  periodical  journals  of  the  time  attest  at  once  his  powers 
in  his  native  language,  the  solidity  of  his  acquisitions,  and  no  mean  force 
of  original  thinking.  The  only  literary  effort  by  which  he  will  be  re- 
membered is  his  Continuation  of  the  Life  of  Franklin." 

The  most  important  part  of  Stuber's  Continuation  is  that  in  which 
he  gives  a  historical  account  of  Dr.  Franklin's  discoveries  in  electricity. 
This  has  been  printed  at  large  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  present  edition. 

*  This  letter  was  written  in  English.  Dr.  Franklin  had  occasionally 
met  the  Princess  of  Daschkoff  at  Paris.  For  several  years  she  held  the 
office  of  President  and  Director  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  St.  Pe- 
tersburgh. 
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joy.  I  beg  you,  Sir,  to  accept  of  this  title,  and  to 
believe  that  I  look  upon  it  as  an  honor  acquired  by 
our  Academy. 

I  shall  order  the  patent  to  be  despatched  to  you  as 
soon  as  possible.  In  the  mean  time  be  assured,  that 
it  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  I  profit  of  the 
present  occasion  to  give  you  token  of  my  regard  and 
veneration  for  your  eminent  character,  and  that  I  shall 
always  recollect  with  pride  the  advantage  I  had  to  be 
personally  noticed  by  you.  With  a  sincere  considera- 
tion I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Princess  of  Daschkoff. 


TO    SAMUEL    MOORE. 

Philadelphia,  5  November,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  July  25th,  but  had  no  op- 
portunity of  showing  any  civility  to  the  bearer,  whom 
you  mention  as  coming  under  the  auspices  of  William 
Franklin,  as  he  did  not  show  himself  to  me. 

I  am  obliged  by  your  kind  inquiries  after  my  health, 
which  is  still  tolerably  good,  the  stone  excepted;  my 
constitution  being  such,  as,  if  it  were  not  for  that  mal- 
ady, might  have  held  out  yet  some  years  longer. 

I  hope  the  fire  of  liberty,  which  you  mention  as 
spreading  itself  over  Europe,  will  act  upon  the  inesti- 
mable rights  of  man,  as  common  fire  does  upon  gold ; 
purify  without  destroying  them  ;  so  that  a  lover  of  lib- 
erty may  find  a  country  in  any  part  of  Christendom. 

I  see  with  pleasure  in  the  public  prints,  that  our 
Society*  is  still  kept  up  and  flourishes.  I  was  an 
early  member;   for,  when   Mr.  Shipley  sent   me  a  list 

*  The  London    Society  for  promoting  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Com- 
merce, of  which  Mr.  Moore  was  Secretary. 
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of  the  subscribers,  they  were  but  seventy ;  and,  though 
I  had  no  expectation  then  of  going  to  England,  and 
acting  with  them,  I  sent  a  contribution  of  twenty 
guineas ;  in  consideration  of  which  the  Society  were 
afterwards  pleased  to  consider  me  a  member. 

I  wish  to  the  exertions  of  your  manufacturers,  who 
are  generally  excellent,  and  to  the  spirit  and  enter- 
prise of  your  merchants,  who  are  famed  for  fair  and 
honorable  dealing,  all  the  success  they  merit  in  pro- 
moting the  prosperity  of  your  country. 

I  am  glad  our  friend  Small  enjoys  so  much  health, 
and  his  faculties  so  perfectly,  as  I  perceive  he  does 
by  his  letters.  I  know  not  whether  he  is  yet  returned 
from  his  visit  to  Scotland,  and  therefore  give  you  the 
trouble  of  the  enclosed.  My  best  wishes  attend  you, 
being  ever,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    ALEXANDER    SMALL. 

Poor  Laws.  —  American  Loyalists.  —  French  and 
English  Governments. 

Philadelphia,  5  November,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  several  favors  of  April  23d,  May  9th, 
and  June  2d,  together  with  the  manuscript  concerning 
Ventilation*  which  will  be  inserted  in  our  next  volume. 

I  have  long  been  of  your  opinion,  that  your  legal 
provision  for  the  poor  is  a  very  great  evil,  operating  as 
it  does  to  the  encouragement  of  idleness.  We  have 
followed  your  example,  and  begin  now  to  see  our  error, 
and,  I  hope,  shall  reform  it.     I  find  by   your  letters, 

*See  Vol.  VI.  pp.  307-324. 
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that  every  man  has  patience  enough  to  bear  calmly 
and  coolly  the  injuries  done  to  other  people.  You 
have  perfectly  forgiven  the  royalists,  and  you  seem  to 
wonder,  that  we  should  still  retain  any  resentment 
against  them  for  their  joining  with  the  savages  to  burn 
our  houses,  and  murder  and  scalp  our  friends,  our 
wives,  and  our  children.  I  forget  who  it  was  that  said, 
"  We  are  commanded  to  forgive  our  enemies,  but  we 
are  nowhere  commanded  to  forgive  our  friends."  Cer- 
tain it  is,  however,  that  atrocious  injuries  done  to  us 
by  our  friends  are  naturally  more  deeply  resented  than 
the  same  done  by  enemies.  They  have  left  us,  to  live 
under  the  government  of  their  King  in  England  and 
Nova  Scotia.  We  do  not  miss  them,  nor  wish  their 
return ;  nor  do  we  envy  them  their  present  happiness. 

The  accounts  you  give  me  of  the  great  prospects 
you  have  respecting  your  manufactures,  agriculture, 
and  commerce,  are  pleasing  to  me ;  for  I  still  love  Eng- 
land and  wish  it  prosperity.  You  tell  me,  that  the 
government  of  France  is  abundantly  punished  for  its 
treachery  to  England  in  assisting  us.  You  might  also 
have  remarked,  that  the  government  of  England  had 
been  punished  for  its  treachery  to  France  in  assisting 
the  Corsicans,  and  in  seizing  her  ships  in  time  of  full 
peace,  without  any  previous  declaration  of  war.  I  be- 
lieve governments  are  pretty  near  equal  in  honesty, 
and  cannot  with  much  propriety  praise  their  own  in 
preference  to  that  of  their  neighbours. 

You  do  me  too  much  honor  in  naming  me  with 
Timoleon.  I  am  like  him  only  in  retiring  from  my 
public  labors;  which  indeed  my  stone,  and  other  in- 
firmities of  age,  have  made  indispensably  necessary. 

I  hope  you  are  by  this  time  returned  from  your  visit 
to  your  native  country,  and  that  the  journey  has  given 
a  firmer  consistence  to  your  health.     Mr.  Penn's  prop- 
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erty  in  this  country,  which  you  inquire  about,  is  still 
immensely  great;  and  I  understand  he  has  received 
ample  compensation  in  England  for  the  part  he  lost. 

I  think  you  have  made  a  happy  choice  of  rural 
amusements;  the  protection  of  the  bees,  and  the  de- 
struction of  the  hop  insect.  I  wish  success  to  your 
experiments,  and  shall  be  glad  to  hear  the  result. 
Your  Theory  of  Insects  appears  the  most  ingenious 
and  plausible  of  any,  that  have  hitherto  been  proposed 
by  philosophers. 

Our  new  Constitution  is  now  established  with  eleven 
States,  and  the  accession  of  a  twelfth  is  soon  expected. 
We  have  had  one  session  of  Congress  under  it,  which 
was  conducted  with  remarkable  prudence,  and  a  good 
deal  of  unanimity.  Our  late  harvests  were  plentiful, 
and  our  produce  still  fetches  a  good  price,  through 
an  abundant  foreign  demand  and  the  flourishing  state 
of  our  commerce.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours 
most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    M.    LE    ROY. 

On  the  Affairs  of  France. 

Philadelphia,  13  November,  1789. 

It  is  now  more  than  a  year,  since  I  have  heard 
from  my  dear  friend  Le  Roy.  What  can  be  the  reason  1 
Are  you  still  living?  Or  have  the  mob  of  Paris  mis- 
taken the  head  of  a  monopolizer  of  knowledge,  for  a 
monopolizer  of  corn,  and  paraded  it  about  the  streets 
upon  a  pole. 

Great  part  of  the  news  we  have  had  from  Paris,  for 
near  a  year  past,  has  been  very  afflicting.  I  sincerely 
wish  and  pray  it   may  all   end  well   and   happy,  both 

vol.  x.  52  1 1 


410  FRANKLIN'S    WRITINGS.  [^Et.  83. 

for  the  King  and  the  nation.  The  voice  of  Philosophy 
I  apprehend  can  hardly  be  heard  among  those  tu- 
mults. If  any  thing  material  in  that  way  had  occurred, 
I  am  persuaded  you  would  have  acquainted  me  with 
it.  However,  pray  let  me  hear  from  you  a  little  of- 
tener ;  for,  though  the  distance  is  great,  and  the  means 
of  conveying  letters  not  very  regular,  a  year's  silence 
between  friends  must  needs  give  uneasiness. 

Our  new  Constitution  is  now  established,  and  has  an 
appearance  that  promises  permanency ;  but  in  this 
world  nothing  can  be  said  to  be  certain,  except  death 
and  taxes. 

My  health  continues  much  as  it  has  been  for  some 
time,  except  that  I  grow  thinner  and  weaker,  so  that 
I  cannot  expect  to  hold  out  much  longer. 

My  respects  to  your  good  brother,  and  to  our  friends 
of  the  Academy,  which  always  has  my  best  wishes 
for  its  prosperity  and  glory.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend, 
and  believe  me  ever  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

Convulsions  in  Finance.  —  Great  Britain  and  the 

United  States. 

Philadelphia,  4  December  1789. 

My  very  dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  favor  of  August  last.  Your  kind 
condolences  on  the  painful  state  of  my  health  are  very 
obliging.  I  am  thankful  to  God,  however,  that,  among 
the  numerous  ills  human  life  is  subject  to,  one  only  of 
any  importance  is  fallen  to  my  lot ;  and  that  so  late  as 
almost  to  insure    that  it  can  be  but  of  short  duration. 

The  convulsions  in  France  are  attended  with  some 
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disagreeable  circumstances ;  but  if  by  the  struggle  she 
obtains  and  secures  for  the  nation  its  future  liberty,  and 
a  good  constitution,  a  few  years'  enjoyment  of  those 
blessings  will  amply  repay  all  the  damages  their  ac- 
quisition may  have  occasioned.  God  grant,  that  not 
only  the  love  of  liberty,  but  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  rights  of  man,  may  pervade  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  so  that  a  philosopher  may  set  his  foot  anywhere 
on  its  surface,  and  say,  "This  is  my  country." 

Your  wishes  for  a  cordial  and  perpetual  friendship 
between  Britain  and  her  ancient  colonies  are  manifest- 
ed continually  in  every  one  of  your  letters  to  me; 
something  of  my  disposition  on  the  same  subject  may 
appear  to  you  in  casting  your  eye  over  the  enclosed 
paper.  I  do  not  by  this  opportunity  send  you  any  of 
our  Gazettes,  because  the  postage  from  Liverpool 
would  be  more  than  they  are  worth.  I  can  now  only 
add  my  best  wishes  of  every  kind  of  felicity  for  the 
three  amiable  Hartleys,  to  whom  I  have  the  honor  of 
being  an  affectionate  friend  and  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  B.  Franklin. 


TO    MRS.    JANE    MECOM. 

Philadelphia,  17  December,  1789. 

Dear  Sister, 
You  tell  me  you  are  desired  by  an  acquaintance  to 
ask  my  opinion,  whether  the  general  circumstances 
mentioned  in  the  history  of  Baron  Trenck  are  founded 
in  fact ;  to  which  I  can  only  answer,  that,  of  the  great- 
est part  of  those  circumstances,  the  scene  being  laid  in 
Germany,  I  must  consequently  be  very  ignorant;  but 
of  what  he  says  as  having  passed  in  France,  between 
the  ministers  of  that  country,  himself,  and  me,  I  can 
speak  positively,  that  it   is  founded  in  falsehood,  and 
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that  the  fact  can  only  serve  to  confound,  as  I  never 
saw  him  in  that  country,  nor  ever  knew  or  heard  of 
him  anywhere,  till  I  met  with  the  abovementioned  his- 
tory in  print,  in  the  German  language,  in  which  he 
ventured  to  relate  it  as  a  fact,  that  I  had,  with  those 
ministers,  solicited  him  to  enter  into  the  American 
service.  A  translation  of  that  book  into  French  has 
since  been  printed,  but  the  translator  has  omitted  that 
pretended  fact,  probably  from  an  apprehension,  that  its 
being  in  that  country  known  not  to  be  true  might  hurt 
the  credit  and  sale  of  the  translation. 

I  thank  you  for  the  sermon  on  Sacred  Music.  I 
have  read  it  with  pleasure.  I  think  it  a  very  ingenious 
composition.  You  will  say  this  is  natural  enough,  if 
you  read  what  I  have  formerly  wrritten  on  the  same 
subject  in  one  of  my  printed  letters,  wherein  you  will 
find  a  perfect  agreement  of  sentiment  respecting  the 
complex  music,  of  late,  in  my  opinion,  too  much  in 
vogue ;  it  being  only  pleasing  to  learned  ears,  which  can 
be  delighted  with  the  difficulty  of  execution,  instead 
of  harmody  and  melody.*     Your  affectionate  brother. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    NOAH    WEBSTER. 

On  the  English  Language.  —  Improper  Use  of  certain 
Words  in  Jlmerica.  —  Universality  of  the  French 
Language.  —  Improvements  in  Printing. 

Philadelphia,  26  December,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  some  time  since  your  Dissertations  on  the 
English   Language.     The  book  was  not   accompanied 

*  See  Vol.  VI.  pp.  263,  269. 
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by  any  letter  or  message,  informing  me  to  whom  I  am 
obliged  for  it,  but  I  suppose  it  is  to  yourself.  It  is  an 
excellent  work,  and  will  be  greatly  useful  in  turning 
the  thoughts  of  our  countrymen  to  correct  writing. 
Please  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the  great  honor  you 
have  done  me  in  its  dedication.  I  ought  to  have  made 
this  acknowledgment  sooner,  but  much  indisposition 
prevented  me. 

I  cannot  but  applaud  your  zeal  for  preserving  the 
purity  of  our  language,  both  in  its  expressions  and 
pronunciation,  and  in  correcting  the  popular  errors  sev- 
eral of  our  States  are  continually  falling  into  with 
respect  to  both.  Give  me  leave  to  mention  some  of 
them,  though  possibly  they  may  have  already  occurred 
to  you.  I  wish,  however,  in  some  future  publication 
of  yours,  you  would  set  a  discountenancing  mark  upon 
them.  The  first  I  remember  is  the  word  improved. 
When  I  left  New  England,  in  the  year  1723,  this  word 
had  never  been  used  among  us,  as  far  as  I  know,  but 
in  the  sense  of  ameliorated  or  made  better,  except 
once  in  a  very  old  book  of  Dr.  Mather's,  entitled  Re- 
markable Providences.  As  that  eminent  man  wrote  a 
very  obscure  hand,  I  remember  that  when  I  read  that 
word  in  his  book,  used  instead  of  the  word  imployed, 
I  conjectured  it  was  an  error  of  the  printer,  who  had 
mistaken  a  too  short  /  in  the  writing  for  an  r,  and  a  y 
with  too  short  a  tail  for  a  v\  whereby  imployed  was 
converted  into  improved. 

But  when  I  returned  to  Boston,  in  1733,  I  found 
this  change  had  obtained  favor,  and  was  then  become 
common ;  for  I  met  with  it  often  in  perusing  the  news- 
papers, where  it  frequently  made  an  appearance  rather 
ridiculous.  Such,  for  instance,  as  the  advertisement 
of  a  country-house  to  be  sold,  which  had  been  many 
years  improved  as  a  tavern ;  and,  in  the  character  of  a 

ii* 
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deceased  country  gentleman,  that  he  had  been  for  more 
than  thirty  years  improved  as  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
This  use  of  the  word  improved  is  peculiar  to  New 
England,  and  not  to  be  met  with  among  any  other 
speakers  of  English,  either  on  this  or  the  other  side 
of  the  water. 

During  my  late  absence  in  France,  I  find  that  sev- 
eral other  new  words  have  been  introduced  into  our 
parliamentary  language ;  for  example,  I  find  a  verb 
formed  from  the  substantive  notice;  I  should  not  have 
noticed  this,  were  it  not  that  the  gentleman,  &c.  Also 
another  verb  from  the  substantive  advocate;  The  gen- 
tleman who  advocates  or  has  advocated  that  mo- 
tion, &c.  Another  from  the  substantive  progress,  the 
most  awkward  and  abominable  of  the  three ;  The  com- 
mittee, having  progressed,  resolved  to  adjourn.  The 
word  opposed,  though  not  a  new  word,  I  find  used  in 
a  new  manner,  as,  The  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to 
this  measure  ;  to  which  I  have  also  myself  always  been 
opposed.  If  you  should  happen  to  be  of  my  opinion 
with  respect  to  these  innovations,  you  will  use  your 
authority  in  reprobating  them. 

The  Latin  language,  long  the  vehicle  used  in  dis- 
tributing knowledge  among  the  different  nations  of 
Europe,  is  daily  more  and  more  neglected ;  and  one 
of  the  modern  tongues,  viz.  the  French,  seems  in  point 
of  universality  to  have  supplied  its  place.  It  is  spoken 
in  all  the  courts  of  Europe ;  and  most  of  the  literati, 
those  even  who  do  not  speak  it,  have  acquired  knowl- 
edge enough  of  it  to  enable  them  easily  to  read  the 
books  that  are  written  in  it.  This  gives  a  considera- 
ble advantage  to  that  nation  ;  it  enables  its  authors  to 
inculcate  and  spread  throughout  other  nations  such 
sentiments  and  opinions  on  important  points,  as  are 
most  conducive  to  its  interests,  or  which  may  contribute 
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to  its  reputation  by  promoting  the  common  interests 
of  mankind.  It  is  perhaps  owing  to  its  being  written 
in  French,  that  Voltaire's  treatise  on  Toleration  has 
had  so  sudden  and  so  great  an  effect  on  the  bigotry 
of  Europe,  as  almost  entirely  to  disarm  it.  The  general 
use  of  the  French  language  has  likewise  a  very  ad- 
vantageous effect  on  the  profits  of  the  bookselling 
branch  of  commerce,  it  being  well  known,  that  the 
more  copies  can  be  sold  that  are  struck  off  from  one 
composition  of  types,  the  profits  increase  in  a  much 
greater  proportion  than  they  do  in  making  a  great 
number  of  pieces  in  any  other  kind  of  manufacture. 
And  at  present  there  is  no  capital  town  in  Europe 
without  a  French  bookseller's  shop  corresponding  with 
Paris. 

Our  English  bids  fair  to  obtain  the  second  place. 
The  great  body  of  excellent  printed  sermons  in  our 
language,  and  the  freedom  of  our  writings  on  political 
subjects,  have  induced  a  number  of  divines  of  different 
sects  and  nations,  as  well  as  gentlemen  concerned  in 
public  affairs,  to  study  it ;  so  far  at  least  as  to  read  it. 
And  if  we  were  to  endeavour  the  facilitating  its  pro- 
gress, the  study  of  our  tongue  might  become  much  more 
general.  Those,  who  have  employed  some  parts  of 
their  time  in  learning  a  new  language,  have  frequently 
observed,  that,  while  their  acquaintance  with  it  was  im- 
perfect, difficulties  small  in  themselves  operated  as  great 
ones  in  obstructing  their  progress.  A  book,  for  exam- 
ple, ill  printed,  or  a  pronunciation  in  speaking,  not  well 
articulated,  would  render  a  sentence  unintelligible ; 
which,  from  a  clear  print  or  a  distinct  speaker,  would 
have  been  immediately  comprehended.  If  therefore  we 
would  have  the  benefit  of  seeing  our  language  more 
generally  known  among  mankind,  we  should  endeavour 
to  remove  all  the  difficulties,  however  small,  that  dis- 
courage the  learning  it. 
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But  I  am  sorry  to  observe,  that,  of  late  years,  those 
difficulties,  instead  of  being  diminished,  have  been  aug- 
mented. In  examining  the  English  books,  that  were 
printed  between  the  Restoration  and  the  accession  of 
George  the  Second,  we  may  observe,  that  all  substan- 
tives were  begun  with  a  capital,  in  which  we  imitated 
our  mother  tongue,  the  German.  This  was  more  par- 
ticularly useful  to  those,  who  were  not  well  acquainted 
with  the  English ;  there  being  such  a  prodigious  num- 
ber of  our  words,  that  are  both  verbs  and  substantives, 
and  spelled  in  the  same  manner,  though  often  accented 
differently  in  the  pronunciation. 

This  method  has,  by  the  fancy  of  printers,  of  late 
years  been  laid  aside,  from  an  idea,  that  suppressing 
the  capitals  shows  the  character  to  greater  advantage; 
those  letters  prominent  above  the  line  disturbing  its 
even  regular  appearance.  The  effect  of  this  change 
is  so  considerable,  that  a  learned  man  of  France,  who 
used  to  read  our  books,  though  not  perfectly  acquainted 
with  our  language,  in  conversation  with  me  on  the 
subject  of  our  authors,  attributed  the  greater  obscurity 
he  found  in  our  modern  books,  compared  with  those 
of  the  period  above  mentioned,  to  change  of  style  for 
the  worse  in  our  writers ;  of  which  mistake  I  convinced 
him,  by  marking  for  him  each  substantive  with  a  capital 
in  a  paragraph,  which  he  then  easily  understood,  though 
before  he  could  not  comprehend  it.  This  shows  the 
inconvenience  of  that  pretended  improvement. 

From  the  same  fondness  for  an  even  and  uniform 
appearance  of  characters  in  the  line,  the  printers  have 
of  late  banished  also  the  Italic  types,  in  which  words 
of  importance  to  be  attended  to  in  the  sense  of  the 
sentence,  and  words  on  which  an  emphasis  should 
be  put  in  reading,  used  to  be  printed.  And  lately 
another   fancy   has   induced   some  printers  to  use  the 
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short  round  s,  instead  of  the  long  one,  which  formerly 
served  well  to  distinguish  a  word  readily  by  its  varied 
appearance.  Certainly  the  omitting  this  prominent  let- 
ter makes  the  line  appear  more  even ;  but  renders 
it  less  immediately  legible ;  as  the  paring  all  men's 
noses  might  smooth  and  level  their  faces,  but  would 
render  their  physiognomies  less  distinguishable. 

Add  to  all  these  improvements  backwards,  another 
modern  fancy,  that  grey  printing  is  more  beautiful  than 
black ;  hence  the  English  new  books  are  printed  in 
so  dim  a  character,  as  to  be  read  with  difficulty  by 
old  eyes,  unless  in  a  very  strong  light  and  with  good 
glasses.  Whoever  compares  a  volume  of  the  Gentle- 
man's Magazine,  printed  between  the  years  1731  and 
1740,  with  one  of  those  printed  in  the  last  ten  years, 
will  be  convinced  of  the  much  greater  degree  of  per- 
spicuity given  by  black  ink  than  by  grey.  Lord  Ches- 
terfield pleasantly  remarked  this  difference  to  Faulkener, 
the  printer  of  the  Dublin  Journal,  who  was  vainly 
making  encomiums  on  his  own  paper,  as  the  most  com- 
plete of  any  in  the  world ;  "But,  Mr.  Faulkener,"  said 
my  Lord,  "don't  you  think  it  might  be  still  farther 
improved  by  using  paper  and  ink  not  quite  so  near 
of  a  color?"  For  all  these  reasons  I  cannot  but  wish, 
that  our  American  printers  would  in  their  editions  avoid 
these  fancied  improvements,  and  thereby  render  their 
works  more  agreeable  to  foreigners  in  Europe,  to  the 
great  advantage  of  our  bookselling  commerce. 

Further,  to  be  more  sensible  of  the  advantage  of 
clear  and  distinct  printing,  let  us  consider  the  assistance 
it  affords  in  reading  well  aloud  to  an  auditory.  In  so 
doing  the  eye  generally  slides  forward  three  or  four 
words  before  the  voice.  If  the  sight  clearly  distin- 
guishes what  the  coming  words  are,  it  gives  time  to 
order  the   modulation   of  the   voice    to   express   them 

vol.  x.  53 
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properly.  But,  if  they  are  obscurely  printed,  or  dis- 
guised by  omitting  the  capitals  and  long  s's  or  other- 
wise, the  reader  is  apt  to  modulate  wrong ;  and,  finding 
he  has  done  so,  he  is  obliged  to  go  back  and  begin 
the  sentence  again,  which  lessens  the  pleasure  of  the 
hearers. 

This  leads  me  to  mention  an  old  error  in  our  mode 
of  printing.  We  are  sensible,  that,  when  a  question  is 
met  with  in  reading,  there  is  a  proper  variation  to  be 
used  in  the  management  of  the  voice.  We  have  there- 
fore  a  point  called  an  interrogation,  affixed  to  the 
question  in  order  to  distinguish  it.  But  this  is  ab- 
surdly placed  at  its  end ;  so  that  the  reader  does  not 
discover  it,  till  he  finds  he  has  wrongly  modulated  his 
voice,  and  is  therefore  obliged  to  begin  again  the  sen- 
tence. To  prevent  this,  the  Spanish  printers,  more 
sensibly,  place  an  interrogation  at  the  beginning  as  well 
as  at  the  end  of  a  question.  We  have  another  error 
of  the  same  kind  in  printing  plays,  wThere  something 
often  occurs  that  is  marked  as  spoken  aside.  But  the 
word  aside  is  placed  at  the  end  of  the  speech,  when 
it  ought  to  precede  it,  as  a  direction  to  the  reader, 
that  he  may  govern  his  voice  accordingly.  The  prac- 
tice of  our  ladies  in  meeting  five  or  six  together  to  form 
a  little  busy  party,  wThere  each  is  employed  in  some 
useful  work  while  one  reads  to  them,  is  so  commenda- 
ble in  itself,  that  it  deserves  the  attention  of  authors 
and  printers  to  make  it  as  pleasing  as  possible,  both 
to  the  reader  and  hearers. 

After  these  general  observations,  permit  me  to  make 
one  that  I  imagine  may  regard  your  interest.  It  is  that 
your  Spelling  Book  is  miserably  printed  here,  so  as  in 
many  places  to  be  scarcely  legible,  and  on  wretched 
paper.  If  this  is  not  attended  to,  and  the  new  one 
lately  advertised  as  coming  out  should  be  preferable  in 
these  respects,  it  may  hurt  the  future  sale  of  yours. 


At.  83.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  419 

I  congratulate  you  on  your  marriage,  of  which  the 
newspapers  inform  me.  My  best  wishes  attend  you, 
being  with  sincere  esteem,  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM    JOHN   PAUL   JONES    TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

On  his  leaving  the  Employment  of  the  Empress 

of  Russia. 

Amsterdam,  27  December,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  enclosed  documents,  from  my  friend  the  Count 
de  Segur,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  at  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, will  explain  to  you  in  some  degree  my  reasons 
for  leaving  Russia,  and  the  danger  to  which  I  was 
exposed  by  the  dark  intrigues  and  mean  subterfuges 
of  Asiatic  jealousy  and  malice.  Your  former  friendship 
for  me,  which  I  remember  with  particular  satisfaction, 
and  have  ever  been  ambitious  to  merit,  will,  I  am  sure, 
be  exerted  in  the  kind  use  you  will  make  of  the  three 
pieces  I  now  send  you,  for  my  justification  in  the 
eyes  of  my  friends  in  America,  whose  good  opinion  is 
dearer  to  me  than  any  thing  else.  I  wrote  to  the  Em- 
press from  Warsaw  in  the  beginning  of  October,  with 
a  copy  of  my  Journal,  which  will  show  her  Majesty  how 
much  she  has  been  deceived  by  the  account  she  had 
of  our  maritime  operations  last  campaign.  I  can  easily 
prove  to  the  world,  that  I  have  been  treated  unjustly ; 
but  I  intend  to  remain  silent,  at  least  till  I  know  the 
fate  of  my  Journal. 

I  shall  remain  in  Europe  till  after  the  opening  of 
the  next  campaign,  and  perhaps  longer  before  I  return 
to  America.  From  the  troubles  in  Brabant,  and  the 
measures  now  pursuing  by  the  King  of  Prussia,  I  pre- 
sume that  peace  is  yet  a  distant  object,  and  that  the 
Baltic  will  witness  warmer  work  than  it  has  yet  done. 
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On  the  death  of  Admiral  Greig,  I  was  last  year  called 
from  the  Black  Sea,  by  the  Empress,  to  command  a 
squadron  in  the  Baltic.  This  set  the  invention  of  all 
my  enemies  and  rivals  at  work,  and  the  event  has 
proved,  that  the  Empress  cannot  always  do  as  she 
pleases.     I  am,  with  sincere  affection,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

J.  Paul  Jones. 

P.  S.     It  is  this  day  ten  years  since  I  left  the  Texel 
in  the  Jllliance. 


TO 


Construction  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  France 
and  the  United  States. 

Philadelphia,  19  January,  1790. 

Sir, 

I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writ- 
ing to  me  respecting  the  construction  of  the  eleventh 
article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  between  France  and 
the  United  States.  I  was  indeed  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  making  that  treaty,  but  the  Commissioners 
have  no  right  to  explain  the  treaty.  Its  explanation 
is  to  be  sought  for  in  its  own  words,  and,  in  case  it 
cannot  be  clearly  found  there,  then  by  an  application 
to  the  contracting  powers. 

I  certainly  conceived,  that  when  the  droit  d'aubaine 
was  relinquished  in  favor  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  the  relinquishing  clause  was  meant  to  extend 
to  all  the  dominions  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty ;  and 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  this  would  not  be  denied,  if  an 
explanation  were  requested  of  the  court  of  France ;  and 
it  ought  to  be  done,  if  any  difficulties  arise  on  this 
subject  in  the  French  Islands,  which  their  courts  do 
not  determine  in  our  favor.  But,  before  Congress  is 
petitioned  to  make  such  request,  I  imagine  it  would 


Mt.  84.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  421 

be  proper  to  have  the  case  tried  in  some  of  the  West 
India  islands,  and  the  petition  made  in  consequence  of  a 
determination  against  us.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM    EZRA    STILES,  PRESIDENT    OF    YALE    COLLEGE, 

TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Requesting  a  Portrait  of  Dr.  Franklin  for  Yale  College. 
—  Inquiry  respecting  his  religious  Sentiments. 

Yale  College,  28  January,  1790. 

Sir, 
We  have  lately  received  Governor  Yale's  portrait 
from  his  family  in  London,  and  deposited  it  in  the 
College  Library,  where  is  also  deposited  one  of  Gov- 
ernor Saltonstall's.  I  have  also  long  wished  that  we 
might  be  honored  with  that  of  Dr.  Franklin.  In  the 
course  of  your  long  life,  you  may  probably  have  be- 
come possessed  of  several  portraits  of  yourself.  Shall 
I  take  too  great  a  liberty  in  humbly  asking  a  donation 
of  one  of  them  to  Yale  College  ?  You  obliged  me  with 
a  mezzotinto  picture  of  yourself  many  years  ago,  which 
I  often  view  with  pleasure.  But  the  canvass  is  more 
permanent.  We  wish  to  be  possessed  of  the  durable 
resemblance  of  the  American  Patriot  and  Philosopher. 
You  have  merited  and  received  all  the  honors  of  the 
republic  of  letters;  and  are  going  to  a  w^orld,  where 
all  sublunary  glories  will  be  lost  in  the  glories  of  im- 
mortality. Should  you  shine  throughout  the  intellectual 
and  stellary  universe,  with  the  eminence  and  distin- 
guished lustre,  with  which  you  have  appeared  in  this 
little  detached  part  of  the  creation,  you  would  be,  what 
I  most  fervently  wish  to  you,  Sir,  whatever  may  be 
my  fate  in  eternity.     The  grand   climacteric,  in  which 

VOL.  X.  J  J 
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I   now   am,  reminds   me   of  the  interesting  scenes  of 
futurity. 

You  know,  Sir,  that  I  am  a  Christian,  and  would  to 
Heaven  all  others  were  such  as  I  am,  except  my  im- 
perfections and  deficiencies  of  moral  character.  As 
much  as  I  know  of  Dr.  Franklin,  I  have  not  an  idea 
of  his  religious  sentiments.  I  wish  to  know  the  opinion 
of  my  venerable  friend  concerning  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 
He  will  not  impute  this  to  impertinence  or  improper 
curiosity,  in  one,  who  for  so  many  years  has  continued 
to  love,  estimate,  and  reverence  his  abilities  and  literary 
character,  with  an  ardor  and  affection  bordering  on 
adoration.  If  I  have  said  too  much,  let  the  request  be 
blotted  out,  and  be  no  more;  and  yet  I  shall  never 
cease  to  wish  you  that  happy  immortality,  which  I 
believe  Jesus  alone  has  purchased  for  the  virtuous  and 
truly  good  of  every  religious  denomination  in  Chris- 
tendom, and  for  those  of  every  age,  nation,  and  mythol- 
ogy, who  reverence  the  Deity,  are  filled  with  integrity, 
righteousness,  and  benevolence.  Wishing  you  every 
blessing,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Ezra  Stiles. 


TO    EZRA    STILES. 

Consents  to   have  his  Portrait  taken.  —  Explains  his 
Sentiments  on  Religious  Subjects. 

Philadelphia,  9  March,  1790. 

Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 
I  received  your  kind  letter  of  January  28th,  and  am 
glad  you  have  at  length  received  the  portrait  of  Gover- 
nor Yale  from  his  family,  and  deposited  it  in  the  Col- 
lege Library.  He  was  a  great  and  good  man,  and  had 
the  merit  of  doing  infinite  service  to  your  country  by 
his   munificence   to   that   institution.     The   honor  you 
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propose  doing  me  by  placing  mine  in  the  same  room 
with  his,  is  much  too  great  for  my  deserts ;  but  you 
always  had  a  partiality  for  me,  and  to  that  it  must  be 
ascribed.  I  am  however  too  much  obliged  to  Yale 
College,  the  first  learned  society  that  took  notice  of  me 
and  adorned  me  with  its  honors,  to  refuse  a  request 
that  comes  from  it  through  so  esteemed  a  friend.  But 
I  do  not  think  any  one  of  the  portraits  you  mention, 
as  in  my  possession,  worthy  of  the  situation  and  com- 
pany you  propose  to  place  it  in.  You  have  an  ex- 
cellent artist  lately  arrived.  If  he  will  undertake  to 
make  one  for  you,  I  shall  cheerfully  pay  the  expense ; 
but  he  must  not  delay  setting  about  it,  or  I  may  slip 
through  his  fingers,  for  I  am  now  in  my  eighty-fifth 
year,  and  very  infirm. 

I  send  with  this  a  very  learned  work,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  on  the  ancient  Samaritan  Coins,  lately  printed  in 
Spain,  and  at  least  curious  for  the  beauty  of  the  im- 
pression. Please  to  accept  it  for  your  College  Li- 
brary. I  have  subscribed  for  the  Encyclopaedia  now 
printing  here,  with  the  intention  of  presenting  it  to  the 
College.  I  shall  probably  depart  before  the  work  is 
finished,  but  shall  leave  directions  for  its  continuance 
to  the  end.  With  this  you  will  receive  some  of  the 
first  numbers. 

You  desire  to  know  something  of  my  religion.  It  is 
the  first  time  I  have  been  questioned  upon  it.  But  I 
cannot  take  your  curiosity  amiss,  and  shall  endeavour 
in  a  few  words  to  gratify  it.  Here  is  my  creed.  I  be- 
lieve in  one  God,  the  creator  of  the  universe.  That 
he  governs  it  by  his  Providence.  That  he  ought  to 
be  worshipped.  That  the  most  acceptable  service  we 
render  to  him  is  doing  good  to  his  other  children. 
That  the  soul  of  man  is  immortal,  and  will  be  treated 
with  justice  in  another  life  respecting  its  conduct  in  this. 
These  I  take  to  be  the  fundamental  points  in  all  sound 
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religion,  and  I  regard  them  as  you  do  in  whatever 
sect  I  meet  with  them. 

As  to  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  my  opinion  of  whom  you 
particularly  desire,  I  think  his  system  of  morals  and 
his  religion  as  he  left  them  to  us,  the  best  the  world 
ever  saw  or  is  like  to  see ;  but  I  apprehend  it  has 
received  various  corrupting  changes,  and  I  have,  with 
most  of  the  present  Dissenters  in  England,  some  doubts 
as  to  his  Divinity;  though  it  is  a  question  I  do  not 
dogmatize  upon,  having  never  studied  it,  and  think  it 
needless  to  busy  myself  with  it  now,  when  I  expect 
soon  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  truth  with  less 
trouble.  I  see  no  harm,  however,  in  its  being  believed, 
if  that  belief  has  the  good  consequence,  as  probably 
it  has,  of  making  his  doctrines  more  respected  and  more 
observed ;  especially  as  I  do  not  perceive,  that  the  Su- 
preme takes  it  amiss,  by  distinguishing  the  unbelievers 
in  his  government  of  the  world  with  any  peculiar  marks 
of  his  displeasure. 

I  shall  only  add,  respecting  myself,  that,  having  ex- 
perienced the  goodness  of  that  Being  in  conducting 
me  prosperously  through  a  long  life,  I  have  no  doubt 
of  its  continuance  in  the  next,  though  without  the 
smallest  conceit  of  meriting  such  goodness.  My  sen- 
timents on  this  head  you  will  see  in  the  copy  of  an 
old  letter  enclosed,*  which  T  wrote  in  answer  to  one 
from  an  old  religionist,  whom  I  had  relieved  in  a  par- 
alytic case  by  electricity,  and  who,  being  afraid  I  should 
grow  proud  upon  it,  sent  me  his  serious  though  rather 
impertinent  caution.  I  send  you  also  the  copy  of  an- 
other letter,t  which  will  show  something  of  my  dispo- 

#  Probably  the  letter  said  to  have  been  written  to  Whitefield.  See 
Vol.  VII.  p.  74. 

fit  is  uncertain  what  letter  is  here  alluded  to,  but  probably  the  one 
supposed  to  have  been  written  to  Thomas  Paine.  See  above,  p.  281. 
See  also  Vol.  VII.  pp.  6,  8,  113,  261,  267. 
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sition    relating    to   religion.      With   great   and   sincere 
esteem  and  affection,  I  am,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  Had  not  your  College  some  present  of  books 
from  the  King  of  France?  Please  to  let  me  know,  if 
you  had  an  expectation  given  you  of  more,  and  the 
nature  of  that  expectation  ?  I  have  a  reason  for  the 
inquiry. 

I  confide,  that  you  will  not  expose  me  to  criticisms 
and  censures  by  publishing  any  part  of  this  communi- 
cation to  you.  I  have  ever  let  others  enjoy  their  re- 
ligious sentiments,  without  reflecting  on  them  for  those 
that  appeared  to  me  unsupportable  or  even  absurd. 
All  sects  here,  and  we  have  a  great  variety,  have  ex- 
perienced my  good  will  in  assisting  them  with  sub- 
scriptions for  the  building  their  new  places  of  worship ; 
and,  as  I  have  never  opposed  any  of  their  doctrines,  I 
hope  to  go  out  of  the  world  in  peace  with  them  all. 


TO    MRS.    JANE    MECOM. 

Philadelphia,  24  March,  1790. 

My  dear  Sister, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  by  your  good  neighbour, 
Captain  Rich.  The  information  it  contained,  that  you 
continue  well,  gave  me,  as  usual,  great  pleasure.  As 
to  myself,  I  have  been  quite  free  from  pain  for  near 
three  weeks  past ;  and  therefore  not  being  obliged  to 
take  any  laudanum,  my  appetite  has  returned,  and  I 
have  recovered  some  part  of  my  strength.  Thus  I 
continue  to  live  on,  while  all  the  friends  of  my  youth 
have  left  me,  and  gone  to  join  the  majority.  I  have, 
however,  the  pleasure  of  continued  friendship  and  con- 

vol.  x.  54  jj* 
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versation  with  their  children  and  grandchildren.  I  do 
not  repine  at  my  malady,  though  a  severe  one,  when 
I  consider  how  well  I  am  provided  with  every  con- 
venience to  palliate  it,  and  to  make  me  comfortable 
under  it ;  and  how  many  more  horrible  evils  the  human 
body  is  subject  to ;  and  what  a  long  life  of  health  I 
have  been  blessed  with,  free  from  them  all. 

You  have  done  well  not  to  send  me  any  more 
fish  at  present.  These  continue  good,  and  give  me 
pleasure. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  of  our  sister  Scott's  daugh- 
ter ;  whether  she  is  still  living,  and  where  ?  This  fam- 
ily join  in  love  to  you  and  yours,  and  to  cousins  Wil- 
liams, with  your  affectionate  brother, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  It  is  early  in  the  morning,  and  I  write  in 
bed.  The  awkward  position  has  occasioned  the  crook- 
ed lines. 


SUPPLEMENT. 


The  letters  in  the  following  Supplement  were  obtained  too  late 
to  be  inserted  in  the  order  of  their  dates.  Those  addressed  to 
Charles  Thomson  have  been  obligingly  communicated  by  Mr. 
William  B.  Reed,  of  Philadelphia,  who  received  the  originals 
from  Mr.  John  Thomson,  of  Newark,  Delaware.  They  have 
never  before  been  printed.  The  letter  to  Jane  Mecom,  at  the 
end  of  the  Supplement,  has  recently  been  published  for  the  first 
time   in  the  New  York  "Evening  Signal" 
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TO    CHARLES    THOMSON. 

Proprietary  Government  in  Philadelphia.  —  Stamp  Act 

London,  11  July,  1765. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  am  extremely  obliged  by  your  kind  letters  of  April 
12th  and  14th,  and  thank  you  for  the  intelligence  they 
contain.  The  outrages  continually  committed  by  those 
misguided  people,  will  doubtless  tend  to  convince  all 
the  considerate  on  your  side  of  the  water,  of  the  weak- 
ness of  our  present  government,  and  the  necessity  of 
a  change.  I  am  sure  it  will  contribute  towards  hasten- 
ing that  change  here,  so  that,  upon  the  whole,  good 
will  be  brought  out  of  evil ;  and  yet  I  grieve  to  hear 
of  such  horrid  disorders.  The  letters  and  accounts 
boasted  of  from  the  Proprietor,  of  his  being  sure  of  his 
retaining  the  government,  as  well  as  those  of  the  sums 
offered  for  it,  which  the  people  will  be  obliged  to 
pay,  &c,  are  all  idle  tales,  fit  only  for  knaves  to  propa- 
gate, and  fools  to  believe.  A  little  time  will  dissipate 
all  the  smoke  they  can  raise  to  conceal  the  real  state 
of  things. 

The  unsettled  state  of  the  ministry,  ever  since  the 
Parliament  rose,  has  stopped  all  proceeding  in  public 
affairs,  and  ours  amongst  the  rest ;    but,  change  being 

I  now  made,  we  shall  immediately  proceed,  and  with  a 
greater  cheerfulness,  as  some  we  had  reason  to  doubt 
of  are  removed,  and  some  particular  friends  are  put  in 
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undoubtedly  right.  Had  they  ever  sent  their  laws 
home,*  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  that  iniquitous  one 
of  priority  of  payment  to  residents  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  repealed.  But  the  end  of  all  these  things 
is  nigh ;  at  least,  it  seems  to  be  so. 

The  spiking  of  the  guns  was  an  audacious  piece  of 
villany,  by  whomsoever  done.  It  shows  the  necessity 
of  a  regular  enclosed  place  of  defence,  with  a  constant 
guard  to  take  care  of  what  belongs  to  it,  which,  when 
the  country  can  afford  it,  will,  I  hope,  be  provided. 

Depend  upon  it,  my  good  neighbour,  I  took  every 
step  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  passing  of  the  Stamp 
Act.  Nobody  could  be  more  concerned  and  interested 
than  myself,  to  oppose  it  sincerely  and  heartily.  But 
the  tide  was  too  strong  against  us.  The  nation  was 
provoked  by  American  claims  of  independence,!  and 
all  parties  joined  in  resolving  by  this  act  to  settle  the 
point.  We  might  as  well  have  hindered  the  sun's 
setting.  That  we  could  not  do.  But  since  it  is  down, 
my  friend,  and  it  may  be  long  before  it  rises  again, 
let  us  make  as  good  a  night  of  it  as  we  can.  We  may 
still  light  candles.  Frugality  and  industry  will  go  a 
great  way  towards  indemnifying  us.  Idleness  and 
pride  tax  with  a  heavier  hand  than  kings  and  parlia- 
ments. If  we  can  get  rid  of  the  former,  we  may 
easily  get  rid  of  the  latter. 

My  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Thomson.  Adieu,  my  dear 
friend,  and  believe  me  ever  yours  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 

*  By  home  here  is  meant  England,  a  common  use  of  the  word  before 
the  Revolution. 

f  Claims  to  an  independence  of  Parliament,  in  regard  to  the  power  of 
taxing  the  colonists  without  their  consent. 
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TO    CHARLES    THOMSON. 

Expected  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act. 

London,  27  February,  3766. 

My  good  Friend  and  Neighbour, 
I  forgot  whether  I  before  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  your  kind  letter  of  September  24th.  I  gave  an  ex- 
tract from  it  to  a  friend,  with  an  extract  from  mine  to 
which  it  was  an  answer,  and  he  printed  both  in  the 
London  Chronicle,  with  an  introduction  of  his  own ; 
and  I  have  reprinted  every  thing  from  America,  that  I 
thought  might  help  our  common  cause. 

We  at  length,  after  a  long  and  hard  struggle,  have 
gained  so  much  ground,  that  there  is  now  little  doubt 
the  Stamp  Act  will  be  repealed,  and  reasonable  relief 
given  us  besides,  in  our  commercial  grievances,  and 
those  relating  to  our  currency.*  I  trust  the  behaviour 
of  the  Americans  on  the  occasion  will  be  so  prudent, 
decent,  and  grateful,  as  that  their  friends  here  will 
have  no  reason  to  be  ashamed,  and  that  our  enemies, 
who  predict  that  the  indulgence  of  Parliament  will 
only  make  us  more  insolent  and  ungovernable,  may 
find  themselves,  and  be  found,  false  prophets. 

My  respects  to  Mrs.  Thomson.  I  have  not  had 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  by  any  of  the  late 
opportunities,  but  am  so  bad  a  correspondent  myself, 
that  I  have  no  right  to  take  exceptions,  and  am,  never- 
theless, your  affectionate  friend  and  very  humble  ser- 
vant, B.  Franklin. 


*  It  was  but  a  few  days  before  writing  this  letter,  that  Dr.  Franklin  was 
examined  in  Parliament  concerning-  the  Stamp  Act.     See  Vol.  IV.  p.  161 
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TO    CHARLES    THOMSON. 

Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Jlct. 

London,  27  September,  1766. 

Dear  Friend  and  Neighbour, 

I  received  your  very  kind  letter  of  May  20th,  which 
came  here  while  I  was  absent  in  Germany.*  The 
favorable  sentiments  you  express  of  my  conduct,  with 
regard  to  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  give  me  real 
pleasure;  and  I  hope,  in  every  other  matter  of  public 
concern,  so  to  behave  myself  as  to  stand  fair  in  the 
opinion  of  the  wise  and  good,  and  what  the  rest  think 
and  say  of  me  will  then  give  me  less  concern. 

That  part  of  your  letter,  which  relates  to  the  situa- 
tion of  people's  minds  in  America  before  and  after  the 
repeal,  was  so  well  expressed,  and  in  my  opinion 
so  proper  to  be  generally  read  and  understood  here, 
that  I  had  it  printed  in  the  London  Chronicle,  I 
had  the  pleasure  to  find,  that  it  did  good  in  several 
instances  within  my  knowledge. 

There  are  claimers  enough  of  merit  in  obtaining  the 
repeal.  But,  if  I  live  to  see  you,  I  will  let  you  know 
what  an  escape  we  had  in  the  beginning  of  the  affair, 
and  how  much  we  were  obliged  to  what  the  profane 
would  call  luck,  and  the  pious,  Providence. 

You  will  give  an  old  man  leave  to  say,  "  My  love  to 
Mrs.  Thomson."  With  sincere  regard,  I  am  your  af- 
fectionate friend,  B.  Franklin. 

#  He  had  recently  made  a  tour  through  Holland  and  various  parts  of 
Germany,  in  company  with  his  friend  Sir  John  Pringle. 
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TO    M.    LE    ROY. 

Jlii thor ship   of  the    " Farmer's   Letters"  —  Commercial 
Resolutions  in  Jlmerica.  —  Political  Errors. 

London,  31  January,  1769. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  your  obliging  favor  of  November  15th.  I 
presented  your  compliments  to  Sir  John  Pringle,  who 
was  glad  with  me  to  hear  of  your  welfare,  and  de- 
sired me  to  offer  his  best  respects  whenever  I  wrote 
to  you.  The  Farmer's  Letters  were  written  by  one 
Mr.  Dickinson,  of  Philadelphia,  and  not  by  me,  as  you 
seem  to  suppose.  I  only  caused  them  to  be  reprint- 
ed here  with  that  little  Preface,  and  had  no  other 
hand  in  them,  except  that  I  see  some  of  my  senti- 
ments formerly  published  are  collected,  and  interwoven 
with  those  of  others  and  his  own,  by  the  author.  I 
am  glad  they  afforded  you  any  amusement.  It  is  true, 
as  you  have  heard,  that  troops  are  posted  in  Boston, 
on  the  pretence  of  preventing  riots  and  protecting  the 
custom-house  officers ;  but  it  is  also  true,  that  there 
was  no  intention  among  the  people  there,  to  oppose 
the  landing  of  those  troops,  or  to  resist  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law  by  arms.  The  riots  talked  of  were 
sudden,  unpremeditated  things,  that  happened  only 
among  a  few  of  the  lower  sort.  Their  plan  of  making 
war  on  this  country  is  of  a  different  kind.  It  is  to 
be  a  war  on  commerce  only,  and  consists  in  an  abso- 
lute determination  to  buy  and  use  no  more  of  the 
manufactures  of  Britain,  till  the  act  is  repealed.  This 
is  already  agreed  to  by  four  provinces,  and  will  be  by 
all  the  rest  in  the  ensuing  summer.  Eleven  ships  now 
here  from  Boston  and  New  York,  which  would  have 
carried,  one  with  another,  fifty  thousand  pounds  ster- 
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ling  each  in  goods,  are  going  away  in  their  ballast,  as 
the  Parliament  seems  determined  not  to  repeal.  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  however,  that  it  will  alter  its  mind 
before  the  end  of  the  session.  Otherwise  it  is  to  be 
feared  the  breach  will  grow  wider  by  successive  in- 
discretions on  both  sides. 

The  subject  you  propose  to  me,  the  consequences 
of  allowing  a  free  exportation  of  corn,  the  advantages 
or  disadvantages  of  the  Concurrence,  &c,  is  a  very 
extensive  one ;  and  I  have  been,  and  am  at  present, 
so  much  occupied  with  our  American  affairs,  as  that, 
if  I  were  ever  so  capable  of  handling  it,  I  have  not 
time  to  engage  in  it  at  present  to  any  purpose.  I 
think,  however,  with  you,  that  the  true  principles  of 
commerce  are  yet  but  little  understood,  and  that  most 
of  the  acts  of  Parliament,  arrets  and  edicts  of  princes 
and  states,  relating  to  commerce,  are  political  errors, 
solicited  and  obtained  by  particulars  for  private  inter- 
est, under  the  pretext  of  public  good. 

The  bearer  of  this,  Captain  Overy,  is  a  particular 
friend  of  mine,  who  now  only  passes  through  Paris 
for  Lyons  and  Nice,  but  in  his  return  may  stay  in 
your  city  some  time.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  excellent 
character  and  great  merit,  and  as  such  I  beg  leave 
to  recommend  him  to  your  civilities  and  advice,  which 
may  be  of  great  service  to  him,  as  he  is  quite  a 
stranger  in  Paris.  With  the  greatest  esteem  and 
respect,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  Your  English  is  extremely  good ;  but,  if  it 
is  more  easy  for  you  to  write  in  French,  do  not  give 
yourself  the  trouble  of  writing  in  English,  as  I  under- 
stand your  French  perfectly  wTell. 
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TO    CHARLES    THOMSON.* 


Petition  of  the  First  Congress  presented  to  the  King 
and  Parliament,  —  Manner  in  which  it  was  received. 
—  Lord  Camden.  —  Lord  Chatham's  Speech  and 
Plan  of  Conciliation. 

London,  5  February,  1775. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  duly  your  favors  of  November  1st,  by 
Captain  Falconer,  and  afterwards  that  of  October 
26th,  both  enclosing  the  letter  from  the  Congress,  and 
the  petition  to  the  King.  Immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  the  first,  I  wrote  to  every  one  of  the  other  gen- 
tlemen nominated,  and  desired  a  meeting  to  consult 
on  the  mode  of  presenting  the  petition  committed  to 
our  care.  Three  of  them,  viz.  Mr.  Burke,t  Mr.  Went- 
worth,  and  Mr.  Life,  declined  being  concerned  in  it, 
and,  without  consulting  each  other,  gave  the  same 
reason,  viz.  that  they  had  no  instructions  relating  to 
it.  It  rested  on  Mr.  Bollan,  Mr.  Lee,  and  myself. 
We  took  counsel  with  our  best  friends,  and  were  ad- 
vised to  present  it  through  Lord  Dartmouth,  that  being 
the  regular  official  method,  and  the  only  one  in  which 
we  might  on  occasion  call  for  an  answer.  % 

We  accordingly  waited  on  his  Lordship  with  it,  who 
would  not  immediately  undertake  to  deliver  it,  but 
requested  it  might  be  left  with  him  to  peruse,  which 
was  done.     He  found    nothing  in  it  improper  for  him 

*  This  letter  was  written  to  Mr.  Thomson  as  Secretary  of  Congress. 

f  Mr.  Burke  was  at  this  time  agent  for  New  York,  in  which  capacity 
he  had  acted  for  several  years. 

t  It  was  resolved  in  Congress,  October  25th,  1774,  "That  the  Address 
to  the  King  be  enclosed  in  a  letter  to  the  several,  colony  agents,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  by  them  presented  to  his  Majesty  ;  and  that  the 
agents  be  requested  to  call  in  the  aid  of  such  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
as  are  esteemed  firm  friends  to  American  liberty." 
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to  present,  and,  afterwards  sending  for  us,  he  informed 
us,  that  he  had  presented  the  petition  to  his  Majesty, 
who  had  been  pleased  to  receive  it  very  graciously, 
and  to  command  him  to  tell  us  it  contained  matters 
of  such  importance,  that,  as  soon  as  they  met,  he 
would  lay  it  before  his  two  Houses  of  Parliament. 

We  then  consulted  on  the  publication,  and  were 
advised  by  wise  and  able  men,  friends  of  America, 
whose  names  it  will  not  be  proper  to  mention,  by  no 
means  to  publish  it  till  it  should  be  before  Parliament, 
as  it  would  be  deemed  disrespectful  to  the  King. 
We  flattered  ourselves,  from  the  answer  given  by  Lord 
Dartmouth,  that  the  King  would  have  been  pleased  to 
recommend  it  to  the  consideration  of  Parliament  by 
some  message ;  but  we  were  mistaken.  It  came  down 
among  a  great  heap  of  letters  of  intelligence  from 
governors  and  officers  in  America,  newspapers,  pam- 
phlets, handbills,  &c,  from  that  country,  the  last  in  the 
list,  and  was  laid  upon  the  table  with  them,  undis- 
tinguished by  any  particular  recommendation  of  it  to 
the  notice  of  either  House ;  and  I  do  not  find,  that  it 
has  had  any  further  notice  taken  of  it  as  yet,  than  that 
it  has  been  read  as  well  as  the  other  papers. 

To  draw  it  into  the  attention  of  the  House,  we  pe- 
titioned to  be  heard  upon  it,  but  were  not  permitted ; 
and,  by  the  resolutions  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  which  I  enclose,  you  will  see  that  it  has  made 
little  impression ;  and,  from  the  constant  refusal,  neglect, 
or  discouragement  of  American  petitions,  these  many 
years  past,  our  country  will  at  least  be  convinced,  that 
petitions  are  odious  here,  and  that  petitioning  is  far 
from  being  a  probable  means  of  obtaining  redress.  A 
firm,  steady,  and  faithful  adherence  to  the  non- con- 
sumption agreement,  is  the  only  thing  to  be  depended 
on.     It  begins  already  to  work,  (as  you  will  see  in  the 
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votes  of  the  House),  by  producing  applications  from 
the  merchants  and  manufacturers,  and  it  must  finally 
lead   Parliament  into  reasonable  measures. 

At  present,  the  ministers  are  encouraged  to  proceed 
by  the  assurance  they  receive  from  America,  that  the 
people  are  not  unanimous ;  that  a  very  great  part  of 
them  disapprove  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress, 
and  would  break  through  them,  if  there  was  in  the 
country  an  army  sufficient  to  support  these  friends,  as 
they  are  called,  of  government.  They  rely,  too,  on 
being  able  to  divide  us  still  further  by  various  means ; 
for  they  seem  to  have  no  conception,  that  such  a  thing 
as  public  spirit  or  public  virtue  anywhere  exists.  I 
trust  they  will  find  themselves  totally  mistaken.  The 
Congress  is  in  high  esteem  here  among  all  the  friends 
of  liberty,  and  their  papers  much  admired ;  perhaps 
nothing  of  the  kind  has  been  more  thoroughly  pub- 
lished, or  more  universally  read.  Lord  Camden  spoke 
highly  of  the  Americans  in  general,  and  of  the  Con- 
gress particularly,  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Lord  Chat- 
ham said,  that,  taking  the  whole  together,  and  consi- 
dering the  members  of  the  Congress  as  the  unsolicited, 
unbeseeched  choice  of  a  great,  free,  and  enlightened 
people;  their  unanimity,  their  moderation,  and  their 
wisdom ;  he  thought  it  the  most  honorable  assembly  of 
men,  that  had  ever  been  known  ;  that  the  histories  of 
Greece  and  Rome  gave  us  nothing  equal  to  it.  Lord 
Shelburne  would  not  admit,  that  the  Parliament  of 
Britain  could  be  comparable  with  it,  a  Parliament 
obeying  the  dictates  of  a  ministry,  who,  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten,  were  governed  by  their  under  secretaries. 

You  will  see,  among  the  papers  herewith  sent,  the 
motion  made  by  Lord  Chatham,  as  preparatory  to  his 
plan,  viz.  that  the  troops  should  be  removed  from 
Boston.     I  send,  also,  a  copy  of  the  plan  itself,  which 

KK* 
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you  may  be  assured  is  genuine.  The  speeches  hith- 
erto published  as  his,  during  the  session,  are  spurious. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  the  Duke  of  Manchester 
appeared  for  us  also  in  the  debate,  and  spoke  ex- 
tremely well.  Lord  Chatham's  bill,  though  on  so  im- 
portant a  subject,  and  offered  by  so  great  a  character, 
and  supported  by  such  able  and  learned  speakers  as 
Camden,  &,c.  &c,  was  treated  with  as  much  contempt 
as  they  could  have  shown  to  a  ballad  offered  by  a 
drunken  porter.  It  was  rejected  on  a  slight  reading, 
without  being  suffered  even  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the 
perusal  of  the  members. 

The  House  of  Commons,  too,  have  shown  an  equal 
rashness  and  precipitation  in  matters  requiring  the 
most  weighty  deliberation,  refusing  to  hear,  and  en- 
tering hastily  into  violent  measures ;  and  yet  this  is 
the  government,  whose  supreme  authority,  we  are 
to  have  our  throats  cut,  if  we  do  not  acknowledge, 
and  whose  dictates  we  are  implicitly  to  obey,  while 
their  conduct  hardly  entitles  them  to  common  respect. 

The  agents  have  not  time  to  make  so  many  copies 
of  the  papers  sent  with  this,  and,  indeed,  of  our  let- 
ter to  the  Speakers  of  the  several  Assemblies,  as  wTould 
be  necessary,  to  send  one  for  each  ;  we  therefore  send 
only  two,  one  by  Falconer,  and  the  other  by  Law- 
rence to  New  York,  requesting,  that  you  will  get  them 
copied  at  Philadelphia,  and  forward  them  northward 
and  southward,  one  to  each  Speaker,  at  the  earliest 
conveyance.  It  is  thought  by  our  friends,  that  Lord 
Chatham's  plan,  if  it  had  been  enacted  here,  would 
have  prevented  present  mischief,  and  might  have  been 
the  foundation  of  a  lasting  good  agreement ;  for,  though 
in  some  points  it  might  not  perfectly  coincide  with  our 
ideas  and  wishes,  we  should  have  proposed  modifications 
or  variations  where  we  should  judge  them  necessary ; 
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in  fine,  the  two  countries  might  have  met  in  perfect 
union.  I  hope,  therefore,  it  will  be  treated  with  respect 
by  our  writers,  and  its  author  honored  for  the  attempt ; 
for,  though  he  has  put  some  particulars  into  it,  as  I 
think,  by  way  of  complying  a  little  with  the  general 
prejudices  here,  and  to  make  more  material  parts  go 
better  down,  yet  I  am  persuaded  he  would  not  other- 
wise be  tenacious  of  those  parts,  meaning  sincerely  to 
make  us  contented  and  happy,  as  far  as  consistent  with 
the  general  welfare. 

I  need  not  caution  you  to  let  no  part  of  this  letter 
be  copied  or  printed.  With  great  esteem,  I  am,  Sir, 
your  affectionate  friend  and  humble  servant.* 


TO    CHARLES    THOMSON. 

Concerning  the  Ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 

Passy,  31  March,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  write  this  line  by  the  English  packet,  just  to  in- 
form you,  that  Colonel  Harmar  arrived  here  last  Mon- 
day evening  with  the  ratification,  and  that  Mr.  Jay 
and  myself  (Messrs.  Adams  and  Laurens  being  absent) 
have  written  to  Mr.  Hartley  at  London,  that  we  are 
ready  to  exchange  with  him.  I  have  not  heard  that 
the  delay  is  likely  to  occasion  any  difficulty.  I  had 
before  communicated  to  him  your  letter  of  the  5th  of 
January,  which  gave  the  reason  of  it.  With  great 
esteem,  I  am  B.  Franklin. 

*  The  writer's  signature  is  not  affixed  to  the  original  letter. 
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TO    CHARLES    THOMSON. 

Ti'eattj  of  Peace.  —  British  Ministry.  —  Public  Funds. 
—  French  Alliance.  —  Treaties  with  Foreign  Powers. 

Passy,  16  April,  1784. 

Dear  Frieiyd, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  by  Colonel  Harmar,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Franks,  with  the  despatches,  in 
good  order;  triplicates  of  which  are  since  come  to 
hand.  You  will  see  by  our  letter  to  the  President, 
that  we  daily  expect  Mr.  Hartley  from  London,  with 
the  British  ratification  to  exchange  with  us.  There 
was  no  difficulty  occasioned  by  the  lapse  of  the  term. 

I  send  you,  herewith,  four  packets  of  newspapers, 
by  which  you  will  be  informed  of  the  confusions  that 
have  reigned  all  winter  in  England,  and  the  proba- 
bility of  their  being  finished  by  the  choice  of  a  new 
Parliament,  in  which  the  present  ministry  will  have  a 
great  majority.  The  newspapers  are  directed  for  the 
President.  You  are  good  in  excusing  the  trouble  I 
have  given  you  with  so  many  little  affairs  and  in- 
quiries, and  enabling  me  to  give  some  answer  to  the 
persons  who  make  them.  I  am  pestered  continually 
with  such  matters. 

I  am  happy  in  learning  from  you,  that  a  disposition 
begins  to  prevail  in  the  States,  to  comply  with  the 
requisitions  of  Congress,  and  to  grant  funds  for  the 
regular  payment  of  the  interest,  and  discharge  of  the 
principal,  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the  war.  Punc- 
tuality and  exact  justice  will  contribute  more  to  our 
reputation,  and,  of  course,  to  our  strength,  than  people 
generally  imagine.  Without  those  virtues,  we  shall 
find  it  difficult,  in  case  of  another  war,  to  obtain 
either  friends  or  money;  and  a  reliance  on  that  may 
encourage  and  hasten  another  attack  upon  us.     Grati- 
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tude  to  our  former  benefactors  is  another  point  we 
should  seize  every  opportunity  of  demonstrating.  I 
place,  with  you,  much  confidence  in  the  good  sense 
of  our  countrymen ;  and  thence  I  hope,  that  the  en- 
deavours of  some  persons  on  both  sides  of  the  water, 
to  sow  jealousies  and  suspicions,  and  create  misunder- 
standings between  France  and  us,  will  be  ineffectual. 
A  commission  from  Congress  for  a  commercial  treaty 
with  Britain  has  long  been  expected.  If  the  intention 
of  sending  such  a  commissioner  is  not  changed,  I  wish 
it  may  arrive  before  Mr.  Laurens  leaves  us,  who  has 
a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  subject  than  any 
of  us,  and  might  be  greatly  useful.  A  minister  from 
Denmark  has  been  waiting  in  Paris  all  winter  for  the 
result  of  Congress  on  the  proposed  treaty,  a  plan  of 
which  was  long  since  sent,  as  also  one  for  a  treaty 
with  Portugal.  I  hope,  by  the  return  of  the  Wash- 
ington packet,  we  may  receive  some  directions  re- 
specting them.  I  am,  with  sincere  and  great  esteem, 
my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    CHARLES    THOMSON. 

Projects    and  Plans   by   Persons   in  Europe  for   the 
Consideration  of  Congress.  —  King  of  Sweden. 

Passy,  14  June,  1784. 

Dear  Sir 

I  received  yours  of  April  19th,  with  the  information 
you  obtained  from  our  old  neighbour,  Reuben  Haines, 
respecting  Marggrander,  for  which  I  thank  you.  I 
am  much  pestered  with  applications  to  make  such 
inquiries,  and  often  obliged  to  promise  that  I  will 
transmit  them  ;  but  I  would  not  wish  you  to  take  more 
trouble,  than  to  ask  questions  of  the  members  of  Con- 

vol.  x.  56 
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gress,  or  others  that  fall  in  your  way,  and  communicate 
to  me  their  answers,  if  of  any  importance.  I  have 
also  multitudes  of  projects  sent  to  me,  with  requests 
that  I  would  lay  them  before  Congress.  They  are 
plans  and  schemes  of  governments,  legislation,  educa- 
tion, defence,  manufactures,  commerce,  &,c,  formed 
by  people  who  have  great  good  will  to  us,  but  are 
totally  ignorant  of  our  affairs  and  circumstances ; 
whence  their  projects  are,  for  the  most  part,  wild  and 
impracticable,  or  unfit  to  be  presented  to  Congress,  as 
not  pertaining  to  their  jurisdiction.  I  have  therefore 
not  forwarded  them ;  but  now  and  then  send  some  of 
them  for  your  amusement,  if  you  should  have  any 
leisure,  that  you  may  see  how  people  make  shoes  for 
feet  they  have  never  measured. 

As  your  letter  mentions  nothing  of  public  affairs,  I 
imagined  I  might  have  had,  by  the  same  conveyance, 
some  despatches  from  Congress,  perhaps  in  the  care 
of  some  passenger;  but  a  fortnight  has  passed  since 
the  arrival  of  the  packet-boat,  and  no  letters  appear ; 
so  that  I  have  nothing  from  Congress  later  than  the 
14th  of  January,  and  continue  in  great  uncertainty  as 
to  my  return. 

Mr.  Norris  came  here,  after  residing  some  time  at 
Liege.  He  stayed  but  a  week  or  two  at  Paris,  and 
then  removed  to  a  country  town  not  far  distant,  where 
nothing  but  French  is  spoken,  in  order  to  improve 
himself  in  that  language.  He  seems  a  sensible,  dis- 
creet young  man,  and  I  shall  with  pleasure  render  him 
any  service  that  may  be  in  my  power. 

The  King  of  Sweden  is  now  at  this  court,  enjoying 
the  various  splendid  entertainments  provided  for  him. 
The  Danish  minister  is  astonished,  that  the  Congress 
are  so  long  without  taking  any  notice  of  the  proposed 
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treaty.     With  great  esteem,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend, 
yours  most  affectionately,  B.  Franklin. 


TO    CHARLES    THOMSON.* 


Respecting  a  Million  of  Limes  in  the  Account  of  the 
American  Banker  in  France. 

Philadelphia,  18  June,  1786. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  in  its  time  your  favor  of  the  15th  past, 
with  an  extract  from  the  contract  made  at  Versailles, 
February  21st,  1783.  This  extract  being  a  translation, 
I  have  spent  some  time  in  searching  for  a  copy.  I 
supposed  I  might  have  the  original,  but  have  not  yet 
met  with  it,  and  will  now  no  longer  delay  my  answer, 
which  is,  that,  if  the  translation  be  just,  and  the  original 
really  mentions  three  millions,  as  given  before  the  treaty 
of  1778,  it  has  either  been  a  mistake  of  one  million, 
or  the  million  received  from  the  Farmers- General  is 
included,  as  a  don  gratuit  of  the  King ;  in  which 
latter  case,  as  you  observe,  they  owe  us  for  the  tobacco 
received,  in  part.  For  I  think  it  a  certainty,  that  no 
money  was  received  from  the  crown,  which  did  not 
go  directly  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Grand ;  and,  though 
he  accounts  for  three  millions  received  before  1778,  one 
of  them  is  the  million  received  of  the  Farmers- General. 

An  explanation  and  adjustment  of  this  matter  may, 
I  make  no  doubt,  be  easily  obtained  by  writing  to 
Mr.  Grand  and  Mr.  Jefferson.  There  can  be  no  error 
of  that  magnitude  in  Mr.  Grand's  accounts,  for  they 
were  rendered  to  the  Commissioners  from  time  to 
time,  and  settled  while  all  the  transactions  were  fresh 


*  A  further  explanation  of  the  subject  of  this  letter  may  be  seen  in 
this  volume,  pp.  265,  269  -  272,  285. 
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in  memory.  And  I  am  persuaded,  the  minister  will 
very  readily  either  correct  the  error  in  the  contract,  or 
direct  our  demanding  of  the  Farmers  the  value  of  the 
tobacco,  as  the  case  may  be.  With  great  and  sincere 
esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  MRS.  JANE    MECOM. 

Attendance    in   the    Convention.  —  Disapprobation    of 
War.  —  Precautions  for  'protecting  Houses  from  Fire. 

Philadelphia,  20  September,  1787. 

Dear  Sister, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  16th  past,  which 
gave  me  the  great  pleasure  of  learning  that  you  were 
well.  I  thought  I  had  before  acknowledged  the  re- 
ceipt of  yours  per  Colonel  Sergeant. 

The  Convention  finished  the  17th  instant.  I  at- 
tended the  business  of  it  five  hours  in  every  day 
from  the  beginning,  which  is  something  more  than 
four  months.  You  may  judge  from  thence,  that  my 
health  continues ;  some  tell  me  I  look  better,  and  they 
suppose  the  daily  exercise  of  going  and  returning  from 
the  Statehouse  has  done  me  good.  You  will  see  the 
Constitution  we  have  proposed  in  the  papers.  The 
forming  of  it  so  as  to  accommodate  all  the  different 
interests  and  views  was  a  difficult  task ;  and  perhaps, 
after  all,  it  may  not  be  received  with  the  same  unan- 
imity in  the  different  States,  that  the  Convention  have 
given  the  example  of  in  delivering  it  out  for  their 
consideration.  We  have,  however,  done  our  best,  and 
it  must  take  its  chance. 

I  agree  with  you  perfectly  in  your  disapprobation 
of  war.  Abstracted  from  the  inhumanity  of  it,  I  think 
it  wrong  in  point  of  human  prudence ;  for,  whatever 
advantage  one  nation  would  obtain  from  another,  wheth- 
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er  it  be  part  of  their  territory,  the  liberty  of  com- 
merce with  them,  free  passage  on  their  rivers,  &c. 
&c,  it  would  be  much  cheaper  to  purchase  such  ad- 
vantage with  ready  money  than  to  pay  the  expense 
of  acquiring  it  by  war.  An  army  is  a  devouring  mon- 
ster, and,  when  you  have  raised  it,  you  have,  in  order 
to  subsist  it,  not  only  the  fair  charges  of  pay,  cloth- 
ing, provisions,  arms,  and  ammunition,  with  number- 
less other  contingent  and  just  charges  to  answer  and 
satisfy,  but  you  have  all  the  additional  knavish  char- 
ges of  the  numerous  tribe  of  contractors  to  defray, 
with  those  of  every  other  dealer  who  furnishes  the 
articles  wanted  for  your  army,  and  takes  advantage 
of  that  want  to  demand  exorbitant  prices.  It  seems 
to  me,  that,  if  statesmen  had  a  little  more  arithmetic, 
or  were  more  accustomed  to  calculation,  wars  would 
be  much  less  frequent.  I  am  confident,  that  Canada 
might  have  been  purchased  from  France  for  a  tenth 
part  of  the  money  England  spent  in  the  conquest  of 
it.  And  if,  instead  of  fighting  with  us  for  the  power 
of  taxing  us,  she  had  kept  us  in  good  humor  by  al- 
lowing us  to  dispose  of  our  own  money,  and  now  and 
then  giving  us  a  little  of  hers,  by  way  of  donation  to 
colleges,  or  hospitals,  or  for  cutting  canals,  or  fortify- 
ing ports,  she  might  have  easily  drawn  from  us  much 
more  by  our  occasional  voluntary  grants  and  contribu- 
tions, than  ever  she  could  by  taxes.  Sensible  peo- 
ple will  give  a  bucket  or  two  of  water  to  a  dry 
pump,  that  they  may  afterwards  get  from  it  all  they 
have  occasion  for.  Her  ministry  were  deficient  in  that 
little  point  of  common  sense.  And  so  they  spent  one 
hundred  millions  of  her  money,  and  after  all  lost  wha 
they  contended  for. 

I  lament  the  loss  your  town  has  suffered  this   year 
by  fire.     I  sometimes  think  men  do  not  act  like  rea- 
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sonable  creatures,  when  they  build  for  themselves 
combustible  dwellings,  in  which  they  are  every  day 
obliged  to  use  fire.  In  my  new  buildings,  I  have  ta- 
ken a  few  precautions,  not  generally  used ;  to  wit, 
none  of  the  wooden  work  of  one  room  communicates 
with  the  wooden  work  of  any  other  room ;  and  all 
the  floors,  and  even  the  steps  of  the  stairs,  are  plas- 
tered close  to  the  boards,  besides  the  plastering  on 
the  laths  under  the  joists.  There  are  also  trap-doors 
to  go  out  upon  the  roofs,  that  one  may  go  out  and 
wet  the  shingles  in  case  of  a  neighbouring  fire.  But, 
indeed,  I  think  the  staircases  should  be  stone,  and 
the  floors  tiled  as  in  Paris,  and  the  roofs  either  tiled 
or  slated. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  your  friend  and  neighbour 
Mr.  Lathrop,  for  his  kind  present,  and  purpose  writing 
to  him.     It  is  a  discourse  well  written. 

I  sent  you  lately  a  barrel  of  flour,  and  I  blame 
myself  for  not  sooner  desiring  you  to  lay  in  your  win- 
ter's wood,  and  drawing  upon  me  for  it  as  last  year. 
But  I  have  been  so  busy.  To  avoid  such  neglect  in 
future,  I  now  make  the  direction  general,  that  you 
draw  on  me  every  year  for  the  same  purpose. 

Adieu,  my  dear  sister,  and  believe  me  ever  your 
affectionate  brother,  B.  Franklin. 


TO    M.    DUBOURG.* 

On  the  Mature  of  Sea  Coal. 

1  am  persuaded,  as  well  as  you,  that  the   sea 

coal  has  a  vegetable  origin,  and  that  it  has  been  formed 

*  This  extract  is  translated  from  the  French,  as  printed  in  M.  Du- 
bourg's  edition  of  the  author's  writings.  Its  date  is  uncertain,  but  it  was 
probably  written  about  the  year  J  770,  and  should  have  been  inserted 
among  the   philosophical  papers  of  that  period. 
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near  the  surface  of  the  earth ;  but,  as  preceding  con- 
vulsions of  nature  had  served  to  bring  it  very  deep 
in  many  places,  and  covered  it  with  many  different 
strata,  we  are  indebted  to  subsequent  convulsions  for 
having  brought  within  our  view  the  extremities  of  its 
veins,  so  as  to  lead  us  to  penetrate  the  earth  in  search 
of  it.  I  visited  last  summer  a  large  coal  mine  at 
Whitehaven,  in  Cumberland ;  and,  in  following  the  vein 
and  descending  by  degrees  towards  the  sea,  I  pene- 
trated below  the  ocean,  where  the  level  of  its  surface 
was  more  than  eight  hundred  fathoms  above  my  head, 
and  the  miners  assured  me,  that  their  works  extend- 
ed some  miles  beyond  the  place  where  I  then  wras, 
continually  and  gradually  descending  under  the  sea. 
The  slate,  which  forms  the  roof  of  this  coal  mine,  is 
impressed  in  many  places  with  the  figures  of  leaves 
and  branches  of  fern,  which  undoubtedly  grew  at  the 
surface  when  the  slate  was  in  the  state  of  sand  on 
the  banks  of  the  sea.     Thus  it  appears,  that  this  vein 

of  coal  has  suffered  a  prodigious  settlement. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO    THOMAS    JEFFERSON. 

Concerning  the  Eastern  Boundary  of  the  United  States. 

Philadelphia,  8  April,  1790.* 

Sir, 
I  received  your  letter  of  the  31st  of  last  past,  re- 
lating to  encroachments  made  on  the  eastern  limits 
of  the  United  States  by  settlers  under  the  British 
government,  pretending  that  it  is  the  western,  and  not 
the  eastern  river  of  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy  which 
was   designated   by   the   name   of    St.    Croix,   in   the 

*  This  letter  is  dated  only  nine  days  before  Dr.  Franklin's   death. 
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treaty  of  peace  with  that  nation;  and  requesting  of 
me  to  communicate  any  facts  which  my  memory  or 
papers  may  enable  me  to  recollect,  and  which  may 
indicate  the  true  river,  which  the  commissioners  on 
both  sides  had  in  their  view,  to  establish  as  the 
boundary  between  the  two  nations. 

Your  letter  found  me  under  a  severe  fit  of  my 
malady,  which  prevented  my  answering  it  sooner,  or 
attending,  indeed,  to  any  kind  of  business.  I  now 
can  assure  you,  that  I  am  perfectly  clear  in  the  re- 
membrance that  the  map  we  used  in  tracing  the 
boundary,  was  brought  to  the  treaty  by  the  commis- 
sioners from  England,  and  that  it  was  the  same  that 
was  published  by  Mitchell  above  twenty  years  before. 
Having  a  copy  of  that  map  by  me  in  loose  sheets,  I 
send  you  that  sheet  which  contains  the  Bay  of  Pas- 
samaquoddy,  where  you  will  see  that  part  of  the 
boundary  traced.  I  remember,  too,  that  in  that  part 
of  the  boundary  we  relied  much  on  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Adams,  who  had  been  concerned  in  some  former 
disputes  concerning  those  territories.  I  think,  there- 
fore, that  you   may  obtain  still  further  light  from  him. 

That  the  map  we  used  was  Mitchell's  map,  Con- 
gress were  acquainted  at  the  time,  by  a  letter  to  their 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  which  I  suppose  may  be 
found  upon  their  files.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

B.  Franklijv. 
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1748, 

— 

29 

X  25  October, 

1750, 

V. 

255 

X  29  September, 

— 

— 

35 

t    5  September, 

1751, 

— 

257 

X  28  June, 

1750, 

VI. 

109 

24  January, 

1752, 

— 

269 

1751, 

V. 

258 

X  28  February, 

1753, 

VI. 

159 

23  April, 

1752, 

— 

283 

X  12  April, 

— 

V. 

299 

X  14  May, 

— 

VII. 

57 

t  18  October, 

— 

Vll. 

77 

X  14  September, 

— 

VI. 

121 

j:  13  December, 

— 

V. 

337 

X    1  January, 

1753, 

VII. 

61 

X  13  July, 

1769, 

VII. 

447 

X  25  October, 

— 

— 

79 

5  February, 

1771, 

— 

504 

X    6  December, 

— 

— 

81 

X  13  January, 

1772, 

— 

549 

— 

VI. 

180 

X  25  February, 

1775, 

VIII. 

142 

t  30  August, 

1754, 

VII. 

82 

X    1  January, 

1786, 

X. 

243 

Collinson,  Michael, 

31  May, 

1788, 

VI. 

574 

1768, 

VII. 

426 

Bridgen,  Edward 

> 

Collinson,  Peter, 

2  October, 

1779, 

VIII. 

383 

28  March, 

1747, 

V. 

180 

Brillon,  Madame 

> 

11  July, 

— 

— 

181 

1788, 

II. 

177 

1  September, 

— 

— 

189 

10  November, 

1779, 

— 

180 

1748, 

— 

196 

Buchan,  Earl  of, 

— 

211 

17  March, 

1783, 

IX. 

497 

VI. 

100 

Buffon,  Count  de 

> 

— 

104 

19  November, 

1787, 

X. 

327 

27  July, 

1750, 

V. 

223 

Burke,  Edmund, 

29    — 

— 

— 

226 

15  October, 

1781, 

IX. 

84 

19  October, 

1752, 

— 

295 

Byles,  Mather, 

*    9  May, 

1753, 

VII. 

66 

*    1  January, 

1788, 

X. 

330 

September, 
23  November, 

— 

V. 

300 
314 

c 

18  April, 

1754, 

— 

340 

* 

25  August, 

CONDAMINE,  M.  DE 

1755, 

LA, 

VI. 

201 

Campomanes,  Cou 

NT  DE, 

X  19  March, 

1784, 

X. 

75 

X    5  June, 

1784, 

X. 

98 

CONDORCET,  MaRQ 

,UIS  DE, 

Carmichael,  William, 

X  20  March, 

1774, 

VI. 

411 

17  June, 

1780, 

VIII. 

471 

Congress,  President  of, 

12  April, 

1781, 

IX. 

20 

8  December, 

1776, 

VIII. 

190 

24  August, 

— 

— 

71 

20  January, 

1777, 

— 

195 

15  December, 

1783, 

X. 

33 

*  31  March, 

1778, 

_— 

255 

X  22  March, 

1785, 

— 

159 

16  March, 

1780, 

— 

436 

Carroll,  Charles, 

22  May, 

— 

— 

455 

25  May, 

1789, 

X. 

392 

31    — 

— 

— 

459 

Chalut  and  Arnaud,  Abbes, 

1  June, 

— 



465 

17  April, 

1787, 

X. 

297 

9  August, 

— 

— 

484 

Charles,  Robert 

j 

2  December, 

— 

— 

521 

X    1  February, 

1757, 

VII. 

127 

3    — 

— 

— 

522 

Chase,  Samuel, 

12  March, 

1781, 

IX. 

1 

X    6  January, 

1784, 

X. 

53 

14  May, 

— 

— 

32 

Chastellux,  Chevalier  de, 

11  June, 

— 

— 

44 

0  April, 

1782, 

IX. 

198 

11  July, 

— 

— 

58 

17  April, 

1787, 

X. 

296 

13  September, 

— 

— 

76 

Clap,  Thomas, 

31  August, 

1783, 

— 

550 

i    8  November, 

1753, 

VI. 

188 

13  September, 

— 

X. 

15 

VOL.    X. 


59 
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Vol.    Page. 


Vol.    Page. 


Congress,  President  of, 

Cushing,  Thomas, 

27  September, 

1783, 

X. 

19 

1  September, 

1773, 

VIII. 

83 

1  November, 

— 

— 

28 

12    — 



_ 

86 

25  December, 

— 

— 

36 

1  November, 

— 

__ 

91 

26    — 

— 

— 

50 

5  January, 

1774, 



100 

12  May, 

1784, 

— 

85 

*  15  February, 

— 

— 

103 

16  June, 

— 

— 

100 

*    2  April,    ' 

— 



118 

8  February, 

1785, 

— 

157 

X    1  June, 

— 

. 

122 

12  April, 

— 

— 

160 

X  28  January, 

1775, 

— 

140 

29  November, 

1788, 

— 

375 

1  May, 

1777, 

— 

216 

CONYNGHAM,  GuSTAVUS, 

X  21  February, 

1778, 

— 

239 

X    6  February, 

1782, 

IX. 

156 

Coombe,  Mr. 

D. 

X  22  July, 

1774, 

VIII. 

124 

Cooper,  Sir  Grey 

t 

Dalibard,  M. 

7  November, 

1780, 

VIII. 

514 

29  June, 

1755, 

V. 

355 

Cooper,  Samuel, 

X  31  January, 

1768, 

VI. 

277 

X  24  February, 

1769, 

VII 

436 

Dana,  Francis, 

X  27  April, 

— 

— 

438 

*    7  April, 

1781, 

IX. 

17 

X  30  September, 

— 

— 

458 

Danforth,  Samuel, 

X  14  April, 

1770, 

— 

470 

25  July, 

1773, 

VIII. 

77 

X    8  June, 

— 

— 

475 

Dartmouth,  Eari 

,  OF, 

X    5  February, 

1771, 

— 

506 

8  December, 

1772, 

VIII. 

28 

X  13  January, 

1772, 

— 

545 

21  August, 

1773, 

IV. 

431 

X    7  July, 

1773, 

VI11. 

71 

February, 

1775, 

V. 

63 

25    — 

— 

— 

81 

16  March, 

— 

— 

79 

X  25  February, 

1774, 

— 

117 

Davenport,  Sarai 

a, 

1  May, 

1777, 

— 

213 

* 

VII. 

3 

22  April, 

1779, 

— 

328 

Dawson,  Major, 

27  October, 

— 

— 

402 

X  29  May, 

1772; 

V. 

427 

16  March, 

1780, 

— 

439 

Deane,  William, 

15  May, 

1781, 

IX. 

35 

X  11  April, 

1773, 

VI. 

383 

28  June, 

1782, 

— 

349 

DUBOURG  AND  DALIBARD, 

Messrs 

26  December, 

— 

— 

462 

V. 

'456 

Cour,  Mathon  de 

LA, 

DUBOURG,  M. 

X    9  July, 

1785, 

X. 

209 

VI. 

290 

18  November, 

— 

— 

239 

28  July, 

1768, 

— 

294 

Crigan,  Claudius 

j 

30  August, 

1769, 

— 

307 

X    5  July, 

1785, 

X. 

202 

2  October, 

1770, 

VII. 

486 

Crocco,  Giacomo  Francesco, 

8  December, 

1772, 

VI. 

352 

15  December, 

1783, 

X. 

35 

10  March, 

1773, 

— 

378 

Croghan,  George 

; 

10    — 

— 

V. 

450 

5  August, 

1767, 

VI. 

275 

27    — 

— 

— 

287 

Cushing,  Thomas 

X. 

446 

X  24  December, 

1770, 

VII. 

492 

4  May, 

— 

VI. 

385 

X    5  February, 

1771, 

— 

501 

1  June, 

— 

V. 

459 

X  13  January, 

1772, 

— 

554 

VI. 

381 

X  13  April, 

— 

VIII. 

7 

129    — 

— 

— 

387 

X    3  September, 

— 

— 

19 

Dumas,  Charles  W.  F. 

X    4  November, 

— 

— 

22 

9  December, 

1775, 

VIII. 

162 

2  December, 

— 

— 

25 

27  January, 

1780, 

— 

412 

2    — 

— 

IV. 

414 

29  March, 

— 

— 

448 

5  January, 

1773, 

VIII. 

28 

30    — 

— 

— 

449 

9  March, 

— 

— 

34 

23  April, 

— 

— 

451 

3  April, 

— 

— 

39 

5  June, 

— 

— 

466 

6  May, 

— 

— 

43 

22    — 

— 

— 

475 

2  June, 





47 

26  July, 

— 

— 

482 

4     — 





48 

2  October, 

— 

— 

498 

7  July, 

— 

— 

54 

9    — 

— 

— 

504 

7    — 

— 



60 

3  December, 

— 

— 

525 

— 

— 

IV. 

418 

18  January, 

1781, 

— 

530 

1       25    — 

— 

VIII. 

79 

4  May, 

— 

IX. 

25 

l       24  August, 

— 

— 

82 

6  August, 

— 

— 

69 
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10  August,        1781, 
*  19  December,     — 

E. 


Vol.  Page. 
IX.  70 
—   113 


1752, 
1753, 
1755, 


Edes,  Mrs.  C. 

13  December,    1781, 
Eliot,  Jared, 

X  1C  July,  1747, 

* 

*13  February,  1749-50 

X  25  October,        1750, 

X  12  September,   1751, 

I  10  December,      — 

J24     _ 

X  11  February, 

$  12  April, 

X  31  August, 

X    1  September, 
Evans,  Cadwallader, 

X    9  May,  1766, 

X    5  May,  1767, 

20  February,      1768, 

*  7  September,  1769, 

*  27  August,        1770, 
*10  February,     1771,         — 

*  4  July,  —  — 

*  18    —  —  — 

*  6  February,  1772,  VIII. 

*  5  May,      —     — 

*  3  June,      —     — 

*  2  December,  —     — 

F. 


IX.  104 

VI.   79 

—  83 

—  105 

—  Ill 
VII.   50 

VI.  112 

VII.  54 

—  55 
VI.  160 

VII.   87 

—  88 

VII.  315 

—  336 
VI.  278 

VII.  454 

—  485 

—  512 

—  527 
535 

3 
4 
5 
5 


FOTHERGILL,  JoHN, 

19  June,            1780,  V1I1.  474 
Foxcroft,  John, 

X    4  February,     1772,  VIII.  1 
Fox,  Charles  James, 

10  May,             1782,  IX.  277 

*  5  September,  1783,  X.  1 
Franklin,  Abiah, 

*  7  September,  1749,  VII.  39 

*  16  October,         —  —  41 

—  42 
Franklin,  Deborah, 

X  27  December,    1755,  VII.  102 

t  15  January,       1756,  —  104 

25    —                 —  —  105 

30    —                 —  —  110 

3t    —                 —  —  112 

1 21  March,           —  —  115 

X  30    —              ,   —  —  116 

13  November,  —  —  124 
X  5  April,  1757,  —  131 
t  27  May,  —  —  135 
t  2  June,  —  —  145 
t  27  July,               —  —  149 

22  November,     —  —  149 

14  January,       1758,  —  160 
21     —                 —  —  161 

I  19  February,      —  —  163 


Franklin,  Deborah. 

t  10  June,  1758, 

6  September, 

X    6  August, 

X    5  March, 

X  27  June, 

* 

X  14  September, 

X  24  March, 

X  16  June, 

X    9  December, 

X    9  February, 

t    4  June, 

X  13  July, 

X  22  February, 

t27    - 

X    6  April, 

t  13  June, 

t  11  October, 

X  22  June, 

X    5  August, 

X  13  February, 

X    5  October, 

X  21  December, 

X  10  June, 

X    3  October, 

X    5  June, 

X  14  August 

X  28  January, 

X    5  May, 

X  14  July, 

X    6  January, 

X  15  July, 

X    1  September, 

X  28  April, 

X    5  May, 

X  22  July,  — 

Franklin,  Jane, 

6  January,    1726-7, 
(See  Mecom,  Jane.) 
Franklin,  John, 


Vol.    Page. 


VII. 


1759, 
1760, 


1761, 
1762, 

1763, 
1764, 
1765, 


1766,  — 

1767,  — 
1768, 

1770, 

1771,  — 

1772,  — 
—  VIII. 

1773,  — 

1774,  — 


VII. 


VII. 


167 
177 
215 
194 
201 
214 
229 
235 
254 
281 
283 
295 
301 
306 
306 
308 
320 
325 
345 
348 
379 
416 
423 
480 
487 
524 
538 
561 
8 
9 
31 
5 
117 
121 
121 
125 


16 

6 

14 

407 
218 
269 


1745, 
Franklin,  Josiah, 

13  April,            1738,  VII. 
Franklin,  Josiah  and  Abiah, 

6  September,  1744,  VII. 
Franklin,  Peter, 

V. 

7  May,             1760,  VI. 

Franklin,  Samuel, 

X  17  July,             1767,  VII.    347 

*  8  June,            1770,  —      479 

*  12  July,             1771,  —     533 

*  13  January,       1772,  —      559 
X    7  July,             1773,  VIII.      73 

Franklin,  Sarah, 

*  8  November,  1764,  VII.     267 
(See  Bache,  Sarah.) 

Franklin,  William, 

*  10  May,  1766,  IV.  233 
28  August,  1767,  VII.  354 
25  November,     —  —     364 
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Page. 

Vol. 

Page. 

Franklin,  William, 

Greene,  William 

and  Mrs. 

19  December, 

1767, 

VII. 

371 

*  20  September, 

1785, 

X. 

225 

9  January, 

— 

— 

375 

Grenville,  Mr. 

13  March, 

1768, 

— 

389 

10  May, 

1782, 

IX. 

278 

16  April, 

— 

— 

399 

31  May, 

— 

— 

308 

2  July, 

— 

— 

405 

Griffin,  Cyrus, 

X  20  April, 

1771, 

— 

516 

16  March, 

1780, 

VIII. 

440 

X  30  January, 

1772, 

— 

564 

X    3  February, 

— 

VIII. 

124 

H. 

17  August, 

— 

— 

10 

19    - 

— 

— 

12 

Hartley,  David, 

19    — 

— 

— 

13 

14  October, 

1777, 

VIII. 

222 

14  February, 

1773, 

— 

33 

12  February, 

1778, 

— 

234 

6  April, 

— 

— 

40 

26    — 

— 

— 

241 

14  July, 

— 

— 

74 

April, 

— 

— 

267 

1  September, 

— 

— 

83 

X  26  October, 

— 

— 

299 

6  October, 

— 

— 

88 

3  February, 

1779, 

— 

316 

3  November, 

— 

— 

97 

22    — 

— 

— 

319 

5  January, 

1774, 

— 

102 

21  March, 

— 

— 

322 

X    7  September, 

— 

— 

130 

4  May, 

— 

— 

345 

22  March, 

1775, 

V. 

2 

2  February, 

1780, 

— 

413 

*  16  August, 

1784, 

X. 

121 

30  June, 

15  December, 

1781, 

IX. 

48 
112 

fi 

15  January, 

1782, 

— 

141 

16  February, 

— 

— 

163 

31  March, 

— 

— 

192 

Galloway,  Joseph, 

5  April, 

— 

— 

194 

13  June, 

1767, 

VII. 

338 

13    — 

— 

— 

208 

8  August, 

— 

— 

350 

13  May, 

— 

— 

283 

1  December, 

— 

— 

368 

10  July, 

— 

— 

360 

9  January, 

1768, 

— 

378 

17  September, 

— 

— 

411 

17  February, 

— 

— 

381 

23  March, 

1783, 

— 

502 

13  March, 

— 

— 

397 

8  May, 

— 

— 

521 

14  May, 

— 

— 

403 

6  September, 

— 

X. 

1 

2  July, 

— 

— 

411 

X   7    - 

— 

— 

5 

22  August, 

1772, 

VIII. 

17 

16  October, 

— 

— 

26 

2  December, 

— 

— 

23 

22    — 

_. 

— 

27 

3  November, 

1773, 

— 

96 

7  January, 

1784, 

— 

55 

X  18  February, 

1774, 

— 

115 

2  June, 

— 

— 

96 

X  12  October, 

— 

— 

138 

3  January, 

1785, 

— 

153 

X  25  February, 

1775, 

— 

144 

5  July, 

— 

— 

208 

Gates,  Horatio, 

27  October, 

— 

— 

235 

X  28  August, 

1776, 

— 

185 

4  December, 

1789, 

— 

410 

2  June, 

1779, 

— 

370 

Heberden,  William, 

Gebelin,  Court  de, 

7  June, 

1759, 

V. 

363 

7  May, 

1781, 

IX. 

27 

Helvetius,  Madame, 

Grand,  F. 

II. 

201 

t  14  October, 

1778, 

VIII. 

298 

1780, 

— 

202 

Grand,  Mr. 

Henry,  Patrick, 

11  July, 

1786, 

X. 

265 

X  26  February, 

1779, 

VIII. 

320 

Grantham,  Earl 

OF, 

Hewson,  Mary, 

11  September 

1782, 

IX. 

410 

*  24  July, 

1770, 

VII. 

483 

Greene,  Catherine, 

*  25  November, 

1771, 

— 

540 

*  23  January, 

1763, 

VII. 

244 

*    8  July, 

1775, 

VIII. 

158 

*    1  August, 

— 

— 

256 

*  12  Januarv, 

1777, 

— 

195 

*    5  September, 

— 

— 

256 

*26    — 

— 

— 

196 

*  15  February, 

1764, 

— 

257 

*  13  April, 

1782, 

IX. 

207 

*28    — 

1778, 

VIII. 

244 

*        June, 

— 

— 

224 

2  March, 

1789, 

X. 

386 

*13    — 

— 

— 

230 

(See  Ray,  Catherine.) 

*  17  August, 

— 

— 

397 

Greene,  William 

) 

*  27  January, 

1783, 

— 

475 

*  19  July, 

1763, 

VII. 

255 

*  26  April, 

— 

— 

518 

*        June, 

1779, 

VIII. 

377 

*    7  September, 

— 

X. 

3 
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Vol. 

Page. 

Vol. 

Page, 

Hewson,  Mary, 

Ingenhousz,  John, 

*  26  December, 

1763, 

X. 

51 

29  April,           1785, 

V. 

480 

*  19  March, 

1784, 

— 

75 

29     _                 — 

VI. 

461 

*  15  August, 

— 

— 

120 

—    —                 — 

X. 

163 

5  May, 

1785, 

— 

167 

28  August,         — 

VI. 

505 

*  26  June, 

— 

— 

194 

X. 

76 

*    4  July, 

— 

— 

201 

til  February,     1788, 

— 

333 

*26     — 

— 

— 

219 

24  October,         — 

— 

362 

30  October, 

— 

— 

236 

Izard,  Ralph, 

*    6  May, 

1786, 

— 

256 

*  29  January,       1778, 

VIII. 

229 

*30    — 

— 

— 

259 

*  30  March,            — 

— 

250 

HillegaSj  Michael, 

t    4  January,       1779, 

— 

308 

17  March, 

1770, 

VI. 

329 

Hodgson,  William, 

J. 

1  April, 

1781, 

IX. 

15 

Hollis,  Thomas  E 

RAND, 

Jackson,  William, 

5  October, 

1783, 

X. 

21 

28  June,            1781, 

IX. 

47 

Hopkinson,  Francis, 

5  July,               — 

— 

49 

6  March, 

1780, 

VIII. 

432 

5    —                  — 

— 

50 

13  September, 

1781, 

IX. 

80 

6    —                 — 

— 

51 

24  December, 

1782, 

— 

461 

Jay,  John, 

Hopkinson,  Thomas, 

4  October,       1779, 

VIII. 

385 

1747, 

VI. 

87 

*  13  June,            1780, 

— 

469 

HORSEFIELD,  Mr. 

*    2  October,         — 

— 

499 

t  25  January, 

1756, 

VII. 

109 

20  August,        1781, 

IX. 

16 

?28     — 

— 

— 

109 

*  15  January,       1782, 

— 

145 

Howe,  Lord, 

*  19    —                 — 

— 

145 

20  February, 

1775, 

V. 

70 

*  16  March,           — 

— 

182 

20  July, 

1776, 

— 

99 

*  22  April,             — 

— 

211 
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— 
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28  July, 

1743, 

— 

8 

9  June,            1788, 

X. 
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136 

12  July,               - 

— 

365 

X  26  May, 

1775, 

— 

154 

28    —                — 

— 

375 

13  July, 

1785, 

X. 
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VII. 

370 

16  May, 

1775, 

VIII. 
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450 

3  October, 

— 

— 

160 

Roy,  M.  Le, 

27  January, 

1777, 

— 

197 

J20  April, 

1772, 

VI. 

341 

8  February, 

1780, 

— 

418 

X  30  March, 

1773, 

— 

379 

7  June, 

1782, 

IX. 

225 

X  22  June, 

— 

— 

385 
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2.  Letters  to  Public  Bodies,  and  to  Individuals  whose 
Names  are  not  known. 


tTo  a  Friend  in  Boston, 

iTo  a  Friend, 

tTo  the  Speaker  and  Committee  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Assembly, 

tTo  the  Printer  of  the  London  Chronicle, 

To  a  Friend, 

To  the  Editor  of  a  Newspaper,     . 

To  a  Friend, 

To  the  Printer  of  the  London  Chronicle, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  London  Chronicle, 
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France,  V.  137.  Of  the  American 
Philosophical  Society,  138.  Of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  140. 

Address  to  the  Public,  from  the  Penn- 
sylvania society  for  promoting  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  and  the  relief  of 
free  negroes  unlawfully  held  in  bond- 
age, II.  515. 

Affliction,  just  mode  of  considering,  VII. 
58. 

Africans,  anecdote  illustrating  the  honor 
of,  IV.  69. 

Agents  of  Colonies,  their  little  utility, 
VIII.  7. 

Agricola,  distinction  made  by,  of  the 
various  kinds  of  earthquakes,  VI.  9. 

Agriculture,  its  prosperity  after  the  Rev- 
olution, 11.462.  Importance  of  teach- 
ing it  in  colleges,  VII.  45.  Value  of 
oxen  and  horses  in,  434.  An  honor- 
able employment,  552. 

Aids  to  the  Crown  common  mode  of 
granting  in  the  Colonies,  IV.  194,  243. 

Air,  importance  of  fresh,  during  sleep, 
II.  172.  Its  effect,  in  electrical  experi- 
ments, V.  261.  Whether  it  may  not  give 
and  receive  electrical  fire  to  and  from 
clouds  and  vapors  passing  through  it, 
337.  Reasons  for  believing  that  it  has 
its  share  of  electricity,  369.  How  the 
electricity  at  different  heights  may  be 
determined,  370.  Other  circumstances 
relating  to  its  electricity,  387.  Ob- 
servations on  the  same  subject,  405. 
May  be  the  cause  of  earthquakes,  VI. 
2.  Some  of  its  properties,  36.  Colds 
produced  by  the  powerful  draught  of, 
40.  Observations  respecting  its  quali- 
ties, 127.  Substances  which  it  attracts 
and  supports,  130.  Mr.  Todd's  ob- 
jections to  Franklin's  theory  relative 
to  the  attraction  between  water  and, 
171.  Mephitic  quality  communicated 
by  respiration  to  the,  308.  Priestley's 
experiments  upon,  344.  Obtained 
from  metals,  345.  Noxious,  restored 
by  sprigs  of  mint,  347.  Properties  of 
the  nitrous,  347.  Effect  of  cold,  in 
diseases,  386.  Moist,  not  unhealthy, 
402.  Priestley's  experiments  on,  404. 
On  alkaline,  409.  Effect  of  vegeta- 
tion  on    noxious,   414.      Experiment 
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showing  its  rarefaction  by  heat,  507. 
Want  of,  a  frequent  cause  of  smoky 
chimneys,  509.  Moistness  of  the,  not 
productive  of  disease,  5*26.  Fixed, 
obtained  from  metals,  VIII.  172. 

Air  bath,  mode  of  enjoying  an,  VI.  294. 

Air  pump,  remarks  on  Smeaton's,  VI. 
188. 

Mr  thermometer,  Franklin's  construc- 
tion of  an  electrical,  V.  371.  Remarks 
on  the,  389. 

Alembert,  D',  his  translation  of  a 
Latin  verse,  applied  by  Turgot  to 
Franklin,  VIII.  537. 

Alexander,  James,  his  remarks  on 
Franklin's  "  Hints  towards  a  Scheme 
of  Union  of  the  Colonies,"  III.  28.  His 
suggestion  of  an  experiment  to  meas- 
ure the  time  taken  up  by  an  electric 
spark  in  moving  through  any  given 
space,  V.  315.  Franklin's  comment 
thereon,  317. 

Alexander,  William,  his  certificate 
respecting  Franklin's  interview  with 
Mr.  Pulteney,  VIII.  447.  His  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Hartley,  relative  to  ne- 
gotiations for  peace,  IX.  119.  His  ex- 
planation relative  to  the  willingness 
of  the  American  commissioners  to 
treat  without  the  assent  of  France, 
153. 

Algerines,  their  attempt  to  seize  Ameri- 
can vessels,  IX.  500.  Unfounded  ru- 
mor of  the  capture  of  Franklin  by, 
X.  230. 

Alison,  Francis,  VII.  63,  88. 

Alkaline  Mr,  Priestley's  experiments 
on,  VI.  409. 

Allen,  William,  Chief  Justice,  VII. 
272. 

Alliance,  employment  of  the  frigate, 
VIII.  352.  Of  prizes  taken  by  the, 
400.     Mutiny  on  board  the,  IX.  13. 

Alphabet,  scheme  of  a  new,  VI.  295. 
Table  of  such  an,  296.  Remarks  on 
the  table,  298.  Various  examples  of 
the  scheme,  300.  Of  a  reform  of  the, 
X.  261. 

Amber,  electrical  experiments  on,  V. 
403.     Its  explosion  by  electricity,  404. 

Ambruster,  Anthony,  VII.  169. 

America,  frugal  mode  of  living  in,  II. 
428.  Future  prospects  of  the  pecu- 
niary ability  of,  430.  Its  character 
abroad,  relative  to  the  payment  of 
debts,  432.  Remarks  on  the  internal 
state  of,  461 .  Ironical  examination  of 
the  question  respecting  payment  of 
the  debts  of,  to  British  merchants,  499. 
Popularity  of  taxing,  in  England,  VII. 
352.  As  to  the  discovery  of,  before 
Columbus,  VIII.  69.  See  United 
States. 

American  Colonies,  Plan  of  Union  of  the, 


III.  23.  On  the  direct  taxation  of  the, 
without  their  consent,  58.  Sums  which 
they  pay  the  mother  country,  62.  On 
their  representation  in  Parliament,  64. 
Nature  of  the  government  of  the,  97. 
On  the  probability  and  the  effect  of 
their  union  with  the  mother  country. 

IV.  156.  Their  efforts  in  conducting 
the  wars  with  the  French  and  Indians, 
157.  Of  the  British  claim  of  taxing 
the,  158.  Their  disposition  towards 
Great  Britain  prior  to  1763,  and  since, 
169.  Their  views  relative  to  the  pow- 
er of  Parliament  to  legislate  for  them, 
169.  Their  capacities  for  manufactur- 
ing, 175.  Their  readiness  to  grant 
aids  to  the  crown,  193.  Their  early 
system  of  laws,  217.  Extent  of  the 
power  of  Parliament  over  them,  218. 
Of  their  representation  in  Parliament, 
220.  Policy  of  Great  Britain  relative 
to  trade  with  them,  225.  Mode  in 
which  their  aids  to  the  crown  have 
been  granted,  243.  On  restrictions 
imposed  on  their  manufacturing,  251. 
Cause  of  their  non-consumption  agree- 
ments, 253.  A  repeal  of  duties  not 
likely  to  satisfy  them,  262.  System 
of  law  brought  hither  by  the  settlers, 
271.  Readiness  with  which  they  have 
contributed  for  the  common  welfare, 
285.  Disregard  of  their  rights  by 
Parliament,  286.  British  policy  rela- 
tive to  their  establishment,  307.  Ad- 
vantage of  establishing,  upon  the  sea- 
coast,  312.  Difficulty  in  inducing  the 
inhabitants  of  the  middle,  to  emigrate 
to  the  north  or  south,  360.  Of  the 
King's  right  to  quarter  troops  in  the, 
V.  18.  Franklin's  proposition  relative 
to  granting  money  to  the  crown,  as  a 
basis  of  compromise,  20.  Not  settled 
at  the  expense  of  Great  Britain,  84. 
Nor  protected  by  her,  86.  As  to  the 
charge,  that  they  refuse  to  contribute 
for  their  own  protection,  88.  On  the 
equality  of  voting  in  Congress,  109. 
Proceedings  of  Rhode  Island  in  regard 
to  the  plan  of  Parliament  to  tax  the, 
VII.  264.  Plan  of  their  union  with 
Great  Britain,  329.  Encroachment  of 
Parliament  on  their  rights,  477.  Of 
the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  tax  them, 
487.  Their  independence  predicted, 
522.  Their  security  lies  in  their  in- 
creasing strength,  VIII.  31.  Sugges- 
tions as  to  their  mode  of  procuring 
redress,  62.  Plan  for  their  immediate 
union  with  Great  Britain,  146.  Their 
situation  at  the  close  of  1775,  165. 
Popularity  of  their  cause  in  Europe, 
213.  Recommended  to  them  by  Con- 
gress to  constitute  governments,  184. 
See  Plan  of  Union  of  the  Colonics. 
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American  Medical  and  Philosophical 
Register,  some  account  of  the,  VI.  18. 

American  Philosophical  Miscellany, 
Franklin's  scheme  of  publishing  an, 
VI.  72. 

American  Philosophical  Society,  account 
of  the,  1.576,  II.  9.  Its  address  to 
Franklin,  on  his  return  from  France, 
V.  138.  First  suggested  by  Franklin, 
and  its  plan,  as  proposed  by  him,  VI. 
14.  Its  condition  and  purposes,  15. 
How  formed,  28.  Its  establishment 
alluded  to,  VII.  455.  Efforts  of  Frank- 
lin to  animate  it,  X.  90.  Count  de 
Campomanes's  notice  of  its  Transac- 
tions, 308. 

Amontons,  his  discourse  relative  to  air, 
as  the  cause  of  earthquakes,  VI.  7. 

Anchor,  suggestion  of  a  swimming,  for 
vessels,  VI.  481.  How  constructed, 
483. 

Animal  Magnetism,  its  efficacy  doubted, 
X.  75.  Commission  in  Paris  to  exam- 
ine the  subject,  76. 

Anstey,  mentioned,  X.  276. 

Anthony  Afterwit,  letter  from,  II.  532. 

Anti- Federalists,  their  conduct  compar- 
ed with  that  of  the  ancient  Jews,  V. 
158. 

Antio-ua,  description  of  a  water-spout 
at,  VI.  143.     Salubrity  of,  VII.  59. 

Apologue  by  Franklin,  II.  168.  An- 
other, showing  the  conduct  of  man- 
kind towards  one  another,  IX.  226. 

Appalachian  Mountains,  discovery  of 
sea  shells  in  the,  VI.  81. 

Apparatus,  construction  of  a  portable, 
to  demonstrate  Franklin's  principles 
of  electricity,  V.  446.  Mode  of  using 
it,  447. 

Apprentices,  general  conduct  of,  VII. 
12. 

Arabian  Tale,  II.  193. 

Arabs,  their  treatment  of  prisoners  of 
war,  IV.  66. 

Aranda,  Count  d',  interview  of  the 
American  commissioners  with,  VIII. 
194.  Remarks  addressed  to,  on  the 
proposition  of  the  United  States  in  re- 
gard to  Spain,  212.  His  interview 
with  Franklin  and  Jay,  respecting  a 
treaty  with  Spain,  IX.  350. 

Arcana  Imperii,  remarks  on  a  work  en- 
titled, VIII.  283. 

Arendt,  Baron  d',  recommended  to 
the  President  of  Congress,  VIII.  455. 

Aristotle,  his  distinction  of  the  differ- 
ent kinds  of  earthquakes,  VI.  9. 

Armed  Neutrality,  its  origin,  VIII.  463, 
466.     Completed  and  proclaimed,  490. 

Armonica,  an  ode  composed  by  Metasta- 
sio,  and  expressly  designed  to  be  ac- 
companied by  the,  I.  265.  Account  of 
the  origin  of  the,  VI.  245.     The  in- 


strument described,  246.  Directions 
for  drawing  out  its  tones,  353. 

Armstrong,  his  suggestions  respect- 
ing fresh  air  in  fevers,  VI.  314. 

Army,  American,  their  inadequate  sup- 
ply of  military  stores,  VIII.  198.  Their 
operations  early  in  1777,  206.  Of  sup- 
plies of  arms  and  clothing  for  the,  from 
the  French  court,  422.  Their  dis- 
tressed condition,  535.  Their  con- 
dition in  1782,  IX.  413. 

Army,  British,  their  conduct  in  Ameri- 
ca, VIII.  416. 

Army,  French,  in  America,  suggestion 
that  they  be  furnished  with  provisions 
there,  VIII.  521. 

Arnold,  Benedict,  curious  impres- 
sions respecting  his  personal  history, 

VIII.  304.     His  treachery,  IX.  30. 
Art  of  Procuring  Pleasant  Dreams,  II. 

171. 

Art  of  Virtue,  Franklin's  plan  of  pre- 
paring a  work  entitled,  I.  115.  Ex- 
plained, VII.  197.     Alluded  to,  232. 

Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual 
Union,  proposed  in  General  Congress, 
origin  of  the,  and  difference  from  the 
plan  finally  adopted,  V.  91.  Mode  of 
election  under,  and  the  powers  and 
duty  of  Congress,  92.  How  to  be 
ratified,  95. 

Arundel,  V1I1,  169. 

Asbestos,  a  purse  made  of,  VII.  1. 

Asgill,  Captain,  his  case  alluded  to; 
justice  of  the  proceedings  against  him, 

IX.  375. 

Assembly  of  Massachusetts.  See  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Atlantic  Ocean,  conjecture  as  to  the 
cause  why  westward  voyages  across 
the,  are  longer  than  the  eastward,  VI. 
74.  This  to  be  attributed  to  the  preva- 
lence of  westerly  winds,  77. 

Attraction,  of  the  law  of,  between  dif- 
ferent quantities  of  the  electric  fluid, 

V.  386. 

Auberteuil,  Hilliard  d',  his  History 
of  the  American  Revolution  mention- 
ed, IX.  444. 

Aurora  Borcalis,  V.  219.  Suggestion 
respecting  its  cause,  284.  Whether  it 
may  not  be  the  flashing  of  electrical  fire 
from  positive  towards  negative  clouds, 
337.  Suppositions  and  hints  towards 
forming  a  hypothesis  to  explain  the, 

VI.  417.  Paper  by  Franklin  on  the, 
mentioned,  VIII.  327. 

Austria,  offers  to  mediate  between  the 
belligerents.  Her  offer  declined  by 
France,  IX.  3.  Declined  by  England, 
89.  Her  willingness  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  ihe  United  States, 
501.     Of  a  commercial  treaty  with, 

X.  118,  142. 
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Automaton      Chess-Player,      Kempel's 


mentioned,  X.  23. 


B. 


Bache,  Benjamin  Franklin,  VIII.  195. 
His  proficiency  in  his  studies,  372, 
375.     Again  mentioned,  X.  3. 

Bache,  Richard,  marries  Franklin's 
daughter,  VII.  350. 

Bache,  Sarah,  her  exertions  to  sup- 
ply the  American  troops  with  clothing, 
VIII.  528.     See  Franklin,  Sarah. 

Bache,  Professor,  his  attempt  to  fix 
the  date  of  Franklin's  observation  rel- 
ative to  northeast  storms,  referred  to, 
VI.  106. 

Bagatelle,  by  Franklin,  II.  164. 

Balloons,  remarks  on,  VI.  452.  Those  of 
Charles  and   Robert,  and  Montgolfier, 

453.  On  the  invention  of,  X.  13. 
Ascent  of  one,  32.  Of  the  means  of 
directing  their  course,  93.  Improve- 
ments in  constructing,  123.  Inflated 
with  inflammable  air,  146.  Danger 
of  ascending  in,  187. 

Balm,  Captain,  recommended  by  Frank- 
lin to  Congress,  VIII.  195. 

Baltimore,  rapid  growth  of,  VII.  519. 

Bancroft,  Edward,  his  account  of 
Franklin's  demeanor  before  the  Privy 
Council,  IV.  453.  And  of  his  dress 
when  signing  the  treaty  with  France, 

454.  Mentioned,  VIII.  266,  IX.  525. 
Bank  of  the   United  States,  its  success, 

X.  306. 
Banks,  nature  and  utility  of,  II.  266. 
Banks,  Sir  Joseph,  VI.  342. 
Barbary  States,  relations  between  the 

United  States  and  the,  alluded  to,  VIII. 

361,  IX.  544. 
Barclay,     David,     his    conversation 

with    Franklin   on   the    subject   of  a 

reconciliation    between    the    colonies 

and  Britain,  V.  8.     Produces  a  plan  of 

permanent  union,  58. 
Barclay,  Thomas,  is  admitted  as  consul 

of  the  United  States  for  France,  IX. 

415. 
Bard,  John,  account  of,  VI.  73. 
Bariatinski,  Prince,  anecdote  relating 

to  his  visit  to  Franklin,  IX.  285.     His 

civilities  to  Franklin,  299. 
Barometer,  effect  of  air  on  the,  VI.  222. 

Remark  on  the  changes  of  the,  VII. 

52. 
Barrier   Colonies,    Pownall's   plan   for 

settling,  III.  69. 
Barrow,  Mrs.,  her  situation  in  New 

York,  VIII.  200. 
Barry,  John,  Captain,  his  services  to 

a  Venetian  vessel,  IX.  88.    Mentioned, 

154.      Requested    to    take   goods    to 

America  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  159. 


Bartram,  John,  his  account  of  a  re- 
markable Aurora  Borealis,  VI.  211. 
His  character,  VII. 55,  88.  Some  par- 
ticulars respecting  him,  433.  Of  the 
publication  of  his  "  Travels  and  Obser- 
vations," 446.     His  pension,  534. 

Baskerville,  John,  account  of  his 
printing,  VII.  212.  Franklin's  opin- 
ion of  his  skill,  213. 

Bath,  Earl  of,  his  Letter  to  Two  Great 
Men  on  the  subject  cf  Canada,  alluded 
to,  IV.  1. 

Bathing,  cold,  not  injurious,  VI.  58. 

Bavaria,  Electorate  of,  on  establishing 
commercial  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  the,  IX.  526,  543. 

Baxter,  Andrew,  his  "  Inquiry  into 
tbe  Nature  of  the  Human  Soul,"  VI. 
87.  His  doctrine  examined,  88.  His 
book  again  referred  to,  93. 

Beaumarchais,Caron  de,  mentioned, 
VIII.  289.  His  contract  for  supplies 
for  the  United  States,  294.  Of  his 
accounts,  385.  His  delay  in  settling 
his  accounts,  IX.  390.  His  Figaro 
mentioned,  X.  162.  Advance  of  a 
million  of  livres  by  the  French  Gov- 
ernment to,  287. 

Beaumont,  his  Reflexions  oVun  Etr anger 
desinUressi,  alluded  to,  VII.  470. 

Beccaria,  John  Baptist,  of  his  work 
on  electricity,  V.  355.  Franklin's 
view  of  it,  356.  His  experiment  of 
the  explosion  of  water,  393.  Paper 
by,  containing  an  account  of  electri- 
cal experiments,  505.  Notice  of  his 
work  on  electricity,  VII.  84. 

Beckford,  allusion  to  his  bill  for  pre- 
venting bribery  at  elections,  VII.  384. 

Beckwith,  General,  his  plan  of  join- 
ing the  American  army  discouraged, 
VIII.  348. 

Bedford  Party,  their  hostility  to  the 
Americans,  VII.  467. 

Bell,  his  account  of  the  hospitality  of 
the  Daggestans,  IV.  66. 

Bells,  superstitious  notion  respecting, 
during  thunder-storms,  V.  422. 

Belton,  Joseph,  his  contrivance  for 
destroying  the  vessels  of  an  enemy, 
mentioned,  VIII.  185. 

Benefits,  motives  with  which  they  should 
be  conferred,  VII.  74. 

Benezet,  Anthony,  VIII.  16. 

Bentinck,  Captain,  his  experiment  to 
show  tbe  efficacy  of  oil  in  stilling 
waves,  VI.  365. 

Bergmann,  Professor,  his  remarks  on 
one  of  Franklin's  electrical  experi- 
ments, V.  513. 

Bernard,  Francis,  Governor,  his  of- 
ficial communication  to  the  Houses  of 
Assembly  in  Massachusetts,  IV.  466. 
His  acknowledgment  relative  to  the 
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conduct  of  the  Assembly  after  the  re- 
peal of  the  stamp  act,  476.  His  pro- 
ceedings in  regard  to  quartering  the 
troops,  491.  Rejection  of  the  petition 
for  his  removal,  493.  His  conduct  as 
Governor  of  Massachusetts,  VII.  365. 
His  proceeding  in  regard  to  a  separ- 
ation of  the  eastern  townships  from 
Massachusetts,  VIII.  66. 

Bernouilli,  his  suggestion  of  a  mov- 
ing power  for  boats,  VI.  478. 

Bernstorff,  his  communication  to 
Franklin  on  the  seizure  of  American 
prizes  in  Norway,  VIII.  433. 

Bevan,  Sylvanus,  his  bust  of  William 
Penn,  VII.  190. 

Bible,  Proposed  New  Version  of  the,  II. 
166. 

Bills  of  Credit,  their  convenience  and 
utility  in  commerce,  II.  266.  Of  those 
issued  upon  landed  security,  263. 

Bills  of  Exchange,  American,  correction 
of  erroneous  impressions  respecting, 
IX.  55. 

Bingham,  William,  his  complaint  of 
Franklin's  refusing  his  drafts,  VIII. 
460. 

Bipontine  Edition  of  the  classics,  men- 
tioned, IX.  126. 

Birmingham,  visit  of  Franklin  to,  VII. 
180. 

Bishops,  first  consecration  of  in  Ameri- 
ca, II.  116.  Sketch  of  the  trial  of  the 
seven,  for  libel,  298.  On  the  appoint- 
ment of,  for  America,  VII.  437.  Or- 
dination of  American,  X.  109. 

Blackbirds,  effect  of  destroying,  in  New 
England,  VII.  67. 

Black  Prince,  privateer,  exploits  of  the, 
VIII.  390,  402. 

Blackries  Solvent,  a  remedy  for  the 
stone,  X.  163. 

Blacks,  plan  for  improving  the  condition 
of  the  free,  II.  513. 

Blackwell,  John,  his  appointment 
and  conduct  as  deputy  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  III.  129.  His  address  to 
the  Assembly,  130.     Their  reply,  131. 

Blome,  complains  of  an  outrage  by 
American  vessels  on  the  coast  of  Nor- 
way, IX.  157. 

Blood,  remarks  on  its  motion  in  the 
heart,  VI.  68.  On  the  circulation  of 
the,  70.  Conjecture  as  to  the  cause 
of  its  heat  in  healthy  persons,  97. 
Its  use  in  respiration,  VIII.  172. 

Board  of  Trade,  reasons  assigned  in 
their  report,  in  favor  of  restraining  the 
issues  of  paper  money,  II.  341.  Those 
reasons  examined,  342.  Their  agency 
in  reo-ard  to  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania, 
VII.  250. 

Boats,  various  modes  suggested  for 
giving  motion  to,  VI.  478. 

vol.  x.  62 


Body,  suggestion  of  the  existence  of 
imbibing  pores  in  the  human,  VI.  233. 

Boerhaave,  his  remark  on  the  danger 
of  exposure  to  a  draught  of  air,  VI. 
42. 

Book  of  Common  Prayer,  Franklin's 
abridgment  of  the,  X.  207. 

Books,  description  of  an  instrument 
for  taking  them  from  shelves,  VI.  562. 
High  price  of,  X.  161 . 

Boroughs,  expediency  of  disfranchising 
the  small  English,  II.  491. 

Boscovich,  his  account  of  a  whirlwind 
at  Rome,  VI.  149. 

Boston,  proceedings  of  the  town  of,  in 
1772,  IV.  381 .  Vote  of  the  inhabitants 
of,  relative  to  disorders,  in  1765,  471. 
Seizure  of  a  vessel  of  war  and  im- 
pressment of  seamen  in,  481.  Petition 
to  the  Governor  on  this  subject,  482. 
British  troops  sent  to,  and  quartered 
in,  483.  Its  inhabitants  summon  a 
convention  of  deputies  from  the  other 
towns,  484.  Massacre  of  the  5th  of 
March,  and  removal  of  the  troops 
from,  486.  Address  of  the  House  of 
Lords  to  the  King  relative  to  proceed- 
ings in,  489  ;  and  the  King's  reply, 
490.  Narrative  of  the  inhabitants  of, 
respecting  the  conduct  of  Governor 
Bernard,  491.  Arrival  of  the  tea  in, 
in  1773,  506.  Deaths  in,  by  inocula- 
tion, VI.  118.  Resolutions  adopted 
in,  relative  to  non-importation  and 
manufactures,  VII.  371.  Their  effect 
in  England,  376,  387.  Arrival  of  for- 
eign troops  in,  418.  Committee  of, 
transmit  a  correspondence  to  Frank- 
lin, 459.  Military  preparations  in,  in 
1774,  VIII.  135.  General  Gage's 
treachery  in,  157. 

Boston  Port- Bill,  its  objectionable  char- 
acter, V11I.  128. 

Boundaries  of  the  United  States,  sugges- 
tion respecting  them  as  a  condition  of 
peace,  IX.  129.     See  Peace. 

Bounties,  general  expediency  of,  II. 
402.  Remarks  respecting  those  on 
grain,  405. 

Bouquet,  Henry,  Colonel,  his  account 
of  Franklin's  services  in  the  French 
war,  VII.  260.  Sketch  of  the  military 
services  of,  261. 

Bowdoin,  James,  account  of,  V.  255. 
His  observations  on  the  crooked  di- 
rection of  lightning,  263.  Objections 
to  the  hypothesis,  that  the  sea  is  the 
source  of  lightning,  268.  His  obser- 
vation of  the  effect  of  lightning  on 
the  compass,  277.  His  observations 
on  the  electricity  of  the  clouds,  279. 
His  account  of  preparations  made  in 
Boston  to  observe  the  transit  of  Mer- 
cury, VI.  161.     His   theory   with  re- 
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spect  to  the  light  in  sea- water,  190. 
His  remarks  on  the  method  of  furnish- 
ing supplies   to  the  Indians,  VII.  78. 

Bows  and  Arrows,  their  utility  in  war, 
VIII.  170. 

Boyle,  on  the  exposure  of  the  Russians 
to  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold, 
VI.  59. 

Braddock,  Edward,  General,  is  aided 
by  Franklin  in  procuring  horses  and 
wagons  for  the  army,  I.  184.  His 
character.  189.  Defects  as  a  general, 
190.  His  call  on  the  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania  for  supplies  of  provi- 
sions under  convoy,  III.  357.  His 
letter  requested  of  the  Governor  by 
the  Assembly,  358.  His  instructions 
quoted,  relative  to  the  Six  Nations, 
IV.  328. 

Bradford,  Andrew,  the  printer,  visit- 
ed by  Franklin  in  Philadelphia,  I.  35. 
Becomes  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
Mercury,  the  first  newspaper  printed 
in  Pennsylvania,  II.  13. 

Bray,  Thomas,  his  benevolent  charac- 
ter, VII.  202. 

Brescia,  explosion  of  the  powder-maga- 
zine at,  alluded  to,  V.  432. 

Bremate,  Mr.  Hartley's,  laid  before  the 
British  ministers,  IX.  21G. 

Bribery,  at  elections  in  England,  VII. 
398. 

Brienne,  Archbishop  of  Toulouse,  his 
character  as  a  minister,  X.  316. 

Brillon,  Madame  de,  VIII.  473. 

British  Army,  their  conduct  in  Ameri- 
ca, VIII.  422. 

Brogue,  Prince  de,  introduced  to 
Washington,  IX.  199.  To  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston, 201.     To  Robert  Morris,  203. 

Brotherly  Love,  Franklin's  parable  on, 
II.  123. 

Buchan,  Earl  of,  inquires  of  Franklin 
respecting  the  expediency  of  emi- 
gration from  Scotland  to  the  United 
States,  IX.  486. 

Buffon,  M.  de,  his  experiments  in 
electricity,  V.  176.  His  complimentary 
letter  to  Franklin,  X.  312. 

Burgh,  his  death  and  character,  IX. 
231. 

Burgoyne,  General,  of  his  exchange 
for  Colonel  Laurens,  IX.  84. 

Burke,  Edmund,  remarks  on  the  Letter 
to  Two  Great  Men  ascribed  by  some 
to,  IV.  1.  Examination  of  the  com- 
mercial principles  of  the  late  negotia- 
tion between  Great  Britain  and  France 
in  1761 ,  attributed  to,  2.  His  speeches 
quoted,  262,  266.  His  kindness  to 
Mr.  Laurens,  IX.  84. 

Burnet,  Governor,  his  controversy 
with  the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts, 
1.86. 


Busy-Body,  written  by  Franklin,  I.  84. 

Origin  of  the,  II.  13. 
Byles,    Mather,    his    complimentary 

letter  to  Franklin,  X.  303. 


C. 


Cables  of  vessels,  construction  of,  VI. 
468. 

Calef,  Captain,  his  agency  in  regard 
to  the  proposed  separation  of  the  east- 
ern townships  from  Massachusetts, 
VIII.  66. 

Calvet,  Pierre  du,  his  claims  on  the 
United  States,  X.  30. 

Cambridge,  Franklin  visits  the  English 
University  of,  VII.  177. 

Campomanes,  Count  de,  his  character, 
X.  98.  His  laudable  efforts  to  promote 
intelligence  and  industry  in  Spain, 
99.  His  remarks  on  Franklin's  writ- 
ings, 114.     And  discoveries,  115. 

Canada,  sums  voted  by  the  Assembly 
of  Pennsylvania  for  an  expedition 
against,  111.  212.  Interest  of  Great 
Britain,  considered  in  reference  to  the 
acquisition  of,  IV.  1.  Benefits  which 
would  result  from  the  cession  of,  by 
France,  10.  Its  possession  a  sufficient 
safeguard  against  the  French  and  In- 
dians, 11.  Easily  peopled,  without 
draining  England  of  her  population, 
48.  Proposition  for  granting  a  free 
government  to,  V.  21.  Importance  of, 
to  England,  VII.  193.  Commissioners 
to,  appointed  by  Congress,  VIII.  178. 
Offered  by  Great  Britain  to  France, 
to  induce  her  to  treat,  IX.  210.  Its 
surrender  suggested  by  Franklin  to 
Mr.  Oswald,  251. 

Canassetego,  an  Indian  chief,  anecdote 
of,  II.  458. 

Cancer,  pokeweed  a  remedy  for,  V.  287. 

Canton,  John,  his  experiment  of  draw- 
ing the  electric  fluid  from  the  clouds, 
V.  297.  Experiments  by  Franklin  in 
pursuance  of  those  of,  346.  Notice 
of,  VI.  256. 

Cantoon  Stone,  its  quality  of  absorbing 
water,  VI.  321. 

Cape  Breton,  humorous  remarks  on 
the  expedition  against,  VII.  16.  Of 
the  engineers  employed  against,  28. 

Capital  Punishment,  objections  to  the 
infliction  of,  II.  479. 

Carleton,  Sir  Guy,  General,  his  con- 
duct at  the  evacuation  of  New  York 
by  the  British,  II.  504.  His  attempt 
to  open  a  negotiation  in  the  United 
States,  IX.  222,  346,  348,  349.  Com- 
municates with  Washington,  380. 

Carmarthen,  Lord,  complains  of  al- 
leged defects  of  form  in  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  of  peace,  X.  95. 
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Carmichael,  William,  his  allusion  to 
Lafayette,  VIII.  305.  His  diplomatic 
station,  471. 

Carriage-wheel,  account  of  a  newly 
invented,  VI.  383. 

Carroll,  Charles,  VIII,  178.  X.  392. 

Carroll,  John,  VIII.  178. 

Carthagena,  grant  made  by  the  Assem- 
bly of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  expedi- 
tion against,  III.  210. 

Carver,  John,  the  traveller,  VII.  438. 

Castera,  his  edition  of  Franklin's 
works  alluded  to,  II.  435. 

Castle  William,  Franklin's  proposition 
for  the  restoration  of,  to  Massachusetts, 

V.  21. 

Castries,  M.  de,  his  compliment  to 
Franklin,  X.  218. 

Casuistry,  case  of,  II.  545. 

Catania,  its  destruction  by  an  earth- 
quake, VI.  10. 

Catarrh,  opinion  of  ancient  philosophers 
respecting,  VI.  339. 

Catechism  relative  to  the  English  Na- 
tional Debt,  V.  120. 

Cats,  humorous  Petition  of  the,  to  Ma- 
dame Helvetius,  II.  206.  The  same 
translated,  214. 

Causes  of  the  American  Discontents  be- 
fore 1768,  explanation  of  the  circum- 
stances that  induced  its  publication, 
IV.  242. 

Causes  of  Earthquakes  and  theories 
concerning  them,  VI.  1. 

Cave,  Edmund,  publishes  in  London 
Franklin's  Letters  on  Electricity,  V. 
178.     His  preface,  179. 

Cavendish,  Charles,  Lord,  his  ex- 
periment to  show  the  heat  requisite 
to  render  thick  glass  permeable  by 
electricity,  V.  383. 

Celia  Single,  letter  from,  II.  536. 

Celsus,  his  views  respecting  colds,  VI. 
339. 

Chain,  experiments  with  an  electrified, 

VI.  275. 

Chambers  of  legislation,  one  preferable 
to  two,  X.  345,  361. 

Chamberlin,  portrait  of  Franklin  by, 
VIII.  118. 

Chapman,  account  of  his  conversation 
with  Franklin,  respecting  peace,  VII. 
269. 

Charcoal,  its  qualities  as  an  electrical 
conductor,  V.  426.  Danger  of  burn- 
ing, in  pots,  VI.  44. 

Charity,  remarks  on,  VII.  9,  184. 

Charles  the  First,  policy  of,  in  re- 
gard to  libel,  II.  289. 

Charles  the  Second,  his  policy  in 
regard  to  libel,  II.  291. 

Charles,  Robert,  VII.  127. 

Charleston,  fire  in,  VIII.  252.  Its  cap- 
ture by  the  British,  482. 


Charmidas,  Dialogue  between  Socrates 
and,  concerning  public  emplovments, 
11.62.  y 

Charter  of  Privileges,  Penn's,  to  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania  and  terri- 
tories, III.  158. 

Charter  governments,  of  the  colonies, 
what,  III.  97. 

Charters,  colonial,  subject  to  alteration 
only  by  agreement  between  the  King 
and  the  colonies,  IV.  273. 

Chastellux,  Chevalier  de,  his  Travels 
mentioned,  VIII.  442.  Again,  X.  262. 
His  translation  of  a  poem  by  Hum- 
phreys, 263.  Both  again  alluded  to, 
296. 

Chatham,  Lord,  his  attempts  and  plan 
for  reconciliation  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  colonies,  V.  1.  His  first 
interview  with  Franklin,  5.  Second 
interview,  and  his  opinion  of  the  con- 
duct of  Congress,  34.  His  motion 
for  a  reconciliation,  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  45.  Franklin's  opinion  of 
his  eloquence,  46.  Communicates 
to  Franklin  his  plan  of  compromise, 
47.  Opens  his  plan  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  51.  His  panegyric  of  Frank- 
lin, 53.  His  declining  health,  VII. 
336.  Extract  from  one  of  his  speeches, 
468.  His  speech  relative  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  colonies,  quoted,  VIII.  122. 
His  motion  for  conciliation  rejected, 
140.  His  view  of  the  proceedings  of 
Congress,  X.  435. 

Chaumont,  recommended  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress,  X.  160. 

Cheese,  manufacture  of,  in  China,  VII. 
464. 

Cherokees,  invalidity  of  their  claim  to 
lands  south  of  the  Ohio,  IV.  325. 

Chess,  morals  of,  II.  187.  Instruction 
to  be  drawn  from,  188. 

Chezaulx,  communicates  the  Danish 
seizure  of  American  prizes,  VIII.  407. 

Chimneys,  causes  of  neighbouring 
smoke  coming  down  the  vents  of,  VI. 
281.  Their  utility  for  the  purpose  of 
ventilation,  309.  Method  of  contract- 
ing, 324.  On  the  causes  and  remedy 
for  smoky,  505.  Want  of  air,  a  fre- 
quent cause  of  smoky,  509.  Reme- 
dies suggested,  511.  Large  size  of 
their  openings,  another  cause,  514. 
Remedy  for  this,  515.  Shortness  of 
the  funnel,  a  third,  and  the  remedy, 
517.  Their  overpowering  one  another, 
519.  Inconvenient  situation  of  doors 
in  reference  to,  521.  Their  modern 
origin,  524.  Account  of  the  Stafford- 
shire, 531.  Their  use  as  a  means  of 
coolino-  in  summer,  536.  On  smoky, 
VII.  431. 

China,  a  fictitious  Letter  from,  II.  241. 
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Remarks  concerning  the  provision 
made  in,  against  famine,  381.  Views  of 
the  physicians  of,  relative  to  a  draught 
of  cold  air,  VI.  42.  Method  of  warm- 
ing rooms  in,  538.  Mode  of  making 
paper  in,  577.  Manufacture  of  cheese 
in,  VII.  464.  Culture  of  silk  in,  536. 
Of  the  paper  made  in,  VIII.  88.  Of 
ascending  honors  in,  X.  59. 

China-ware,  art  of  printing  on,  VIII.  94. 

Cholmondely,  Lord,  proposes  to 
Franklin  to  write  to  Lord  Shelburne, 

IX.  239. 

Church,  importance  of  attending,  VII. 
269. 

Church  of  England,  respecting  a  bishop 
of  the,  in  America,  VII.  402,  437. 
See  Clergy. 

Churches,  number  of,  struck  by  light- 
ning, V.  423.  Effect  of  multiplying 
congregations  in,  VII.  49.  Franklin's 
method  of  warming,  alluded  to,  VIII. 
99. 

Churchman,  John,  on  his  theory  of  the 
variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  VI. 
571.     His  "  Magnetic  Atlas,"  X.  289. 

Cincinnati,  order  of,   remarks  on  the, 

X.  58.     Disapproved,  176. 
Circle,  Magical,  VI.  104. 

Clap,  Thomas,  notice  of,  VI.  188. 

Clare,  Lord,  Franklin's  conversation 
with,  on  American  affairs,  VII.  365. 
Ceases  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  410.    Again  referred  to,  411. 

Clare,  M.,  his  Treatise  on  the  Motion 
of  Fluids,  quoted,  relative  to  the  dan- 
ger of  exposure  to  a  draught  of  cold 
air,  VI.  40. 

Clarke,  his  observations  on  the  late 
and  present  conduct  of  the  French 
quoted,  in  reference  to  the  Indians  in 
the  French  interest,  IV.  7.  Again 
quoted,  respecting  their  habits  of  life, 
12.     And  military  resources,  13. 

Clarke,  William,  remark  by, quoted, 
concerning  Franklin's  Observations 
on  the  Increase  of  Mankind,  II.  311. 

Claypoole,  George,  mortality  in  his 
family,  VII.  4. 

Clergy,  of  the  provision  i'n  the  consti- 
tution of  Massachusetts  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the,  IX.  36.  Ordination  of 
the  American  Episcopal  in  England 
X.  109. 

Clinton,  Sir  Henry,  respecting  a  let- 
ter of,  VIII.  468. 

Clock,  Whitehurst's,with  three  wheels, 
noticed,  VI.  461. 

Cloth,  effect  of  the  sun's  rays  on,  of 
different  colors,  VI.  237.  Adaptation 
of  the  colors  of,  to  different  climates, 
238. 

Clouds,  of  those  formed  by  vapors  from 
the  earth  and  sea,  V.  215.     Electricity 


of,  279.  Their  positive  and  sometimes 
negative  electricity,  302.  In  thunder- 
storms, it  is  the  earth  that  strikes  into 
the,  305.  How  they  become  nega- 
tively electrified,  355.  Objections  to 
the  hypothesis,  310.  Additional  proof 
of  positive  and  negative  electricity  in, 
and  new  method  of  ascertaining  the 
fact,  341.  Difficulty  of  determining 
how  they  become  charged  with  elec- 
tricity 351.  Of  the  existence  of  nega- 
tive electricity  in.  411. 

Club  for  Mutual  Improvement,  Rules 
for  a,  II.  9. 

Cohesion  of  the  parts  of  bodies,  cause 
of  the,  VI.  123. 

Coin,  useful  only  as  the  medium  of  ex- 
changing commodities,  II.  394.  Re- 
marks on  the  quality  of  British,  396. 
Character  and  value  of,  4 JO.  Its  pur- 
pose and  utility,  411.  Evil  arising 
from  an  incorrect  estimate  of  the  rela- 
tive value  of  gold  and  silver  in,  412. 
Its  utility,  X.  307. 

Coinage,  copper,  for  the  United  States, 
projected,  VIII.  383. 

Cold,  production  of,  by  evaporation,  VI. 
203.  Remarks  relative  to  heat  and, 
205.  Produced  by  mixing  some  chem- 
ical liquors,  or  salt  and  snow,  209. 

Colden,  Cadwallader,  his  remarks 
on  Franklin's  Hints  for  a  Scheme  for 
the  Union  of  the  Colonies,  ill.  30, 
Account  of,  V.  258.  Sketch  of  his 
life,  and  his  suggestion  of  a  new  meth- 
od of  printing.  VI.  18.  His  reply  to 
Strahan's  objections  to  this  method,  26. 
His  thoughts  on  different  species  of 
matter,  and  suggestions  for  publishing 
philosophical  papers,  33.  His  view 
of  the  benefit  of  Franklin's  stove,  64. 
His  views  as  to  the  effect  of  the  mo- 
tion of  the  earth  on  the  length  of  voy- 
ages across  the  Atlantic,  76.  His  Phi- 
losophical Treatise  referred  to,  94.  Its 
general  objects,  96.  His  observations 
upon  light,  115.  His  Indian  History 
referred  to,  117.  His  observations  on 
Franklin's  meteorological  paper,  rela- 
tive to  the  phenomena  of  water  and 
air,  177.  His  description  of  a  water- 
spout, 178.  On  the  generation  of 
wind  by  fermentation,  196.  On  winds 
blowing  in  contrary  directions,  and 
the  motion  of  the  planets,  197.  On 
water-spouts,  199. 

Colden,  David,  his  remarks  on  Nol- 
let's  Letters  to  Franklin  on  electricity, 
V.  319.  .Franklin's  opinion  of  the  re- 
marks, VII.  61. 

Colds,  opinion  of  ancient  philosophers 
respecting,  VI.  339.  Prevailing  im- 
pressions respecting,  ill-founded,  378. 
Respecting  inquiries  into  the  causes  of, 
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387.  Definition  of,  388.  Known  only 
in  civilized  countries,  393.  Produced 
by  contagion,  400.  Not  produced  by 
cold  air,  401. 

Coleman,  William,  an  associate  of 
Franklin,  I.  82. 

Colica  Pictonum,  cause  of  the,  VI.  278. 
Instance  of  the,  566. 

Colleges,  of  instruction  in,  VII.  44. 
Subjects  which  should  be  studied  in, 
45.     Best  location  of,  46. 

Collins,  John,  his  intimacy  with  Frank- 
lin, I.  17.     His  intemperance,  43. 

Collinson,  Peter,  publishes  in  Eng- 
land Franklin's  Letters  on  Electricity, 
V.  175.  His  description  of  bones  of 
the  Great  Mastodon,  VI.  276.  Notice 
of,  VII.  50.  Some  facts  relating  to, 
426. 

Colonies,  observations  on  the  peopling 
of,  II.  311.  Plan  of  union  of  the 
American,  III.  23.  Taxation  of  the 
American,  58.  On  their  representa- 
tion in  Parliament,  64.  See  American 
Colonies. 

Colonies,  British  and  French  American, 
of  commerce  with  the,  X.  85. 

Comazants,  explanation  of,  V.  224. 

Comet,  seen  in  Yorkshire,  VI.  451. 

Commerce,  its  effect  upon  manners,  II. 
329.  Results  of  fair,  374.  Remarks 
on  American,  VII.  321.  Correction 
of  an  error  respecting,  IX.  55. 

Commercial  Convention  proposed  by  Mr. 
Hartley,  IX.  416. 

Commissioners  of  the  Colonies,  their 
meeting  at  Albany  in  1754,  III.  22. 
Plan  of  union  adopted  by  the,  23. 
List  of  their  names,  28. 

Commissioners  of  Customs,  of  their  ex- 
emption from  taxes,  VII.  533.  Injus- 
tice of  the  scheme,  547. 

Commissioners  for  American  Jlffairs  in 
Europe,  VIII.  190.  Of  bills  drawn  by 
Congress  upon,  249.  On  the  settle- 
ment of  their  accounts,  256.  Arthur 
Lee's  course  in  regard  to  the  accounts, 
260.  Inconvenience  of  maintaining 
three,  291.  Their  financial  situation 
308.  Their  advances  to  Izard  and  Lee, 
310.  Their  correspondence  with  Lord 
Stormont  on  the  subject  of  American 
prisoners,  IX.  166. 

Commissioners  for  Negotiating  Peace, 
American,  who,  IX.  82.  Nature  of 
their  authority,  143.  Their  readiness 
to  treat,  announced  by  Franklin,  195. 
Sign  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain 
without  communicating  with  the 
French  government,  453.  Substance 
of  their  instructions,  relative  to  that 
communication, 458.  Their  unreason- 
able distrust  of  the  French  cabinet, 
458.     Of  their  conduct  relative  to  the 
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signature    of   the   treaty,    532.      See 
Peace. 

Commissioners ,  British,  for  treating  with 
Congress,  character  of  their  proposi- 
tions, VIII.  302. 

Commissioners  to  Canada,  appointed  by 
Congress,  VIII.  178.  Their  commis- 
sion, 179. 

Committee  of  Correspondence,  appoint- 
ment of  the  Rhode  Island,  VII.  264. 
Constituted  by  several  colonies,  Vill. 
50. 

Committee  of  the  States  dissolved,  X. 
136. 

Committee  of  Congress,  to  confer  with 
Washington  respecting  the  army, 
mentioned,  VIII.  160. 

Common  Law,  to  what  extent  recog- 
nised in  the  colonies,  IV.  271. 

Common  Sense,  Thomas  Paine's,  men- 
tioned, VIII.  174. 

Comparison  of  the  Conduct  of  the  an- 
cient Jews  and  of  the  Anti-Federal' 
ists  in  the  United  States  of  America,  V. 
158. 

Comparison  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  in  Regard  to  the  Basis  of 
Credit  in  the  two  Countries,  II.  426. 

Compass,  Mariner's,  effect  of  lightning 
on  the,  V.  276.     Its  antiquity,  IX.  29. 

Composition,  rules  for,  X.  399. 

Condorcet,  Marquis  de,  Franklin's  re- 
plies to  certain  inquiries  by,  VI.  411. 
Disapproves  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  X.  353. 

Conductors,  a  more  appropriate  term 
than  non-electric,  V.  260.  Correction 
of  the  mistake,  that  only  water  and 
metals  are,  283.  Difference  in  the 
quality  of,  350.  What  constitute  the 
best,  415.  On  the  controversy  respect- 
ing blunt  and  pointed,  VIII.  226.  See 
Rods. 

Conestogo  Indians,  their  treaty  with 
Penn,  IV.  54.  Account  of  the  mas- 
sacre of  the,  59.  Cruel  dealing  of 
the  whites  with  the,  72. 

Confederacy,  vessel  of  war,  apprehen- 
sion expressed  of  her  loss,  VIII.  412. 

Confidence  in  the  Divine  Goodness,  on, 
VII.  261. 

Congress,  Colonial,  meeting  of,  in  1765, 
concerning  the  Stamp  Act,  IV.  471. 
Principles  on  which  they  were  con- 
vened, 472. 

Congress,  Continental,  suggested  by 
Franklin,  VIII.  55, 63.  Their  petition 
to  the  King,  V.  26.  Chatham's  opinion 
of  their  proceedings,  34.  Franklin's 
Articles  of  Confederation  proposed  in 
the,  91.  Appoint  a  committee  to  con 
fer  with  Lord  Howe,  97.  Report  of 
the  committee  respecting  the  inter- 
view, 106.     Proposed  meeting  of  a,  in 
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New  York,  VII.  298.  Importance  of 
unanimity  in  the,  VIII.  132.  Com- 
mittee appointed  by,  to  confer  with 
Washington  respecting  the  army,  1G0. 
Secret  committee  of  correspondence, 
when  constituted,  1G3.  Their  mea- 
sures censured  as  unfavorable  to  con- 
ciliation, 177.  Appoint  commissioners 
to  Canada,  178.  Of  constituting  them 
a  supreme  legislature,  181.  Recom- 
mend the  distribution  of  papers  among 
the  Hessian  troops,  185.  Of  their 
bills  drawn  on  the  American  commis- 
sioners in  France,  249.  Their  reso- 
lution in  compliment  to  Dr.  Price, 
354.  Remonstrance  of  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes  against  their  resolutions  re- 
specting paper  money  held  by  foreign- 
ers, 478  Those  resolutions  explained, 
499.  Of  the  aid  of  France  to  meet 
the  drafts  of,  500.  Remarks  on  their 
issue  of  paper  money,  506.  Comment 
of  Verge nnes  on  their  resolution,  or- 
dering drafts  on  Franklin,  515.  Em- 
barrassment occasioned  by  their  drafts, 
520.  Their  instructions  respecting 
representations  to  the  French  court, 
534.  Accept  the  mediation  of  Russia 
and  Austria,  IX.  47.  Refuse  to  ac- 
cept Franklin's  resignation,  71.  Of 
their  bills  drawn  on  the  ministers  in 
Europe,  74.  Difficulty  of  meeting 
those  bills,  145.  Their  acts  relative 
to  spoliations  of  the  enemy,  and 
claims  of  loyalists,  426.  Their  instruc- 
tions to  the  commissioners  for  nego- 
tiating peace,  relative  to  communicat- 
ing with  the  French  cabinet,  458. 
Ratify  the  treaty  of  peace,  X.  56. 
Their  resolves  to  place  no  party  to  a 
commercial  treaty  on  a  better  footing 
than  France,  138.  Character  of  the, 
in  1784,  153.  Security  to  the  people 
derived  from  the  mode  of  election  of 
its  members,  177.  First  petition  of,  to 
the  King  and  Parliament,  433. 

Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Frank- 
lin's general  views  respecting  the,  V. 
155.  Progress  in  its  adoption,  X.  337. 
Remarks  on  the,  345.  Its  progress, 
349,  350,  360,  409.  p 

Constitutions,  American,  Franklin  re- 
quests leave  to  publish  them  in 
France,  IX.  503.  Translated  and  pub- 
lished in  Paris,  X.  39. 

Convention  for  forming  the  Constitution, 
proposals  for  consideration  in  the,  V. 
142.  Franklin's  speech  in,  on  salaries, 
144.  And  motion  for  prayers  in  the, 
153.  His  speech  at  the  conclusion  of 
its  deliberations,  155. 

Convention,  commercial,  proposed  by 
Mr.  Hartley,  IX.  416. 

Convention  of  Deputies  from  the  sever- 


al towns  in  Massachusetts,  their  pe- 
tition to  the  King,  11.  485. 

Conway,  General,  conversation  of 
Franklin  with,  on  American  affairs, 
VII.  354.  Another  conversation  with, 
385. 

Cook,  Captain,  passport  granted  by 
Franklin,  for,  V.  122.  His  voyages, 
X.  111.  Copy  sent  to  Franklin  by  the 
King's  order,  125. 

Cookery,  modes  of,  at  sea,  II.  109.  Its 
quality  at  sea,  VI.  493. 

Cool  Thoughts  on  the  Present  Situation 
of  our  Public  Affairs,  object  for  which 
it  was  written,  IV.  78. 

Cooper,  Sir  Grey,  Franklin's  conver- 
sation with,  relative  to  his  post  of 
deputy  postmaster-general,  VII.  406. 
Writes  respecting  the  treatment  of 
Colonel  Laurens  in  the  Tower,  VIII. 
517. 

Cooper,  Samuel,  Franklin's  letter  to, 
quoted,  on  the  relation  of  the  colonies 
to  Great  Britain,  III.  67.  His  letter 
on  the  Hutchinson  Letters, quoted, 421. 
Curious  incident  relating  to  Franklin's 
letters  to,  VII.  440.  Refers  to  a  ru- 
mor respecting  the  conduct  of  Frank- 
lin in  regard  to  the  fisheries  in  nego- 
tiating the  treaty  of  peace,  X.  6. 

Copper,  account  of  a  mine  of,  in  the 
Jerseys,  VI.  107.  On  covering  houses 
with,  329.  Description  of  the  mode 
of  doing  this,  335. 

Copper  coinage,  for  the  United  States, 
projected,  VIII.  383.  Suitable  devices 
for,  384. 

Cork  balls,  electrical  experiments  with, 
V.  330. 

Corn,  remarks  on  the  price  of,  II.  355. 
Effect  of  the  British  laws  relative  to 
the  exportation  of,  356. 

Cornbury,  Lord,  Queen  Anne's  in- 
structions to,  relative  to  liberty  of  con- 
science, IV.  86. 

Cornwallis,  Lord,  his  capitulation,  IX. 
95.  His  exchange  for  Mr.  Laurens 
suggested,  263,  292,  319.  Is  discharg- 
ed from  his  parole  by  Franklin,  327. 

Cour,  Mathon  de  la,  some  of  his 
writings  mentioned,  X.  212.  Frank- 
lin's compliment  to  him,  239. 

Court  of  the  Press,  account  of  the,  II. 
508. 

Cowper,  William, Franklin's  opinion 
of  his  poetry,  IX.  221. 

Craven  Street  Gazette,  II.  233  to  240. 

Credit,  circumstances  on  which  that  of 
individuals  depends,  II.  426. 

Cremona,  effect  of  lightning  on  a  church 
in,  V.  467. 

Crigan,  Claudius,  Bishop  of  Sodor 
and  Man,  his  complimentary  letter  to 
Franklin,  X.  183. 
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Criminal  law,  its  impolitic  severity,  II. 
479. 

Croghan,  Colonel,  his  agency  in  re- 
gard to  Walpole's  Grant,  VII.  355. 

Crown  Officers,  their  independence  of 
the  people  a  violation  of  the  colonial 
charters,  VII.  529. 

Cumberland,  Duke  of,  Governor  Pow- 
nall's  memorial  to,  respecting  barrier 
colonies,  III.  69. 

Currency,  on  the  importance  of  estab- 
lishing a,  in  America,  VII.  321.  Pro- 
clamation of  Queen  Anne  for  pro- 
ducing uniformity  in  the,  VIII.  115. 
See  Paper  Money. 

Cushing,  Thomas,  his  letters  to  Frank- 
lin and  Dr.  Cooper  quoted,  IV.  419. 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly  of  Massa- 
chusetts, VIII.  492. 

Customs,  objectionable  method  of  col- 
lecting, in  America,  VII.  521. 


D. 


Daggestans,  their  principle  in  regard  to 
hospitality,  IV.  66. 

Dalibard,  translates  Franklin's  Ex- 
periments and  Observations  on  Elec- 
tricity into  French,  V.  175.  Repeats 
some  experiments  with  success,  176. 
His  account  of  an  electrical  experi- 
ment at  Marly,  288. 

D'Allone,  his  charities,  VII.  202. 

Dalrymple,  Sir  John,  his  discovery 
of  classical  writings  in  the  Escurial 
library,  VIII.  470.  His  memorial 
mentioned,  472 ;  and  given  at  length, 
547. 

Dalrymple,  his  plan  prepared  in  con- 
cert with  Franklin,  for  benefiting  dis- 
tant, unprovided  countries,  II.  377. 

Dampier,  extract  from  the  Voyages  of, 
on  the  subject  of  water-spouts,  VI. 
183.  And  on  the  customs  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Mindanoo,  393. 

Dana,  Francis,  his  conference  with 
Count  de  Vergennes  relative  to  his 
mission  to  St.  Petersburgh,  IX.  17. 

Dartmouth,  Lord,  his  liberal  disposi- 
tion towards  the  colonists,  IV.  432. 
Franklin's  proposed  memorial  to,  V. 
79.  Succeeds  Lord  Hillsborough  ;  his 
disposition  toward  the  colonies,  VIII. 
11,  18,  19.  Petition  to  the  King  pre- 
sented to,  22.  Franklin's  conversa- 
tion with,  respecting  it,  25.  Another 
conversation  with,  on  American  affairs, 
28.  General  change  of  feeling  in  re- 
gard to,  36.  His  desire  to  heal  the 
difficulties,  38.  Details  of  a  conver- 
sation between  Franklin  and,  43.  Pre- 
sents the  petition  to  the  King,  47. 
Petition  for  the  removal  of  Hutchinson 
and  Oliver  presented  by,  100. 


Darwin,  Erasmus,  account  of  his  in- 
terview with  Franklin,  VI.  410. 

Davenport,  Sarah,  notice  of  her 
death,  VII.  4. 

Davy,  Sir  Humphrey,  his  remarks  on 
Franklin's  philosophical  writings,  I. 
457. 

Dead  Bodies,  of  infection  retained  in, 
after  sepulture,  VI.  433. 

Deane,  Silas,  is  appointed  agent  of 
the  United  States  in  France,  and  after- 
wards a  commissioner,  VIII.  190. 
Commended  by  Franklin,  255.  Is  in- 
structed to  communicate  with  Dr. 
Bancroft,  266.  Proceedings  of  Con- 
gress in  reference  to,  288.  Allusion 
to  the  charge  affecting  his  integrity, 
399.  His  dissatisfaction  and  objec- 
tionable conduct,  IX.  177. 

Death,  observations  on,  VII.  113. 

De  Berdt,  is  recognised  as  agent  of 
Massachusetts,  IV.  504. 

Deeorre,  Major,  VIII.  391. 

Debt,  catechism  relative  to  the  British 
National,  V.  120. 

Declamation,  importance  of  studying 
the  art  of  public,  VII.  55. 

Dedications,  uselessness  of,  IX.  232. 

Delaware  Counties,  Secretary  Logan's 
letter  on  the  proprietary  right  to  the 
government  of  the  three,  III.  573. 

Delaware  Indians,  anxiety  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania  to  involve  the 
province  in  war  with  the,  III.  471. 

Delaware  River,  respecting  fortifications 
on  the,  VII.  28.  Lottery  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  them,  32. 

Delfino,  Chevalier,  communicates  to 
Franklin  his  election  as  a  member  of 
the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  in 
Padua,  IX.  197. 

De  Lor,  repeats  the  electrical  experi- 
ments of  Franklin,  V.  176. 

Denmark,  use  of  stoves  in,  VI.  53. 
Seizure  of  American  prizes  in  Nor- 
way, by  officers  of,  VIII.  407,  425, 
433.  Explanation  of  it,  462.  Her 
capture  of  American  vessels  referred 
to,  IX.  171.  Courtesy  of  the  King 
to  Franklin,  286.  Of  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce between  the  United  States  and, 
487,  510.  Her  seizure  of  American 
vessels,  511.  Of  a  treaty  with,  529, 
537.     Progress  of  the  treaty,  X.  29. 

Denny,  William,  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, his  conversations  with  Frank- 
lin, 1.  214.  Is  well  received,  III.  506. 
Continues  the  system  of  his  predeces- 
sor, 507.  Declares  his  inability  to 
recede  from  the  proprietary  instruc- 
tions, 517.  Asks  a  conference  with 
the  Assembly  relative  to  a  bill  for  sup- 
plies, 518.  His  objections,  519.  Re- 
jects the  bill,  524.     Induces   the  As- 
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sembly  to  pass  a  bill,  waving  their 
objections  to  the  proprietary  instruc- 
tions, 527.  Remarks  on  his  adminis- 
tration, IV.  102.  His  misunderstand- 
ing with  the  Proprietors,  VII.  171. 

Desaguliers,  his  experiment,  proving 
that  no  pernicious  vapors  arise  from 
hot  iron,  VI.  57. 

De  Saussure,  on  the  attraction  of 
mountains,  VI.  371 ;  X.  274. 

Deux-Ponts,  Prince  de,  applies  to 
Franklin  relative  to  commercial  rela- 
tions between  Bavaria  and  the  United 
States,  IX.  526. 

Dialogue  between  Franklin  and  the 
Gout,  II.  194.  Between  X.  Y.  and  Z., 
concerning  the  present  state  of  affairs 
in  Pennsylvania,  object  with  which  it 
was  written,  III.  84.  Between  France, 
Spain,  Holland,  Saxony,  and  America, 

V.  116. 

Diamond  Necklace,  affair  of  the,  X.  231. 

Diary,  Franklin's,  extracts  from,  1.579. 

Dickinson,  John,  Preface  to  the  Speech 
of  Joseph  Galloway  in  reply  to,  IV. 
101.  His  "  Farmer's  Letters  "  quoted, 
251 .  Extract  from  one  of  his  speeches 
in  reference  to  Franklin,  VII.  268. 

Dictionary,  Spanish  and  Arabic,  pub- 
lished by  the  Royal  Academy  of  His- 
tory of  Madrid,  X.  309.  Need  of  a 
commercial,  352. 

Digbv,  Admiral,  communicates  to 
Washington  the  opening  of  negotia- 
tions for  peace,  IX.  380. 

Digges,  T.,  his  interview  with  Mr. 
Adams,  on  the  subject  of  negotiations 
for  peace,  IX.  186.  Nature  of  his 
mission,  191.  His  embezzlement  of 
money  designed  to  relieve  American 
prisoners,  IX.  15,  341. 

Discoveries,  importance  and  extent  of 
modern,  II.  73. 

Diseases,  effect  of  cold  air  in,  VI.  386. 

Disputation,  advantage   of  modesty  in, 

VI.  325. 

Dissenters,  respecting  the  charge  of  per- 
secution brought  against  the  Ameri- 
can, II.  113.  Benefits  likely  to  result 
to  the,  from  a  change  of  the  proprie- 
tary government  of  Pennsylvania  to 
a  royal  one,  IV.  83.  Their  rights  in 
Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire, 
88. 

Dissertation  on  Liberty  and  Necessity, 
Pleasure  and  Pain,  Franklin's,  alluded 
to,  I.  57;  VIII.  405. 

Divine  Goodness,  on  confidence  in  the, 

VII.  261.     Acknowledgment  of  the, 
297. 

Divining  rod,  Chief  Justice  Oliver's 
account  of  its  properties,  quoted,  II. 
41. 

Dodd,  William,  VIII.  199. 


Dolls,  playful  remark  on,  VIII.  374. 

Domien,  account  of,  V.  348. 

Dove,  his  success  in  conducting   the 

English    School  in   Philadelphia,   II. 

143. 
Dreams,    art    of    procuring     pleasant, 

Drinking,  remarks  on,  addressed  to 
Abbe  Morellet,  II.  222.  The  same 
translated,  225. 

Dubourg,  Barbeu,  his  Translation  of 
Franklin's  writings  on  electricity, 
noticed,  V.  180.  His  parallel  be- 
tween the  theories  of  Nollet  and 
Franklin,  514.  His  translation  no- 
ticed, VI.  408.  His  edition  of  Frank- 
lin's writings  mentioned,  VIII.  117. 

Duelling,  remarks  on,  X.  107. 

Du  Fa  ye,  his  vitreous  and  resinous 
electricity  identical  with  the  positive 
and  negative  states,  observed  by 
Franklin',  V.  177. 

Dumas,  Charles  W.  F  ,  account  of, 
VIII.  162.  Franklin's  opinion  of 
some  of  his  writings,  163.  Instructed 
to  ascertain  whether  the  European 
courts  are  disposed  to  aid  the  colo- 
nies, 164.  Irritation  of  Sir  George 
Grand  with,  448.  His  difficulties 
with  the  Spanish  ambassador,  452. 
Respecting  his  appointment  and  ser- 
vices, 498. 

Dungannon  Resolutions  mentioned,  X. 
20. 

Dunkers,  their  religious  opinions,  I. 
155. 

Dunlap,  William,  mentioned,  VII. 
169. 

Dunning,  John,  appears  as  counsel  for 
Massachusetts  before  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, VIII.  110. 

Dupont,  his  Table  Economique  men- 
tioned, VIII.  405. 

Durand,  alluded  to,  VII.  357. 

Durival,  explains  the  advance  of  a 
million  of  livres  by  France  in  1777, 
X.  269. 

Dutch  Church,  at  New  York,  effect  of 
lightning  on  the,  V.  277. 

Duties  on  Exports,  impolicy  of,  IX.  38. 

Duties  on  Imports,  Abbe  Morellet  ob- 
jects to,  X.  315.  Why  levied  in  the 
United  States,  346. 


E. 


Eagle,  Bald,  a  bad  representative  of 

the  United  States,  X.  63. 
Earth,  the,  when  dry,  a  non-conductor 

of  the  electric  fluid,  V.  208.     Strikes 

into    the    clouds    in    thunder-storms. 

And    not   the    clouds   into   the,   305. 

Will  dissolve  or  mix  with  air,  VI.  128. 

On   the   advantages  of  the   different 
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strata  of  the,  212.  Cooling  of  its  sur- 
face by  evaporation,  216.  Suggestion 
of  Franklin  as  to  its  conformation,  443. 
Its  magnetic  character,  445.  Que- 
ries on  the  theory  of  the,  575. 

Earthquakes,  opinion  of  the  learned 
as  to  the  cause  of,  VI.  1.  That  the 
cause  of,  is  the  same  with  that  of 
thunder  and  lightning,  3.  Dr.  Wood- 
ward's theory  of,  4.  Mode  of  making 
artificial,  8.  Various  kinds  of,  9.  Of 
one  in  Sicily,  10.     In  Jamaica,  11. 

East,  mode  in  which  the  trade  of  the, 
was  once  carried  on,  IV.  30. 

East  India  Company,  its  pecuniary  dif- 
ficulties, VIII.  24,  29.  Its  distress, 
33,  34. 

Easton,  account  of  a  conference  with 
the  Indians  at,  VII.  125. 

Economical  Project  for  employing  sun- 
shine instead  of  candles,  in  the  city 
of  Paris,  II.  227. 

Economy  in  expenditure,  importance 
of,  VII.  346. 

Economy  of  Life,  Essays  on  the,  II.  1. 

Ecton,  birthplace  of  Franklin's  father, 
his  visit  to,  VII.  178. 

Edict  by  the  King  of  Prussia,  ironical, 

IV.  399.     Again,  VIII.  90,  91. 
Edict  of  Nantz,  effect  of  the   revoca- 
tion of  the,  IV.  33. 

Edinburgh  Courant,  passages  from  the, 
relating  to  emigration,  examined,  IV. 
459. 

Education,  its  value  in  promoting  the 
strength  and  virtue  of  a  community, 
VII.  48.  Remarks  on  Dr.  Smith's 
Scheme  of,  65. 

Edwards,  David,  his  death,  VII. 
203. 

Edwards,  Jonathan,  his  Thoughts 
concerning  the  Revival  of  Religion  in 
New  England,  referred  to,  VII.  9. 

Elective  Franchises,  enjoyed  by  the  small 
Boroucrhs  in  England,  referred  to, 
II.  489. 

Electrical  Battery,  Franklin's  construc- 
tion of  an,  V.  202. 

Electrical  Jars,  on  the  mode  of  coating, 

V.  299. 

Electrical  Machine,  simple  and  conven- 
ient form  of  an,  V.  188.  On  that 
of  Mr.  Nairne,  and  its  effect  on  the 
eyes  of  animals  killed  by  it,  479. 

Electricity,  general  account  of  the 
early  discoveries   of  Franklin   in,   V. 

173.  Of  its  identity  with  lightning, 

174.  Of  ascending  thunder,  178. 
Explanation  of  positive  and  negative, 
185.  Of  the  electrical  kiss,  187.  Of 
the  Leyden  bottle,  196.  Qualities  of 
glass  in  reference  to,  200.  Of  the 
Magical  Picture,  203.  Explanation 
of  the  causes  of  thunder- gusts,  211. 

vol.  x.  63 


Mode  of  firing  gunpowder  by,  225. 
Opinions  and  conjectures  concerning 
the  properties  of  the  electrical  matter, 
227.  Pernicious  effects  of  the  elec- 
trical fluid,  228.  Suggestions  respect- 
ing the  electrical  atmosphere,  230. 
Similarity  of  its  effects  and  those  of 
lightning,  237.  Its  power  in  fusing 
metals,  238.  Accident  occurring  dur- 
ing an  experiment  in,  255.  Unlimit- 
ed nature  of  the  force  of,  258.  Air 
a  non-conductor  of,  261.  Experiment 
to  discover  more  of  the  qualities  of 
262.  Its  effect  in  producing  mag- 
netic virtue,  263.  Its  presence  in  the 
clouds,  279.  Suggestion  of  a  region 
of  electric  fire  above  our  atmosphere, 
284.  Experiment  in,  at  Marly,  289. 
Direction  of  the  fluid,  and  utility  of 
rods,  311.  Proposed  experiment  to 
measure  the  velocity  of,  316.  Some 
experiments  in,  330.  Turkey  killed 
by,  and  its  effect  upon  the  operator, 
346.  Points  in  which  it  agrees  with 
lightning,  350.  Its  effect  in  cases  of 
paralysis,  359.  Of  the  tourmalin,  363. 
Reason  for  believing  that  the  air  has 
its  portion  of  the  common  stock  of, 
369.  How  its  density  at  different 
heights  may  be  ascertained,  370.  Long 
retained  by  the  Leyden  bottle,  380. 
That  heat  is  produced  by,  389.  Of 
the  fogs  in  Ireland,  409.  Various 
qualities  of,  414.  Analogy  between 
magnetism  and,  450.  Apparent  pro- 
duction of  magnetism  by,  accidental, 
451.  Of  a  mode  of  rendering  meat 
tender  by,  456.  Mode  of  killing  ani- 
mals by,  457.  Effect  of  a  shock  of, 
on  Franklin,  481.  Effect  of  a  vacu- 
um on  the  passage  of,  VI.  413. 

Electrics  contain  the  greatest  quantity 
of  the  fluid,  and  attract  and  retain  it 
longest,  V.  242.  Difference  between, 
and  non-electrics,  259. 

Elements  of  Criticism,  Lord  Karnes's, 
noticed,  VI.  263.     Again,  VII.  241. 

Elephants,  conjecture  as  to  whether 
they  are  natives  of  America,  VI.  275. 
Description  of  some  bones  of,  276. 

Eliot,  Jared,  notice  of,  VI.  79.  His 
tracts  on  husbandry  referred  to,  VI. 
113.  Again,  VII.  51.  Franklin's 
opinion  of  them,  56. 

Elizabeth,  Queen,  character  of  her 
government,  II.  283.  Act  of,  respect- 
ing libel,  288. 

Elphinston,  John,  his  translation  of 
the  Latin  verse,  applied  by  Turgot  to 
Franklin,  VIII.  539. 

Emblematical  Representation  of  the 
state  of  Great  Britain  and  her  colo- 
nies, IV.  456.     Alluded  to,  VII.  313. 

Embser,     Professor,     his   account  of 
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the  Bipontine  edition  of  the  classics, 
IX.  120. 

Emigration,  effect  of  the  facility  of,  on 
the  rate  of  wages  in  Europe,  II.  443. 
To  whom  it  might  prove  beneficial, 
470.  Examination  of  a  proposed  act 
of  Parliament  for  preventing,  IV.  458. 
No  legislation  required  in  reference 
to,  401.  Nor  likely  to  be  effectual, 
402.  Nor  politic,  403.  Injustice  of 
such  legislation,  404.  From  Scotland 
to  the  United  States,  IX.  480.  That 
it  multiplies  instead  of  diminishing  a 
nation,  X.  131. 

Emmons,  Nathaniel,  his  discourse  on 
the  present  of  Franklin  to  the  town 
which  bears  his   name,  X.  159. 

Enabling  Act  of  Parliament  alluded  to, 

IX.  314,  315. 

Enemy,  on  the  means  of  disposing  an, 
to  peace,  VII.  210. 
England,  intelligence  of  the  people  of, 

VII.  240.  Facility  of  travelling  in, 
290.  Disposition  of  the  people  of, 
V  III.  177.    See  Great  Britain. 

English  Language,  how  to  render  the 
study  of  it  more  general,  X.  415. 

English  School,  Sketch  of  an,  II.  125. 

Engraver,  Franklin's  remarks  to  a 
French,  on  a  print  commemorating 
American  Independence,  VIII.  277. 

Enthusiasm,  advantages  of,  VII.  453. 

Enville,  Duchess  d',  her  death,  X.  295. 

Enville,  Larochefoucauld  d',  in- 
troduces   Mr.   Gallatin    to   Franklin, 

VIII.  454. 

Ephemera,  an  Emblem  of  Human  Life, 
II.  177.  Circumstances  under  which 
it  was  written,  VIII.  473. 

Episcopal  Church,  of  the  ordination  in 
England,  of  American  clergy  of  the, 

X.  109.  Remarks  on  the  practicabili- 
ty and  expediency  of  establishing  a 
bishop  in  America,  202. 

Essays  on  Religious  and  Moral  Subjects, 
and  the  Economy  of  Life,  II.  1 . 

Estaing,  Count  d',  his  military  char- 
acter, VIII.  300.  And  judicious  con- 
duct, 307.     His  character,  457. 

Ether,  experiment  with,  to  produce  cold 
by  evaporation,  VI.  213. 

Europe,  opinions  in,  respecting  the 
American  war,  VIII.  494.  Prevail- 
ing spirit  of  liberty  in,  X.  321. 

Evans,  Cadwallader,  promotes  the 
culture  of  silk,  VII.  454,  485,  512, 
527,  535. 

Evans,  John,  is  appointed  deputy -gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania,  III.  100.  At- 
tempts to  unite  the  territories  and  the 
province,  and  disagrees  with  the  As- 
sembly, 101.  Expresses  to  the  As- 
sembly the  resentment  of  the  pro- 
prietary, 179.     Refers  to  the  charter 


of  privileges  as  the  only  rule  of  gov- 
ernment, 181.  Protects  Logan,  the 
Secretary,  against  the  Assembly,  185. 

Evans,  Lewis,  his  map  of  the  middle 
colonies  referred  to,  IV.  320.  Again, 
together  with  his  Essays,  VI.  110. 
Mentioned,  VIII.  125. 

Evaporation,  of  cooling  by,  V.  379. 
Of  oil,  VI.  129.  Production  of  cold 
by,  209.  Experiment  with  ether,  for 
producing  cold  by,  213.  Cooling  of 
water  by,  214.  And  of  the  body,  215. 
Surface  of  the  earth  and  vegetation, 
210.     Same  subject,  255. 

Examination  of  Dr.  Franklin,  in  the 
British  House  of  Commons,  extracts 
from  its  Journals  on  the  subject,  IV. 
101. 

Exchange,  true  principles  of,  II.  199. 
On  the  par  of,  400. 

Excise,  difference  between  an,  on  con- 
sumption, and  a  duty  on  importation, 
IV.  181. 

Executive  department  of  the  plan  of 
union  in  1754,  III.  37. 

Exercise,  comparative  view  of  various 
kinds  of,  V11I.  12. 

Exportation  of  provisions,  difficulties 
arising  from  the  act  of  Pennsylvania, 
relative  to  the,  III.  485. 

Exports,  impolicy  of  duties  on  Ameri- 
can, IX.  38. 


Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  how  grad- 
uated, VI.  508. 

Fair  Play,  respecting  the  French  indem- 
nity for  the  brigantine,  VIII.  470. 

Faith,  utility  of,  VII.  75.  Remarks 
on,  184. 

Famine,  provision  made  in  China 
against,  II.  381. 

Farish,  his  account  of  stilling  waves 
by  oil,  VI.  355. 

Farmer  s  Letters,  quoted,  relative  to 
the  carelessness  with  which  acts  of 
Parliament  are  passed  on  the  subject 
of  the  colonies,  IV.  251.  Franklin's 
preface  to  the,  257.  Lord  Hillsbor- 
ough's opinion  of  the,  VII.  391. 

Faucitt,  William,  mentioned,  IX. 
113. 

Felons,  on  the  transportation  of,  to 
America,  II.  495. 

Fenelon,  his  remark  to  the  Pretender 
quoted,  II.  279. 

Fermentation,  generation  of  wind  by, 
VI.  190. 

Fevers,  conjecture  respecting  the  cause 
of  the  cold  and  hot  fits  of  some,  VI.  97. 

Fevre,  Franklin's  servant,  mentioned, 
VIII.  173. 

Filangieri,   Gaetano,   his   work    on 
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the   Science   of  Legislation,  X.   233. 
His  death,  359. 

Fitosqfia  Frankliniana,  Toderini's  ac- 
count of,  VI.  351. 

Finances,  American,  their  condition  in 
1780,  VIII.  460.  Remarks  on,  507. 
Their  disordered  state  in  1781,  IX. 
97. 

Finley,  President,  his  experiment, 
showing  the  inflammability  of  the  sur- 
face of  certain  rivers  in  New  Jersey, 
VI.  416. 

Fire,  a  cause  of  earthquakes,  VI.  2. 
Some  of  its  properties,  37.  Certain 
phenomena  of,  239.  On  securing 
houses  from,  332.  Construction  of 
the  French  houses  in  this  respect, 
333.  Suggestion  that  it  exists  in  a 
subtile  fluid,  454. 

Fireplaces,  account  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia, invented  by  Franklin,  VI.  35. 
Old  fashioned,  38.  Those  designed 
to  warm  the  air  as  it  enters  the 
room,  described,  39.  Description  of 
the  Pennsylvanian,  44.  Manner  of 
using  it,  50. 

Fisheries,  condition  of  the,  at  the  close 
of  the  revolutionary  war,  II.  465. 
Mr.  Livingston's  vindication  of  the 
claim  of  the  United  States  to  the,  on 
the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  IX.  135. 
Of  indispensable  importance  in  a 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  381.  Dis- 
position of  Great  Britain  to  cede 
them  to  the  United  States,  405,  408, 
425. 

Fitch,  John,  his  steamboat,  X.  232. 
Certificate  of  Rittenhouse  respecting 
it,  233.     Again  mentioned,  363. 

Five  Nations,  History  of  the,  referred 
to,  VII.  18. 

Fixed  Air.    See  Mr. 

Flanders,  Franklin's  tour  in,  VII.  229. 

Flemish  Ships,  of  the  capture  of,  by 
American  privateers,  IX.  368. 

Fletcher,  Benjamin,  is  appointed 
governor  of  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, by  the  same  commission,  III. 
136.  His  controversy  with  the  As- 
sembly of  Pennsylvania,  137.  Threat- 
ens to  annex  the  province  to  New 
York,  139.  Admits  the  principle  of 
the  Quakers  upon  the  subject  of  bear- 
ing arms,  143. 

Flies,  their  tenacity  of  life,  VI.  382. 

Flora,  representation  of  Franklin  to 
the  Admiralty  court  at  Cherbourg  re- 
specting the  prize,  VIII.  453. 

Florida,  difficulty  of  finding  settlers 
for,  IV.  355.  Parliamentary  grants 
for,  369.  Government  of  East  and 
West,  as  erected  by  royal  proclama- 
tion, 375. 

Florida     Blanc  a,    Count    de,    gives 


Mr.  Jay  a  copy  of  Sir  J.  Dalrymple's 

Memoir,  VIII.  547. 

Fluid,  thoughts  on  a  universal,  and  its 
character,  VI.  458.  Application  of 
this  idea  to  the  explanation  of  some 
phenomena  of  heat  and  cold,  459. 

Fogs,  electricity  of,  in  Ireland,  V.  209. 
Suggestion  as  to  their  connexion  with 
cold  seasons,  VI.  456. 

Folger,  Peter,  his  writings,  I.  8,  9. 

Food,  proper  quantity  of,  II.  86. 

Foreign  ministers,  salaries  of,  IX.  401. 

Forth,  his  secret  mission,  IX.  205. 

Fort  Pitt,  conference  with  the  Indians 
at,  IV.  345. 

Forts,  erection  of,  in  the  back  settle- 
ments, an  inadequate  protection 
against  the  French  and  Indians,  IV. 
11.  A  few  likely  to  be  useful,  15. 
Proposal  to  prevent  the  erection  of,  in 
the  colonies,  21. 

Fothergill,  John,  his  conversation 
with  Franklin  on  the  restoration  of 
harmony  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  colonies,  V.  10.  Communicates 
to  Franklin  the  result  of  conferen- 
ces upon  the  Hints  for  accommoda- 
tion, 55.  Attends  Franklin  during 
his  illness,  VII.  150.  His  account  of 
Franklin's  examination  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  312.  His  death 
and  character,  VIII.  529.  His  ef- 
forts to  prevent  the  war  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  532.  His  character,  IX. 
493.  Dr.  Lettsom's  Memoirs  of,  X. 
267. 

Foundlings,  their  number  in  Paris,  X. 
133.     Of  hospitals  for,  148,  174. 

Fox,  Charles  James,  Secretary  of 
State,  sends  Mr.  Grenville  to  Paris  to 
arrange  the  preliminaries  of  a  treaty 
of  peace,  IX.  267.  Claims  for  his 
department  the  power  to  treat,  336. 
Resigns,  360,  365.  His  coalition  with 
Lord  North,  490.  Franklin's  esteem 
for,  X.  1. 

Fragment  of  Polybius,  Sir  W.  Jones's 
supposed,  VIII.  543. 

France,  efforts  to  engage  the  Indians 
in  the  cause  of,  III.  8.  Conduct  of 
the  Indians  in  her  interest,  IV.  7. 
Respecting  cessions  of  territory  by,  8. 
Facilities  enjoyed  by,  for  harassing 
our  frontier,  14.  Evils  which  would 
result  from  leaving  her  in  possession 
of  Canada,  16.  Of  the  aid  given  by, 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  disaffec- 
tion in  the  colonies,  44.  Check  upon 
their  growth,  which  would  be  the  re- 
sult of  her  continued  possession  of 
Canada,  46.  Invalidity  of  her  claim 
to  lands  of  the  Six  Nations  on  the 
Ohio,  329.  Compliment  paid  to 
Franklin   in,   for   his   electrical    writ- 
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ings,  VI.  162.  Of  travelling,  and 
women  in,  VII.  351).  Interest  taken 
in  American  affairs  in,  470.  Com- 
missioners to,  appointed  by  Congress, 
VIII.  190.  Supplies  of  military  stores 
furnished  by,  191.  Her  conduct  in 
regard  to  the  United  States,  235. 
Remarks  on  the  treaty  of  commerce 
with,  239.  War  of  England  with, 
would  be  fatal  to  the  reconciliation 
of  the  former  with  America,  253. 
Her  good  faith  commended,  281.  War 
between  England  and,  293.  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's view  of  her  faith,  324.  Alli- 
ance of  the  United  States  with,  an 
obstacle  to  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
312.  Objections  to  quitting  the  al- 
liance with,  316.  Character  of  the 
people  of,  327.  That  a  truce  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
would  be  for  her  interest,  332.  Of  a 
projected  invasion  of  England  by,  379. 
Of  the  aid  given  to  the  United  States 
by,  428.  Importance  of  the  alliance 
with,  439.  American  feeling  towards, 
479.  Of  the  aid  furnished  by,  to 
meet  the  drafts  of  Congress,  499.  In- 
structions to  Franklin  to  procure  a 
further  loan  in,  526.  Further  loan 
made  by,  to  the  United  States,  IX.  1. 
Declines  the  mediation  of  Russia  and 
Austria,  4.  Of  supplies  to  the  United 
States  by,  32.  Advantage  to,  of  em- 
ploying a  large  naval  force  in  this 
country,  100.  Feeling  in  America 
towards,  104.  Her  concurrence  ne- 
cessary in  the  negotiations  for  peace, 
141.  Relations  of  the  United  States 
with,  174.  The  United  States  not  to 
treat  without,  203.  Great  Britain 
proposes  a  separate  treaty  with,  204. 
Canada  offered  to,  to  induce  her  to 
treat,  210.  Answer  of  the  court  of, 
to  the  offer,  210,  213.  Her  aid  to  the 
United  States  for  1782,  260.  No  aid 
given  to  the  United  States  by,  till 
their  independence  was  declared,  274. 
Of  the  obligations  of  gratitude  for 
her  aid,  281.  Debt  of  the  United 
States  to,  383.  Substance  of  the  pre- 
liminary articles  of  peace  between 
Great  Britain  and,  442.  Application 
of  Robert  Morris  to,  for  a  loan,  445. 
Preliminary  articles  of  peace  signed 
between  Great  Britain,  Spain,  and, 
473.  Her  good  faith  in  reference  to 
the  treaty,  533.  Her  financial  diffi- 
culties, X.  28.  Placed  by  the  United 
States  on  the  most  favorable  footing 
in  regard  to  commerce,  138.  State 
of  affairs  in,  in  1787,  318.  In  1788, 
355.  Revolutionary  proceedings  and 
distracted  state  of  affairs  in,  in  1789, 
387,  409. 


Francis,  John  W.,  his  Life  of  Colden 
cited,  VI.  18,  19. 

Franklin,  Abiaii,  mother  of  Benjamin, 
I.  7,  13.     Her  death,  VII.  58. 

Franklin,  Benjamin. 

His  Life.  Good  fortune  which  ac- 
companied him  through  life,  1. 2.  Res- 
idence of  his  ancestors,  3.  His  resem- 
blance in  character  to  one  of  his  un- 
cles, 5.  His  second  cousin  Samuel 
Franklin,  6.  Marriage  of  his  father,  7. 
His  birth,  8.  His  occupations  in  child- 
hood, 10.  Account  of  his  father,  11. 
Death  of  his  parents,  and  their  monu- 
ment, 14.  His  early  reading,  15.  His 
ballads,  16.  Intimacy  with  John  Col- 
lins, 17.  Reads  the  Spectator,  18.  Re- 
sorts to  a  system  of  vegetable  diet,  19. 
Becomes  fond  of  argument,  21.  Writes 
for  his  brother's  newspaper,  23.  Ex- 
amined before  the  Council  for  a  pub- 
lication offensive  to  the  Assembly,  24. 
Determines  to  leave  his  brother,  27 
Goes  to  J\ew  York,  28.  Accident  on 
his  journey  to  Philadelphia,  30.  Ar- 
rives in  that  city,  33.  Visits  Andrew 
Bradford,  the  printer,  35.  Lodges 
with  Mr.  Read,  37.  Is  advised  by 
Sir  W.  Keith  to  set  up  in  Philadel- 
phia, 38.  Returns  to  Boston,  39.  Sir 
W.  Keith's  proposal  declined  by  his 
father,  40.  Who  consents  to  his  re- 
turn to  Philadelphia,  41.  Visits  Gov- 
ernor Burnet  of  New  York,  43.  Is 
promised  assistance  by  Sir  W.  Keith, 
45.  Abandons  the  use  of  animal  food, 
47.  Of  his  associates,  Osborne,  Wat- 
son, Ralph,  48.  Their  exercises  in 
composition,  49.  Determines,  by  the 
advice  of  Keith,  to  visit  England,  52. 
Sails  for  London,  53.  Discovers  that 
he  has  been  deceived  by  Keith,  55. 
Being  without  money  engages  to  work 
for  Palmer,  a  printer,  56.  Prints  a 
tract  upon  Liberty  and  Necessity, 
Pleasure  and  Pain,  57.  Frequents  a 
club,  consisting  of  Dr.  Mandeville 
and  others,  57.  Disagrees  with,  and 
separates  from  Ralph,  and  removes  to 
Watts's  printing  office,  59.  His  tem- 
perate habits,  59.  Mode  of  living,  61. 
His  skill  in  swimming,  63.  Engages 
in  mercantile  business  with  Mr.  Den- 
ham,  65.  Returns  to  Philadelphia,  67. 
His  plans  of  business  broken  off  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Denham,  68.  En- 
gages to  superintend  Keimer's  print- 
ing establishment,  69.  Is  ill  treated 
by  Keimer,  71.  And  separates  from 
him,  72.  Engraves  the  plates  for 
New  Jersey  paper  money,  and  prints 
the  bills,  73.  His  moral  and  reli- 
gious views,  74.  His  new  version  of 
the   Lord's  Prayer,  77.     Enters  into 
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partnership  with  Hugh  Meredith,  77. 
Forms  the  Junto,  81.  Writes  the 
Busy  Body,  84.  Anecdote  showing 
his  independence  as  an  editor,  85. 
His  separation  from  Meredith,  89. 
Writes  a  pamphlet  on  paper  curren- 
cy, 91.  Opens  a  stationer's  shop,  92. 
His  attention  to  business,  93.  Mar- 
ries Miss  Read,  96.  His  agency  in 
establishing  the  Philadelphia  Library, 
99.  Mode  of  obtaining  subscriptions 
for  it,  101.  Anecdote  of  the  silver 
spoon  and  China  bowl,  102.  His  re- 
ligious sentiments,  103.  Proposes  to 
arrive  at  moral  perfection,  105.  His 
list  of  the  virtues,  106.  Resolves  to 
give  attention  to  them  in  succession, 
109.  His  difficulty  in  practising  that 
of  order,  113.  His  project  of  a  work 
to  be  entitled,  The  Art  of  Virtue,  115. 
Proposes  to  raise  a  united  party  for 
virtue,  119.  Publishes  Poor  Richard's 
Almanac,  121.  His  mode  of  conduct- 
ing his  newspaper,  123.  Engages  in 
a  controversy  respecting  Hemphill,  a 
preacher,  125.  Studies  the  French 
and  Italian  languages,  126 ;  and  the 
Spanish,  127.  Visits  Boston,  128. 
Extension  of  the  Junto,  129.  Is  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Philadelphia, 
131.  Proposes  an  improvement  in 
the  city  watch,  and  establishes  a  fire 
company,  133.  Becomes  intimate 
with  Whitefield,  136.  Forms  part- 
nerships in  the  printing  business,  142. 
Proposes  a  Philosophical  Society,  144. 
His  agency  in  providing  means  of  de- 
fence in  the  Spanish  war,  144.  Forms 
an  association  for  that  purpose,  145. 
His  invention  of  a  fireplace,  156.  His 
Proposal  relating  to  the  Education  of 
Youth,  158.    Establishes  an  Academy, 

159.  Becomes   one   of  the   trustees, 

160.  Forms  a  partnership  with  David 
Hall,  161.  His  electrical  experiments, 
162.  Is  chosen  a  member  of  the  As- 
sembly, 162.  Is  appointed  a  commis- 
sioner for  making  a  treaty  with  the 
Indians,  163.  His  agency  in  estab- 
lishing the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
164.  His  advice  to  Gilbert  Tennent, 
167.  Suggests  plans  for  cleaning,  pav- 
ing, and  lighting  the  streets  of  Phila- 
delphia, 168,  169 :  and  for  cleaning 
those  of  London,  170.  Is  appointed 
postmaster-general  for  America,  175. 
Attends  the  general  convention  at 
Albany,  as  a  delegate,  176.  Proposes 
a  plan  of  union  of  the  colonies,  177. 
Has  an  interview  with  Governor  Shir- 
ley, 178.  Assists  Mr.  Quincy  in  pro- 
curing aids  for  New  England,  181. 
Visits  General  Braddock's  army,  183. 
Procures  horses  and  wagons  for  the 


army,  184.  His  services  commended 
by  Braddock,  but  ill  rewarded,  193. 
Engages  in  forming  a  society  for  the 
relief  and  instruction  of  Germans  in 
Pennsylvania,  195.  Is  appointed  a 
commissioner  for  appropriating  the 
public  money  for  military  defence, 
197.  Is  commissioned  to  take  charge 
of  the  frontier,  and  erect  a  line  of 
forts,  197.  Marches  with  troops  to 
fulfil  this  commission,  198.  His  op- 
erations at  Gnadenhutten,  199.  Be- 
comes acquainted  with  the  Moravians 
at  Bethlehem,  203.  Returns  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  is  chosen  colonel  of*  a 
regiment,  204.  Declines  accepting 
the  Governor's  proposal  to  conduct  an 
expedition  against  Fort  Duquesne, 
207.  Account  of  his  electrical  exper- 
iments, 208.  Is  elected  a  member 
of  the  Royal  Society,  212.  Receives 
the  Copley  medal,  213.  His  conver- 
sations with  Governor  Denny,  214.  Is 
deputed  by  the  Assembly  to  present  a 
petition  to  the  King,  and  to  act  in 
England  as  the  agent  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, 216.  His  interview  with  Lord 
Loudoun,  216.  Sails  from  New  York, 
222.  His  account  of  the  voyage,  223. 
Arrives  in  England,  226.  Object  of 
his  agency  in  England,  232.  Peter 
Collinson  and  Mrs.  Stevenson,  233. 
Mr.  Strahan  and  Governor  Shirley, 
234.  Begins  the  business  of  his  mis- 
sion, 235.  Refutes  charges  that  had 
been  made  against  Pennsylvania,  237. 
Becomes  acquainted  with  Basker- 
ville,  242.  Advises  the  conquest  of 
Canada,  248.  Visits  Scotland,  and 
receives  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws, 

249.  Gives  to  Lord  Karnes  a  copy 
of  the    Parable   against   Persecution, 

250.  Remarks  on  the  authorship  of 
that  piece,  251.  Business  of  his  agen- 
cy brought  to  a  successful  issue,  253. 
Receives  public  money  for  Pennsyl- 
vania, 258.  Tour  through  Holland 
and  Flanders,  259.  Experiments  on 
the  tourmalin,  259 ;  on  evaporation, 
260.  His  observations  and  theory  of 
northeast  storms,  262.  Invents  the 
Armonica,  263.  The  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Laws  conferred  upon  him  at 
Oxford,  267.  Sails  from  England  and 
arrives  at  Philadelphia,  269.  Travels 
through  (he  northern  colonies,  271. 
Disputes  between  the  Assembly  and 
governor,  280.  Franklin  writes  on 
the  subject,  282.  Chosen  speaker  of 
the  Assembly,  283.  Appointed  agent 
to  go  to  England,  and  solicit  a  change 
of  government,  285.  Arrives  in  Eng- 
land, 289.  Opposes  the  Stamp  Act, 
294.     Examined  before  Parliament  on 
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the  subject  of  its  repeal,  298.  Writes 
on  political  affairs,  312.  Appointed 
agent  for  Georgia,  316.  His  opinion 
of  the  Farmer's  Letters,  317.  Mem- 
ber of  numerous  societies,  319.  Pro- 
motes the  culture  of  silk,  319.  On  a 
committee  for  protecting  the  Cathe- 
dral of  St.  Paul's  from  lightning,  321. 
Appointed  agent  for  New  Jersey, 
323.  Appointed  agent  for  Massachu- 
setts, 328.  Singular  interview  with 
Lord  Hillsborough,  329.  Journey  to 
the  North  of  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland  ;  Priestley,  Percival,  Dar- 
win, Kippis,  Price,  331.  Meets  Lord 
Hillsborough  in  Ireland,  332.  Dr. 
Shipley,  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  335. 
Singular  conduct  of  Lord  Hillsbor- 
ough, 338.  Writes  an  elaborate  paper 
in  favor  of  Walpole's  Grant,  340.  On 
a  committee  for  examining  the  Pow- 
der Magazines  at  Purfleet,  342.  Con- 
troversy about  pointed  and  blunt  con- 
ductors, 343.  Interviews  wilh  Lord 
Dartmouth,  345.  Abridges  the  Book 
of  Common  Prayer,  352.  Experiments 
to  show  the  effect  of  oil  in  stilling 
waves,  353.  Transmits  Hutchinson's 
letters  to  Massachusetts,  356.  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Assembly  concerning 
them,  360.  Presents  the  petition  for 
the  removal  of  Hutchinson,  363.  Case 
heard  before  the  Privy  Council,  365. 
Intercourse  with  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr., 
372.  Death  of  his  wife,  373.  Family 
incidents  and  relations,  274.  Presents 
the  petition  of  the  first  Continental 
Congress  to  the  King,  377.  Visits 
Lord  Chatham  at  Hayes,  379.  Plays 
at  chess  with  a  sister  of  Lord  Howe, 

380.  Dr.  Fothergill  and  Mr.  Barclay 
consult  him  on  the  terms  of  a  recon- 
ciliation between  the  two   countries, 

381.  Draws  up  a  paper  containing 
his  ideas  of  the  subject,  382.  His 
paper  shown  to  the  ministers,  383. 
Requested  by  Lord  Chatham  to  be 
present  when  he  offered  a  motion  in 
the  House  of  Lords  relating  to  Amer- 
ica, 385.  Assists  Lord  Chatham  in 
preparing    a    plan   of   reconciliation, 

386.  Chatham's  compliment  to  him 
in  a  speech  in  the   House  of  Lords, 

387.  Negotiation  continued,  389.  Is 
unsuccessful,  390.  Sails  for  America, 
391.  Chosen  a  member  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  393.  Drafts  a  plan 
of  Confederation,  397.  Appointed 
Postmaster-general,  398.  Member  of 
the  Secret  Committee,  399.  One 
of  the  commissioners  to  the  army 
at  Cambridge,  400.  Chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania, 
401.     One  of  the  commissioners  to 


Canada,  403.  On  the  committee 
for  drafting  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, 406.  Interview  with 
Lord  Howe  on  Staten  Island,  414. 
Appointed  one  of  the  commissioners 
to  the  Court  of  France,  416.  Arrives 
at  Nantes,  418;  at  Paris,  419.  Im- 
pression produced  by  his  arrival  in 
France,  420.  Audience  of  Count  de 
Vergennes,  422.  Purchases  arms  and 
military  supplies  fcr  Congress,  424. 
Troublesome  applications  of  foreign 
officers,  426.  Recommends  the  Mar- 
quis de  Lafayette,  428.  Treaties  of 
amity  and  alliance  between  France 
and  the  United  States,  429.  Intro- 
duced to  the  King,  434.  Secret  ad- 
vances made  to  Franklin  for  effecting 
a  reconciliation  between  England  and 
the  United  States;  Hutton,  Pulteney, 
Hartley,  439.  Numerous  personal 
friends  ;  interview  with  Voltaire,  445. 
Enmity  of  Arthur  Lee  to  Franklin, 
and  its  causes,  447  ;   of  Ralph  Izard, 

451.  Arts  of  his  enemies  in  Congress, 

452.  Visited  by  Sir  William   Jones, 

454.  Instructs  the  American  cruisers 
not  to  molest  Captain  Cook's  vessel, 

455.  Paul  Jones,  456.  Mr.  Vaugh- 
an's  edition  of  his  writings,  457.  As- 
sists in  procuring  a  French  army  to 
be  sent  to  the  United  States,  460.  His 
opinion  of  privateering,  461.  His 
mode  of  transacting  affairs  with  the 
French  Court,  464.  Burdened  with 
the  concerns  of  public  vessels,  467. 
Solicits  his  recall,  468.  His  opinion  of 
the  alliance  with  France,  471 .  His  per- 
sonal friends  at  Passy,  473.  Negotia- 
tions for  peace,  474.  Objects  to  Mr. 
Grenville's  commission, 476.  Proposes 
articles  of  a  treaty  to  Mr.  Oswald,  479. 
Progress  of  the  negotiation ,  481 .  Fish- 
eries, 484.  Loyalists,  485.  Treaty 
signed,  488.  American  commissioners 
sign  the  treaty  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  French  court,  489.  Count  de 
Vergennes's  letter  on  the  subject,  490. 
Franklin's  reasons,  496.  Error  cor- 
rected, 497.  Contract  respecting  loans, 
498.  Definitive  treaty  signed,  502. 
One  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  King  of  France  to  investigate 
animal  magnetism,  503.  Treaty  with 
Prussia,  506.  Leaves  Passy,  508. 
Sails  for  America,  509.  Chosen  Pres- 
ident of  Pennsylvania,  512.  Member 
of  the  Convention  for  forming  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  513. 
His  religious  opinions,  515.  Requests 
Congress  to  settle  his  accounts,  525. 
His  last  illness  and  death,  529.  Pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  on  the  occasion, 
533,  592. 
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His  opinions,  and  facts  relating  to  him. 
Origin  of  the  Junto,  II.  9.  Account 
of  the  origin  of  the  Busy  Body,  13. 
His  account  of  the  Way  to  Wealth,  92. 
Its  extraordinary  circulation,  93.  Ac- 
count of  his  Parable  against  Persecu- 
tion, 118.  Paper,  a  Poem,  his  author- 
ship of  it  doubtful,  J  61.  His  Baga- 
telles, 164.  Humorous  Dialogue  be- 
tween him  and  the  Gout,  194.  His 
fondness  for  reading  about  China,  241. 
His  authorship  of  the  Inquiry  into 
the  Nature  and  Necessity  of  a  Paper 
Currency,  254.  Doubts  as  to  his  au- 
thorship of  the  Essays  on  Govern- 
ment, 278.  Origin  and  character  of 
the  Remarks  and  Facts  relative  to  the 
American  Paper  Money,  340.  Excel- 
lence of  his  article  on  the  Price  of 
Corn  and  the  Management  of  the  Poor, 
360.  Account  of  his  essay  on  the 
Slave-Trade,  517.  Origin  of  his  Plain 
Truth,  III.  1  Of  the  Papers  relating 
to  a  Plan  of  Union  of  the  Colonies,  22. 
The  plan  drawn  by  him  and  accept- 
ed, 24.  Evidence  that  his  attention 
had  been  for  some  time  turned  to  the 
subject,  25.  Account  of  the  origin 
of  his  Letters  to  Governor  Shirley, 
56.  No  change  in  his  opinions  rela- 
tive to  the  power  of  Parliament  over 
the  colonies,  67.  His  view  as  to  the 
expediency  of  establishing  colonies 
beyond  the  Alleganies,  69.  Circum- 
stances under  which  his  Militia  Bill 
was  drawn  and  passed,  78.  Interest 
taken  by  him  in  the  controversies 
between  the  proprietary  governors 
and  the  Assemblies,  108.  As  to  his 
authorship  of  the  Historical  Review 
of  the  Constitution  and  Government 
of  Pennsylvania,  10S.  His  remarks 
on  a  Protest  against  his  Appointment 
as  Agent  of  Pennsylvania,  IV.  143. 
Vindication  of  his  conduct  as  agent, 
144.  His  relations  with  the  Proprie- 
tors, 150.  Report  in  the  Assembly  on 
his  accounts,  153.  His  Examination 
before  the  House  of  Commons  relative 
to  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  161. 
His  views  of  Pownall's  scheme,  for 
an  equal  communication  of  rights 
and  privileges  to  America,  201.  His 
Answer  to  Strahan's  Queries,  rel- 
ative to  American  Affairs,  261.  Not 
the  author  of  the  Boston  Report  in 
1772,  381.  Account  of  transactions 
relative  to  the  Hutchinson  Letters, 
405,  409.  Manner  in  which  the  letters 
came  to  his  possession,  411.  And  in 
which  they  were  transmitted  to  this 
country,  412.  Acknowledges  himself 
responsible  for  obtaining  and  transmit- 
ting them,  435.     Whately's  chancery 


suit  against  him,  437.  His  answer  to 
the  bill  in  equity,  438.  Not  in  fault  in 
regard  to  the  duel  between  Temple 
and  Whately,  446.  Is  attacked  by 
Wedderburn  before  the  Privy  Council, 
447.  His  demeanor  on  that  occasion, 
452,  453.  Removed  from  his  office  of 
deputy  postmaster-general,  455.  De- 
mands an  explanation  from  Dean 
Tucker  of  the  charge,  that  he  applied 
for  the  place  of  distributor  of  stamps, 
519.  Calls  for  a  detailed  statement 
of  the  charge.,  520.  The  charge  stated, 
521.  And  explained  by  him,  522. 
His  efforts  to  bring  about  a  reconcili- 
ation between  Great  Britain  and  the 
colonies,  V.  3.  His  first  interview 
with  Lord  Chatham,  5.  Conversation 
with  David  Barclay  on  the  subject  of 
reconciliation,  8.  With  Mrs.  Howe 
and  Dr.  Fothergill,  10.  His  Hints  for 
conversation  on  the  terms  of  union, 
12.  Interview  with  Lord  Howe,  29. 
Their  conference  respecting  an  ad- 
justment of  the  differences  between 
the  two  countries,  30.  His  sketch  of 
a  plan  of  reconciliation,  drawn  at  the 
request  of  Lord  Howe,  38.  His  Notes 
for  Discourse  with  Lord  Chatham,  re- 
lative to  his  plan  of  accommodation, 
49.  Chatham's  panegyric  on  him,  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  53.  His  con- 
versation with  Lord  Hyde,  74.  Pro- 
poses Articles  of  Confederation  and 
Perpetual  Union,  in  General  Congress, 
91.  His  Correspondence  and  Inter- 
view with  Lord  Howe,  97.  Acknowl- 
edgment to,  for  passports  granted  to 
Moravian  vessels  and  Captain  Cook, 
122.  Public  Addresses  to,  and  his  An- 
swers, 137.  His  Speech  in  the  Con- 
vention, on  Salaries,  144;  on  the  Pro- 
portion between  Representation  and 
Votes,  149.  His  Motion  for  Prayers, 
153.  Speech  at  the  Conclusion  of  its 
Deliberations,  155.  Manner  in  which 
his  attention  was  drawn  to  the  subject 
of  electricity  and  lightning,  173.  Es- 
tablishes their  identity,  174.  His  ex- 
periments successfully  repeated  in 
Europe,  176.  Jealousy  of  him,  and 
attempt  to  transfer  the  honor  of  the 
discovery  to  Abbe  Nollet,  176.  Priest- 
ley's notice  of  his  discoveries,  179. 
Accident  while  making  an  electrical 
experiment,  255.  Offers  to  serve  as 
secretary  of  a  Philosophical  Society, 
VI.  17.  Logan's  account  of  him  in 
1750.  Compliment  paid  to  his  phi- 
losophical writings  by  the  King  of 
France,  162.  His  observations  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Todd,  174  ;  to  Mr.  Col- 
den,  180.  His  account  of  a  whirlwind 
in   Maryland,  201.      His   opinion   of 
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Priestley's  philosophical  experiments, 
410.  His  religious  opinions,  VII.  6, 
8.  Part  taken  by  him,  in  the  associa- 
tion for  the  defence  of  Pennsylvania, 
22.  His  plan  of  retiring  from  busi- 
ness and  public  employments,  35. 
Notice  of  his  visit  to  New  England, 
77.  His  visit  and  return,  85.  Mor- 
tality in  his  family,  114.  Is  elected 
a  member  of  the  Society  for  the  En- 
couragement of  Arts,  Manufactures, 
&c,  124.  Is  appointed  commission- 
er to  England,  130.  His  arrival  in 
London,  and  illness,  149.  Is  injured 
by  a  fall,  257.  His  second  mission  to 
England,  266.  His  arrival,  283.  Re- 
turn to  America,  292.  Is  elected 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  294.  Ac- 
count of  the  descendants  of  his  grand- 
father in  England,  326.  His  family 
connexions  in  England,  348.  Visits 
France,  358.  Attempt  to  remove  him 
from  his  place  of  deputy  postmaster- 
general,  405.  State  of  his  health  in 
1762,  424.  Respecting  the  report  of 
his  willingness  to  accept  office  under 
the  British  government,  443.  His 
appointment  and  instructions  as  agent 
for  New  Jersey ,  460.  Appointed  agent 
for  Massachusetts,  490,  493.  His  sen- 
timents in  regard  to  resigning  his 
place  in  the  postoffice,  490,  493.  Of- 
fence taken  at  some  of  his  letters  to 
America,  sent  back  to  England,  507. 
His  interview  with  Lord  Hillsborough 
on  the  subject  of  his  appointment  as 
agent,  509.  His  agency  in  procuring 
Walpole's  Grant,  VIII.  1.  His  agree- 
able situation  in  Europe,  15.  Is  elect- 
ed into  the  Royal  Academy  in  Paris, 
13.  His  conversation  with  Lord  Dart- 
mouth, 43.  Vindicates  his  conduct 
as  agent  of  Massachusetts,  55.  Sug- 
gests a  mode  of  printing  on  earth- 
en ware,  94.  Is  dismissed  from  his 
office  of  deputy  postmaster-general, 
113.  His  treatment  in  England  in 
consequence  of  his  transmitting  the 
Hutchinson  Letters,  117.  French  edi- 
tion of  his  writings  mentioned,  117. 
His  portrait,  by  Chamberlin,  118. 
Abused  by  his  enemies,  136.  Is  ap- 
pointed by  Congress  one  of  the  com- 
missioners to  Canada,  178.  Commis- 
sioner and  afterwards  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary to  France,  190.  His  descrip- 
tion of  his  own  person,  202.  Purposes 
for  which  he  was  sent  to  France,  203. 
Is  commissioned  to  treat  with  Spain, 
205.  His  remarks  respecting  Arthur 
Lee's  conduct  in  regard  to  the  com- 
missioners' accounts,  260.  Refuses  to 
accede  to  Lee's  demand  respecting 
drafts  on  the  American  banker,  272. 


His  remarks  on  the  proposition  of  M. 
de  Weissenstein,  278  His  mode  of 
living  in  France,  313.  Receives  his 
credentials  as  minister  plenipotentia- 
ry and  is  presented  to  the  King,  350. 
His  situation  in  France,  401.  Re- 
quests permission  to  return  from 
France,  IX.  5.  His  remarks  upon  his 
enemies,  21.  Congress  refuse  to  ac- 
cept his  resignation,  71.  His  inter- 
view with  Count  de  Vergennes,  76. 
Is  appointed  a  commissioner  for  nego- 
tiating peace,  77.  Loss  of  his  papers 
deposited  with  Mr.  Galloway,  78. 
His  remarks  to  Messrs.  Kornmann 
relative  to  a  claim  of  relationship,  92. 
His  remarks  on  M.  de  Neufville's 
scheme  of  a  loan,  107.  Declines  to 
open  negotiations  without  the  con- 
currence of  France,  141.  His  diffi- 
culty in  meeting  the  drafts  of  Con- 
gress, 146.  His  remarks  on  the  con- 
duct of  Deane,  177.  His  Journal  of 
the  Negotiation  for  Peace,  238.  His 
conversation  with  Mr.  Oswald,  243 ; 
whom  he  introduces  to  Count  de 
Vergennes,  246.  Accompanies  Mr. 
Grenville  on  an  interview  with  that 
minister,  273.  Desires  that  Mr.  Os- 
wald may  be  sent  to  treat,  280.  An- 
ecdote respecting  the  visiting  card 
of  Prince  Bariatinski  and  the  Count 
du  Nord,  285.  Visits  the  Spanish 
ambassador  with  Mr.  Jay,  350.  Com- 
plains of  the  British  delay  in  open- 
ing the  negotiation,  360.  Justifies 
the  proceedings  in  regard  to  Captain 
Asgill,  375.  Count  de  Vergennes 
complains  to  him,  that  the  prelimina- 
ries between  the  British  commission- 
ers had  been  concluded  without  com- 
munication with  the  French  cabinet, 
449.  His  reply,  450.  Exchanges  full 
powers  with  the  Swedish  ambassador, 
460.  Declines  visiting  England,  475. 
Justifies  the  signing  of  the  treaty 
without  communication  with  the 
French  court,  533.  His  comment 
on  the  report,  that  he  did  not  oppose 
the  hostile  views  of  France  relative 
to  the  fisheries  and  boundaries  of  the 
United  States,  in  concluding  the 
treaty,  X.  6,  10.  Asks  to  be  recalled 
from  France,  49.  Replies  to  the  ob- 
jection of  a  defect  of  form  in  ratifying 
the  treaty,  97.  Is  elected  a  member  of 
the  Royal  Academy  of  History  at  Ma- 
drid, 104.  His  relations  with  his  son, 
121.  His  present  to  the  town  of 
Franklin,  158.  Takes  leave  of  Count 
de  Vergennes,  166.  His  charges  as 
minister  plenipotentiary,  184.  Leaves 
Passy  for  Havre,  201.  Of  his  Abridg- 
ment of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
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207.  Arrives  in  the  United  States, 
223.  Is  congratulated  by  Washing- 
ton on  his  return,  227.  Rumor  of  his 
capture  by  the  Algerines,  230.  Of  a 
proposed  edition  of  his  writings  and 
his  Memoirs,  240.  Is  elected  Presi- 
dent of  Pennsylvania,  245.  His  do- 
mestic circumstances  in  1786,  251. 
His  occupations  and  amusements,  257. 
Inquires  of  Mr.  Grand  concerning  a 
million  of  livres  advanced  by  the 
French  government,  2G5.  Dissuades 
Thomas  Paine  from  publishing  an  irre- 
ligious work,  281.  The  million  of 
livres  advanced  by  France  supposed  by 
him  to  have  been  paid  to  Beaumarchais, 
285.  His  personal  circumstances,  301. 
Is  again  elected  President  of  Penn- 
sylvania, 303.  His  reminiscences  of 
some  of  his  friends,  304.  His  kind- 
ness to  his  sister,  326.  Is  elected 
President  a  third  time,  337.  Progress 
of  his  Memoirs,  368,  393,  397.  His 
account  of  his  public  labors  and  their 
compensation,  368.  Sketch  of  his 
services  to  the  United  States,  371. 
Asks  for  a  settlement  of  his  accounts, 
375  ;  which  are  unsettled  at  his 
death,  378.  The  only  credit  claimed 
by  him  in  reference  to  the  Parable 
against  Persecution,  401.  Stuber's 
Continuation  of  his  Autobiography, 
404.  His  religious  opinions,  423.  His 
explanation  of  the  advance  of  a  mil- 
lion of  livres  by  France,  441. 

Franklin  family ,  account  of  the,  I.  539. 
Genealogy  of  the,  546. 

Franklin,  James,  brother  of  Benja- 
min, who  is  bound  to  him  as  an  ap- 
prentice, I.  16.  Publishes  the  New 
England  Courant,  22.  Proceedings  of 
the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  against 
him,  24.  Is  prohibited  from  printing 
the  paper,  25.  Differences  between 
the  brothers,  26.  His  death,  28. 
Their  reconciliation,  128. 

Franklin,  Jane,  acrostic  on  her  name, 
VII.  183.     See  Mecom,  Jane. 

Franklin,  John,  notice  of  his  death, 
VII.  112. 

Franklin,  Josiah,  father  of  Benjamin, 
his  removal  to  New  England,  I.  7. 
Described,  11.  His  character,  12.  His 
monument,  13, 14. 

Franklin,  Peter,  brother  of  Benja- 
min, his  death,  VII.  309. 

Franklin,  Samuel,  VII.  347. 

Franklin,  Sarah,  Franklin's  daughter, 
advice  to,  VII.  267.  Of  her  marriage  to 
Mr.  Bache,  346.    See  Bache,  Sarah. 

Franklin,  Thomas,  uncle  of  Benja- 
min, his  character,  I.  5.  VII.  179. 

Franklin,  William,  account  of,  by 
his  father,  VII.  42.      Mr.   Strahan's 


notice  of  him,  158.  His  interest  in 
Walpole's  Grant,  354.  Is  appointed 
Governor  of  New  Jersey,  242.  His 
relations  with  his  father,  X.  121. 
Franklin,  William  Temple,  his  ac- 
count of  the  origin  of  the  Principles  of 
Trade,  II.  383.  Scheme  for  remov- 
ing him  from  the  office  of  Franklin's 
private  secretary,  VIII.  372,  374.  Re- 
commended by  Franklin  to  Congress, 

IX.  6.  Again,  X.  49.  Mentioned,  86, 
88,  89.  Applies  himself  to  agricul- 
ture, 251,  258,  299. 

Fran/din,  a  new  State  of  the  name  of, 

X.  260.  Its  name  and  condition,  X. 
266,  290. 

Franklin,  town  of,  present  of  books 
by  Franklin  to  the,  X.  158,  182. 

Franklin  Stove,  account  of  the,  VI.  34. 
Description  of  the,  52.  Saving  of 
wood  by  the,  54.  Its  other  advanta- 
ges, 55.  Difference  between  it  and 
the  Dutch  stove,  56.  Its  utility  in 
preventing  the  consumption  of  wood, 
59.     How  set  up,  60. 

Free  Ships  make  Free  Goods,  equitable- 
ness  of  the  rule,  VIII.  458.  Asserted 
by  several  of  the  European  courts, 
463,  466,  467.  Established  by  the 
Armed  Neutrality,  490. 

French  Army,  in  America,  suggestion 
that  they  be  furnished  with  provisions 
there,  VIII.  521. 

French  Language,  its  universality,  X. 
414. 

French  Peasant,  manuscript  of  a,  in 
respect  to  treaties,  IX.  360. 

Frey,  Baron  de,  introduced  to  Wash- 
ington, VIII.  221. 

Fusion  of  metals  by  lightning,  reasons 
for  believing  that  it  is  cold,  V.  240. 
This  idea  rejected,  374.  Not  a  cold, 
VI.  257. 

Future  State,  remarks  in  regard  to  a, 
X.  149,  174. 


G. 


Gabriel  of  Bourbon,  Prince,  account 
of  his  version  of  Sallust,  VIII.  167. 

Gage,  Thomas,  General,  his  conduct 
towards  the  citizens  of  Boston,  II.  502. 
His  protection  of  the  Indians,  IV.  77. 
His  letters  referred  to,  on  the  subject 
of  colonization,  361.  His  proceedings 
as  Governor  of  Massachusetts  in  1774, 
VIII.  133.  His  conduct  after  the  affair 
at  Lexington,  153.  His  perfidy  to- 
wards the  people  of  Boston,  156. 

Gain,  definition  of,  in  its  relation  to 
trade,  II.  388. 

Gallatin,  Albert,  introduced  to 
Franklin,  VIII.  454. 

Galloway,   Joseph,    preface    to    the 
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speech  of,  on  the  subject  of  a  petition 
to  the  King  for  changing  the  proprie- 
tary government  of  Pennsylvania  in- 
to a  royal  one.  Circumstances  under 
which  it  was  written,  IV.  101.  Biog- 
raphical notice  of,  VII.  276.  His  re- 
marks relative  to  a  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Philadelphia,  302.  His 
commendation  of  Franklin  for  his 
agency  in  procuring  the  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act,  VII.  318.  Franklin's  con- 
fidence in  his  good  wishes,  VIII.  102. 
His  plan  of  a  union  of  the  colonies 
with  Great  Britain  transmitted  to  Eng- 
land, 144.  Its  objectionable  charac- 
ter, 145.  Loss  of  Franklin's  papers 
left  in  charge  of,  IX.  79.  Same  sub- 
ject, X.  122. 

Gambier.  Commodore,  his  discreet  con- 
duct in  America,  VII.  547. 
Gardoqui,    appointed    minister    from 
Spain  to  the  United  States,  X.  140. 
His  disposition,  141. 
Gavelkind,  benefit  of  the  law  of,  X.  205. 
Gebelin,  Antoine   Cour  de,  notice 
of,  IX.  27. 

Genlis.  Madame  de,  her  writings  men- 
tioned,' IX.  230. 

Gentleman's    Magazine,  its    notice   of 
Franklin's  Examination,  VII.  328. 
Geometry,  utility  of,  II.  67. 
George  the  Third,  his  political  stud- 
ies,  VIII.   283.     See   King  of  Great 
Britain  and  Great  Britain. 
Georgia,     account     of     parliamentary 
grants  for,  IV.  369.     Her  accession  to 
the  confederacy,  V.  85.     Franklin  ap- 
pointed  agent   of,   410.     Address   of 
her   Assembly  to   the    King,  quoted, 
425.     Of  land  claims  in,  526. 
Gerard,  introduced  to  R.  Peters,  VIII. 
221.     His  appointment  as  minister  of 
France  to  the  United  States,  257. 
Germain,  George,  Lord,  his  hostility 
to  the  colonies,  VIII.  171.    Approves 
Lord  North's  conciliatory  bill,  245. 
Germans,  their  character  and  habits  in 
Pennsylvania,  VII.  71.     Their  rapid 
emigration  to  this  country,  72. 
German  Stove,  account  of  the,  VI.  44. 
Germany,  commercial  jealousy  of  the 
States  of,  IV.  29.     Franklin's  sugges- 
tion of  making   a  tour  in,  VII.  320. 
His  visit  to,  326.     Conduct  of  princes 
of,  in  sending  troops  to  America,  con- 
demned, VIII.  215.     Character  of  the 
Emperor  of,  X.  165. 
Gillon,  Commodore,  commissioned  to 
procure  ships  of  war  for  South  Caro- 
lina, VIII.  287.     His  difficulty  with 
William  Jackson,  IX.  54. 
Ginseng,  American,  referred  to,  VII.  15. 
Glass,  its  electrical  qualities,   V.  200. 
The  force  of  the  Ley  den  bottle  con- 


sists in  the,  201.     Great  quantity  of 
electric   fire   in,  208.      Accumulation 
of  the   electric  fire  proved  to   be  in 
the,  223.     Impossibility  of  forcing  the 
electric  fluid  through,  242.     The  fluid 
strongly   attracted  by,  244.     Reasons 
of  the  electrical  quality  of,  245.     Dif- 
ference   between    non-electrics    and, 
250.     Difference  between  the  electric- 
ity of  a  globe  of,  charged,  and  a  globe 
of  sulphur,  273.     Probable   cause  of 
the  difference,  275.     Reasons  for  sup- 
posing that  the  globe  of,  charges  posi- 
tively, 280.     Difference  in  the  quali- 
ties  of,   348.     Of  the   pores   of,   349. 
Its  impermeability,  356.    Experiments 
on,   367.      Description   of  a  singular 
tube  of,  424.     On    choosing,  for   the 
Leyden   experiment,  453.      Its  quali- 
ties, 454.    And  solvents,  454.    Wheth- 
er there  may  not  be  some  which  con- 
ducts electricity,  455.     On  the  break- 
ing of,  in  the  Leyden  experiment,  460. 
Perforation     of,    when     overcharged, 
474.     Respecting  its  density,  478. 
Glaucon,   Dialogue    between    Socrates 
and,  respecting  public  men,  II.  57. 
Gnadenhutten,    Franklin's   account   of 
his  military  operations  at,  I.  199.    His 
situation    at,   VII.    105.      March   of 
troops  to,   106.      Fort  built  at,   107. 
Number  and  position  of  the  troops  at, 
109. 
God,   Lecture   on  the   Providence  of, 
in  the  Government  of  the  World,  II. 
525.     His  goodness  shown,  526.     His 
power,  527. 

Godfrey,  Thomas,  inventor  of  the 
quadrant,  I.  81. 

Godsend,  or  the  Wreckers,  extract  from 
a  supposed  farce  of,  VIII.  318. 
Gookin,  Charles,  succeeds  Evans  as 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  some  par- 
ticulars of  his  conduct,  III.  185. 
Gordon,    William,   his    remarks    on 
Galloway's  plan  of  union,  VIII.  145. 
Gout,  Dialogue  between  Franklin  and 
the,  II.  194.     Mode  of  relieving  the 
pain  of,  VIII.  481. 

Government,  Essays  on,  II.  278,  282. 
Fitness  of  popular,  279.  Roman  views 
of,  280;  282. 

Governors,  Franklin's  proposition  rela- 
tive to  the  appointment  of,  for  the 
colonies,  V.  23.  Why  they  should 
not  be  paid  by  the  crown,  545. 
Grain,  of  bounties  on,  II.  403.  Policy 
of  France  in  regard  to  such  bounties, 
406. 
Grand,  Sir  George,  opens  a  letter  of 

M.  Dumas,  VIII.  448. 
Grand,  F.,  misunderstanding  between 
the  American  commissioners  as  to  the 
mode  of  drawing  on,  VIII.  272.    Rec- 


No.  V.] 


GENERAL    INDEX. 


507 


ognised  as  American  banker  at  Paris, 
IX.  68.  His  explanation  respecting 
the  million  of  francs  advanced  by 
France,  X.  271. 

Grand  Council,  constituted  under  the 
plan  of  union  in  1754,  III.  39.  Its 
place  of  meeting,  41.  New  election 
and  proportion  of  its  members,  42. 
Of  its  meeting,  44.  And  continuance, 
and  compensation  of  members,  45. 
Its  power,  46.  Quorum  of,  how  con- 
stituted, 52. 

Grass,  cultivation  of,  in  meadows,  VI. 
83.     Method  of  sowing,  84. 

Gravel,  remedies  for  the,  VII.  14. 

Graves,  declines  the  offer  of  being 
governor  of  Pennsylvania,  VII.  171. 

Gravitation,  some  remarks  on,  VI.  461. 

Great  Britain,  compared  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  regard  to  the  basis  of 
credit,  II.  426.  Her  interest  consid- 
ered in  regard  to  the  acquisition  of 
Guadaloupe  and  to  her  colonies,  IV. 
1.  More  benefited  by  the  blood  and 
treasure  spent  in  the  American  wars, 
than  the  colonies,  17.  The  colonies, 
the  frontier  of  her  empire,  20.  Ben- 
efits resulting  to,  from  their  growth, 
24.  Extent  of  her  trade  with  Penn- 
sylvania, 39.  The  colonies  not  dan- 
gerous in  their  nature  to,  and  why, 
41.  Importance  of  Guadaloupe  to, 
over-valued,  49.  Franklin's  letter 
concerning  the  probability  and  effect 
of  a  union  of  the  colonies  with,  156. 
Wars  in  the  colonies  not  carried  on 
at  her  expense  alone,  157.  Extent 
to  which  her  system  of  law  is  recog- 
nised in  the  colonies,  271.  Taxation 
in,  300.  Rental  of  land  in,  301.  The 
colonies  not  settled  at  her  expense, 
V.  84.  On  the  benefit  of  a  consoli- 
dating union  between  the  colonies 
and,  VII.  334.  Their  independence 
predicted,  522.  Submission  of  the  col- 
onies rendered  impracticable  by  her 
treatment  of  them,  VIII.  223.  Can 
make  no  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
without  including  France,  301.  Of  a 
truce  between  the  United  States  and, 
332.  Her  injustice  as  respects  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  435.  Scheme 
of  a  federal  union  between  the  United 
States  and,  508.  Causes  of  jealousy 
between  France  and,  IX.  164.  Her 
policy  to  separate  France  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  189.  Change  of  ministry 
in,  200,  202.  Proposes  to  France  to 
make  a  separate  treaty,  205.  Offers 
her  Canada  as  an  inducement  to  treat, 
210.  Separate  commissioners  appoint- 
ed by,  to  negotiate  treaties  of  peace, 
345.  Substance  of  the  preliminary 
articles  of  peace  between  France  and, 


442.  Articles  of  treaty  signed  be- 
tween France,  Spain,  and,  473.  Terms 
of  the  peace  not  approved  in,  489. 
Remarks  on  the  government  of,  X. 
67.  Political  disorders  in,  68.  Her 
desire  to  preserve  the  peace  of  Eu- 
rope, 197. 

Great  States,  one  advantage  of,  VIII. 
431. 

Greene,  Catherine,  her  marriage, 
VII.  244. 

Greene,  Nathanael,  General,  his 
military  services  in  South  Carolina, 
IX.  95. 

Gregory,  his  remarks  on  colds  quoted, 
VI.  393. 

Grenada,  government  of,  as  erected  by 
royal  proclamation,  IV.  375. 

Grenville,  George,  his  proposal  to 
raise  a  revenue  in  America,  VII.  339. 
His  extravagances  in  Parliament,  369. 
Anecdote  of,  372.  His  sentiments 
respecting  American  affairs,  549. 

Grenville,  Thomas,  sent  by  Mr.  Fox 
to  Paris  respecting  the  negotiation  of 
a  treaty  of  peace,  IX.  267.  Is  intro- 
duced by  him  to  Franklin,  271.  His 
conversation  with  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes,  273.  Declares  himself  com- 
missioned to  treat  with  France  and  her 
allies,  297.  His  commission  in  terms 
applicable  to  France  only,  299.  Ex- 
plains the  character  of  his  commis- 
sion, 305.  Receives  authority  to  treat 
with  France  and  her  allies,  310.  Pro- 
fesses to  have  received  full  powers  to 
treat,  331.  By  whom  commissioned, 
336.  His  faith  doubted  by  Count  de 
Vergennes,  338. 

Grew,  Theophilus,  noticed,  VII.  63. 

Griffith,  Hannah,  her  lines  on 
Franklin  quoted,  VII.  270. 

Gronovius,  his  remark  on  Franklin's 
account  of  the  Pennsylvania  fireplace, 
VI.  64. 

Guadaloupe,  interest  of  Great  Britain 
considered  in  regard  to  the  acquisition 
of,  IV.  1.  Importance  of  retaining,  23. 
Her  merits  to  Great  Britain,  over- 
valued, 49. 

Gulf  Stream,  its  effect  on  the  motion 
of  vessels,  VI.  485.  How  generated, 
486.  Its  temperature,  487.  Tables 
of  observations  of  the  temperature  in 
crossing  the,  498.     Chart  of  the,  504. 

Gunpowder,  mode  of  firing,  by  the  elec- 
tric fluid,  V.  225. 


H. 


Hackney  Coaches  in  London,  mention- 
ed, VII.  143. 

Hail  always  draws  down  the  electrical 
fire,    V.   337.     Suggestion   as   to  the 
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origin  of,  VI.  131.  Conjectures  re- 
specting, 455. 

Haldimand,  General,  his  account  of 
the  resolution  of  the  colonies  relative 
to  tea,  IV.  506. 

Hales,  Stephen,  his  suggestion  re- 
specting ventilation,  VI.  310. 

Hall,  David,  becomes  Franklin's  part- 
ner in  business,  I.  161.     Account  of, 

VI.  30.     Again  referred  to,  VII.  29. 
Hallowell,  commissioner,  ineffectual 

attempts  to  arrest,  VIII.  134. 

Hamilton,  Andrew,  acts  as  deputy- 
governor  of  Pennsylvania,  III.  158. 

Hamilton,  James,  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, his  message  to  the  Assembly 
relative  to  the  bill  restraining  the  use 
of  paper  in  the  northern  colonies,  III. 
213.  Negatives  a  bill  for  the  issue  of 
additional  paper,  217.  Message  of 
the  Assembly  to,  on  again  sending 
up  the  currency  bill,  226.  Another 
message  to,  respecting  Indians  affairs, 
229.  Accepts  the  currency  bill  with 
amendments,  231.  Which  are  rejected 
by  the  Assembly,  232.  Calls  on  the 
Assembly  for  a  levy  and  supplies  in 
consequence  of  the  French  war,  255. 
His  assent  requested  to  the  currency 
bill,  257.  His  message  relative  to  the 
paper-money  instructions,  259.  Bill 
of  the  Assembly  for  an  aid  to  the 
King  returned  by  him  with  amend- 
ments, 267.  Proceedings  of  the  As- 
sembly thereon,  268.  His  reply,  270. 
Paper-money  bill  rejected  by  him, 
280.      His    appointment    alluded    to, 

VII.  34.  Difficulty  with,  in  regard 
to  the  taxation  of  the  estate  of  the 
Proprietors,  172. 

Hamilton,  Sir  William,  VI.  373.  His 
experiment  on  the  torpedo,  374. 

Haneurv,  the  grant  to  him  and  others 
of  lands  on  the  Ohio,  IV.  336. 

Handel,  some  defects  in  the  musical 
compositions  of,  noticed,  VI.  270. 

Happiness,  in  what  consists  true,  II. 
70.  Verses  on,  addressed  to  Abbe  de 
la  Roche,  220. 

Harrison,  Benjamin,  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, requests  Franklin  to  engage  an 
artist  for  a  statue  of  Washington,  X. 
116. 

Hartmann,  John  F.,  his  compliment 
to  Franklin,  VII.  326. 

Hartley,  David,  his  exertions  in  fa- 
vor of  reconciliation  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain,  VIII. 
175.  His  efforts  to  relieve  American 
prisoners,  234.  His  secret  mission 
with  propositions  for  peace,  267.  His 
conversation  with  Franklin  on  the 
subject,  268.  His  suggestion  as  to 
the   mode   of  procuring    peace,  301. 


His  proposal  of  a  truce  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  332; 
and  suggestion  of  a  plan  of  negotia- 
tion, 336.  Franklin's  comment  on  his 
plan,  346.  His  plan  for  securing 
theatres  from  fire,  IX.  112.  His  ac- 
count of  proceedings  for  promoting 
negotiations  for  peace,  118.  His  in- 
terview with  Lord  North  on  the  sub- 
ject, 121.  Misapprehension  in  regard 
to  his  conciliatory  propositions  cor- 
rected by  Franklin,  149.  His  breviate 
laid  before  the  British  ministry,  216. 
His  interview  with  Lord  Shelburne, 
294.  Before  whom  he  lays  prelim- 
inaries of  peace,  296.  Proposes  to 
Franklin  a  commercial  convention, 
416.  His  Supplemental  Treaty  men- 
tioned, 505.  Suggests  some  supposed 
defects  of  form  in  ratifying  the  treaty 
of  peace,  X.  96.  His  objections  refut- 
ed, 97. 

Harvard  College,  present  of  Franklin 
to,  V.  363.  Respecting  a  telescope 
and  books  for,  VI.  305. 

Havana,  on  the  capture  of,  VII.  243. 

Hawley,  Joseph,  VIII.  99. 

Health,  Franklin's  rules  of,  II.  86. 

Heart,  on  the  motion  of  blood  in  the, 
VI.  68.  Dilatation  of  the  ventricles 
of  the,  70.  Heat  produced  by  the 
action  of  the,  98. 

Heat  produced  by  electricity  in  passing 
through  substances,  but  not  always, 
and  why,  V.  374.  Its  effect  in  ren- 
dering glass  permeable  by  electricity, 
381.  Evidence  that  it  is  produced  by 
electricity,  389.  Its  effect  upon  air, 
VI.  36.  Relative  to  conductors  of, 
and  their  qualities,  205.  Imbibed  from 
the  sun's  rays  by  cloth  of  different 
colors,  257.  Remarks  on  conductors 
of,  VI.  439.  Suggestion  that  it  was 
originally  in  a  fluid  state,  447.  La- 
voisier's experiments  on,  IX.  228,  235. 

Hedges,  Franklin's  inquiries  relative 
to  the  mode  of  planting,  VI.  ]  11. 

Helvetius,  Madame,  dream  addressed 
to,  in  French,  II.  202.  The  same 
translated,  204.  Petition  of  the  Cats 
to,  in  French,  206.  Translation  of 
the  same,  214.     Her  cats,  X.  317. 

Hemp,  fitness  of  the  soil  of  the  Ohio 
for  its  production,  IV.  350.  Amount 
of,  imported,  351. 

Hemphill,  a  preacher,  controversy  re- 
specting, I.  125. 

Hendrick,  the  Mohawk  chief,  his 
speech  at  the  meeting  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  colonies  at  Albany, 
quoted,  III.  22. 

Henry  the  Seventh,  his  policy  in  re- 
gard to  libel,  II.  287. 

Hereditary,  ironical  suggestion  to  ren- 
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der  offices  of  state,  X.  55.  Why  es- 
tates should  not  be,  99. 

Herschel,  William,  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  VI.  569. 

Hessians,  recommendation  of  Congress, 
that  papers  be  distributed  among  the, 
VIII.  185. 

Hewson,  Mary,  X.  256.  See  Ste- 
venson, Mary. 

Hewson,   William,   brief   notice    of, 

VII.  151.  Franklin's  remarks  on  his 
proposal  of  marriage  to  Miss  Steven- 
son, 471.     His   death  and  character, 

VIII.  121. 

High  Church  Factor,  anecdote  of  a, 
X.  170. 

Hillsborough,  Lord,  his  conduct  re- 
lative to  Walpole's  grant,  IV.  302. 
His  view  in  regard  to  inland  colonies 
in  America,  315.  Evidence  of  his 
views  afforded  by  his  conduct,  358. 
Brief  account  of  his  administration, 
528.  His  plan  for  dissolving  the 
American  parliaments,  530.  His  char- 
acter, VII.  378.  His  conversations 
with  Franklin,  on  the  subject  of  paper 
money,  381 .  His  plan  for  defence  in 
America,  390.  His  opinion  of  the 
Farmer's  Letters,  391.  Restored  to 
office,  411.  Objects  to  Franklin's  ap- 
pointment as  agent  for  Massachusetts, 
503.  His  character,  506.  His  inter- 
view with  Franklin  on  the  subject  of 
that  appointment,  507.  Character  of 
his  measures,  529.  His  meeting  with 
Franklin  in  Ireland  and  courtesy  to 
him,  556,  564,  565.  His  removal, 
VIII.  10.  Refuses  to  receive  Frank- 
lin, 13.  His  removal  again  mention- 
ed, 18.     Anecdote  of,  75. 

Hints  for  a  Reply  to  the  Protests  of 
certain  Members  of  the  House  of  Lords 
against  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act, 
IV.  206. 

Historical  Reviews  of  the  Constitution 
and  Government  of  Pennsylvania,  cir- 
cumstances under  which  it  was  writ- 
ten, III.  106.  Introduction  to  the, 
112.  Details  respecting  the  author- 
ship, VII.  208. 

Hodgson,  William,  VIII.  415.  Rec- 
ommended as  consul  in  London,  X. 
50. 

Holdernesse,  Lord,  his  letter  to  the 
governor  of  Pennsylvania,  III.  251. 

Holland,  benefits  and  disadvantages  of 
the  iron  stoves  used  in,  VI.  43.  Frank- 
lin's tour  in,  VII.  229.  Loan  of  the 
United  States  in,  guarantied  by  the 
King  of  France,  VIlI.355.  Her  rela- 
tions with  England,  389.  Of  a  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and,  452. 
Her    hostile    demonstrations    against 


England,  464.  Of  American  affairs  in, 
519,  522.  Difficulty  of  procuring  a  loan 
in,  IX.  19.  Franklin  stops  the  pay- 
ment of  money  in,  48,  49.  Little  aid 
to  be  expected  from,  69.  Impolicy 
of  the  large  purchases  made  in,  102. 
Of  the  loan  in,  147.  Movement  in, 
favorable  to  the  United  States,  188, 
202.  Cessation  of  arms  offered  by 
Great  Britain  to,  206.  Her  disposi- 
tion towards  the  United  States,  233. 
Difficulty  respecting  a  loan  in,  261. 
Russian  mediation  offered  to,  317. 
Declined,  331. 

Hollis,  Thomas,  his  memoirs  and 
character,  X.  21. 

Homer,  his  Odyssey  quoted,  relative 
to  the  duty  of  hospitality,  IV.  63; 
and  treatment  of  a  captive  enemy, 
64. 

Honesty,  importance  of,  VII.  143. 

Honors,  of  ascending  and  descending, 
X.  59. 

Hope,  remarks  on,  VII.  184. 

Hopkins,  Governor,  his  report  on  the 
population  of  Rhode  Island,  IV.  38. 

Hopkinson,  Francis,  his  new  game 
of  cards  mentioned,  IX.  505. 

Hopkinson,  Thomas,  his  discovery  of 
the  power  of  points  to  throw  off  the 
electrical  fires,  V.  182.  Sketch  of  his 
life,  VI.  87. 

Horatio,  Dialogue  between  Philoclea 
and,  concerning  Virtue  and  Pleasure, 
II.  46.  Second  Dialogue  on  the  same 
subject,  51. 

Horse,   value   of  the,   in    agriculture, 

VII.  434. 

Horse-race,  electrical,  how  contrived, 
V.  371. 

Hosack,  David,  his  memoir  of  Hugh 
Williamson  quoted,  relative  to  Hutch- 
inson's Letters,  IV.  441. 

Hospital,  Pennsylvania,  Franklin's 
agency  in  founding,  I.  164  -  167. 

Hospitals,  imperfect  ventilation  of,  VI. 
315.  Mention  of  several,  316.  Par- 
ticulars relative  to  the  ventilation  of 
one  in  the  island  of  Minorca,  317. 
Some  remarks  relative  to,  386.  Penn- 
sylvania referred  to,  VII.  314.  For 
foundlings,  X.  148,  174. 

Houdetot,  Countess  d',  her  fete  in 
honor  of  Franklin,  IX.  22. 

Houdon,  his  statue  of  Washington,  X. 
117.     Introduced  to  Washington,  218. 

House  of  Commons,  extracts  from  the 
journals  of  the,  relative  to  Franklin's 
examination,  IV.  161.  Their  resolve 
for  a  grant  to  the  colonists,  468.  And 
for  the  imposition  of  duties,  469.  Con- 
ciliatory bills  rejected  by  the,  in  1780, 

VIII.  480.  Certain  resolutions  of  the, 
alluded  to,  IX.  170.     Their  address  to 
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the  King  against  continuing  the  war, 
178. 

House  of  Lords,  their  address  to  the 
King  on  the  subject  of  proceedings 
in  Boston,  IV.  489. 

Houses,  importance  of  their  situation, 
as  affecting  health,  VI.  319.  On  cov- 
ering them  with  copper,  329.  And 
securing  them  from  fire,  332.  Ad- 
vantageous construction  of  the  French, 
in  this  respect,  333.  Description  of 
the  mode  of  covering  them  with  cop- 
per, 334. 

Howe,  Lord,  his  interview  with  Frank- 
lin, V.  29.  Their  conferences  relative 
to  an  adjustment  of  the  controversy  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  colonies, 
30.  His  suggestion  of  a  reward  for 
Franklin,  37.  Objects  to  Franklin's 
terms  of  compromise,  42.  Further 
suggestion  of  reward,  68.  Signifies 
Lord  Hyde's  objections  to  an  inter- 
view with  Franklin,  69.  Breaks  off 
the  negotiation  as  fruitless,  77.  Is 
appointed  commissioner  to  effect  a 
reconciliation  with  the  colonies,  97. 
Declines  to  acknowledge  the  Ameri- 
can Congress,  104.  Intended  inter- 
view of  Franklin,  Adams,  and  Rut- 
ledge  with,  mentioned,  VIII.  187. 

Howe,  Mrs.,  Franklin's  game  of  chess 
with,  introducing  political  negotia- 
tions, V.  8. 

Howe,  Sir  William,  General,  is  ap- 
pointed a  British  commissioner  to  ef- 
fect a  reconciliation  with  the  colonies, 
V.  96. 

Hume,  David,  his  compliment  to 
Franklin,  VI.  244.  His  essay  on  the 
Jealousy  of  Commerce  noticed,  VII. 
210.  Complains  of  the  prejudice 
against  his  writings,  VIII.  6. 

Humphreys,  David,  one  of  his  poems 
translated  by  Marquis  de  Chastellux, 
X.  263. 

Hunter,  Colonel,  alluded  to,  VII.  116. 

Husbandry,  some  remarks  on,  VI.  113. 

Hutchins,  Thomas,  his  memorial,  de- 
tailing his  sufferings  as  a  prisoner  in 
England,  VIII.  436.    His  services,  438. 

Hutchinson,  Thomas,  Governor,  his 
remarks  relative  to  the  correspondence 
of  Franklin  with  Governor  Shirley, 
III.  57.  His  comment  on  one  of  the 
letters,  67.  His  agency  in  effecting 
the  abolition  of  the  paper  currency 
of  Massachusetts,  IV.  178.  His  com- 
ment on  the  report  of  the  Boston  com- 
mittee in  1772,  381.  Petition  to  the 
King  for  his  removal,  430.  His  His- 
tory quoted,  444.  Hearing  before  the 
Privy  Council  of  the  petition  for  his 
removal,  447.  Obtains  a  copy  of  one 
of  Franklin's   letters  and  forwards  it 


to  England,  450.  Convenes  the  As- 
sembly of  Massachusetts  at  Cam- 
bridge, 488.  Challenges  that  body 
to  a  controversy,  relative  to  the  su- 
preme power  of  Parliament,  495.  Fur- 
ther account  of  proceedings  relative 
to  the  letters,  504.  His  conduct  as 
governor  in  1773,  VIII.  37.  His 
speech  to  the  Assembly  of  Massachu- 
setts and  its  effect,  43.  Proceedings 
of  the  Assembly  on  receiving  the 
letters,  50.  Petition  to  the  King  for 
his  removal,  53.  His  letters,  72.  On 
the  printing  of  them,  80,  81 .  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Privy  Council  in  reference 
to  his  removal,  103. 

Hutchinson's  Letters,  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  obtained 
and  sent  to  Massachusetts,  and  of  the 
proceedings  respecting  them,  I.  356. 
IV.  405-455. 

Hutton,  James,  account  of,  VIII.  230. 
His  efforts  to  bring  about  peace,  233, 
236. 

Hyde,  Lord,  Franklin's  propositions  for 
a  compromise  with  Great  Britain,  sub- 
mitted to,  V.  28.  His  opinion  of  the 
propositions,  28.  Objects  to  an  inter- 
view with  Franklin,  as  useless,  69. 
Converses  with  Franklin  relative  to  a 
compromise,  74. 

Hygrometer,  suggestion  of  a,  to  ascer- 
tain the  different  degrees  of  humidity 
of  the  air  of  different  countries,  VI. 
427.  To  be  made  of  mahogany,  429. 
View  of  a,  constructed  by  Nairne, 
449.  M.  de  Luc's,  450.  Want  of  a 
good,  VII.  52. 


I. 


Iceland,  economy  of  fuel,  in,  VI.  539. 

Impressment  of  Seamen,  Judge  Foster's 
argument  in  favor  of,  examined,  II. 
331. 

Inconveniences,  in  all  situations  in  life, 
VIII.  419. 

Independence,  American,  I.  373,  380. 
Declaration  of,  406.  Admitted  as  the 
basis  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  IX.  267. 
To  be  acknowledged  before  commenc- 
ing to  treat,  305.  Mr.  Jay's  view 
of  the  proper  mode  of  acknowledging, 
377;  Dr.  Franklin's,  389.  Not  to  be 
admitted,  except  as  an  article  in  a 
treaty,  403.  Mr.  Oswald's  instruc- 
tions on  the  subject,  407. 

Independent  Chronicle,  humorous  Sup- 
plement to  the  Boston,  V.  125. 

Indian  Corn,  Observations  on,  II.  103. 

Indian  Goods,  law  of  New  York  to 
prevent  supplying  the  French  with, 
VII.  79. 

Indian  Language,  remarks  upon,  IX.  28. 
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Indian  Trade,  on  the  power  given  by 
the  plan  of  union  relative  to,  III.  46. 
Bill  respecting,  passed  by  the  Assem- 
bly of  Pennsylvania,  431.  Not  ap- 
proved by  the  governor,  456.  To  be 
regarded  solely  as  a  British  interest, 
189.  Remarks  relative  to,  203.  Mode 
in  which  it  is  carried  on,  204.  Regu- 
lation of,  VII.  81. 

Indian  Vocabularies  desired  by  the  Em- 
press of  Russia,  X.  248.  Procured 
by  Franklin,  299. 

Indians,  remarks  concerning  the  North 
American  and   their  mode   of  life,  II. 

453.  Their  indifference  to  learning, 

454.  Mode  of  conducting  their  coun- 
cils, 455.  Their  courtesy  of  demean- 
or, illustrated  by  an  anecdote,  456. 
Their  hospitality,  458.  Dangers  to 
be  apprehended  from  the,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, III.  8.  Conduct  of  those  in 
the  French  interest,  IV.  7.  Their 
habits  of  life,  12.  Remarks  on  the 
injustice  with  which  they  are  treated, 
62.  Their  honorable  feeling,  68. 
Their  condition  in  Pennsylvania,  75. 
Plan  for  the  future  conduct  of  affairs 
with  the,  201.  True  policy  of  Great 
Britain  with  respect  to  the,  318.  Pro- 
ceedings relating  to  the  establishment 
of  a  boundary  line  between  the  prov- 
inces and  the,  341.  Difficulty  of  in- 
structing them  in  the  arts  of  life, 
VII.  67.  Mode  of  supplying  the,  78. 
Conference  with  the,  at  Easton,  125. 
Massacre  of  the,  293.  Of  the  bound- 
ary line  of  the,  395.  Proposal  to  aban- 
don the  posts  in  the  country  of  the,  396. 

Industry,  more  beneficial  to  trade  than 
money,  II.  392. 

Infection,  long  retention  of,  in  dead 
bodies  after  burial,  VI.  433.  Various 
instances  of  this,  434. 

Information  to  those  who  would  remove 
to  America,  II.  467. 

Ingenhousz,  John,  his  Queries  on 
Electricity,  and  Franklin's  Answers, 
V.  462.  Some  account  of,  VI.  406. 
Franklin's  view  of  his  philosophical 
character,  439.  His  experiment  for 
burning  wire,  448.  His  vindication 
of  pointed  conductors  alluded  to,  VIII. 
227.  His  experiments  mentioned,  395. 
His  discovery  of  the  utility  of  leaves 
in  purifying  the  air,  432.  Invited  by 
Franklin  to  accompany  him  to  the 
United  States,  X.  164.  His  commer- 
cial disasters,  333. 

Inland  Colonies  in  America,  true  poli- 
cy of  Great  Britain  in  regard  to,  IV. 
307.  Lord  Hillsborough's  views  re- 
specting, 315.  Those  of  Governor 
Wright,  319.  Their  tendency  to  in- 
crease emigration,  322. 


Inoculation,  of  the  deaths  in  Boston  by, 

VI.  118 ;  and  in  Philadelphia,  120. 
Insects,  benefits  arising  from  the  study 

of,  VI.  223. 
Instruction   in    Colleges,    remarks    on, 

VII.  44. 

Insurance  of  lottery  tickets,  VII.  32. 

Interest  of  Great  Britain  considered, 
with  Regard  to  her  Colonies,  and  the 
Acquisition  of  Canada  and  Guade- 
loupe, circumstances  under  which  it 
was  written,  IV.  1. 

Interest,  rate  of,  how  affected  by  the 
scarcity  of  money,  II.  255. 

Introduction  to  the  Art  of  Thinking, 
Lord  Karnes's,  VII.  231. 

Invention,  on  the  spirit  of,  V.  354. 

Ireland,  condition  of  the  poor  in,  VII. 
553.  Franklin's  Tour  in,  554.  Of 
the  Parliament  of,  and  their  reception 
of  Franklin,  558,  565.  Projected  un- 
ion of,  with  Great  Britain,  VIII.  84. 
Of  emigration  from,  to  America,  364. 
Whether  or  not  to  be  included  in  the 
treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, X.  21.     Of  manufactures  in,  161. 

Iron,  no  injurious  vapor  arises  from 
heated,  Desaguliers's  experiment  in 
proof  of  this,  VI.  57. 

Izard,  Ralph,  noticed,  his  dissatisfac- 
tion with  Franklin,  VIII.  230.  Mr. 
Pringle's  interview  with  Franklin,  on 
the  subject,  250.  His  complaint  of 
Franklin  relative  to  pecuniary  mat- 
ters, 358,  369. 


Jackson,  Richard,  his  letter,  contain- 
ing remarks  on  Franklin's  Observa- 
tions on  Population,  II.  321. 

Jackson,  William,  his  public  employ- 
ment, IX.  47.  Acknowledges  the 
judgment  of  Franklin,  in  stopping 
the  payment  of  money  in  Holland. 
His  controversy  with  Commodore  Gil- 
Ion,  54. 

Jackson,  parody  of  his  speech  in  favor 
of  Slavery,  II.  517. 

Jamaica,  account  of  a  great  earthquake 
in,  VI.  11. 

James,  Abel,  urges  Franklin  to  write 
his  memoirs,  IX.  479. 

James  the  First,  his  policy  in  regard 
to  libel,  II.  289. 

Jars,  Electrical,  on  the  mode  of  coat- 
ing, V.  299. 

Jay,  John,  appointed  minister  to  Spain, 
VIII.  469.  His  testimonial  respecting 
Franklin's  public  conduct,  IX.  5,  43. 
Is  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners 
for  negotiating  peace,  82.  His  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Oswald  relative  to 
negotiating,   377.      His   view    of  the 
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proper  mode  of  acknowledging  inde- 
pendence, 377.  Answers  the  charge 
brought  against  Franklin,  respecting 
his  conduct  in  regard  to  the  fisheries, 
X.  8.  Is  appointed  Secretary  of  For- 
eign Affairs,  103,  169. 

Jeannot,  the  actor,  mentioned,  VIII. 
432. 

Jebb,  John,  his  plan  of  a  federal  un- 
ion between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  VIII.  508. 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  is  appointed  a 
commissioner  to  procure  an  alliance 
with  France,  but  declines,  VIII.  190. 
Declines  the  appointment  as  a  com- 
missioner for  negotiating  peace,  IX. 
82.  Is  appointed  a  commissioner  to 
negotiate  treaties  of  commerce  in  Eu- 
rope, 102.  His  Notes  on  Virginia,  X. 
317. 

Jeffries,  John,  his  account  of  an  as- 
cent in  balloon,  alluded  to,  X.  243. 

Jenyns,  Soame,  anecdote  of,  VII.  356. 

Jews,  Comparison  of  the  Conduct  of 
the  ancient,  with  that  of  the  Anti- 
federalists,  V.  158. 

Johnson,  Samuel,  his  No'e'tica  and 
Ethica  noticed,  his  character,  VI.  125. 
Notice  of,  VII.  47. 

Johnson,  Sir  William,  his  treaty  with 
the  Six  Nations  laid  before  the  Assem- 
bly of  Pennsylvania,  III.  471.  His 
speech  to  the  Six  Nations  relative  to 
a  cession  of  land,  IV.  341.  His  death 
mentioned,  VIII.  131. 

Johnson,  William  S.,  his  account  of 
the  effect  of  the  Boston  non-importa- 
tion resolutions,  VII.  376.  His  allu- 
sion to  the  character  of  Lord  Hills- 
borough, 378.  His  account  of  the 
reception  in  England,  of  the  news 
of  riots  in  Boston,  418;  and  of  the 
neglect  of  petitions  of  the  colonies, 
439 ;  and  of  the  proceedings  of  Par- 
liament on  the  revenue  act,  466. 

Johnstone,  Governor,  British  commis- 
sioner, his  assertion  in  regard  to  Frank- 
lin denied,  VIII.  302,  443. 

Jones,  John  Paul,  supposed  letter 
from  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  to,  V.  131. 
Anecdote  of,  136.  His  conduct  in 
regard  to  the  Countess  of  Selkirk, 
VIII.  273.  Command  of  a  ship  pro- 
posed to,  by  Franklin,  274.  Instruc- 
tions to,  respecting  the  command  of 
a  frigate,  275.  Expedition  proposed 
to,  by  Franklin,  337.  Instructions  to, 
339.  Plan  for  employing,  351.  His 
activity  in  destroying  British  com- 
merce, 390.  Allusion  to  his  action 
with  the  Serapis,  393,  396.  His  con- 
duct on  the  British  Coast,  399,  402. 
His  quarrel  with  Captain  Landais, 
425.     Recommended  to  the  President 


of  Congress,  465.  His  quarrel  with 
Landais,  483,  484.  Account  of  his 
squadron,  IX.  7.  Leaves  the  service 
of  Russia,  X.  419. 

Jones,  Sir  William,  his  intended  ne- 
gotiation with  Franklin,  VIII.  365. 
His  plan  of  visiting  America,  367. 
His  Fragment  of  Polybius,  given  at 
length,  543.  His  appointment  as  a 
judge  in  Bengal,  IX.  500. 

Journal  of  the  Negotiation  for  Peace  with 
Great  Britain,  Franklin's,  IX.  238. 

Judges,  on  a  proposition  relating  to 
the  independence  of,  in  the  colonies, 
V.  22. 

Junto,  a  club  established  by  Franklin, 
its  members  described,  I.  81.  Is  ex- 
tended, 129.  Account  of  the,  II.  9. 
Proposals  and  Queries  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the,  551.  Song  written  by 
Franklin  for  the,  VII.  92.  Concern- 
ing some  members  of  the,  180.  Fur- 
ther allusion  to  the,  223.  Song  writ- 
ten for  the,  by  Franklin,  224.  Remark 
relating  to  the,  301. 


K. 


Kalm,  Peter,  VI.  110.  Again,  VII. 
37.  His  effort  to  prove  that  America 
was  discovered  before  Columbus, 
VIII.  69. 

Kames,  Lord,  his  Elements  of  Criti- 
cism, alluded  to,  VI.  263.  Notice 
of,  VII.  187.  Concerning  the  por- 
trait of  Penn  in  his  possession,  189. 
His  Principles  of  Equity  mentioned, 
197.  His  Introduction  to  the  Jlrt  of 
Thinking,  231.  His  Elements  noticed, 
241.  His  views  relating  to  a  conso- 
lidating union  between  the  colonies 
and  Great  Britain,  334. 

Keimer,  Thomas,  I.  35.  His  eccen- 
tricities, 47.  Franklin  engages  in 
business  with  him,  69.  Their  separa- 
tion, 72.  His  rivalry  of  Franklin,  in 
the  publication  of  a  newspaper,  II. 
13. 

Keith,  Sir  William,  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  advises  Franklin  to  set 
up  in  Philadelphia,  I.  38,  45.  Frank- 
lin, by  his  advice,  visits  England,  52. 
His  wanton  deception  of  Franklin, 
55.  Enters  upon  the  government  of 
Pennsylvania,  III.  187.  His  admin- 
istration, 188.  Dismisses  Logan  from 
the  office  of  Secretary,  189.  Re- 
ceives orders  from  England  to  rein- 
state him,  190.  His  controversy  with 
Lloyd,  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  191. 
Retires  from  office,  192. 

Kempel,  his  automaton  chess-player, 
X.  23. 

King  of  France.     See  France. 
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King  of  Great  Britain,  his  power  over 
naval  and  military  forces  throughout 
his  dominions,  IV.  277.  Limitations 
of  his  power,  278.  Several  of  his 
dominions  not  subject  to  Parliament, 
280.  His  rents  in  North  America, 
380.  He,  not  the  Parliament,  the 
bond  of  union  between  Britain  and 
the  colonies,  408.  Petition  to,  for  the 
removal  of  Hutchinson  and  Oliver, 
430.  Massachusetts  petition  to  the, 
VIII.  22.  Presented  to,  by  Lord 
Dartmouth,  47.  Massachusetts  peti- 
tion for  the  removal  of  the  governors 
presented  to,  100.  His  reception  of 
the  petition  of  Congress,  X.  433. 

Kinnerslev,  Ebenezer,  cornmuni- 
cates  to  Franklin  a  discovery  of  the 
various  kinds  of  electricity,  excited  by 
rubbing  glass  and  sulphur,  V.  177. 
His  character  as  a  lecturer,  257.  No- 
tice of  his  electrical  experiments,  VI. 
256. 

Kippis,  Andrew,  his  Life  of  Captain 
Cook  cited,  I.  456.  V.  122. 

Kite,  Electrical,  Franklin's  experiment 
with  the,  V.  174.  Other  similar  ex- 
periments with  the,  295.  Quantities 
of  lightning  brought  down  by  that  of 
M.  de  Romas,  437. 

Knobs,  value  of,  as  conductors,  com- 
pared with  points,  V.  393.  Their  in- 
feriority, 441. 

Kotkouski,  Count  de,  recommended 
to  Washington,  VIII.  220. 


L. 


Labor,  the  true  measure  of  value,  II. 
265.  Importance  of  applying  it  to 
useful  purposes,  450.  Its  utility,  X. 
99. 

Laboring  Poor,  superiority  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  American,  to  that  of 
those  of  other  countries,  II.  367. 

Labrador,  of  the  Moravian  mission  in, 
VIII.  496. 

Lafayette,  introduced  to  Franklin  by 
Dr.  Cooper,  VIII.  305.  His  uniting 
in  an  expedition  with  Paul  Jones  sug- 
gested, 337.  The  expedition  defeated, 
338.  Sword  presented  to,  by  Con- 
gress, 380.  Its  reception  acknowl- 
edged, 381.  His  return  to  the  United 
States,  429.  His  reception  in  Paris  in 
1782,  IX.  172.  Suggests  his  desire 
of  a  mission  to  London,  276.  Inter- 
est taken  by  him  in  the  commercial 
relations  between  France  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  X.  46.  His  services  to  the 
United  States  in  Europe,  102.  His 
reception  in  America  in  1784,  135. 
His  account  of  a  tour  in  Germany, 
247. 


Landais,  Captain,  his  misconduct  dur- 
ing the  action  with  the  Serapis,  and 
proceedings  in  consequence,  VIII. 
397.  His  quarrel  with  Commodore 
Jones,  425,  483,  484.  His  mutinous 
conduct  and  insanity,  485. 

Landriani,  Professor,  his  work  on  the 
utility  of  electrical  conductors,  no- 
ticed, V.  482. 

Languages,  learned,  inexpediency  of 
instructing  children  generally  in  the, 
II.  159.  Extent  to  which  they  should 
be  pursued,  VII.  46.  Defects  of  the 
usual  method  of  teaching,  X.  91. 

La  Roche,  Abbe  de,  Poem  on  Hap- 
piness addressed  to,  II.  220. 

Lathrop,  John,  X.  347. 

Latouche,  Captain,  his  services  as 
commander  of  a  frigate  in  America, 
VIII.  456. 

Laud,  Archbishop,  inefficacy  of  his 
attempts  to  prevent  the  emigration 
of  the  Puritans,  IV.  462. 

Laurens,  Henry,  application  of  Frank- 
lin to  Sir  Grey  Cooper  respecting, 
VIII.  514.  His  treatment  as  a  prison- 
er in  the  Tower,  517,  522.  His  mis- 
sion, 527.  His  merit,  IX.  31.  Is  ap- 
pointed a  commissioner  for  negotiating 
peace,  82.  Of  the  exchange  of  Bur- 
goyne  for,  84.  Provision  for  his  re- 
lief in  the  Tower,  105,  115.  Mr. 
Burke's  opinion  of  him,  170.  Re- 
commends Mr.  Oswald  to  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, 241.  His  conversation  with  Mr. 
Adams  respecting  the  views  of  the 
British  ministers  and  the  basis  of 
peace,  256.  Of  the  exchange  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  for,  263, 292,  319.  Declines 
acting  as  a  commissioner  for  negotiat- 
ing peace,  287. 

Laurens,  John,  suggests  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Secretary  of  Legation  in 
France,  IX.  43. 

Lavoisier,  his  experiments  respecting 
heat,  IX.  228,  235.  His  Nomenclature 
Chimique,  X.  362. 

Lead,  danger  of  using,  in  distilleries, 
VI.  279.  Its  effects  on  the  human 
constitution,  564. 

Leather,  suggestion  of  the  expediency 
of  using  a  globe  of,  for  electrical  ex- 
periments, when  travelling,  V.  282. 

Lecture  on  the  Providence  of  God  in  the 
Government  of  the  World,  II.  525. 

Lee,  Arthur,  his  account  of  Frank- 
lin's demeanor  before  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, IV.  452.  His  hostility  to  Frank- 
lin shown  by  portions  of  his  corre- 
spondence, VIII.  57.  Is  appointed  a 
commissioner  of  the  United  States  to 
procure  an  alliance  with  France,  190. 
His  reception  in  Spain,  205.  His 
conduct  in  regard  to  the  commission- 


VOL.   X. 


65 


514 


GENERAL    INDEX. 


[liNDEX, 


ers' accounts,  256.  His  complaint,  that 
he  was  not  informed  of  Gerard's  mis- 
sion, 237.  Reason  of  its  concealment 
from  him,  260.  His  demand,  that  no 
order  should  be  drawn  on  the  Amer- 
ican banker  but  by  tbe  commissioners 
jointly,  272.  Of  advances  made  to, 
by  the  commissioners,  310.  Difficul- 
ties created  by,  respecting  supplies 
for  Virginia,  321.  Evidence  of  his 
hostility  to  Franklin,  444.  Encour- 
ages Landais  to  resist  the  authority  of 
Jones,  485. 

Lee,  Charles,  General,  VIII.  169. 

Lee,  William,  his  complaint  against 
Franklin,  VIII.  358. 

Left  Hand,  petition  of  the,  II.  184. 

Leg,  The  Handsome  and  Deformed,  II. 
185. 

I^egal  Tender,  inconvenience  in  the 
colonies  of  rendering  paper  money  a, 
and  remedy  attempted  by  Parliament, 
II.  353. 

Legislature,  members  of  the,  how  to  be 
chosen,  under  the  plan  of  union,  III. 
40.  Inexpediency  of  dividing  the, 
into  two  branches,  V.  165. 

Lemaire,  Captain,  his  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing supplies  for  Virginia  in  Europe, 
VIII.  321. 

Lentmann,  J.  G.,  his  description  of  a 
stove,  VI.  544. 

Le  Roy,  David,  VI.  463. 

Letter  concerning  the  Gratitude  of  Amer- 
ica, and  the  Probability  and  Effects 
of  a  Union  with  Great  Britain;  and 
Concerning  the  Repeal  or  Suspension 
of  the  Stamp  Act,  IV.  156. 

Letter  from  China,  II.  241. 

Lettsom,  John  Coakley,  VI.  307.  His 
Memoirs  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  X.  267. 

Levee,  The,  II.  164. 

Lexington,  battle  of,  VIII.  153. 

Leyden  Bottle,  observations  on,  with  ex- 
periments proving  the  different  state 
of  its  electrical  surfaces,  V.  189.  Man- 
ner in  which  those  states  are  com- 
bined and  balanced,  191.  Experi- 
ments with  the,  192.  Further  experi- 
ments, 196.  Its  power  of  giving  a 
shock  in  the  glass,  201.  Error  of 
Nollet's  statements  in  regard  to  the, 
326.  Retains  its  electricity,  381.  Se- 
lection of  glass  for  the,  453.  M.  Vol- 
ta's  experiment,  the  same  as  that  of 
the,  476. 

Libel,  punishment  of,  among  the  Ro- 
mans, II.  286.  Policy  of  British  kings 
in  regard  to,  287.  Growing  severity 
of  English  laws  against,  till  the  time 
of  Charles  the  First,  288.  Sketch  of 
the  history  of  English  law  in  relation 
to,  296.  Principle  of  the  civil  law  in 
regard  to,  301. 


Liberty,  its  spirit  beginning  to  prevail 
in  Europe,  X.  321. 

Life,  Essay  on  the  Waste  of,  II.  77. 

Light,  suggestions  respecting  the  phe- 
nomena of,  V.  285.  Reasons  for  be- 
lieving that  it  is  distinct  from  matter, 
VI.  115.  Remark  on  Colden's  theory 
of,  122. 

Lightning,  its  identity  with  electricity, 
V.  174.  Most  dangerous  position  dur- 
ing, 220.  Vapors  most  easily  kindled 
by,  221.  Its  effects  in  melting  and 
rending  bodies  explained,  224.  Sug- 
gestion of  the  utility  of  points  in  pre- 
serving from,  236.  Similarity  between 
its  effects  and  those  of  electricity,  237. 
Its  power  of  fusing  metals,  238.  Ad- 
ditional experiments  in  reference  to, 
253.  Its  effect  in  producing  the  mag- 
netic virtue,  263.  Explanation  of  the 
cause  of  its  crooked  direction,  263. 
Its  remarkable  velocity,  267.  Ex- 
plained, 268.  Dutch  Church  at  New 
York  struck  by,  277.  M.  Dalibard's 
experiment,  showing  its  identity  with 
electricity,  288.  That  of  M.  de  Lor, 
294.  Mr.  Canton's  experiment,  297. 
Mr.  Wilson's,  298.  Commonly  strikes 
from  the  earth  into  the  clouds,  305. 
Direction  of,  and  utility  of  rods  for 
conducting  it,  311.  Particulars  in 
which  the  electric  fluid  agrees  with, 
350.  Leaves  wood  to  pass  through 
metal,  358.  Produces  heat  in  itself 
and  other  bodies  by  rapid  motion, 
374.  Its  effect  on  Mr.  Raven's  rod  in 
Charleston,  395.  And  on  Mr.  Maine's, 
396.  Probability  that  a  loud  explo- 
sion accompanies  every  flash  of,  402. 
Method  of  securing  a  powder  maga- 
zine against,  407.  Various  qualities 
of,  414.  Best  position  for  security 
from,  418.  Quick  putrefaction  of  an- 
imals killed  by,  457.  Attempt  to  ex- 
plain its  effect  on  a  church  in  Cremo- 
na, 467.  On  the  mode  of  securing 
houses  against,  VI.  241.  Effect  of, 
377.  Cause  of  explosions  by,  VII. 
237. 

Lincoln,  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War, 
asks  information  of  Franklin  on  mili- 
tary subjects,  IX.  413. 

Linnaeus,  his  mode  of  preserving  ship- 
timber  from  insects,  VI.  223. 

Linseed  Oil,  of  the  manufacture  of,  in 
the  colonies,  VI.  79. 

Lister,  his  view  of  the  causes  of  earth- 
quakes, VI.  2 

Lith,  his  obtrusive  application  to 
Franklin  answered,  VIII.  209. 

Livingston,  Robert  R.,  is  appointed 
Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  IX.  85. 
Vindicates  the  claim  to  the  fisheries, 
135.     Urges  the  necessity  of  further 
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aid  from  France,  161.  Franklin  ob- 
jects to  complying  with  his  request 
to  demand  further  aid  from  France, 
339.  Resigns  the  office  of  Secretary 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  523. 

Livingston,  F.  V.,  mentioned,  VIII. 
159. 

Lloyd,  David,  his  controversy  with 
Governor  Keith,  III.  191. 

Lloyd,  Thomas,  his  account  of  the 
state  of  things  at  Gnadenhutten,  VII. 
110.  And  of  Franklin's  conduct, 
111. 

Logan,  James,  I.  152.  As  Secretary  of 
the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania,  is 
supported  by  the  governor  against  the 
Assembly,  III.  185.  Is  dismissed  by 
Governor  Keith,  189.  Goes  to  Eng- 
land, and  returns  with  instructions  to 
the  governor  to  reinstate  him,  190. 
His  letter  on  the  proprietary  right  to 
govern  the  three  Delaware  Counties, 
573.  His  character,  VI.  95.  His  ac- 
count of  Franklin  in  1750,  100.  Be- 
comes paralytic,  110.  Biographical 
sketch  of,  VII.  24.  His  account  of 
Franklin,  38. 

Logocrraphic  Printing,  mentioned,  X. 
79. 

London,  air  of,  VII.  163.  Riots  in,  at 
the  Middlesex  election,  400.  Same 
subject,  403.  Riots  there,  in  1780. 
VIII.  472. 

London  Evening  Post,  quoted,  respect- 
ing the  power  of  the  American  Com- 
missioners to  treat  without  their  al- 
lies, IX.  322. 

Lor,  de,  his  experiment,  showing  the 
identity  of  electricity  and  lightning, 
V.  294. 

Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  their  report  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Walpole's  Grant,  IV.  303. 
Franklin's  answer,  324.  Their  rep- 
resentation to  the  King  alluded  to, 
347.  Evidence  of  their  views  of  col- 
onization, afforded  by  their  proceed- 
ings, examined,  356. 

Lottery,  account  of  the,  for  the  defence 
of  the  Delaware,  VII.  29.  On  the 
insurance  of  tickets  in  a,  32. 

Loudoun,  Earl  of,  Franklin's  inter- 
view with,  I.  216.  Anecdotes  of,  217, 
218.  Is  appointed  commander-in-chief 
in  America,  III.  484.  His  course  in 
regard  to  Franklin's  accounts  for  sup- 
plies to  the  army,  VII-  95.  Conver- 
sation of  Franklin  with,  relative  to 
the  enlistment  of  servants,  138. 

Louis  the  Fifteenth,  his  compliment 
to  Franklin  for  his  philosophical  writ- 
ings, VI.  162. 

Louis  the  Sixteenth,  VIl.  361.  See 
France. 


Louisburg,  sums  voted  by  the  Assem- 
bly of  Pennsylvania  for  the  expedition 
against,  III.  212. 

Lovell,  James,  mentioned,  VIII.  228. 

Lowndes,  Governor,  communicates 
to  Franklin  the  authority  of  South 
Carolina  to  procure  vessels   of   war, 

VIII.  287. 

Loyalists,  American,  impolicy  of  mak 
ing  provision  for,  in  a  treaty  of  peace, 

IX.  139.  No  reason  why  the  Ameri- 
cans should  indemnify,  315;  nor  to 
be  expected,  381.  Resolution  of  Con- 
gress respecting  their  claims,  427. 
Of  the  restoration  of  their  estates,  X. 
188.  Views  of  Franklin  on  the  sub- 
ject, 191.  Of  their  indemnification 
by  the  King,  324  ;  408. 

Luxury,  a  less  evil  than  is  commonly 

imagined,   II.  448.      In    the    United 

States,  X.  113. 
Luzerne,  Chevalier  de  la,  VIII.  369, 

377. 
Lyons,  compliment  of  the  Academy  of, 

acknowledged  by  Franklin,  X.  211. 


M. 


Macclesfield,  Earl  of,  his  speech,  as 
President  of  the  Royal  Society,  on  the 
presentation  of  a  medal  to  Franklin. 
V.  499. 

Madeira,  Franklin's  account  of  his  vis- 
it to,  VII.  291. 

Madrid,  election  of  Franklin  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Academy  of  History 
at,  X.  104,  116. 

Magalhaens,  or  Magellan,  John 
H.,  VI.  380. 

Magical  Circle,  VI.  104. 

Magical  Picture,  construction  of  the, 
V.  203.  Its  power,  204.  Nollet's 
examination  of  the  experiment  of  the, 
refuted  by  Mr.  Colden,  320. 

Magic  Squares,  construction  of  Frank- 
lin's, VI.  100.  His  square  of  eight, 
101. 

Magnetic  Needle,  remarks  on  Church- 
man's theorv  of  the  variation   of  the, 

V.  571. 

Magnetism,  analogy  between  electrici- 
ty and,  V.  450.  The  apparent  produc- 
tion of,  by  electricity,  accidental,  451. 
Queries  and  conjectures  relating  to, 

VI.  574. 

Mahogany,  its  fitness  for  the  purpose  of 

an  hygrometer,  VI.  428. 
Mahomet,  anecdote  of,  IV.  65. 
Mail,  established  between  Philadelphia 

and  Winchester,  VII.  123. 
Maine,  William,  effect  of  lightning 

on  his  rod,  V.  396. 
Maize,  Franklin's  Observations  on,  II. 
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103.      Mode    of   its    preparation    for 
food,  104. 

Malesherbes,  his  occupations  in  re- 
tirement, VIII.  431. 

Mallebois,  Count  de,  his  memorial 
mentioned,  respecting  the  employ- 
ment of  a  foreign  corps  in  the  United 
States,  VIII.  391. 

Manners,  their  influence  upon  popula- 
tion, II.  322.  Causes  which  obstruct 
that  influence,  323.  Effect  of  com- 
merce upon,  329. 

Mansfield,  Lord,  his  opinion  of  the 
pretended  Edict  of  the  King  of  Prus- 
sia, VIII.  90. 

Mante,  Thomas,  mentioned,  his  His- 
tory of  the  late  War  in  North  Ameri- 
ca, and  the  Islands  of  the  West  In- 
dies, VIII.  199. 

Manvfaclures,  remarks  on,  II.  366. 
Importance  of  household,  390.  Char- 
acter of  those  of  America,  474.  Prob- 
able effect  of  the  growth  of  the  colo- 
nies on  the  consumption  of  British,  IV. 
25.  Their  consumption  not  likely  to 
be  prevented  by  remoteness  from  the 
sea,  28.  How  to  be  paid  for  by  the 
colonists,  30.  Impossible  to  establish 
them  in  places  not  populous,  31.  Rea- 
sons of  this,  32.  Difficulty  of  extirpa- 
ting them,  where  they  exist,  33.  Of 
the  resources  of  the  colonists  for  es- 
tablishing, 175.  Desire  in  England 
to  prohibit  them  in  the  colonies,  V. 
17.  Extent  to  which  they  may  be 
carried  in  the  colonies,  VII.  337;  to 
which  they  are  carried,  393.  Their 
progress  in  Massachusetts,  449.  In 
Ireland,  X.  161. 

Manufacturing  Establishments,  un- 
wholesomeness  of,  VI.  402.  Their 
pernicious  influence  upon  the  purity 
of  the  air,  X.  274. 

Marbois,  Barbe,  VIII.  432.  His  com- 
mendation of  the  patriotic  efforts  of 
Mrs.  Bache,  528.  Account  of  his  in- 
tercepted letter,  IX.  463,  533.  Con- 
gratulates Franklin  on  his  return  to 
the  United  States,  X.  225. 

Mariners  Compass,  its  antiquity,  IX.  29. 

Marie  Antoinette,  VII.  360. 

Maritime  Affairs,  trouble  occasioned  by, 
to  Franklin,  VIII.  459. 

Markham,  William,  becomes  acting 
governor  of  Pennsylvania,  III.  144. 

Marly,  account  of  an  electrical  experi- 
ment at,  V.  288. 

Marriages  more  frequent  in  America 
than  in  Europe,  II.  313.  Remarks  on 
early,  VII.  413.  General  remarks  on, 
IX.  478. 

Marter,  Professor,  letters  of  introduc- 
tion requested  of  Franklin  for,  by  the 
Austrian  ambassador,  IX.  517. 


Mary,  Queen,  act  of,  respecting  libel, 
II.  288. 

Maryland,  evils  of  the  proprietary  gov- 
ernment of,  IV.  79.  Of  the  charge 
that  she  refused  her  quota  towards  the 
common  defence,  177. 

Maseres,  Francis,  proposes  the  res- 
toration of  the  confiscated  estates  to 
the  loyalists,  X.  188. 

Maskelyne,  Nevil,  ascertains  the  lat- 
eral attraction  of  mountains,  VI.  372. 
His  remarks  on  Churchman's  theory 
of  the  variation  of  the  needle,  571. 

Massacre  of  the  Conestogo  Indians, 
narrative  of  the  late,  IV.  54. 

Massachusetts,  newspapers  in,  I.  23. 
Proceedings  of  the  Assembly  of, 
against  the  publisher  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Courant,  24.  Liberty  of  con- 
science in,  IV.  88.  Of  the  abolition  of 
the  paper  currency  in,  178.  Resolves 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of, 
relative  to  Hutchinson's  letters,  426. 
Their  address  to  the  King  on  the 
same  subject,  430.  Resolve  respect- 
ing the  right  to  grant  the  money  of 
the  Province,  469.  Resolve  for  the 
convention  of  a  Congress,  471.  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Assembly  of,  on  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  475;  and 
in  reference  to  the  revenue  act  of 
1767,  476.  Their  views  relative  to 
the  power  of  Parliament,  477.  De- 
mand of  the  King  for  the  rescinding 
of  the  resolve  respecting  a  Congress, 
479.  Vindication,  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  their  conduct  in 
this  respect,  480.  Meeting  of  a  con- 
vention of  deputies  from  the  towns 
of,  485.  Their  petitions  to  the  King, 
485.  Reply  of  the  Assembly  of,  to 
Governor  Hutchinson's  challenge  to 
a  controversy  on  the  power  of  Parlia- 
ment, 495.  Address  of  the  Assembly 
of,  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  49(5. 
Their  petition  to  the  King  in  1772, 
499  ;  and  in  1773,  500.  Proceedings 
of  the  Council  of,  relative  to  the  appli- 
cation for  protection  of  the  consignees 
of  the  tea,  507.  Unsuccessful  appli- 
cation of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  King  for  the  removal  of  the 
Chief  Justice,  512.  Petition  of  the 
agents  of,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
commissioner  to  the  colonies  to  bring 
about  a  permanent  union,  V.  62.  On 
the  progress  of  manufactures  in,  VII. 
449.  Franklin  appointed  agent  for, 
489.  Her  political  relations  with 
Great  Britain,  490.  Attempt  to  vio- 
late her  chartered  rights  opposed  by 
Franklin,  494.  Hostility  in  England 
towards,  502.  Her  petition  to  the 
King  presented  by  Franklin  to  Lord 
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Dartmouth,  VIII.  22;  Lord  Dart- 
mouth presents  it  to  the  King,  47. 
Measures  adopted  in  reference  to  griev- 
ances by  the  towns  of,  37.  Petition  for 
the  removal  of  the  Governors,  52; 
presented  to  the  King,  100.  Una- 
nimity of  the  people  in  favor  of  lib- 
erty, 71.  Excitement  produced  in, 
by  the  proceedings  of  Parliament  in 
1774,  127.  Excitement  in,  in  1774, 
132.  Proposed  convention  of  dele- 
gates, 133.  Character  of  the  new 
constitution  of,  IX.  36.  Impost  of 
five  per  cent,  agreed  to  by,  X.  25. 
Justification  of  the  State  of  against 
certain  censures  in  the  British  papers, 
329. 

Mastodon,  great,  Mr.  Collinson's  de- 
scription of  some  bones  of  the,  VI. 
276. 

Mathematics,  utility  of  the,  II.  66. 

Mather,  Cotton,  remembered  by 
Franklin,  VIII.  68.  Anecdotes  of,  X. 
83. 

Mather,  Increase,  Franklin's  recol- 
lection of,  VIII.  68. 

Mather,  Samuel,  his  argument,  to 
prove  that  America  was  known  to 
the  ancients,  noticed,  VIII.  68. 

Matter,  allusion  to  Colden's  Thoughts 
on  the  various  species  of,  VI.  32.  On 
the  vis  inertia  of,  87.  Suggestion  re- 
specting the  cause  of  the  cohesion  of 
its  particles,  123. 

Mauduit,  Israel,  appears  for  Gover- 
nor Hutchinson  before  the  Privy 
Council,  on  the  hearing  of  the  peti- 
tion for  his  removal,  IV.  447.  Again 
mentioned,  VIII.  104. 

Maypole,  quarrel  respecting  a,  VII.  237. 

Mazeas,  Abbe,  his  account  of  certain 
electrical  experiments,  V.  293. 

Mazzei,  Philip,  his  residence  in  this 
country  alluded  to,  VIII.  188. 

McHenry,  James,  mentioned,  X.  135. 

McLeod,  Captain,  disengaged  partial- 
ly from  his  parole  by  Franklin,  IX. 
308. 

McVickar,  Professor,  his  account  of 
Dr.  Bard,  VI.  73. 

Meadows,  on  the  cultivation  of  grass 
in,  VI.  83. 

Meat,  of  the  mode  of  rendering  it  ten- 
der by  electricity,  V.  456. 

Mecom,  Benjamin,  VII.  10.  His  con- 
duct as  an  apprentice,  11.  Is  estab- 
lished as  a  printer  in  Antigua,  60. 
His  departure  from  Antigua,  117. 
Again  referred  to,  125. 

Mecom,  Jane,  her  domestic  misfor- 
tunes, VII.  514.  Franklin's  kindness 
to  her  shown  by  his  correspondence 
with  her,  X.  325.  See  Franklin, 
Jane. 

VOL.    X. 


Medal,  emblematic,  designed  by  Frank- 
lin, IX.  173.  Of  those  struck  in  hon- 
er  of  Franklin,  508. 

Mediation  of  Austria  and  Russia  de- 
clined by  the  King  of  Fiance,  IX.  3. 
Accepted  by  Congress,  47.  Declined 
by  England,  89.  Of  Russia  offered 
to  Holland,  317.     Declined,  331. 

Melvill,  General,  X.  133. 

Mercer,  W.,  his  description  of  a  wa- 
ter-spout at  Antigua,  VI.  143. 

Merchants,  notions  concerning  Trade 
and,  II.  418. 

Mercury,  some  account  of  preparations 
made  for  observing  the  transit  of,  VI. 
159. 

Meredith,  Hugh,  becomes  the  part- 
ner of  Franklin,  I.  77.  Their  separa- 
tion, 89. 

Mesmer,  his  pretended  cures  by  mag- 
netism, X.  75. 

Metals,  new  relation  between  water 
and,  V.  260.  Correction  of  the  mis- 
take that  they  alone  are  conductors, 
283.  Power  of  the  explosion  of,  473. 
Melting  of,  by  lightning,  not  a  cold 
fusion,  VI.  257.  Fixed  air  obtained 
by  dissolving,  VIII.  172. 

Middlesex  Election,  riots  attending  the, 
VII.  400,401. 

Militia,  in  what  respect  preferable  to 
regular  troops,  II.  494. 

Militia  Act  of  Pennsylvania,  drawn  by 
Franklin,  alluded  to,  I.  197.  III.  78. 
Again,  VII.  99. 

Militia  Bill,  remarks  on  a,  which  was 
rejected  by  the  Proprietor's  Deputy  or 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  IV.  95. 

Ministers,  Foreign,  their  expenses  usu- 
ally charged  to  public  account.  IX.  44. 
Of  their  salaries,  X.  44. 

Mirabeau,  Count,  introduced  by 
Franklin  to  Mr.  Vaughan,  X.  138. 

Mississippi,  Mr.  Livingston's  vindica- 
tion of  the  justice  of  the  claim  of  the 
United  States  as  far  west  as  the,  IX. 
129. 

Mitchell,  John,  his  tract  on  Yellow 
Fever,  mentioned,  VI.  72. 

Mitchell,  view  presented  by  his  map 
of  the  right  of  the  Six  Nations  to 
country  on  the  Ohio,  IV.  231.  His 
State  of  Great  Britain  and  America 
quoted,  355.  His  map  alluded  to, 
VII.  87. 

Modesty,  its  importance  to  the  young, 
VII.  2. 

Molesworth,  Lord,  his  view  of  the 
utility  of  stoves  in  Denmark,  VI.  53. 

Money,  effect  of  the  scarcity  of,  on  the 
rate  of  interest,  II.  255.  And  on 
trade  in  produce,  256.  On  the  im- 
migration of  laborers  and  mechanics, 
258.     On  the  consumption  of  foreign 
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goods,  259.  Its  utility  as  a  medium 
of  exchange,  265.  Its  value  as  bul- 
lion, 270.  And  as  currency,  271. 
Advantage  of  rendering  it  plentiful, 
275.  How  to  be  issued  under  the 
plan  of  union  in  1754,  III.  51. 

Montague,  Elizabeth,  VII.  335. 

Montearrey,  interview  of  Franklin 
with,  respecting  military  supplies, 
VIII.  410. 

Montesquieu,  President,  his  view  of 
the  effect  of  the  severity  of  the  penal 
code,  II.  482. 

Montgolfier,  mode  of  inflating  his 
balloon,  VI.  453.  ■•? 

Montgomery,  General,  monument  for, 

VIII.  277,   394.      Again   mentioned, 

IX.  385. 

Montgomery,  his  irregular  proceed- 
ings relative  to  a  treaty  with  Moroc- 
co, X.  34,  35,  39. 

Moore,  William,  proceedings  of  the 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  against, 
VII.  174. 

Moors,  anecdote  illustrating  the  honor 
of  the,  IV.  67. 

Moral  Algebra,  described,  VIII.  20. 
Application  of,  419. 

Morals  of  Chess,  II.  187. 

Moral  Subjects,  Essays  on,  II.  1. 

Moravian  Indians,  cruelty  on  the  fron- 
tier towards,  IX.  358. 

Moravian  Missionaries,  passports  grant- 
ed by  Franklin,  for  vessels  of,  V.  122. 
Again,  VIII.  277,  496. 

Moravians,  Franklin's  visit  to  the,  at 
Bethlehem,  1.  203. 

Morellet,  Abbe,  lines  on  drinking, 
addressed  to,  II.  222.  His  questions 
addressed  to  Franklin  respecting  mil- 
itia, and  the  answers,  494.  Some  of 
his  writings  mentioned,  X.  300. 

Morgan,  introduced  by  Franklin  to 
Lord  Karnes,  VII.  233. 

Morocco,  of  a  treaty  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and,  IX.  530.  American 
relations  with,  X.  16,  31,  34,  35. 

Morris,  Gouverneur,  introduced  by 
Franklin  to  Abbe  Morellet,  X.  383. 

Morris,  Robert,  account  of  his  efforts 
to  restore  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  IX.  59.  Of  the  necessity  of 
foreign  aid,  60.  His  account  of  the 
disposition  of  the  moneys  raised  in 
France,  66.  Effect  of  his  financial 
measures,  176.  His  remarks  respect- 
ing the  settlement  of  the  public  ac- 
counts, X.  143. 

Morris,  Robert  H.,  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  Franklin's  conversation 
with,  I.  179.  His  first  speech  to  the 
Assembly,  III.  281.  His  message  re- 
lating to  French  encroachments,  285 
Refuses  his  assent  to  a  currency  bill, 


291.  Denies  the  right  of  the  Assem- 
bly to  call  for  his  instructions,  302. 
Expostulatory  message  of,  325.  Re- 
fuses his  assent  to  a  paper  money  bill, 
334.  And  to  one  for  raising  money 
on  the  credit  of  the  province,  338. 
Requires  the  Assembly  to  furnish 
Braddock  with  provisions,  357.  But 
refuses  to  communicate  to  them  Brad- 
dock's  letter,  361.  Rejects  the  money 
bills  sent  to  him,  365.  Convenes  the 
Assembly  in  consequence  of  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  366.  Returns  their  bill 
for  a  supply,  with  amendments,  371. 
His  controversy  with  them  relative  to 
the  roads  opened  by  the  Province  for 
the  King's  forces,  400.  His  message 
respecting  his  various  topics  of  con- 
troversy with  the  Assembly,  440.  De- 
sires to  involve  the  Province  in  war 
with  the  Delawares  and  Shawanese, 
471.  Communicates  his  apprehension 
of  an  attack  from  the  Indians,  491. 
Continued  controversies  with  the  As- 
sembly, 493.  Is  superseded  by  Gov- 
ernor Denny,  506.  His  commission 
to  Franklin,  VII.  103. 

Morveau,  his  suggestion  of  the  use 
of  inflammable  air  for  inflating  bal- 
loons, VI.  453. 

Moses,  conduct  of  the  Jews  towards, 
V.  160. 

Motion  for  Prayers,  in  the  convention, 
Franklin's,  V.  153. 

Motive  with  which  benefits  should  be 
conferred,  VII.  74. 

Moulin  Joli,  account  of  the,  VIII. 
473. 

Mountains,  their  effect  on  ocean  clouds, 

V.  215.     On  the  origin  of  springs  in, 

VI.  80.  Project  of  the  Royal  Society 
for  ascertaining  the  lateral  attraction 
of,  373. 

Munro,  his  mode  of  preserving  water 

clear  and  sweet,  VI.  324. 
Muse,  visit  of  a,  VII.  344. 
Music,    Scotch,    observations    on    the, 

VI.  263.     Defects  in  the  composition 

of  modern,  269. 
Musketo   Hawks,  Sir  J.   Pringle's   ex- 
periments on,  VI.  442. 
Musschenbroek,   his    compliment  to 

Franklin,  VII.  186. 
Mutual   Improvement,   rules  of  a  club 

established  for,  II.  9. 
My    Plain    Country    Joan,  Franklin's 

song,  VII.  92. 


N. 


Nairne,  Edward,  his  patent  electri- 
cal machines,  and  the  effect  on  the 
eyes  of  animals  killed  by  it,  V.  479. 
His  hygrometer,  VI.  449. 
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Nantes,  fashions  in,  VIII.  197. 

Narrative  of  the  late  Massacres  in  Lan- 
caster county,  IV.  54 

National  Wealth,  II.  373.  See  Wealth 
of  Nations. 

Natural  History  of  America,  Franklin's 
suggestion  to  Bartram  to  write  a,  VII. 
433.  Dr.  Lettsom's  plan  for  the  in- 
vestigation of  the,  X.  268. 

Navigation,  observations  on  the  differ- 
ence of,  in  shoal  and  deep  water,  VI. 

283.  Experiment    illustrating    this, 

284.  Suggestion   of  some   improve- 
ments in,  463. 

Navigation  Acts,  views  of  the  colonists 
relative  to  the  British,  V.  15. 

Neave,  Oliver,  Franklin's  remarks 
on  a  paper  by,  on  Sound,  VI.  250. 

Necker,  his  disposition  towards  the 
United  States,  VIII.  354.  His  Ad- 
ministration des  Finances,  X.  197. 

Needle,  effect  of  lightning  on  the  mag- 
netic, explained,  V.  224. 

Negotiations  for  a  Reconciliation  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies, 
V.  2. 

Negroes,  Address  to  the  Public  from 
the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  promo- 
ting the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  the 
Relief  of  free,  unlawfully  held  in  bon- 
dage, II.  515. 

Negro  School,  mention  of  a,  VII.  201. 

Nemours,  Dupont  de,  one  of  his  works 
commended,  X.  351. 

Neufville,  John  de,  his  proposal  of 
a  loan,  VIII.  386.     IX.  106. 

Neutral  Vessels,  rights  of,  VIII.  458, 
463,  466.  Supported  by  the  Armed 
Neutrality,  490. 

Newbury,  effect  of  lightning  on  a 
church  in,  V.  357. 

Neio  England,  causes  of  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  paper  currency  of,  II.  345. 
Edmund  Randolph's  account  of,  in 
1676,  VII.  551.  Townships  of,  ef- 
fect of  their  resolutions,  VIII.  84. 

New  England  Courant,  published  by 
James  Franklin,  I.  22.  Proceedings 
of  the  Massachusetts  Assembly  against 
the  publisher,  24.  Is  discontinued, 
28. 

Newfoundland,  remarks  on  the  naviga- 
tion between  New  York  and,  VI.  497. 

New  Hampshire,  of  liberty  of  con- 
science in,  IV.  88.  Of  disturbances 
between  Vermont  and,  IX.  162. 

New  Jersey,  inconveniences  arising 
from  the  proprietary  government  of, 
IV.  85.  Instructions  of  Queen  Anne 
relative  to  liberty  of  conscience  in,  86. 
Inflammability  of  the  surface  of  cer- 
tain rivers  in,  VI.  415.  Franklin's 
appointment  and  instructions  as  agent 
of,  VII.  460.    Certain  acts  of,  objected 


to  in  England,  517.     Application  of  a 
committee  to  Franklin  for  information, 

VIII.  126. 

Newspapers,  in  Massachusetts,  I.  23. 
How  they  should  be  conducted,  123. 
Humorous  account  of,  and  of  news- 
writers,  VII.  280.     Of  the  abuse  of, 

IX.  461. 

Newton,  Sir  Isaac,  his  Optics  quoted, 
relative  to  the  qualities  of  light,  VI. 
115. 

New  York,  of  the  formation  of  the 
colony  of,  V.  85. 

Nixon,  William,  IX.  73. 

NoStica,  Dr.  Johnson's  cited,  VI.  125. 

Nogaret,  Felix,  his  translation  of  the 
Latin  verse  applied  by  Turgot  to 
Franklin,  VIII.  537. 

Nollet,  Abbe,  improperly  represented 
in  Europe  as  having  first  established 
the  identity  of  electricity  and  light- 
ning, V.  176.  Colden's  examination 
of  his  letters  on  electricity  addressed 
to  Franklin,  319.  Account  of  the 
publication  of  his  work,  320.  His 
objections  to  the  use  of  rods,  422. 
His  explanation  of  the  ground  of  his 
controversy  with  Franklin,  493.  Par- 
allel between  his  and  Franklin's  the- 
ories, 514.  Imperfect  construction  of 
his  electrical  machine,  VI.  343.  De- 
fects of  his  experiments,  VII.  61. 

Non- Conductors,  the  most  appropriate 
term  for  bodies  that  do  not  conduct 
the  electric  fluid,  V.  260.  What  sub- 
stances are  the  best,  415. 

Non- Consumption  Agreements,  in  Amer- 
ica, their  origin,  IV.  383. 

Non- Electrics,  V.  259. 

Non- Importation  Associations,  their  ef- 
fect on  commerce,  VII.  441.  Expe- 
diency of  maintaining,  445.  Manner 
in  which  their  plan  is  fulfilled,  486. 

Nord,  Count  du,  visits  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  in  Paris,  IX.  227.  Anec- 
dote relating  to  his  visit  to  Franklin, 
285. 

Norris,  Isaac,  declines  the  appoint- 
ment of  joint  commissioner  with 
Franklin  to  England,  VI.  130. 

North,  Lord,  his  motion  in  the  House 
of  Lords  relative  to  accommodation 
with  these  colonies,  V.  71.  His  in- 
terview with  Franklin,  VII.  407.  In 
favor  of  repealing  the  act  taxing  the 
colonies,  475.  His  idea  respecting 
manufactures  in  the  colonies,  VIII. 
34.  Meets  with  Franklin,  74.  His 
plan  of  conciliation,  147.  Remarks 
on  the  plan,  237.  His  conciliatory 
bill  condemned,  241.  Its  passage  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  245.  His 
interview  with  Mr.  Hartley  on  the 
subject  of  negotiations  for  peace,  IX. 
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121.  Announces  the  projected  change 
of  ministry,  183.  His  coalition  with 
Mr.  Fox,  45)0. 

Northeast  Storms,  suggestion  that  their 
course  is  opposed  to  the  course  of  the 
wind,  VI.  80.  Mode  of  ascertaining 
this  fact,  105.  Franklin's  suggestion 
as  to  the  cause,  221. 

Northmen,  Wheaton's  History  of  the, 
alluded  to,  respecting  their  discovery 
of  America,  II.  76.     VIII.  69. 

Norway,  seizure  of  American  prizes  in, 
VIII.  407,  425.  M.  BernstorfTs  com- 
munication on  the  subject,  433.  Same 
subject,  462.  IX.  511.  Complaint 
by  the  Danish  ambassador  of  outrages 
committed  by  American  cruisers  on 
the  coast  of,  IX.  157,  167,  171. 

Note  respecting  Trade  and  Manufac- 
tures, II.  366. 

Notes  on  Virginia,  Jefferson's,  X.  317. 

Notions  concerning  Trade  and  Mer- 
chants, II.  418. 

Nova  Scotia,  difficulty  of  finding  set- 
tlers for,  IV.  354.  Amount  of  parlia- 
mentary grant  for,  369. 


O. 


Observations  and  Suppositions  towards 

forming  a  new  Hypothesis  of  the  Phe- 
nomena of  Thunder  gusts,  V.  211. 

Observations  concerning  the  Increase  of 
Mankind  and  the  Peopling  of  Colonies, 
II.  311. 

Observations  on  Blood,  mentioned, 
VIII.  172. 

Observations  on  War,  II.  487. 

Obtrusive  Applications,  remarks  on, 
VIII.  209,  218,  224. 

Officers,  foreign,  their  obtrusive  appli- 
cations for  employment  in  America, 
VIII.  228. 

Ohio  Indians,  their  complaints  of  the 
whites,  VII.  77.  Treaty  with  the, 
where  made,  79. 

Ohio  Settlement,  origin  of  the  grant  for 
the,  IV.  302.  Report  of  the  Lords 
commissioners  of  trade  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the,  303.  Their  objections  to 
the  grant,  304.  Franklin's  answer  to 
the  report,  324.  Facility  of  transpor- 
tation to  the,  352. 

Oil,  of  the  evaporation  of,  VI.  129. 
Franklin's  account  of  his  first  obser- 
vation of  its  effect  on  the  surface  of 
water,  253.  Mr.  Farish  on  the  same 
subject,  355.  Pliny's  allusion  to  this 
property  of,  356.  Explanation  of  the 
effect,  361.  Preservation  of  a  Dutch 
ship  by  pouring  it  into  the  sea,  364. 

Old  Age,  on  the  habits  of,  VII.  132. 
On  tenderness  for,  133. 


Old  Testament,  not  all  divinely  in- 
spired, X.  134. 

Olearius,  his  remark  on  the  power  of 
the  Russians  to  endure  heat  and  cold, 
VI.  59. 

Oliver,  Andrew,  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, account  of  the  procuring  of  his 
letters  with  those  of  Hutchinson, 
IV.  405.  Address  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Massachusetts  to 
the  King  for  his  removal,  430.  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council  relative  to  his 
conduct  as  secretary  of  the  province, 
488.  Petition  for  his  removal,  VIII. 
53. 

Oliver,  Peter,  his  account  of  the  di- 
vining rod,  II.  41. 

Onslow,  Arthur,  dedication  of  the 
Historical  Review  of  the  Constitution 
and  Government  of  Pennsylvania  to, 
III.  109. 

Orleans,  Duke  of,  his  character,  X. 
389. 

Orphan  Schoolhouse,  Hints  for  Consid- 
eration respecting  the,  in  Philadel- 
phia, II.  159. 

Oswald,  Richard,  introduced  to 
Franklin  by  Lord  Shelburne,  IX.  240. 
Recommended  by  Mr.  Laurens,  241. 
Converses  with  Franklin,  242.  Who 
introduces  him  to  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes,  243.  His  interview  with  that 
minister,  245.  Suggests  the  surren- 
der of  Canada  by  Great  Britain,  251. 
Returns  to  Paris  to  adjust  the  prelim- 
inaries of  a  treaty,  265.  His  want  of 
explicitness,  269.  His  account  to 
Franklin  of  the  views  of  the  British 
ministry  in  regard  to  peace,  311.  By 
whom  commissioned  to  treat,  336. 
Communicates  to  Lord  Shelburne  his 
conversation  with  Franklin  relative  to 
negotiation,  353.  Receives  his  com- 
mission to  treat,  377.  His  instruc- 
tions relative  to  the  concession  of 
American  Independence,  407.  Alter- 
ation in  his  commission  proposed  by 
Mr.  Jay,  407.     And  assented  to,  408. 


Paccard,  ascends  Mont  Blanc,  X.  279. 

Packet-boats,  failure  of  a  scheme  for, 
VIII.  369. 

Padua,  Franklin's  election  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences in,  IX.  197. 

Paine,  Thomas,  introduced  by  Frank- 
lin to  Richard  Bache,  VIII.  137.  His 
occupation  in  this  country,  138.  In- 
troduced to  General  Lee,  174.  Urged 
by  Franklin,  not  to  publish  an  irreli- 
gious work,   X.  281.      Introduced  to 
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the  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  291. 
His  journey  in  France,  310.  Model 
of  a  bridge,  311. 

Palfrev,  William,  his  account  of 
Lord  Howe's  reception  of  a  letter  of 
Franklin's,  V.  102.    His  death,  IX.  3. 

Paper,  lines  on,  ascribed  to  Franklin 
without  apparent  authority,  II.  161. 
Chinese  mode  of  manufacturing,  VI. 
577. 

Paper  Currency,  character  of  Frank- 
lin's inquiry  into  the  nature  and  ne- 
cessity of  a,  II.  254.  What  classes 
are  interested  against  increasing,  261. 
What  classes  in  favor  of,  262.  Effect 
of  a  large  addition  to  the,  upon  its 
value,  263.  Character  of  a,  founded 
on  land,  268.  Of  the  issue  of,  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1739,  277.  Remarks 
and   facts  relative  to   this  American, 

340.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  favor  of  restraining  the  issue  of, 

341.  Its  effects  on  the  prosperity  of 
New  England  and  Pennsylvania,  343. 
Causes  of  its  depreciation,  344.  Its 
advantages  in  some  respects  over  gold 
and  silver,  349.  Scheme  for  furnish- 
ing the  colonies  with  a,  not  a  legal 
tender,  352.  Governor  Pownall's  plan 
for  giving  stability  to  the,  354.  Of 
that  of  the  United  States,  421.  Its 
depreciation,  arising  from  excess,  422. 
Different  descriptions  of,  422.  First 
issue  of,  in  Pennsylvania.  III.  201. 
Its  effect,  202.  Measures  taken  to 
prevent  depreciation,  203.  Extract 
from  Franklin's  vindication  of  the 
American,  VI.  322.  Of  the  Pennsyl- 
vanians,  368.  Account  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  relating  to  the,  429.  Re- 
marks on  the  American,  VII.  482. 
Queen  Anne's  proclamation  for  pro- 
ducing uniformity  in  it,  VIII.  115. 
Remarks  on,  116.  Its  depreciation, 
329.  Of  reducing  the  quantity,  368. 
Of  that  held  by  foreigners,  477.  On 
the  American,  507.  Its  depreciation, 
X.  9. 

Par  of  Exchange,  remarks  on  the,  II. 
200. 

Parable,  against  Persecution,  account 
of  the,  II.  118.  Its  origin  not  yet 
traced,  121.  Again  mentioned,  VIII. 
404,  X.  400.  The  only  credit  claim- 
ed by  Franklin  in  relation  to  it,  401. 

Paradise,  his  supposed  negotiation 
with  Franklin  in  concert  with  Sir  W. 
Jones,  VIII.  365.  Removes  to  the 
United  States,  X.  321. 

Paralysis,  effect  of  electricity  in  cases 
of,  V.  359. 

Parcio,  Anton ino,  his  remark  on  the 
protection  against  sickness  afforded 
by  warm  rooms,  VI.  41. 

vol.  x.  66 


Paris,  visit  of  Franklin  to,  VII.  358. 
Use  of  rouge  in,  360. 

Parliament,  remarks  on  an  alleged 
change  of  opinion  in  Dr.  Franklin, 
relative  to  its  power  over  the  colonies, 
III.  67.  Views  of  the  colonists  relative 
to  that  power,  IV.  169.  Feeling  of  the 
colonists  towards,  170.  Of  its  power 
to  tax  in  America,  216.  Several  of 
the  King's  dominions  not  subject  to, 
281.  On  the  representation  of  the 
colonies  in,  VII.  315.  Ill-judged  act 
of,  requiring  the  colonies  to  provide 
for  soldiers,  330.  Its  legislative  pow- 
er over  the  colonies,  331.  On  Amer- 
ican representation  in,  370.  Of  its 
dissolution  in  1768,  397.  Act  of,  re- 
lating to  paper  money,  429.  Its  de- 
termination not  to  repeal  this  duty 
act,  439.  Its  encroachment  on  the 
rights  of  the  colonies,  477.  Its  right 
to  tax  the  colonies  generally  given 
up,  501.  That  of  1772  does  little  in 
regard  to  America,  VIII.  7.  Its  right 
to  legislate  for  the  colonies  denied, 
88.  Excitement  produced  by  acts  re- 
lative to  Massachusetts  and  Boston, 
127.  Debate  in,  on  peace  with  Amer- 
ica, 247.     Of  reform  in,  X.  79. 

Parsons,  William,  VII.  99.  His  death 
and  character,  181. 

Passports,  for  Moravian  vessels  and 
Captain  Cook,  granted  by  Franklin, 
V.  122. 

Passy,  its  situation,  VIII.  209.  Frank- 
lin's mode  of  life  at,  315. 

Pays  de  Vaud,  respecting  the  mortality 
of  the,  VI.  314. 

Peace,  debate  in  Parliament  on,  between 
Great  Britain  and  America,  VIII.  247. 
Not  to  be  concluded  without  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  independence  of 
the  latter,  253.  Franklin's  conversa- 
tions with  Mr.  Hartley  and  Mr.  Chap- 
man, respecting  propositions  for,  268. 
To  be  obtained  only  on  fair  and  equal 
terms,  285.  Improbability  of,  295.  How 
it  might  be  effected,  300.  The  alliance 
between  France  and  the  United  States 
an  obstacle  to,  312.  Advantage  of 
obtaining  some  preliminaries  of,  333. 
Franklin's  remarks  on  Hartley's  pro- 
positions for  a,  345.  Unfounded  ru- 
mor of,  403.  Mediation  of  Russia 
and  Austria  for,  declined  by  France, 
IX.  4.  Mediation  for,  again  mention- 
ed, 16.  Mediation  accepted  by  Con- 
gress, and  instructions  for  the  negotia- 
tion of,  communicated  to  Franklin, 
46,  47.  His  interview  with  Count  de 
Vergennes,  announcing  his  instruc- 
tions, 76.  Mr.  Adams's  remarks  on 
the  commission  for  negotiating,  81. 
Mediation   for,   not  accepted  by  the 
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British  cabinet,  89.  Mr.  Hartley's 
history  of  the  proceedings  for  promo- 
ting a  negotiation  for,  118.  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston's suggestions  respecting  the 
general  terms  of,  128.  Extent  to 
which  the  limits  of  the  United  States 
should  be  determined  in  a  treaty  of, 
129.  And  to  which  the  fisheries 
should  be  enjoyed  by  the  United 
States,  135.  Impolicy  of  making  stip- 
ulations in  favor  of  the  loyalists  in  a 
treaty  of,  139.  No  negotiations  to  be 
opened  by  the  American  commission- 
ers without  the  concurrence  of  France, 
141.  Messrs.  Franklin,  Adams,  Lau- 
rens, and  Jay  authorized  by  a  special 
commission  to  treat  of,  143.  Mr. 
Hartley's  explanation  of  his  proposi- 
tion for  a  separate  treaty,  that  it  was 
to  be  made  with  the  consent  of  the 
allies  of  the  United  States,  149.  His 
supposed  cases  in  which  the  United 
States  might  treat  separately,  151. 
That  the  first  step  towards  a,  must  be 
taken  by  Great  Britain,  165.  Dispo- 
sition of  the  British  ministry  favor- 
able to,  168.  Little  probability  that 
negotiations  will  be  soon  entered  on 
for,  177.  Mr.  Digges's  mission  in 
reference  to,  179.  Mr.  Hartley's  in- 
quiry as  to  the  authority  of  the  Amer- 
ican commissioners  to  treat,  181.  De- 
sired in  England,  184.  Mr.  Digges's 
interview  with  Mr.  Adams,  186.  Ob- 
ject of  his  mission,  191.  Dilatory  con- 
duct of  Great  Britain  in  reference  to, 
193.  American  commissioners  ready 
to  treat,  195.  Reconciliation  more 
than,  196.  Mr.  Forth's  mission  in 
reference  to,  204.  Separate  treaty  for, 
proposed  to  France  by  Great  Britain, 
and  declined,  205.  Insincerity  of 
Lord  North's  ministry  in  their  pro- 
ceedings in  reference  to,  208.  Canada 
offered  to  France,  to  induce  her  to 
treat  separately,  210.  Proper  mode 
of  seeking,  218.  Journal  of  the  ne- 
gotiation for,  with  Great  Britain,  238. 
Franklin's  letter  to  Lord  Shelburne, 
239  ;  who  sends  to  him  Mr.  Os- 
wald to  institute  proceedings  for  a, 
240.  Lord  Shelburne's  ministry  so- 
licitous for,  242,  243.  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes's  view  as  to  the  place  and 
mode  of  treating,  246.  Franklin's 
notes  for  conversation  with  Mr.  Os- 
wald respecting,  250.  Not  likely  to 
be  durable  without  reconciliation, 
253.  France  insists  on  a  general, 
not  a  particular,  255.  The  idea  of 
a  separate,  still  cherished  by  the 
British  ministry,  257,  258.  Mr.  Os- 
wald commissioned  to  settle  the  pre- 
liminaries   of  a  general,  265.      Mr. 


Grenville  also  commissioned  by  Mr. 
Fox,  267.  Mr.  Oswald's  want  of  ex- 
plicitness,  269,  270.  England  willing 
to  treat  for  a  general,  272.  Cession 
required  of  France  as  a  condition  of 
acknowledging  American  Indepen- 
dence, 273.  Paris  agreed  on,  as  the 
place  of  treating  for,  277.  Release 
of  American  prisoners  a  step  towards, 
283.  Mr.  Laurens  declines  acting 
under  the  commission  for,  287.  Dif- 
ficulty of  negotiating  a  popular,  2S0. 
Mr.  Hartley's  interview  with  Lord 
Shelburne  on  the  subject  of,  294. 
Copy  of  the  preliminaries  left  by  him 
with  Lord  Shelburne,  296.  Mr.  Gren- 
ville declares  himself  fully  commis- 
sioned to  treat  for,  with  France  and 
her  allies,  297.  His  commission  ap- 
plicable only  to  France,  299.  Lord 
Shelburne's  distrust  of  the  professions 
of  the  French  cabinet  in  favor  of, 
303.  Mr.  Grenville's  explanation  of 
the  deficiency  in  his  commission,  305. 
His  view  as  to  the  resolution  of  the 
American  commissioners  not  to  treat 
without  their  allies,  306,  310.  Neces- 
sary to  Great  Britain,  311.  Lord 
Shelburne's  declaration  of  his  sincer- 
ity in  regard  to  negotiating  for,  313. 
Act  to  enable  the  King  to  conclude  a, 
with  the  United  States,  314.  The 
American  commissioners  not  author- 
ized to  make  stipulations  in  favor  of 
the  loyalists,  315.  Mediation  of  Rus- 
sia declined  by  Holland,  317.  Im- 
possibility of  the  United  States  treat- 
ing separately  for,  323.  Mr.  Grenville 
declares  himself  fully  commissioned 
to  treat  with  France,  and  any  other 
Prince  or  State,  331.  And  to  declare 
the  independence  of  America  previ- 
ous to  the  treaty  for,  332.  Count  de 
Vergennes  satisfied  with  Mr.  Gren- 
ville's powers,  335.  Authority  and 
character  of  Mr.  Oswald  and  Mr. 
Grenville,  336.  Progress  of  the  ne- 
gotiation for,  340.  Objection  to  Mr. 
Grenville's  commission,  345.  Of  the 
attempt  to  treat  for,  in  the  United 
States,  by  General  Carleton,  348.  Its 
danger,  349.  Delay  in  the  opening 
of  the  negotiation,  351.  Prominent 
points  of  the  treaty  for,  as  proposed 
and  insisted  on  by  Franklin,  before 
any  communication  between  the  Brit- 
ish and  the  other  American  commis- 
sioners, 354.  Continued  delay  in 
opening  the  negotiation,  360.  No 
treaty  for,  to  be  made,  except  on  the 
basis  of  independence,  362,  364.  Re- 
specting an  intended  reserve  in  the 
grant  of  independence,  367.  Count 
de  Vergennes's  doubt  of  the  sincerity 
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of  the  British  ministry  in  proposing  a 
negotiation  of,  373.  Mr.  Oswald's 
commission  to  treat  for,  376.  Mr. 
Jay's  view  as  to  the  grant  of  indepen- 
dence prior  to  a,  377 ;  and  in  regard 
to  the  claims  of  the  loyalists,  378. 
Delay  in  opening  the  negotiation  for, 
385.  Franklin's  view  as  to  the  mode 
of  granting  independence,  388.  Sin- 
cerity of  the  British  ministry  in  refer- 
ence to,  396.  Mr.  Oswald  instructed 
to  make  American  independence  the 
first  article  in  the  treaty  of,  402.  But 
not  to  cede  it  without  a  truce  or  trea- 
ty, 403.  The  fisheries  proposed  by 
Franklin  as  an  essential  article  in  a 
treaty  of,  404.  Agreed,  that  indepen- 
dence shall  stand  as  an  article  of  trea- 
ty, 407.  Sincerity  of  both  parties  in 
desiring,  410.  Objections  to  the  ne- 
gotiation for,  removed,  414.  Progress 
of  the  negotiation,  417.  Of  the  ex- 
tent to  which  the  right  to  the  fisher- 
ies should  be  conceded,  424.  Impos- 
sibility of  admitting  an  article  for  in- 
demnifying the  loyalists,  432.  Pre- 
liminary articles  of,  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
agreed  on,  435.  History  of  the  ne- 
gotiation, 439.  Preliminary  articles 
of,  between  France  and  England, 
agreed  on,  442.  Of  the  treaty  of, 
with  Sweden,  443.  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes's  complaint,  that  the  prelimi- 
naries between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  were  signed  without 
communication  with  the  French  cab- 
inet, 449.  Not  to  be  concluded  be- 
tween England  and  America  without 
the  concurrence  of  France,  450. 
Count  de  Vergennes's  remarks  to 
M.  de  la  Luzerne  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject, 452.  Progress  of  the  treaties 
with  other  powers,  455.  Refusal  of 
the  French  court  to  conclude  a  treaty 
of,  till  the  American  commissioners 
were  satisfied,  458.  Not  yet  conclud- 
ed between  France  and  England,  462. 
Nor  between  England  and  the  United 
States,  463.  Proposed  article  in  the 
treaty  of,  relative  to  privateering,  469. 
Preliminaries  signed  between  France, 
Spain,  and  England,  473.  Terms  of 
the,  not  approved  in  England,  489. 
Franklin's  remarks  on  them,  499. 
Reason  of  the  delay  of  the  definitive 
treaties  of,  513.  Preliminaries  of,  be- 
tween England  and  Holland  not  yet 
signed,  525.  Delay  of  the  negotia- 
tions, 528.  Franklin's  justification  of 
the  signing  of  the  treaty  of,  without 
communicating  it  to  the  French  court, 
532.  Definitive  treaty  of,  ratified,  X. 
19,  37.     Treaty  of,  ratified  by  Con- 


gress, 56.  Remarks  on  it,  70.  Rati- 
fications exchanged,  87.  Of  alleged 
defects  of  form  in  the  ratification,  94, 
96,  97.     Of  the  ratification,  100. 

Pemberton,  Israel,  his  account  of 
Franklin's  energy  in  promoting  Brad- 
dock's  expedition,  VII.  96. 

Penet,  agent  of  Virginia,  absconds,  IX. 
448. 

Penn,  Grenville,  allusion  to  his  char- 
ter, VII.  273. 

Penn,  John,  his  proclamation  respect- 
ing the  massacre  of  the  Conestogo 
Indians,  IV.  57.  His  second  procla- 
mation, 60. 

Penn,  Springet,  some  account  of, 
VII.  227. 

Penn,  Thomas,  his  subscription  to  the 
academy,  VII.  81.  His  conduct  to 
his  nephew,  227.  His  account  of 
Franklin's  conduct  in  England,  243. 
See  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania. 

Penn,  William,  anecdote  of,  I.  153. 
Charter  granted  to,  III.  98.  Its  ori- 
gin, 116.  Its  provisions,  117.  His 
first  frame  of  government,  121.  His 
reservation  of  quitrents,  123.  His  sec- 
ond frame  of  government,  and  mo- 
tives which  induced  its  acceptance, 
126.  Goes  to  England,  leaving  the 
government  in  the  hands  of  com- 
missioners, 128.  Difficulties  arising 
during  his  absence.  His  constitu- 
tion of  government  declared  to  be  at 
variance  with  that  of  the  King  and 
Queen,  137.  Remonstrance  of  the 
Assembly  to,  142.  Returns  to  Penn- 
sylvania and  resumes  the  government, 
147.  Establishes  a  new  form  of  elec- 
tion, 148.  Old  Assembly  dissolved 
and  new  summoned,  149.  Aid  granted 
to,  150.  His  speech  to  the  Assembly, 
151.  Charter  of  privileges  granted 
by  him  to  the  inhabitants  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  territories,  154.  Account 
of  this  charter,  156.  Accepted  by  the 
province,  but  rejected  by  the  territo- 
ries, 157.  Representation  of  the  As- 
sembly to,  168.  His  resentment,  179. 
Remonstrance  of  the  Assembly,  182. 
His  death,  188.  His  relation  to  the 
province,  197.  Consequence  of  his 
being  the  sole  purchaser  of  Indian 
lands,  197.  His  treaty  with  the  Con- 
estogo Indians,  IV.  54.  His  charac- 
ter, 93.  His  contract  for  the  sale  of 
his  proprietary  right  to  the  crown, 
125.  Of  the  various  portraits  of,  VII. 
190.     His  family  referred  to,  273. 

Pennington,  Edward,  VII.  226. 

Pennsylvania,  abstract  of  a  law  of,  re- 
lative to  paper  money,  II.  277.  Effect 
of  that  money  on  her  prosperity,  343. 
Her   legislation    respecting  debts   of 
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foreigners,  506.  Serious  considera- 
tions on  the  present  state  of  the  prov- 
ince of,  III.  1.  Necessity  of  some 
provision  for  the  defence  of,  5.  Dan- 
ger from  the  Indians,  8.  Probable  ef- 
fect of  an  invasion  of,  13.  Spirit  of 
the  rich  in  respect  to  defence,  16. 
Her  effective  military  strength,  18. 
Historical  Review  of  the  Constitution 
and  Government  of,  106.  Union  with 
the  territory  of  the  three  Lower  Coun- 
ties, 116.  Assumption  of  the  gov- 
ernment of,  by  the  King  and  Queen 
in  1693,  135.  Administration  of  the 
government  by  Colonel  Fletcher, 
governor  of  New  York,  136  ;  who 
declares  the  constitution  of  the  King 
and  Queen's  government,  and  that 
of  Penn,  hostile  to  each  other,  137. 
Threatens  to  annex  the  province  to 
New  York,  138.  New  act  of  settle- 
ment of  the  government,  under  the 
administration  of  William  Markham, 
145.  The  government  resumed  by 
Penn,  147.  Assembly  chosen  accord- 
ing to  a  new  model,  148.  Dissolved, 
and  a  new  one  convened,  149.  Con- 
firmation of  property  and  aids  to  the 
governor  granted,  150.  Another  As- 
sembly convened,  150.  Penn's  char- 
ter of  privileges  to  the  inhabitants  of, 
and  those  of  the  territories,  154.  Ac- 
cepted by  the  province,  but  rejected 
by  the  territories,  157.  Evans  ap- 
pointed governor  of,  160.  Vain  at- 
tempt to  reunite  the  province  and  ter- 
ritories, 161.  Penn's  interest  in  the 
province  left  at  his  death  in  the  hands 
of  trustees,  189.  Easily  governed,  if 
well  governed,  193.  First  issue  of 
paper  money  in,  201.  Grant  made 
by  the  Assembly  of,  for  the  expedi- 
tion against  Carthagena,  210.  And 
to  forward  the  project  against  Louis- 
burg  and  against  Canada,  212.  Act 
for  the  issue  of  bills  of  credit  passed 
by  the  Assembly  of,  279.  Arrival  of 
Governor  Morris  in,  and  his  first 
speech  to  the  Assembly,  281.  The 
Assembly  called  on  by  the  governor 
to  take  measures  for  the  security  of 
the  back  inhabitants  of,  386.  Propo- 
sition of  certain  gentlemen  of  Phila- 
delphia to  subscribe  a  sum  in  lieu  of 
the  proprietary  portion  of  the  tax, 
389.  Appropriation  by  the  Assembly 
to  arm  the  back  inhabitants,  393. 
Controversy  between  the  Assembly 
and  the  governor  concerning  the  roads 
opened  by  the  province  for  the  King's 
forces,  400.  Reconvocation  of  the 
Assembly,  in  consequence  of  an  ap- 
prehended invasion  of  the  French  and 
Indians,  415.     A  sum  granted  for  the 


King's  use,  to  be  struck  in  bills  of 
credit,  421.  Indian  trade  bill  passed, 
431.  Resolutions  of  the  Assembly, 
respecting  their  power  of  granting 
supplies  to  the  crown,  454.  Indian 
trade  bill  rejected  by  the  governor, 
456.  Sir  W.  Johnson's  treaty  with 
the  Six  Nations  laid  before  the  As- 
sembly, 471.  Attempt  of  the  gover- 
nor, to  involve  the  province  in  war 
with  the  Indians,  471.  Bill  for  sup- 
ply by  the  emission  of  bills  of  credit, 
489.  Another,  490.  Message  of  the 
governor  to  the  Assembly,  respecting 
Indian  affairs,  493.  Governor  Morris 
superseded  by  Governor  Denny,  506. 
Controversy  between  the  governor 
and  Assembly,  respecting  a  bill  for  a 
supply  for  the  King's  use,  to  be  sunk 
by  an  excise,  518.  Representation  of 
the  Assembly  to  the  Proprietaries,  re- 
specting Indian  expenses,  535.  Wil- 
liam Franklin's  refutation  of  anony- 
mous abuse  of  the  inhabitants  of,  564. 
Account  of  sundry  sums  paid  by,  for 
the  King's  service,  571.  List  of  the 
governors,  deputy  governors,  and  pres- 
idents of,  576.  Table  exhibiting  the 
extent  of  the  commerce  of,  IV.  39. 
Argument  in  favor  of  changing  the 
proprietary  government  of,  into  a  roy- 
al one,  78.  Petition  to  the  King  for 
that  purpose,  93.  Report  in  the  As- 
sembly relative  to  taxing  the  estate 
of  the  Proprietaries,  117.  Resolution 
of  the  Assembly  in  favor  of  a  royal 
government,  121.  Number  of  peti- 
tioners in  favor  of  the  measure,  123. 
Remarks  on  a  late  Protest  against  the 
Appointment  of  Mr. Franklin  as  Agent 
of,  143.  Of  taxation  in,  162.  Of  the 
population  of,  165.  Of  the  commerce 
of,  166.  Rates  of  exchange  in,  167. 
Address  of  the  Assembly  of,  to  Frank- 
lin, on  his  return  from  France,  V.  137. 
Queries  and  remarks  concerning  al- 
terations in  the  constitution  of,  163. 
Origin  of  the  association  for  the  de- 
fence of,  VII.  20.  Character  and  hab- 
its of  the  Germans  in,  71.  Their 
influx  into  the  country,  73.  Preju- 
dices existing  in  England  against, 
175.  Amount  of  parliamentary  grants 
to,  204.  Of  party  violence  in,  268. 
Alarm  in,  at  the  news  of  the  rejection 
of  the  petition  of  the  Assembly,  284. 
Of  paper  money  in,  368.  Franklin 
elected  President  of,  X.  245,  303,  337. 
See  Pennsylvania,  Assembly  of. 
Pennsylvania,  Assembly  of,  act  of, 
drawn  by  Franklin,  relative  to  a  vol- 
untary militia,  III.  78.  Report  of  the 
committee  of  aggrievances  of  the,  97. 
Their  controversies  with  the  proprie- 
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tary  governors,  124.  Their  firmness, 
129.  Their  reply  to  governor  Black- 
well,  132.  Their  protest  on  the  sub- 
ject of  passing  bills,  140.  Insist  on 
their  right  to  appropriate  as  well  as 
raise  money,  143.  Elected  according 
to  a  new  model,  148.  Dissolved,  and 
a  new  one  convened,  149.  Confirma- 
tion of  property  and  aids  granted  to 
the  governor  by,  150.  Another  con- 
vened, 150.  Penn's  speech  to  the, 
151.  Their  controversy  with  gover- 
nor Evans,  161.  Heads  of  complaint 
entered  in  their  minutes,  as  the  ground 
of  a  representation  to  the  Proprietary, 
164.  Governor  Evans  communicates 
to  them  Penn's  resentment,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  representation,  179. 
Their  reply,  180.  Charter  of  privi- 
leges referred  to  by  the  governor,  as 
the  only  rule  of  government,  and  their 
reply,  181.  Their  remonstrances  to 
the  Proprietary,  182.  New  controver- 
sies with  Governor  Gookin,  185. 
Their  grant  for  the  expedition  against 
Carthagena,  210.  Their  proceeding 
in  consequence  of  the  enlistment  of 
servants,  211.  Their  grant  for  the 
project  against  Louisburg  and  against 
Canada,  212.  Their  difficulty  with  the 
Proprietaries  respecting  the  charges 
for  Indian  affairs,  214.  Their  bill 
extending  the  issue  of  paper  nega- 
tived by  Governor  Hamilton,  217. 
Reply  of  the  Proprietaries  to,  respect- 
ing the  charges  of  Indian  affairs,  219. 
Currency  bill  again  sent  by  the,  to 
the  governor,  226  ;  and  accepted  by 
him  with  a  suspending  clause,  231 ; 
which  is  rejected  by  them,  232. 
Their  resolution  respecting  the  re- 
emission  of  the  paper  currency,  250. 
Called  on  by  the  governor,  for  sup- 
plies for  the  French  war,  255.  They 
admit  the  necessity  of  supplies,  and 
ask  his  assent  to  the  currency  bill, 
257.  New  message  of  the  governor 
to  the,  relative  to  the  paper  money 
instructions,  259.  Proposes  an  ad- 
journment, to  which  the  governor  ob- 
jects, 263.  Adjourn,  and  are  again 
convened  by  him,  264.  Adjourn 
again,  265  •,  and  reassemble,  266. 
Their  bill  for  an  aid  to  the  King 
returned,  with  amendments,  by  the 
governor,  267.  Their  proceeding  in 
consequence,  267.  Reply  of  the  gov- 
ernor, 270.  Their  resolutions  in  re- 
gard to  the  extent  of  their  powers, 
272.  Adjourn,  276 ;  and  are  re-con- 
vened by  special  summons,  277.  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  commissioners  at  Al- 
bany laid  before  them  by  the  gover- 
nor, 278.     Act  passed  by,  for  the  is- 


sue of  bills  of  credit,  279.  Not  as- 
sented to  by  the  governor,  280.  Gov- 
ernor Morris's  first  speech  to  the,  881. 
His  message  to  the,  relative  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  French,  285.  Cur- 
rency bill  sent  to  him  by  the,  287. 
His  reply,  288.  Refuses  his  assent  in 
consequence  of  instructions  given  to 
a  preceding  governor,  and  the  attor- 
ney-general's opinion,  291.  Their  re- 
ply, denying  the  force  of  his  reason- 
ing, and  asking  to  see  his  instructions, 
293.  They  also  ask  his  assent  to  the 
money  bill,  297.  He  declines  assent- 
ing to  the  bill,  297;  and  evades  their 
request  as  to  the  instructions,  300. 
Their  right  to  make  the  demand  de- 
nied by  the  governor,  302.  Their  re- 
ply, denying  that  the  proprietary  in- 
structions were  binding  on  the  gov- 
ernor, 307  ;  and  attributing  to  them 
the  failure  of  the  bill,  308.  His  reply, 
317.  Their  appeal  to  the  crown,  322. 
He  asks  a  copy  of  their  minutes,  320. 
Reassembled  in  consequence  of  the 
arrival  of  General  Braddock,  326.  His 
message  complaining  that  the  minutes 
are  not  sent,  328.  Their  reply,  329. 
Vote  money,  to  be  raised  by  emitting 
paper,  334.  The  governor  refuses  his 
assent,  334.  But  asks  an  appropria- 
tion to  defray  the  expense  of  an  In- 
dian treaty,  335.  Mr.  Quincy's  me- 
morial to,  relative  to  the  supplies,  336. 
A  sum  voted  by  the,  and  his  acknowl- 
edgment, 338.  Their  bill  rejected  by 
the  governor,  338;  who  revives  the 
old  controversy  by  another  message, 
341.  Their  reply,  341.  Their  pres- 
ents to  British  officers  acknowledged, 
357.  Governor's  message,  requiring 
them  to  furnish  Braddock  with  pro- 
visions, 357.  The}'  ask  for  Brad- 
dock's  letter,  358.  They  send  up  two 
money  bills,  360.  The  governor  re- 
fuses to  communicate  the  letter,  361  ; 
and  rejects  the  money  bills,  365. 
Adjourn,  and  are  reconvened  in  con- 
sequence of  Braddock 's  defeat,  366. 
They  vote  an  aid  of  50,000  pounds, 
368.  The  governor  returns  the  bill 
with  amendments,  exempting  the  pro- 
prietary estate  from  taxation,  371. 
His  reasons,  372.  Their  rejoinder, 
374.  He  adheres  to  his  amendments, 
385.  He  calls  on  them,  to  provide 
for  the  security  of  the  back  inhabi- 
tants, 386.  Their  bill  again  rejected, 
393.  They  make  an  appropriation 
for  arming  the  back  inhabitants,  393. 
The  old  controversy  renewed  by  the 
governor,  399 ;  who  begins  a  new 
one,  concerning  the  roads  opened  by 
the  province  for  the  King's  forces,  400. 
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A  new.  convened,  413.  They  adjourn 
because  the  governor  declines  to  com- 
municate information,  414.  And  are 
reconvened,  in  consequence  of  an  ap- 
prehended invasion  of  the  French 
and  Indians,  415.  Aid  granted  by, 
to  be  struck  in  bills  of  credit,  421. 
They  pass  an  Indian  trade  bill,  431. 
Aid  bill  rejected  by  the  governor,  435. 
They  prepare  a  militia  bill,  439.  Gov- 
ernor's message  on  the  topics  of  con- 
troversy, 440.  Their  reply,  446.  And 
resolutions  respecting  their  power  to 
grant  supplies,  454.  Indian  trade  bill 
rejected  by  the  governor,  456.  Their 
resolution  thereon,  460.  Their  mes- 
sage, on  the  enlistment  of  servants, 
465.  Adhere  to  the  Indian  trade  bill, 
and  bill  continuing  the  excise,  469. 
Treaty  with  the  Six  Nations  laid  be- 
fore them,  471.  The  governor  asks 
for  further  supplies,  473.  Adjourn 
and  are  reassembled,  476.  Urge  the 
passage  of  the  Indian  trade  bill,  481 . 
Six  members  resign  their  seats,  482. 
New  election  ordered,  483  The  gov- 
ernor continues  to  reject  the  Indian 
trade  and  excise  bills,  487.  Their 
bill  for  a  supply,  by  emitting  bills  of 
credit,  489.  Another,  490.  And  for 
the  exportation  of  provisions  for  the 
King's  service,  492.  Governor  Den- 
ny communicates  to  them  a  portion 
of  the  proprietary  instructions,  510. 
Their  bill  for  a  supply,  518.  His  ob- 
jections, 519.  Their  reply,  520.  Their 
bill  rejected  by  him,  524.  Their  res- 
olutions relative  to  the  proprietary  in- 
structions, 525.  Pass  a  new  supply 
bill,  with  a  protest  against  the  in- 
struction, 527.  Commodore  Spry's 
testimony  in  their  belief,  530.  Their 
representation  to  the  Proprietaries,  re- 
lative to  Indian  expenses,  535.  Their 
resolution  in  favor  of  a  royal  govern- 
ment, IV.  121.  Their  address  to 
Franklin,  on  his  return  from  France, 

V.  137.  Difficulty  between  them  and 
the  Proprietors,  250. 

Pennsylvania  Fireplace,  account  of  the, 

VI.  34.  Described,  44.  Manner  of 
using  it,  50.  Its  advantages,  52. 
Saving  of  fuel  by,  54.  Other  advan- 
tages, 55.  Difference  between  it  and 
the  Dutch,  56.     How  to  be  set  up,  60. 

Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Franklin's  agen- 
cy in  founding,  I.  164-167.  Its  suc- 
cess referred  to,  VII.  314. 

Pennsylvania  Society  for  Abolishing  Sla- 
very, its  Address  to  the  Public,  II.  515. 
Again  mentioned,  X.  320. 

Penobscot  River,  plan  of  accommoda- 
tion mentioned,  relative  to  towns  set- 
tled east  of  the,  VII.  544. 


People,  of  their  voice  in  choosing  the 
rulers  by  whom  taxes  are  imposed, 
III.  57. 

Percital,  Thomas,  VI.  402.  His 
Moral  and  Literary  Dissertations,  X. 
107.  His  tract  on  the  Perceptive  Pow- 
er of  Vegetables,  180. 

Percy,  Lord,  his  canvass  for  West- 
minster alluded  to,  VIII.  139. 

Perkins,  John,  his  inquiries  address- 
ed to  Franklin  relative  to  protection 
from  the  smallpox,  VI.  118.  His 
remarks  on  waterspouts,  136.  And 
on  Stuart's  portraits  of  waterspouts, 
139. 

Persecution,  its  prevalence  among  Chris- 
tian sects,  II.  113.  Parable  against, 
121. 

Perspiration,  remarks  on,  VI.  65. 
Whether  it  proceeds  at  the  same  time 
with  absorption,  66. 

Peters,  Richard,  his  correspondence 
with     the     Proprietaries     mentioned, 

VII.  20. 

Petition  of  the  Left  Hand,  II.  183. 

Petition  of  the  Letter  Z,  VI.  304. 

Petition  to  the  King,  to  change  the  pro- 
prietary government  of  Pennsylvan- 
ia into  a  royal  one,  IV.  93.  For  the 
removal    of  the  governors,  IV.   430. 

VIII.  22. 

Petty,  Sir  William,  his  construction 
of  a  double  vessel,  VI.  474. 

Philadelphia,  serious  considerations  on 
the  present  state  of,  III.  1.  Stated  as 
the  place  of  meeting  of  the  colonial 
legislature  under  the  plan  of  union, 
41.  Facility  of  access  to,  from  the 
several  colonies,  42.  Proposition  of 
gentlemen  of,  for  a  subscription  in 
lieu  of  the  proprietary  portion  of  a 
tax,  389.  Remonstrances  of  the  May- 
or of,  to  the  Assembly,  445.  Of  yel- 
low fever  in,  VII.  41.  Of  a  memo- 
rial from,  to  the  merchants  and  man- 
ufacturers of  Great  Britain,  302.  Com- 
pliment paid  to  Franklin  in,  for  his 
agency  in  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp 
Act,  319. 

Philadelphia  Academy,  observations  re- 
lative to  the  real  intentions  of  the 
founders  of  the,  II.  133.  Subscrip- 
tions for  the,  VII.  108. 

Philocles,  Dialogue  between  Horatio 
and,  concerning  Virtue  and  Pleasure, 
II.  46.  Second  Dialogue  upon  the 
same  subject,  51. 

Philosopher's  Stone,  suggestion  respect- 
ing the,  VIII.  198. 

Philosophical  Society,  in  Philadelphia, 
account  of  the,  I.  319.  VI.  28.  See 
American  Philosophical  Society. 

Philosophical  Treatise,  Colden's,  re- 
ferred to,  VI.  94.     Mode  of  its  pub- 
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lication,  unsatisfactory  to  the  author, 
95.     Its  general  object,  96. 

Philosophy,  increase  of  human  happi- 
ness by  improvements  in,  X.  349. 

Physical  and  Meteorological  Observa- 
tions,   Conjectures,  and    Suppositions, 

VI.  127. 

Piankeshaw  Indians,  their  honorable 
feeling,  IV.  71. 

Pigeons,  death  of,  by  lightning,  VI. 
571.  Anecdote  relating  to,  illustrat- 
ing the  effect  of  the  increase  of  church 
congregations,  VII.  49. 

Pike,  Samuel,  his  Philosophia  Sacra, 
alluded  to,  VII.  82. 

Pitcoal,  Description  of  a  Stove  for  burn- 
ing, VI.  543. 

Plain  Truth,  or  Serious  Considerations 
on  the  present  State  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  and  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, I.  145 ;  III.  1.  Franklin's 
account  of  its  origin,  2.  Its  recep- 
tion, VII.  20. 

Plan  for  benefiting  distant  unprovided 
Countries,  II.  377. 

Plan  for  the  future  Management  of  In- 
dian Affairs,  Remarks  on  the,  IV.  201. 

Plan  for  promoting  Useful  Knowledge 
among  the  British  Plantations  in  Amer- 
ica, VI.  14. 

Plan  for  saving  One  Hundred  Thousand 
Pounds,  II.  89. 

Plan,  Franklin's,  for  settling  two  West- 
ern Colonies  in  North  America,  with 
reasons  in  its  favor,  III.  69. 

Plan  of  Union  of  the  Colonies,  adopted 
by  commissioners  assembled  at  Alba- 
ny in  1754,  its  origin,  III.  23.  Doubts 
respecting  the  unanimity  of  its  adop- 
tion, and  its  cool  reception  by  the 
board  of  Trade  and  the  colonial  As- 
semblies, 24.  Short  hints  respecting 
a,  26.  Franklin's  account  of  the  rea- 
sons and  motives  which  led  to  the, 
32.     Its  frame,  36.     Remarks  on  the, 

VII.  83. 

Plants,  on  the  vegetation  of,  in  water, 
VI.  423. 

Plato,  his  remarks  on  the  usefulness 
of  geometry,  quoted,  II.  69. 

Pleasure,  Dialogue  concerning  Virtue 
and,  II.  46.  Another  on  the  same 
subject,  51. 

Pliny,  his  distinction  of  the  kinds  of 
earthquakes,  VI.  9.  His  account  of 
stilling  waves  with  oil,  357. 

Points,  their  effect  in  drawing  off  and 
throwing  off  the  electrical  fluid,  V. 
181.  Superior  in  power  to  blunt  bod- 
ies in  drawing  off  the  fluid,  232.  And 
why,  233.  Illustrations  of  this  pow- 
er, 234  ;  and  its  application  to  the 
preservation  of  buildings  from  light- 
ning, 236.     Mistake  in  Europe,  rela- 


tive to  Franklin's  view  of  the  utility 
of,  356.  Compared  with  knobs  as 
conductors,  393.  Mr.  Wilson's  objec- 
tions to,  434.  Experiment  showing 
their  utility,  435.  Of  their  effect  on 
large  clouds  at  great  distances,  443. 
See  Rods. 

Pokeweed,  its  utility  as  a  remedy  for 
cancer,  and  description  of  it,  V.  287. 

Pole,  a  projected  French  expedition  to 
the  North,  mentioned,  VI.  342. 

Political  Essays  concerning  the  British 
Empire,  quoted,  IV.  351. 

Political  Science,  evils  arising  from  ig- 
norance of,  VII.  428. 

Polybius,  supposed  Fragment  of,  VIII. 
543. 

Polydore  Virgil,  his  account  of  the 
efficiency  of  arrows  in  a  battle,  VIII. 
170. 

Poor,  on  public  provision  for  the  support 
of  the,  II.  356.  Comment  on  Frank- 
lin's views  respecting  such  provision, 
360.  Further  remarks  on  same  sub- 
jects, 368.  The  whole  revenue  of 
the  nation  received  by  the,  in  Great 
Britain,  369.  Suggestions  respecting 
laws  for  their  support,  VII.  66.  Great- 
er industry  of  the,  in  Protestant  than 
in  Popish  countries,  67.  Public  pro- 
vision for,  an  evil,  X.  407. 

Poor  Richard's  Almanac,  extracts  from, 
II.  83,  85,  86,  89. 

Pope's  Nuncio,  his  note  to  Franklin, 
respecting  the  recognition  of  a  Cath- 
olic bishop  in  America,  IX.  548. 

Population,  observations  on  the  subject 
of,  II.  311.  Circumstances  tending 
to  diminish,  314.  Richard  Jackson's 
views  concerning,  321.  His  views  of 
the  influence  of  manners  upon,  322. 
Its  relative  increase  in  the  colonies, 
and  the  cause,  IV.  24.  Its  increase 
in  Rhode  Island,  38.  Cause  of  this 
great  relative  increase  of,  in  the  col- 
onies, 171. 

Port  Royal,  its  destruction  by  an  earth- 
quake, VI.  11. 

Portugal,  her  disposition  towards  the 
United  States,  VIII.  389.  Proposes 
a  treaty  with  them,  IX.  524,  537.  De- 
lay in  concluding  it,  X.  17.  Its  pro- 
gress, 29. 

Positions  to  be  examined  respecting 
National  Wealth,  II.  373. 

Potash,  Edmund  Quincy's  attempt  to 
introduce  the  manufacture  of,  VII. 
225. 

Potts,  Stephen,  a  member  of  the  Jun- 
to, I.  82.  His  death  and  character, 
VII.  181. 

Powder  Magazines,  best  method  of 
securing  them  from  lightning,  V.  407. 
Suggestions  for  the  security  of  those 
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at  Purfleet,  427.  Report  on  conduc- 
tors for  those  at  Purfleet,  430.  Im- 
portance of  securing  them,  432.  Fur- 
ther suggestions  for  constructing,  466. 
On  conductors  for  the  Purfleet,  VI. 
407. 

Pownall,  Thomas,  his  Administration 
of  the  Colonies  quoted,  respecting  the 
issue  of  paper  in  Pennsylvania,  II. 
277.  His  plan  for  giving  stability  to 
paper  money  in  the  colonies,  354. 
His  plan  for  settling  barrier  colonies, 
and  his  memorial  to  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  III.  69.  His  letter,  re- 
specting the  communication  of  equal 
rights  and  privileges  to  the  colonies, 
IV.  199.  His  conversation  with  Frank- 
lin, V.  32.  Biographical  notice  of, 
VII.  121.  His  objection  to  the  com- 
munication of  equal  rights  and  privi- 
leges to  the  colonies,  374.  His  exer- 
tions in  favor  of  the  American  cause 
in  Parliament,  442.  His  propositions 
for  peace,  IX.  355.  Congratulates 
Franklin  on  the  conclusion  of  peace, 
491.  His  Map  and  Description  of  the 
American  States,  X.  199.  Objects  to 
a  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  344. 

Prayers,  Franklin's  Motion  for,  in  the 
Convention,  V.  153. 

Pre&xistence,  of  the  doctrine  of,  VII. 
58. 

Preface  to  the  Speech  of  Joseph  Gallo- 
way, on  a  petition  to  the  King  for 
changing  the  proprietary  government 
of  Pennsylvania  into  a  royal  one, 
IV.  101. 

Preface  to  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  of 
the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Boston,  IV.  381. 

Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace  agreed 
on,  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  IX.  435  ;  and  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  442.  Com- 
plaint of  the  French  minister,  of  the 
mode  in  which  the  former  was  signed, 
449.  Signed  between  France,  Spain, 
and  Great  Britain,  473. 

Presbyterians,  their  concern  in  the  po- 
litical controversies  of  Pennsylvania, 
VII.  281. 

President  General,  constitution  of  the, 
under  the  plan  of  union,  III.  37.  His 
duty,  45;  and  powers,  46.  Provision 
in  the  event  of  his  death,  53. 

Press,  proceedings  of  the  Assembly 
of  Massachusetts  hostile  to  the  free- 
dom of  the,  I.  26.  Remarks  on  free- 
dom of  the,  II.  285.  Ironical  account 
of  the  court  of  the,  508.  Extent  of 
its  influence,  IX.  231.  Article  by 
Franklin  in  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette, 
on  its  abuse,  X.  339. 


Preston,  Captain,  his  conduct  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Boston  massacre,  IV. 
486.  What  should  be  the  effect,  in 
England,  of  the  issue  of  his  trial,  VII. 
499. 

Price,  Richard,  pamphlet  by,  com- 
mended, VIII.  171,  186.  Again  men- 
tioned, 214.  Complimentary  notice 
of,  by  Congress,  354.  His  writings 
commended,  417.  His  Observations 
on  the  Importance  of  the  American 
Revolution,  105,  113.  His  heresy,  X. 
365. 

Prices,  just  principle  for  the  regulation 
of,  examined,  II.  375. 

Priestley,  Joseph,  his  account  of  the 
hearing  of  the  Massachusetts  petition 
before  the  Privy  Council,  IV.  451  ; 
and  of  Franklin's  electrical  discover- 
ies, V.  179.  His  History  of  Electrici- 
ty alluded  to,  VI.  277.  His  experi- 
ments on  air,  344,  346,  404.  Frank- 
lin's opinion  of  him,  375 ;  and  of  his 
treatise  on  optics,  376.  Receives  the 
Copley  medal,  410.  Proposal  to  in- 
duce him  to  remove  to  America, 
VIII.  420.  Suggests  the  inflation  of 
balloons  with  inflammable  air,  X.  146. 
His  occupations,  274. 

Principles  of  Equity,  Lord  Karnes's, 
mentioned,  VII.  197. 

Principles  of  Trade,  II.  383. 

Pringle,  Sir  John,  his  remark  re- 
specting ventilation,  VI.  309.  His 
discourse  quoted,  relative  to  the  plan 
of  the  Royal  Society,  for  ascertaining 
the  attraction  of  mountains,  372.  His 
experiments  on  musquito  hawks,  442. 

Pringle,  John  J.,  his  account  of  an 
interview  with  Franklin,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Mr.  Izard's  complaints,  VIII. 
250. 

Printer's  widow,  curious  will  of  a, 
VII.  497. 

Printing,  a  new  method  of,  suggested 
by  C.  Colden,  VI.  18.  Its  advanta- 
ges, 22.  Mr.  Colden's  reply  to  Mr. 
Strahan's  objections  to  it,  26.  The 
objections  stated,  29.  On  earthen 
ware,  suggested,  VIII.  94.  Useful  to 
convey  moral  lessons,  95.  Logo- 
graphic  method  of,  X.  79. 

Prisoners,  American,  harsh  treatment 
of  the,  in  England,  VIII.  224.  Mr. 
Hartley's  efforts  for  their  relief,  234. 
On  the  exchange  of,  295.  Delay  in 
effecting  it,  323,  426.  Injustice  of  the 
British  in  reference  to,  435.  Further 
trouble  in  effecting  their  exchange, 
464.  Delay  in  the  exchange  of,  IX. 
34.  Their  situation  in  England,  87. 
Their  sufferings,  162,  176.  Corre- 
spondence of  the  American  Commis- 
sioners and  Lord  Stormont  respecting, 
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166.  Act  of  Parliament  for  the'  ex- 
change of,  213.  Their  release  order- 
ed, 283.  Their  exchange  and  condi- 
tion, 341. 
Privateering,  moral  character  of,  II. 
483.  Importance  of  preventing,  485. 
Article  in  the  treaty  with  Prussia 
concerning,  486.  Its  injustice,  IX. 
41.  Propositions  relative  to,  commu- 
nicated by  Franklin  to  Mr.  Oswald, 
467.  Reasons  for  abolishing,  521. 
Privateers,    regulations    of    Congress, 

respecting,  VIII.  298. 
Privy  Council,  account  of  the  hearing 
of  the  Massachusetts  petition  before 
the,  IV.    447.      Their   report    to   the 
King,  454.     Their  proceedings  in  re- 
ference  to  same   subject,   VIII.    103. 
Extract  from  their  minutes  appointing 
Mr.  Oswald  to  arrange  the  prelimina- 
ries of  a  treaty  of  peace,  IX.  267. 
Proclamation  of  the  King,  establishing 
four  distinct  governments  in  America, 
IV.  336.     Heads  contained  in  it,  337. 
Its  objects,  339.    Given  at  length,  374. 
Proposals  and   Queries  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Junto,  II.  551. 
Proposals  for  Consideration  in  the  Con- 
vention for  forming  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  V.  142. 
Proposals  relating  to  the  Education  of 

Youth  in  Pennsylvania,  II.  134. 
Proposed  Act  of  Parliament  for  prevent- 
ing Emigration,  examined,  IV.  458. 
Its  necessity,  460 ;.  practicability,  461 ; 
policy,  462;  justice,  464. 
Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,  their  un- 
constitutional proceedings  set  forth, 
III.  99.  Their  difficulties  with  the 
Assembly,  respecting  Indian  affairs, 
215.  Their  answer  to  the  Assembly, 
219.  Rejoinder  of  the  Assembly,  240. 
Character  of  their  instructions  to  the 
governor,  319.  A  portion  of  them 
communicated  to  the  Assembly,  510. 
Resolutions  of  the  Assembly  thereon, 
525.  Representation  of  the  Assembly 
to,  relative  to  Indian  expenses,  535. 
Their  answer,  538.  Report  of  the  As- 
sembly thereon,  544.  Estimate  of  the 
value  of  their  estate,  552.  Examina- 
tion of  the  estimate,  555.  Mr.  Logan's 
letter  respecting  their  right  to  the 
government  of  the  Delaware  Coun- 
ties, 573.  Their  difficulties  with  the 
people,  IV.  79.  Inconveniences  of 
that  mode  of  government,  81.  Peti- 
tion to  the  King  for  a  change,  93. 
Preface  to  the  Speech  of  Joseph  Gal- 
loway, on  the  subject,  101.  Their 
mercenary  conduct,  105.  Their  op- 
position to  the  act  for  taxing  their 
property,  110.  Report  in  the  Assem- 
bly relative  to  those  taxes,  117.  Their 
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difficulties  with  the  Assembly,  250. 
Defects  of  their  system  of  govern- 
ment, 276. 

Proprietary  Governments  of  the  colo- 
nies, their  character,  III.  97.  Argu- 
ment in  favor  of  changing  that  of 
Pennsylvania  into  a  royal  one,  IV.  78. 
Of  the,  in  Philadelphia,  X.  429. 

Proprietary  Governors  of  Pennsylvania, 
their  controversies  with  the  Assembly, 

III.  106.  Of  the  proprietary  govern- 
ment in  Philadelphia,  X.  429. 

Proprietary  Instructions.  See  Proprie- 
taries of  Pennsylvania. 

Prosecution,  effect  of  legal,  for  printing, 
VII.  57. 

Protection,  its  importance  as  the  sup- 
port of  trade,  II.  386. 

Protest  against  the  Appointment  of 
Franklin  as  Agent  of  Pennsylvania, 
his  remarks  on  the,  IV.  143.  .Novelty 
of  the  proceeding,  144. 

Protest  against  equality  of  voting  in 
Congress,  V.  109. 

Providence,  of  acquiescence  in  the  de- 
crees of,  VII.  58. 

Provincial  Governments  of  the  colonies, 
what,  III.  97. 

Prussia,  article  concerning  privateer- 
ing, in  her  treaty  with  the  United 
States,  II.  486.  Ironical  Edict  ascrib- 
ed to  the  King  of,  IV.  399;  again 
mentioned,  VIII.  90,91. 

Public  Advertiser,  Franklin's  letters  in 
the,  relative  to  the  controversy  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  colonies, 

IV.  526. 

Public  Men,  Dialogue  between  Socrates 
and  Glaucon,  respecting  the  qualifica- 
tions of,  II.  57. 

Pulteney,  William,  a  secret  agent 
from  the  British  ministry  to  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, VIII.  253.  Of  the  proposals  made 
by,  443. 

Punning,  remark  relating  to,  VII.  300. 

Purfleet,  suggestion  for  securing  the 
powder  magazines  at,  V.  427.  Report 
on  their  electrical  conductors,  430. 

Putrefaction,  its  rapid  progress  in  the 
bodies  of  animals  killed  by  lightning, 

V.  457. 


a. 


Quakers,  their  sentiments  on  the  sub- 
ject of  defence,  I.  151.  Their  first 
appearance  in  New  England,  II.  114. 
Their  address  to  the  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  pacific  meas- 
ures, 434.  Their  principle  in  regard 
to  bearing  arms  admitted  by  Governor 
Fletcher,  III.  142.  Of  the  proposition 
for  ejecting  them  from  the  Assembly 
of  Pennsylvania,  IV.  82. 
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Quartering  Act,  its  origin,  IV.  245. 

Quebec,  government  of,  erected  by  roy- 
al proclamation,  IV.  374. 

Queen  Anne,  her  instructions  to  Lord 
Cornbury,  relative  to  liberty  of  con- 
science in  New  Jersey,  IV.  86.  Her 
proclamation  for  producing  uniformity 
in  the  currency  of  the  colonies,  VIII. 
115. 

Queen  Charlotte,  present  of  Penn- 
sylvania silk  to,  VII.  458. 

Queries  and  Remarks  concerning  Alter- 
ations in  the  Constitution  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, V.  163. 

Quicksilver,  account  of  an  experiment 
for  the  congelation  of,  VI.  255. 

Quincy,  Edmund,  account  of,  VII.  225. 

Quincy,  Josiah,  a  commissioner  of 
Massachusetts,  is  aided  by  Franklin 
in  obtaining  a  grant  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, for  military  operations,  I.  180. 
His  memorial  to  the  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  exer- 
tions for  the  defence  of  the  colonies, 
III.  336.  His  acknowledgments  to 
that  body,  338.      Again   mentioned, 

VII.  226. 

Quincy,  Josiah,  Junior,  his  visit  to 
England  and  intercourse  with  Frank- 
lin, I.  372.     His  character  and  death, 

VIII.  129,   135,   144.      His    epitaph 
mentioned,  X.  10. 

Quitrents,  reservation  of,  by  William 
Penn,  III.  123. 


R. 


Rain,  cause  of  its  sudden  fall  after  light- 
ning, V.  217.  Of  the  falling  of  differ- 
ent quantities  of,  at  different  heights, 
over  the  same  ground,  VI.  336. 

Randolph,  Edward,  his  account  of 
New  England,  in  1676,  VII.  551. 

Raper,  proposes  to  Franklin  a  game 
of  chess  with  a  lady,  V.  8. 

Raven,  effect  of  lightning  on  his  rod, 
V.  395. 

Ray,  Catherine,  her  marriage  alluded 
to,  VII.  244. 

Raymond,  Chevalier  de,  VIII.  370. 

Rayneval,  M.  de,  communicates  to 
Franklin  the  proposal  of  the  British 
ministry  for  a  separate  treaty  with 
France,  IX.  204.  His  conference  with 
the  British  ministers,  421. 

Read,  Mrs.,  mother  of  Dr.  Franklin's 
wife,  her  death,  VII.  235. 

Read,  Deborah,  married  to  Franklin, 
1.96. 

Reading,  directions  for,  VII.  199. 

Reasons  against  partial  Unions  of  the 
Colonies,  III.  34. 

Reasons  and  Motions  on  which  the  Plan 


of  Union  of  the  Colonies  was  formed, 
111.  32. 

Reaumur's  thermometer,  how  gradu- 
ated, as  compared  with  Fahrenheit's, 
VI.  568. 

Reckoning,  influence  of  the  tides  in  af- 
fecting a  ship's,  VI.  77. 

Recommendations,  evils  of  facility  in 
granting,  VIII.  217.  Form  of  a  letter 
of,  218. 

Reconciliation  between  the  colonies  and 
Great  Britain,  Lord  Chatham's  motion 
for  measures  of,  VIII.  140.  Lord 
North's  proposal  for,  147.  Rendered 
hopeless  by  the  proceedings  of  the 
British,  156.  No  acceptable  terms  of, 
to  be  expected  from  England,  170. 
Urged  by  David  Hartley,  175.  On 
the  means  of  producing  a,  230.  Not 
to  be  effected  without  a  change  of 
ministry,  236.  Lord  North's  plan 
of,  237.  His  bill  for,  241,  245.  Bill 
rejected  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
480.  More  than  a  peace,  and  how  to 
be  effected,  IX.  196.  Insincerity  of 
Lord  North's  ministry  in  their  propo- 
sals for,  209.  Mr.  Fox's  desire  of,  271. 
Favorable  prospect  of,  282.  Likely  to 
be  promoted  by  the  release  of  Ameri- 
can prisoners,  283,  301.     See  Peace. 

Reflections  on  the  Augmentation  of 
Wages,  which  will  be  occasioned  in  Eu- 
rope by  the  American  Revolution. ,11.435. 

Religion,  Articles  of  Belief  and  Acts  of, 
II.  1. 

Religious  Opinions,  remarks  concern- 
ing, VII.  6. 

Religious  Subjects,  essays  upon,  II.  1. 

Remarks  and  Facts  relative  to  the  Amer- 
ican Paper  Money,  II.  340. 

Remarks  on  a  late  Protest  against  the 
Appointment  of  Mr.  Franklin  as  Agent 
of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  cir- 
cumstances under  which  they  were 
written,  IV.  143. 

Remarks  on  a  Plan  for  the  Future  Man- 
agement of  Indian  Affairs,  IV.  201. 

Remarks  on  a  particular  Militia  Bill, 
rejected  by  the  Proprietor's  Deputy  or 
Governor,  IV.  95. 

Renwick,  James,  his  life  of  Ritten- 
house  cited,  VI.  328. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  A g grievances 
of  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  III. 
97. 

Report  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  for 
Trade  and  the  Plantations,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Thomas  Walpole  and  his  as- 
sociates, for  a  grant  of  land  on  the 
Ohio,  IV.  303.  Various  objections  to 
the  grant,  304. 

Repository,  remarks  of  the,  quoted,  re- 
specting the  Parable  against  Persecu- 
tion, II.  121. 
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Representation,  proportion  between 
votes  and,  V.  149. 

Representation  to  the  King,  by  the  Lords 
Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions, alluded  to,  IV.  347. 

Repulsion,  in  electrical  bodies  doubted, 
V.  368.  Some  of  its  phenomena  dif- 
ficult to  explain,  384.  As  to  its  ex- 
istence in  electricity,  385. 

Resurrection,  Franklin's  views  in  regard 
to  the,  X.  149,  174. 

Rhode  Island,  report  of  Governor  Hop- 
kins, respecting  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation in,  IV.  38.  Appointment  of  a 
committee  of  correspondence,  by  the 
Assembly  of,  VII.  264. 

Rhubarb,  its  cultivation  in  America, 
VIII.  21. 

Rice,  Cochin-Chinese,  mentioned,  VIII. 
21. 

Richmann,  his  unfortunate  experiment 
in  electricity,  and  death,  V.  176. 
Another  allusion  to  his  death,  338. 

Ridicule,  remarks  on,  II.  17. 

Rise  and  Progress  of  the  Differences  be- 
twcen  Great  Britain  and  her  American 
Colonies,  IV.  526. 

Rittenhouse,  David,  his  observation 
of  the  melting  of  points  of  conductors, 
V.  483.  His  certificate  respecting 
Fitch's  steamboat,  X.  233. 

Rivers,  remarks  on  the  phenomena  of 
the  tide  in,  VI.  226.  Further  remarks, 
231.  Reasons  for  doubting  whether 
those  whose  beds  are  filled  for  some 
distance  with  salt  water  ever  reach 
the  sea,  234.  Inflammability  of  the 
surface  of  certain,  415. 

Rivington,  the  printer,  VIII.  528. 

Roberts,  Hugh,  his  opinion  of  Eliot's 
agricultural  writings,  VII.  51. 

Robinson,  Sir  Thomas,  his  opinion  of 
the  military  efforts  of  Pennsylvania, 
III.  284. 

Robinson,  Commissioner,  carries  to 
England  a  false  statement  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  Boston  on  the  5th  of 
March,  1769,  IV.  487. 

Rochefoucauld,  Duke  de  la,  cited,  I. 
410.  His  remarks  on  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  X.  351. 

Rochford,  Lord,  his  claim  to  islands 
in  the  Delaware  withdrawn,  VIII.  18. 
His  project  to  prevent  the  war,  547. 

Rods,  metallic,  their  utility  in  protect- 
ing from  the  effect  of  lightning,  V. 
311.  Proposed  thickness  of,  312. 
Utility  of  pointed,  in  preventing  a 
stroke,  313,  356.  Protection  afforded 
by,  to  the  house  of  Mr.  West,  374. 
On  the  construction  of,  392.  One 
design  of  the  pointed,  398.  Remarks 
on  the  proper  construction  of,  399. 
Uses  of,  416.     Prejudices  on  the  sub- 


ject of,  421.  Mr.  Wilson's  objections 
to  pointed,  434.  Experiments  showing 
their  utility ,  435.  Quantity  they  may 
be  expected  to  discharge,  436.  Benefit 
of  erecting  them  on  a  chimney,  rather 
than  between  two,  437.  How  to  judge 
of  the  proper  dimensions,  444.  Oc- 
casion of  the  controversy  respecting 
blunt  and  pointed,  445.  Landriani's 
work  on,  noticed,  482.  Mode  of  fix- 
ing, VII.  236.  Controversy  respect- 
ing blunt  and  pointed,  VIII.  226. 

Rohan,  Cardinal,  his  affair  of  the  dia- 
mond necklace,  X.  231. 

Roman  Catholics,  of  a  bishop  in  Amer- 
ica for,  IX.  548. 

Romans,  views  of  the  ancient,  respect- 
ing government,  II.  280.  Effect  of 
their  corrupt  manners  on  the  duration 
of  the  empire,  327.  Their  policy  in 
regard  to  states  under  their  control, 
IV.  45. 

Romas,  Marquis  de,  his  experiment 
with  a  kite,  subsequent  to  Frank- 
lin's, V.  177.  Quantity  of  lightning 
brought  down  by  his  kite,  437. 

Rome,  circumstances  attending  a  whirl- 
wind at,  VI.  149. 

Romilly,  Sir  Samuel,  his  remark 
quoted,  respecting  Franklin's  views 
of  the  criminal  law  and  privateering, 
II.  478. 

Rooms,  heated,  not  injurious,  VI.  58. 
Method  of  warming  with  little  fire, 
534.     Chinese  mode  of  warming,  538. 

Rosencrone,  instructs  the  Marquis  de 
Walterstorff  relative  to  a  treaty  with 
the  United  States,  IX.  487. 

Ross,  Major,  his  agency  in  regard  to 
the  discharge  of  Lord  Cornwallis  from 
his  parole,  IX.  329. 

Ross,  his  purchase  of  supplies  in  Eu- 
rope for  the  United  States,  VIII.  459. 

Rothenbuler,  introduction  of,  VII. 
260. 

Rouge,  mode  of  using,  in  Paris,  VII. 
360. 

Rousseau,  his  views  relative  to  the 
harmony  of  modern  music,  VI.  267. 

Royal  American  Regiment,  how  to  be 
constituted,  III.  484. 

Royal  Highlanders,  anecdote  of  the, 
IV.  76. 

Royal  Government,  argument  in  favor 
of  changing  the  proprietary  govern- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  into  a,  IV.  78. 
Petition  to  the  King  for  that  purpose, 
93.  Resolution  of  the  Assembly  in 
favor  of  a,  121.   Petitioners  for  a,  123. 

Royal  Society,  their  project  for  ascer- 
taining the  lateral  attraction  of  moun- 
tains, VI.  372.  Of  controversies  in 
the,  X.  77. 

Royalists,  American,  apologue  in  allu- 
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sion  to  their  claims  on  the  British 
government,  II.  168. 

Rules  for  reducing  a  great  Empire  to  a 
small  One,  account  of  its  origin,  IV. 
387. 

Rules  of  a  Club  established  for  Mutual 
Improvement,  II.  9. 

Russia,  proposed  mediation  of,  declined 
by  France,  IX.  3;  and  by  England, 
47.  Her  unaccountable  conduct,  234. 
Views  of,  in  regard  to  the  recognition 
of  American  independence  by  Hol- 
land, 325.     Her  mediation,  331. 

Russians,  their  power  of  enduring  heat 
and  cold,  VI.  59. 

Ruston,  Thomas,  his  thoughts  on 
American  finance,  mentioned,  VIII. 
50G. 

Rutledge,  Edward,  is  appointed  by 
Congress  a  commissioner  to  confer 
with  Lord  Howe,  V.  97. 


S. 


Sails  of  vessels,  suggestions  respecting 
their  construction,  VI.  465. 

St.  Asaph,  bishop  of.  See  Shipley, 
Jonathan. 

Salary,  Franklin's  argument  against 
allowing  a,  to  the  executive,  V.  144. 
Public  benefits  of  a  small,  X.  127. 

Sallust,  Don  Gabriel  of  Bourbon's 
version  of,  mentioned,  VIII.  167. 

Salt,  how  dissolved  in  water,  VI.  127. 
Some  qualities  of,  127.  Plan  of  duty 
on,  abandoned  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  VII.  342. 

Salt  Rain,  instance  of,  VI.  15G. 

Salva,  gives  information  of  the  at- 
tempt of  the  Algerines  to  seize  Amer- 
ican vessels,  IX.  506. 

Salvi,  his  Eloge  de  Filangieri,  quoted, 
X.  234. 

Sandwich,  Earl  of,  his  attack  on  Frank- 
lin in  the  House  of  Lords,  V.  52. 

Saracens,  their  treatment  of  prisoners 
of  war,  IV.  66. 

Saratoga,  effect  of  the  capitulation  of, 
VIII.  370. 

Saussure,  his  travels  in  the  Alps,  X. 
278.     Ascends  Mont  Blanc,  279. 

Savages,  remarks  concerning  the  North 
American,  II.  452. 

Scandal,  article  on,  II.  539. 

Schneiderus,  his  book  respecting  ca- 
tarrh, mentioned,  VI.  340. 

Schools,  origin  of  Latin  and  Greek  in 
Europe,  II.  157. 

Schweighauser,  his  high  charge  of 
commissions  as  American  agent,  VIII. 
359. 

Science,  rapid  progress  of  true,  VIII. 
418. 


Scotch  Song,  extracts  from  an  old, 
VIII.  299. 

Scotch  Tunes,  old,  causes  of  their  har- 
mony and  melody  investigated,  VI. 
263.  Their  union  of  melody  and  har- 
mony and  peculiar  construction,  264. 
How  composed  and  sung,  265.  Tyt- 
ler's  remarks  on  Franklin's  views  rel- 
ative to,  268. 

Scotland,  of  emigration  from,  to  Amer- 
ica, IX.  486. 

Sea,  the  source  of  lightning,  V.  215. 
Reason  for  doubting  this,  267.  Same 
subject  further  examined,  270.  Frank- 
lin retracts  the  hypothesis,  300.  On 
the  emission  of  light  from  the,  338. 
Bowdoin's  theory  respecting  its  lu- 
minous appearance,  VI.  190  ;  which  he 
attributes  to  animalcula,  191.  On  the 
saltness  of  the,  218. 

Sea  Voyage,  statement  of  the  precau- 
tions to  be  taken  by  those  who  are 
about  to  undertake  a,  II.  1(J6. 

Seagrave,  Captain,  his  account  of  his 
voyages  to  Guinea,  alluded  to,  IV.  69. 

Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  constituted 
by  Congress,  IX.  85. 

Secretary  of  Legation,  expediency  of 
appointing  a,  in  France,  IX.  43. 

Security  of  a  Dominion,  a  justifiable 
and  prudent  ground  upon  which  to 
demand  cessions  from  an  enemy, 
IV.  5. 

Segur,  Count  de,  introduced  to  Wash- 
ington, IX.  193. 

Self-denial,  shown  not  to  be  the  essence 
of  virtue,  II.  63. 

Self-praise,  vindicated,  VII.  52. 

Sending  Felons  to  America,  remarks  on, 

II.  495. 

Serapis,  her  capture  alluded  to,  VIII. 
396. 

Servants,  evil  arising  from  the  enlist- 
ment of,  in  Pennsylvania,  III.  103. 
Levies  made  among,  for  the  expedi- 
tion against  Carthagena,  210.  Address 
of  the  Assembly  to  the  governor  on 
the  subject,  465.  Respecting  the  en- 
listment of,  VII.  138. 

Sewall,  Jonathan,  his  vindication  of 
the  Hutchinson  letters,  mentioned, 
VIII.  99. 

Servers,  importance  of,  VI.  319.  Those 
of  London,  320  ;  of  Rome,  321.  Mode 
of  correcting  the  stench  of,  323. 

Seymour,  Attorney -general,  anecdote 
of,  X.  111. 

Shawanese  Indians,  message  of  the 
governor  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  As- 
sembly, relative  to  a  complaint  of  the, 

III.  459.  Desire  of  the  governor  to 
involve  the  province  in  a  war  with 
the,  471. 

Shelburne,    Lord,    conversation    of 
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Franklin  with,  on  American  affairs, 
VII.  354.  Another,  365.  His  views 
respecting  peace  with  the  United 
States,  VIII.  247.  Written  to,  by 
Franklin,  on  the  subject  of  peace,  IX. 
239.  Is  appointed  Secretary  of  State, 
and  sends  Mr.  Oswald  to  France,  240. 
His  memoranda,  given  by  Mr.  Oswald 
to  Franklin,  314.  Is  appointed  first 
lord  of  the  treasury,  360.  His  plan 
of  retaining  British  sovereignty  over 
America,  with  an  independent  parlia- 
ment, 362 ;  impracticable,  363.  End 
of  his  administration,  496 

Shells,  marine,  found  in  the  Appalachian 
mountains,  VI.  81. 

Shelves,  description  of  an  instrument 
for  taking  books  from,  VI.  562. 

Sherrington,  William,  his  observa- 
tion of  the  transit  of  Mercury,  VI.  187. 

Shipley,  Catherine  Louisa,  her  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  her  father,  X. 
379. 

Shipley,  Georgiana,  her  correspon- 
dence with  Franklin,  alluded  to,  VIII. 
40.  Some  of  her  writings  mentioned, 
502. 

Shipley,  Jonathan,  Franklin's  visit 
to,  VII.  538.  His  intimacy  with 
Franklin,  VIII.  40.  One  of  his  ser- 
mons commended,  40.  His  Speech 
mentioned,  124,  503.  His  last  illness 
and  death,  X.  379,  380.  Franklin's 
regret  for  his  loss,  391. 

Shipley,  William,  announces  to 
Franklin  his  election  as  a  member 
of  the  Society  for  the  Encouragement 
of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Com- 
merce, VII.  124. 

Ships,  on  the  comparative  length  of  the 
voyages  of,  across  the  Atlantic,  east- 
ward and  westward,  VI.  74.  Why 
generally  ahead  of  the  reckoning  in 
going  to  Europe,  and  behind  in  re- 
turning. 77. 

Shirley,  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
Franklin's  interview  with,  I.  178. 
Remarks  from  the  London  Chronicle 
relative  to  Franklin's  letters  to,  111.  56. 
His  acknowledgments  to  the  Assem- 
bly of  Pennsylvania  for  supplies,  467 
His  parting  compliment  to  the  As- 
sembly, 503.  Allusion  to  his  charac- 
ter, VII.  37.  His  commendation  of 
Franklin's  conduct  in  Braddock's  ex- 
pedition, 95.  His  situation  in  London 
alluded  to,  152. 

Shooting  Stars,  suggestion  as  to  the 
cause  of,  VI.  163. 

Short  Hints  towards  a  Scheme  for  unit- 
ing the  Northern  Colonies,  III.  26. 

Short,  one  of  his  telescopes  mention- 
ed, VI.  305. 

Sicily,  great  earthquake  in,  VI.  9. 


Sidney,  Algernon,  of  the  law  of  libel, 
as  laid  down  at  the  trial  of,  II.  294. 

Silk,  respecting  the  manufacture  of,  in 
America,  VII.  456.  Reeling  of,  486, 
513.  Certain  particulars  respecting 
its  culture,  527.  Its  culture  easy,  535. 
Produced  in  Pennsylvania,  VIII.  3,  4. 

Silver  Coin,  inexpediency  of  restricting 
the  exportation  of,  II.  395. 

Six  Nations,  their  honorable  character, 
IV.  70.  Anecdote  illustrating  this, 
71.  Particulars  respecting  their  ter- 
ritorial possessions  on  the  Ohio,  326. 
Of  their  sale  of  lands  south  of  the 
Ohio  to  the  King,  332.  Sir  W.  John- 
son's speech  to  the,  relative  to  a  ces- 
sion of  land,  341.  Their  agreement  to 
the  proposal,  342.  Their  complaint  at 
Fort  Pitt  of  the  disregard  of  their 
boundaries,  345.  Their  proposal  to 
instruct  young  whites  in  the  arts  of 
savage  life,  VII.  71.  Suspected  treach- 
ery of  the,  121. 

Sketch  of  Propositions  for  a  Peace,  V. 
113. 

Slavery,  Address  to  the  Public,  from 
the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  promot- 
ing the  Abolition  of,  II.  515.  Move- 
ments in  America  for  the  abolition  of, 
VIII.  42.  Pennsylvania  Society  for 
abolishing,  X.  320.  Early  efforts  in 
Pennsylvania  for  its  abolition,  403. 

Slaves,  value  of  the  labor  of  American, 
as  compared  with  that  of  British  la- 
borers, II.  314.  Duty  on,  imported 
into  the  French  islands,  X.  119. 

Slave  Trade,  letter  on  the,  II.  517. 
Remarks  on  the,  VIII.  17. 

Small,  Alexander,  his  remarks  on 
the  subject  of  ventilation,  VI.  307. 
Letter  to,  VIII.  481. 

Smallpox,  of  the  mortality  in  Boston 
by  inoculation  for  the,  VI.  118 ;  and 
in  Philadelphia,  120. 

Smeaton,  Watson's  observations  on 
the  air-pump  of,  VI.  188.  Those  of 
Franklin,  189. 

Smith,  William,  his  notice  of  Plain 
Truth,  III.  1.  Notice  of,  VII.  63. 
Franklin's  remarks  on  his  scheme  of 
education,  65.  Proceedings  of  the 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  against, 
174.  His  notice  of  Franklin,  as  agent 
of  the  province,  267. 

Smoke,  how  it  ascends  in  a  chimney, 
VI.  505.     See  Chimneys. 

Smuggling,  remarks  on,  and  its  various 
species,  II.  361.     Its  immorality,  362. 

Socrates,  Dialogue  between  Glaucon 
and,  respecting  public  men,  II.  57. 

Solander,  Daniel  Charles,  VI.  342. 

Sound,  doubt  expressed  whether  air 
be  the  best  medium  for  conducting, 
VI.  251. 
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South  Carolina,  Assembly  of,  removed 
from  Charleston  to  Port  Royal,  IV. 
489.  Authorizes  the  procuring  of  ves- 
sels of  war  in  Europe,  VIII.  267. 

South  Carolina  Frigate,  of  the  indem- 
nity claimed  for  her  services  to  Spain, 
X.  142. 

Spain,  remarks  on  the  propositions  of 
the  United  States  in  regard  to,  VIII. 
212.  Dilatory  and  reserved  conduct 
of,  IX.  147.  Her  pretended  conquest 
of  the  Illinois  country,  206.  Inter- 
view of  Franklin  and  Jay  with  Count 
d'Aranda,  relative  to  a  treaty  with, 
350.  Preliminary  articles  of  peace 
signed  between  England,  France,  and, 
473.  Law  respecting  labor  in,  X.  115. 
Gardoqui  appointed  her  minister  to 
the  United  States,  140.     See  Peace. 

Spaniards,  anecdote  illustrating  the 
honor  of  the,  IV.  69. 

Spectacles,  of  choosing,  VII.  535,  541, 
542.  Advantage  of  double,  X.  133, 
150.     How  constructed,  178. 

Speech,  on  freedom  of,  II.  285. 

Speeches,  Franklin's  in  the  Convention 
on  salaries,  V.  144  ;  and  in  committee 
on  the  proportion  between  representa- 
tion and  votes,  149.  At  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  deliberations  of  the  Con- 
vention, 155. 

Spelling,  scheme  of  a  reformed  mode 
of,  VI.  295.  Various  examples  of, 
300.  Absurdity  of  the  usual  method 
of,  X.  265. 

Spider,  counterfeit,  an  electrical  exper- 
iment, V.  187. 

Spies,  concerning  the  employment  of, 
in  war,  III.  6. 

Spots  on  the  Su?i,  Dr.  Wilson's  hypoth- 
esis respecting,  VI.  369. 

Springs,  respecting  the  origin  of  those 
in  mountains,  VI.  80. 

Spry,  Commodore,  his  testimonial  in 
favor  of  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, III.  530. 

Square,  magic,  Franklin's  construction 
of  a,  VI.  100.  Of  eight,  101.  Of  six- 
teen, 102. 

Staffordshire  Chimney,  account  of  the, 
VI.  531. 

Stamp  Act,  its  origin,  I.  291.  Opposed 
by  Franklin,  294.  His  letter  concern- 
ing its  repeal  or  suspension,  IV.  156. 
Probable  effect  of  such  a  measure,  159. 
Franklin's  examination  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  relative  to  its 
repeal,  161.  Of  the  facility  of  exe- 
cuting it,  163 ;  and  ability  of  the 
people  to  pay  the  duties  under  it,  164. 
Cannot  be  executed,  178.  Hints  for 
a  Reply  to  Protests  against  the  Repeal 
of  the,  206.  Its  effect  in  alienating 
the  affections  of  the  colonists,  and  ef- 


fect of  its  repeal,  383.  Proceedings 
in  America  in  consequence  of  its  pas- 
sage, 470.  Dissatisfaction  in  Penn- 
sylvania on  account  of  the,  VII.  297. 
Excitement  produced  by  it,  305.  Its 
repeal,  308,  311.  Proceedings  in 
Pennsylvania  on  account  of  its  re- 
peal, 317.  Franklin's  agency  in  pro- 
curing the  repeal  commended,  318. 
Its  produce  in  America,  VIII.  23. 
Its  passage  not  to  be  prevented,  X. 
430.     Its  repeal,  431 . 

Standing  Army,  in  the  colonies,  un- 
constitutional, without  their  consent, 
VII.  475. 

Stanley,  John,  a  musical  composer, 
X.  304. 

Star-chamher,  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
of,  in  cases  of  libel,  II.  287. 

Stark,  VI.  385. 

Stars,  suggestion  as  to  the  cause  of 
shooting,  VI.  163. 

State  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Colonies, 
Franklin's  remarks  on  Governor  Pow- 
nall's,  and  mode  of  its  publication, 
IV.  270. 

Stereotype  Printing,  a  species  of,  sug- 
gested by  C.  Colden,  VI.  18. 

Stevenson,  Margaret,  particulars 
respecting,  VII.  150.  Her  death,  IX. 
475. 

Stevenson,  Mary,  Franklin's  remarks 
on  her  inquiry,  Why  the  Bristol  wa- 
ters grow  warmer  by  pumping,  VI. 
225.  Some  account  of  her  history, 
VII.  151.  Advice  to,  418.  Franklin's 
remarks  on  Mr.  Hewson's  proposal 
of  marriage  to,  471.  See  Hewson, 
Mary. 

Stifelius,  his  magic  square  of  sixteen, 
VI.  102. 

Stiles,  Ezra,  notice  of,  VI.  260.  In- 
quires of  Franklin  concerning  his  re- 
ligious opinions,  X.  422. 

Stirling,  Lord,  mentioned,  VIII.  180. 

Stone,  remedies  for  the,  VII.  15.  Black- 
rie's  solvent,  X.  163.  Franklin's  mode 
of  alleviating  the  pain  of,  327. 

Storm,  suggestion  respecting  the  course 
of  a  northeast,  VI.  SO,  105,  219.  As 
to  the  cause,  221. 

Stormont,  Lord,  his  indecorous  reply 
to  the  American  Commissioners  in 
France,  IX.  166. 

Stove,  account  of  the  invention  of 
Franklin's,  VI.  34.  Benefits  and  dis- 
advantages of  the  Holland  iron,  43. 
Account  of  the  German,  44.  De- 
scription of  Franklin's,  44. 

Stoves,  for  public  buildings,  remarks  on, 
VI.  397.  For  burning  pitcoal  and  con- 
suming smoke,  described,  543. 

Strachey,  introduced  to  Franklin  by 
Mr.  Townshend,  IX.  423. 
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Strahan,  William,  his  queries  re- 
specting American  affairs,  and  Frank- 
lin's answers  ;  his  character  and  rank, 

IV.  258.  His  objections  to  Colden's 
new  method  of  printing,  VI.  29.  No- 
tice of,  VII.  156.  His  character  of 
Franklin,  addressed  to  Mrs.  Franklin, 
156.  Proposes  to  Franklin  to  settle 
in  England,  195.  Ironical  letter  to, 
VIII.  155.  Urges  Franklin  to  visit 
England,  X.  65. 

Stuart,  observations  on  his  drawings 
of  waterspouts,  VI.  139. 

Stuber,  Henry,  his  account  of  Frank- 
lin's early  electrical  discoveries,  V. 
173.  Continues  the  Memoirs  of 
Franklin,  404. 

Suffolk,  Lord,  his  views  respecting 
peace  with  America,  VIII.  247. 

Sugar  Act,  its  character,  and  the  hos- 
tility of  the  colonists  to  it,  IV.  169. 

Sugar  Islands,  A  Thought  concerning 
the,  II.  419. 

Sullivan,  John,  his  agency  in  regard 
to  the  conference  between  the  Com- 
mittee of  Congress  and  the  British 
Commissioners,  V.  97,  104. 

Sulphur,  difference  in  the  electricity  of 
a  globe  of  glass  charged  and  one  of, 

V.  273.  Probable  cause  of  the  dif- 
ference, 275.  Reasons  for  believing 
that  the  globe  of,  charges  negatively, 
280. 

Sun,  hypothesis  respecting  spots  in  the, 

VI.  369. 

Supplement  to  the  Boston  Independent 
Chronicle,  account  of  a,  V.  125. 

Supplemental  Treaty,  David  Hartley's, 
mentioned,  IX.  505. 

Surinam  Eel.     See  Torpedo. 

Susquehanna  Indians,  anecdote  relating 
to  the,  II.  456. 

Sweden,  of  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and,  IX.  342.  Full  powers  ex- 
changed by  the  ambassador  of,  with 
Dr.  Franklin,  460.  Conclusion  of  the 
treaty,  495.  Ratifications  exchanged, 
524.  Project  of  a  treaty  with,  543. 
Its  progress,  X.  29.  King  of,  visits 
Paris,  440. 

Swimming,  Franklin's  skill  in,  I.  63. 
Remarks  on  the  art  of,  VI.  286.  How 
to  acquire  it,  287.  Ease  with  which  it 
maybe  acquired,  288.  Its  importance, 
290.  Different  modes  of,  291.  By 
means  of  a  kite,  293. 

Swiss  Cantons,  their  political  condition, 
X.  342. 


T. 


Talbot,  Silas,  IX.  57. 
Tallow  Tree,  Chinese,  mentioned,  VIII. 
21. 


Tariff  Laics,  remarks  on,  VI.  82. 

Taxes,  of  the  voice  of  the  people  in 
choosing  the  rulers  who  impose,  III. 
57.  On  the  imposition  of  direct,  on 
the  colonies  without  their  consent,  58. 
Distinction  between  external  and  in- 
ternal, IV.  174.  Suggestion  in  regard 
to,  X.  45.     In  the  United  States,  323. 

Tea,  effect  of  the  non-repeal  of  the  duty 
on,  IV.  383.  Increase  of  smuggling, 
and  diminution  of  receipts  from  duties 
on,  385.  Arrival  of  the,  in  Boston,  in 
1773,  506.  Franklin  assents  to  pay- 
ment for  the,  as  a  basis  of  compromise, 
V.  14.  Duty  on,  continued  by  Eng- 
land as  a  matter  of  national  pride, 
VIII.  24.  Repeal  of  the  duty  con- 
sidered by  Parliament,  35.  Views  in 
England  on  the  subject,  48.  Project 
to  avoid  the  repeal,  86,  96.  That  the 
Americans  ought  not  to  pay  for  that 
which  was  destroyed,  130. 

Teedyuscung,  an  Indian  chief,  his 
conference  with  the  whites  at  Easton, 
VII.  125. 

Telescope,  newly  invented,  VIII.  433. 

Temperance,  signs  of,  VI.  391. 

Temple,  John,  his  duel  with  Mr. 
Whately,  in  consequence  of  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Hutchinson  Letters, 
IV.  434  ;  his  agency  in  procuring 
them,  443.     Again,  VIII.  100,  102. 

Tender,  suggestion  for  emitting  money 
with  a  legal,  VII.  398. 

Tengnagel,  his  account  of  the  preser- 
vation of  a  Dutch  ship,  by  pouring  oil 
on  the  waves,  VI.  364. 

Tennent,  Gilbert,  Franklin's  advice 
to,  I.  167. 

Tests,  their  inexpediency,  VIII.  505. 

Theory  of  the  Earth,  Franklin's,  VI.  443. 

Thermometer,  construction  of  the  elec- 
trical air,  V.  371.  Remarks  on  the, 
389.  Some  experiments  with  the, 
described,  VI.  261.  Mode  of  reducing 
the  graduation  of  Fahrenheit's  to 
Reaumur's,  and  the  reverse,  VII.  52. 

Thermometrical  Observations  recom- 
mended, VI.  260. 

Thirst,  mode  of  relieving,  at  sea,  VI. 
233. 

Thomas,  George,  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, remarks  on  the  proceedings 
of,  IV.  103. 

Thought  concerning  the  Sugar  Islands, 
II.  419. 

Thoughts  concerning  Executive  Justice^ 
11.478;  X.  293. 

Thundergusts,  Observations  and  Sup- 
positions towards  forming  a  new  Hy- 
pothesis for  explaining  the  Phenomena 
of,  V.  211.  Most  dangerous  situation 
during,  220.  Not  often  experienced 
at  sea  far  from  land,  and  why,  222. 
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Tides,  influence  of  the,  in  producing 
error  in  a  ship's  reckoning  at  sea.  VI. 
77.  On  the  phenomena  of  the,  in 
rivers,  226.  Further  remarks  on  the, 
231. 

Toad,  its  tenacity  of  life,  VI.  381.  Ac- 
count of  a,  imbedded  in  solid  stone, 
441.  Suggestion  as  to  the  cause  of 
their  retaining  life,  442. 

Todd,  Jonathan,  his  objections  to 
some  of  Franklin's  meteorological 
theories  stated,  VI.  171.  Remarks  on 
the  trade-wind,  174.  Franklin's  re- 
ply,  170. 

Toderini,  J.  B.,  his  account  of  his 
Filosqfia  Frankliniana,  VI.  351. 

Toleration,  in  Old  England  and  New 
England,  remarks  on,  II.  112;  X.  349. 

Torpedo,  method  of  ascertaining  wheth- 
er its  shock  be  electrical,  V.  412.  Mr. 
Walsh's  mode  of  ascertaining  this 
fact,  VI.  348. 

Tourmalin,  on  the  electricity  of  the, 
V.  363.  Positive  and  negative  states 
of  the  opposite  sides  of  the  heated, 
365. 

Townshend,  Charles,  his  plan  for 
raising  a  revenue  in  America,  IV. 
247.  His  claim  of  credit  for  suggest- 
ing this  plan,  VII.  339. 

Townshend,  Thomas,  is  appointed 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, IX.  371. 

Trade,  note  respecting,  II.  366.  Its 
principles  stated,  383.  Definition, 
true  end,  and  best  support  of,  385. 
More  benefited  by  industry  than  by 
money,  392.  On  the  interference  of 
governments  with,  401.  Notions  con- 
cerning, 418.  Necessity  of  restrict- 
ing, in  the  United  States,  in  1788, 
X.  337. 

Tradesman,  Franklin's  advice  to  a 
young,  II.  87. 

Trade-wind,  suggestions  respecting  the 
cause  of  the,  VI.  133.  Todd's  objec- 
tion to  Franklin's  views,  174.  Frank- 
lin's reply,  176. 

Transit  of  Mercury,  preparations  for 
observing  the,  VI.  159.  Distribution 
of  letters  relating  to  the,  160. 

Transit  of  Venus,  observations  on  the 
expected,  V.  421.  Concerning  some 
observations  of  the,  VII.  455. 

Traveller,  humorous  letter  of,  in  regard 
to  newspapers,  VII.  287. 

Treaty  of  Alliance  concluded  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  pro- 
visions of  the,  VIII.  239. 

Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Austria,  re- 
specting a,  IX.  543;  X.  118,  142. 
With  Bavaria,  IX.  542.  With  Den- 
mark, 487,  510,  512 ;  its  progress, 
524,  529,  537,  542;    X.  29.      With 


France,  concluded,  VIII.  239.  With 
Great  Britain,  proposed,  IX.  496;  its 
progress,  X.  18,  20;  its  delay,  112, 
307.  With  Morocco,  IX.  530  ;  X.  16, 
31,34,35.  With  Portugal,  IX.  524, 
537;  its  progress,  X.  29.  With  Swe- 
den, IX.  342,  383,  443;  powers  ex- 
changed, 460  ;  concluded  and  ratified, 
495,  524  ;  X.  29. 

Treaty  of  Peace.     See  Peace. 

Trenck,  Baron,  a  statement  of  denied 
by  Franklin,  X.  411. 

Tromond,  VIII.  189. 

Truce  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  proposed,  VIII.  332. 
Franklin's  views  on  the  subject,  345. 

True  State  of  the  Proceedings  in  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  rela- 
tive to  the  Giving  and  Grunting  the 
Money  of  the  People  of  that  Province 
and  all  America,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, where  they  are  not  represented, 
IV.  466. 

Truxtun,  Commodore,  his  machine  for 
stopping  the  motion  of  vessels,  VI. 
484.     His  naval  services,  X.  217. 

Tucker,  Josiah,  his  plan  for  protecting 
the  colonies  from  the  Indians,  III.  48 
His  views  exposed,  relative  to  the 
Indian  war,  IV.  215;  to  the  taxing 
power  of  Parliament,  216  ;  and  on 
the  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  regard 
to  colonial  commerce,  225.  General 
views  of  his  character  and  writings  ; 
his  plan  for  separating  the  colonies 
from  the  mother  country,  516.  At- 
tacks Franklin,  who  demands  an  ex- 
planation, 519.  Repeats  the  charge 
of  Franklin's  applying  for  a  place  un- 
der the  Stamp  Act,  521.  His  disin- 
genuous conduct,  525.  His  zealous 
hostility  to  Franklin,  VII.  366. 

Turgot,  his  application  of  a  Latin 
verse  to  Franklin,  VIII.  537.  A  let- 
ter of,  mentioned,  X.  105. 

Turin,  present  by  the  Academy  of, 
VIII.  188. 

Turini,  Pietro,  communicates  to 
Franklin  his  work  on  electrical  con- 
ductors, VI.  424. 

Turkey,  of  the  proposed  conquest  of, 
X.  329,  334. 

Turkey,  killed  by  electricity,  V.  346. 
Recommended  as  the  representative 
of  America,  X.  63. 

Turks,  mode  of  visiting  among  the, 
II.  28.  Their  treatment  of  captives, 
IV.  65. 

Twyford,  visit  of  Franklin  to,  VII. 
254. 

Tytler,  his  remarks  on  Franklin's 
letter  relating  to  old  Scotch  tunes, 
VI.  268.   His  account  of  Lord  Karnes's 
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views  on  the  subject  of  a  consolidat- 
ing  union   between    Britain  and  the 


colonies,  VII.  334. 


U. 


Union  of  the  Colonies,  papers  relating 
to  the  plan  of,  III.  22. 
United  States,  remarks  on  the  paper 
money  of  the,  II.  421.  Comparison 
of,  with  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to  the 
basis  of  credit,  426.  Rate  of  wages 
in  the,  440.  Their  general  condition 
at  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
461.  Their  agriculture,  462.  Their 
fisheries,  463.  Trade,  464.  Of  par- 
ties in  the,  465.  Erroneous  notions 
prevailing  in  Europe  in  regard  to  the, 
467.  Mediocrity  of  the  general  con- 
dition in  the,  468.  To  whom  there 
might  be  advantage  in  emigration  to 
the,  470.  Of  manufactures  in  the, 
474.  Article  respecting  privateering, 
in  their  treaty  with  Prussia,  486.  Views 
respecting  the  Constitution  of  the,  V. 
155.  Treaty  of  alliance  concluded 
between  France  and  the,  VIII.  239. 
Condition  of  their  finances  in  1779, 
308.  Their  alliance  with  France  an 
obstacle  to  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
312.  Objections  to  their  quitting  the 
alliance,  317.  Rapid  growth  of  the, 
323.  Excessive  purchase  of  superflu- 
ities in  the,  327.  Depreciation  of 
their  currency  in  1779,  329.  State  of 
their  financial  affairs  in  France,  355. 
Of  dissensions  in  the,  370.  Of  a  cop- 
per coinage  for  the,  383.  Importation 
of  superfluities  in  the,  403,  Will 
not  treat  without  their  allies,  413. 
Mr.  Jebb's  proposal  of  their  federal 
union  with  Great  Britain,  508.  Dis- 
tressed state  of  their  affairs  in  1780, 
535.  Additional  loan  by  France  to 
the,  IX.  1.  Of  supplies  in  France 
for  the,  32.  Feeling  entertained  in 
the,  towards  France,  104.  Of  their 
claim  as  far  west  as  the  Mississippi, 
129  ;  and  to  fish  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland,  135.  Policy  of  Great 
Britain  to  separate  France  and  the, 
189.  Condition  of  their  affairs  in 
1782,  222.  Their  credit  injured  by 
soliciting  foreign  alliances,  285.  Rea- 
sons why  they  should  treat  without 
any  of  their  allies  but  France,  306. 
Their  financial  embarrassment  early 
in  1783,  464.  Intelligence  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the,  X.  2.  Difficulty  of  meet- 
ino-  their  drafts,  43.  Of  luxury  in  the, 
113.  Their  tranquillity  in  1784,  124, 
155.  Their  condition  in  1785,  235. 
In  1786,  250,  253,  276.  In  1787,  294. 
Attempts  to  disparage  the,  298.    Con- 

vol.  x.  68 


stitution  of  the,  299.     Of  public  credit 
in  the,  335.     See  Peace. 
University  of  Pennsylvania,    their   ad- 
dress to   Franklin  on  his  return  from 
France, V.  140. 


V. 


Value,  labor  the  best  measure  of,  II. 
265.  Of  agricultural  labor  as  a  meas- 
ure, VII.  435. 

Vanity,  extract  from  an  essay  on  hu- 
man, II.  179. 

Vaughan,  Benjamin,  his  vindication 
of  Franklin  in  reference  to  the  Hutch- 
inson letters,  IV.  446,  450.  His  edi- 
tion of  Franklin's  writings,  VIII.  404. 
His  views  on  the  subject  of  reconcil- 
iation, IX.  433.  Urges  Dr.  Franklin 
to  write  a  memoir  of  his  life,  478. 
Vegetation,  on  the  cooling  of,  by  evap- 
oration, VI.  216.  Its  effect  on  nox- 
ious air,  414. 

Ventilation,  remarks  on,  VI.  307.  Me- 
phitic  quality  communicated  to  the 
air  by  respiration,  308.  Utility  of 
chimneys  for,  309.  Dr.  Hales's  sug- 
gestion respecting,  310.  Franklin's 
mode  of,  311.  Dr.  Armstrong's  view 
of  its  importance,  314.  Defect  of 
hospitals  in  this  respect,  315.  Influ- 
ence of  trees  in,  322. 
Venus,  remarks  on  the  expected  transit 
of,  V.  420.  On  some  observations  of 
the  transit,  VII.  455. 
Veome,  Count  del,  introduced  to  Mr. 

Livingston,  IX.  519. 
Vergennes,  Count  de,  interview  of 
the  American  commissioners  with, 
VIII.  194.  His  desire  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  M.  Gerard  should  be 
concealed  from  Arthur  Lee,  260. 
Franklin's  account  to,  of  conversa- 
tions with  Mr.  Hartley  and  Mr.  Chap- 
man, 268.  Expresses  his  satisfac- 
tion with  the  account,  271.  His  dis- 
satisfaction with  Mr.  Adams,  448. 
His  comment  on  the  resolution  of 
Congress  ordering  drafts  on  Franklin, 
515.  Interviews  of  Franklin  with,  IX. 
76.  Mr.  Oswald  recommended  to, 
243.  His  interview  with  Oswald  and 
Franklin,  245.  Demands  that  the 
first  proposition  to  treat  should  come 
from  England, 248.  Conversation  with 
Mr.  Grenville,  273.  Insists  that  no  aid 
was  given  by  France  to  the  United 
States,  till  their  independence  was  de- 
clared, 274.  Communicates  to  Franklin 
the  fact,  that  Mr.  Grenville's  commis- 
sion relates  to  France  only,  299.  His 
view  of  the  mission  of  Mr.  Walpole, 
329.  Is  satisfied  with  Mr.  Grenville's 
powers  to  treat,  335 ;  but  doubts  his 
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good  faith,  338.  Doubts  the  sincerity 
of  the  British  ministry  in  proposing 
the  negotiation,  373.  Complains  of 
the  signature  of  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  by  the  American  commission- 
ers without  communication  with  the 
French  court,  449.  His  communica- 
tion to  M.  de  la  Luzerne  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  his  opinion  of  the  treaty,  453. 
His  comment  on  the  intercepted  let- 
ter of  M.  de  Marbois,  463.  Refuses 
to  sign  the  definitive  treaty  with 
England  until  that  of  the  United 
States  is  signed,  X.  17.  His  expres- 
sions of  regret  at  Franklin's  departure 
from  France,  171. 

Vermont,  disturbances  in  New  Hamp- 
shire and,  IX.  162. 

Vernon,  Charles,  his  account  of  the 
treatment  of  Mr.  Laurens  in  the  Tow- 
er, VIII.  516. 

Versailles,  visit  of  Franklin  to,  VII.  361. 

Vessels,  on  the  form  of  least  resistance, 
VI.  463.  On  the  means  of  diminish- 
ing the  resistance  of  the  air  by  a  new 
arrangement  of  the  sails,  465.  On  the 
construction  of  the  cables  of,  468. 
Means  of  preserving,  from  overset- 
ting, 472.  Construction  of  double, 
473.  Of  accidents  by  fire,  lightning, 
and  collision,  475.  And  from  ice, 
476.  Of  the  Indian  and  Chinese,  477. 
Various  moving  powers,  478.  Of  a 
swimming  anchor,  481.  Of  machines 
for  stopping  the  motion  of,  482.  Ef- 
fect of  currents  on  the  motion  of,  485. 
Health  of  the  crews  of,  489. 

Vicq,  d'Azyr,  Felix,  some  account  of, 
VI.  433. 

Vienna,  visit  of  Franklin  to,  suggest- 
ed, IX.  501. 

Vindication  and  Offer  from  Congress 
to  Parliament,  circumstances  that  pro- 
duced the  work,  V.  83. 

Virginia,  conduct  of  the  British  army 
in,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  II. 
503.  Views  of  the  commissioners  of, 
relative  to  lands  south  of  the  Great 
Kenhawa,  IV.  332.  View  of  the 
House  of  Burgesses  of,  relative  to 
colonization  in  the  interior,  365.  In- 
quiry how  far  the  jurisdiction  of,  can 
be  extended  to  the  Ohio,  372.  Reso- 
lutions of,  respecting  a  Congress,  VII. 
295.  Her  resolutions  on  the  subject 
of  a  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
VIII.  54.  Respecting  supplies  ob- 
tained in  Europe  for,  320. 

Virtue,  its  character  and  effect  delin- 
eated, II.  19.  Dialogue  concerning, 
46.  Another  dialogue  respecting,  51. 
Self-denial  shown  not  to  be  the  es- 
sence of,  63. 

Vis  Inertia  of  matter,  remarks  on  the, 


VI.  87.  Baxter's  doctrine  on  the  sub- 
ject examined,  and  its  existence  de- 
nied, 88.   Subject  again  referred  to,  93. 

Visits,  how  to  be  regulated,  II.  27. 
Turkish  mode  of  making,  28. 

Volcanic  Action  in  Italy,  VI.  373. 

Volta,  an  electrical  experiment  by, 
V.  476. 

Voting,  on  the  just  proportion  between 
representation  and,  V.  169. 

Voyage,  Journal  of  a,  from  England  to 
America,  by  Franklin,  I.  547.  Plan 
of  a,  for  exchanging  the  productions 
of  civilized  and  uncivilized  countries, 
II.  378.  Reason  of  the  greater  length 
of  the  westward,  than  the  eastward, 
across  the  Atlantic,  VI.  74.  Means 
of  securing  comfort  on  a,  491.  Arti- 
cles essential  for  a,  493. 

W. 

Waddell,  Captain,  effect  of  lightning 
on  his  compass,  V.  276. 

Wages,  to  be  raised  in  Europe  by  the 
American  Revolution,  II.  435.  Evils 
arising  from  the  low  rate  of,  436. 
Impolicy  of  attempting  to  depress  the 
rate,  437.  Low  rate  of,  not  the  cause 
of  the  advantages  of  commerce,  439. 
Rates  of,  in  the  United  States,  440. 
Rates  of,  how  to  be  affected  in  Europe 
by  the  high  rates  in  America,  441. 
Effect  of  the  facility  of  emigration 
from  Europe  upon  the  rates  of,  443. 

Walpole,  Thomas,  circumstances  re- 
lating to  a  grant  to  him  and  others  of 
lands  on  the  Ohio,  IV.  302.  Dissuades 
Franklin  from  presenting  his  proposed 
protest  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  V.  81. 

Walpole,  Count  de  Vergennes's  view 
of  his  mission,  IX.  329. 

Walpole's  Grant,  some  account  of,  I. 
339.  Extracts  of  letters  from  Franklin 
on  the  subject,  IV.  263.  Alluded  to, 
V1L.  355,  517.  Franklin's  agency  in 
procuring,  VIII.  1.  See  Ohio  Settle- 
ment. 

Walsh,  John,  his  discover}'  respecting 
the  torpedo,  VI.  348.  Mode  of  ascer- 
taining its  essential  quality,  349.  His 
discovery  respecting  the  effect  of  a 
vacuum  on  electricity,  413. 

Walter,  his  experiments  in  logograph- 
ic  printing,  X.  8. 

Walterstorf  is  instructed  to  pro- 
mote the  conclusion  of  a  commercial 
treaty  between  Denmark  and  the 
United  States,  IX.  487. 

War,  principles  on  which  it  should  be 
conducted,  II.  487.  Absurdity  of, 
VIII.  417.     Again,  X.  26. 

Washington,  George,  mentioned  as 
commander  of  the   Virginia    forces, 
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VII.  122.  His  views  in  regard  to  non- 
importation and  non-exportation  reso- 
lutions, 373.  Committee  appointed 
by  Congress  to  confer  with,  respecting 
the  army,  VIII.  160.  Cabals  against, 
305.  His  reputation  in  Europe,  376. 
Proposal  of  Franklin  to  him  to  visit 
Europe,  429.  Houdon's  statue  of,  X. 
117.  Congratulates  Franklin  on  his 
return  from  France,  225.  Expresses 
his  readiness  to  sit  to  Houdon,  228. 
Compliments  Franklin  on  his  recovery 
of  health,  397. 

Water,  passage  of  the  electric  fluid 
through,  V.  210.  New  relation  be- 
tween it  and  metals,  260.  Correction 
of  the  mistake  that  these  alone  are 
conductors,  283.  Experiments  on 
boiling,  and  glass  heated  by  boil- 
ing, 367.  Of  the  explosion  of,  393. 
Mode  of  its  solution  in  air,  VI. 
128.  Of  the  adhesion  of,  160.  Qual- 
ities of  its  constituent  particles,  161. 
Mr.  Todd's  objection  to  Franklin's 
theory  relative  to  the  attraction  be- 
tween air  and,  171.  Cooling  of,  by 
evaporation,  214.  Fresh,  produced  by 
distillation,  218.  Of  salt,  made  fresh 
by  distillation,  231 .  More  compressible 
in  winter  than  summer,  258.  Differ- 
ence of  navigation  in  shoal  and  deep, 
286.  How  to  preserve  it  clear  and 
sweet,  324.  Explosion  of  metallic  or 
glass  drops  in,  384.  Vegetation  of 
plants  in,  423. 

Waterhouse,  Benjamin,  VIII.  529. 

Waterspouts,  suggestion  respecting  the 
cause  of,  VI.  136.  Of  direct  and  de- 
scending, 137.  Remarks  on  Stuart's 
drawings  of,  139.  Description  of  one 
at  Antigua,  143.  Whirlwinds  sup- 
posed to  be  identical  with,  147.  Their 
motion  and  origin,  147.  Descending, 
probably  rare,  149.  Explanation  of, 
suggested,  150.  Not  always  attended 
by  whirlwinds,  165.  Why  stopped 
by  thunder  and  cannon,  167.  Circum- 
stances favoring  the  idea  of  their  de- 
scent, 168.  Colden's  description  of  a, 
179.  Extract  from  Dampier's  Voy- 
ages relative  to,  183.  On  the  coast  of 
New  Orleans,  185.  Remarks  of  Mr. 
Colden  on,  199. 

Watson,  Richard,  Bishop  of  Landaff, 
his  Collection  of  Tracts  mentioned,  X. 
181. 

Watson,  William,  his  claim  to  the 
discovery  of  positive  and  negative 
electricity  second  to  that  of  Franklin, 
V.  173-  His  scientific  character,  and 
his  account  of  experiments  on  thun- 
derclouds, 296.  His  abstract  of  Frank- 
lin's electrical  experiments  and  ob- 
servations, 487. 


Watson,  anecdotes  of  Franklin  in  his 
Annals  of  Philadelphia,  I.  91. 

Way  to  make  Money  plenty  in  every 
Man's  Pocket,  II.  82. 

Way  to  Wealth,  origin  of  Franklin's, 
II.  92;  its  extensive  circulation,  93. 

Wealth  of  nations,  positions  to  be  ex- 
amined concerning  the,  II.  373. 

Webster,  Noah,  his  philological  la- 
bors commended,  X.  413. 

Wedderburn,  his  speech  before  the 
Privy  Council  quoted,  relative  to  the 
Hutchinson  letters,  IV.  425.  Detailed 
account  of  his  attack  on  Franklin  on 
that  occasion,  447.    Again,  VIII.  105. 

Weissenstein,  Charles  de,  his  se- 
cret mission  and  plan  of  reconcilia- 
tion, VIII.  278. 

Wellingborough,  Franklin's  visit  to 
some  relatives  in,  VII.  177. 

West,  Benjamin,  portrait  of  Franklin 
by,  IX.  493. 

West,  James,  VI.  341. 

West,  protection  of  his  house  by  a 
lightning-rod,  V.  375. 

West  Indian  Colonies,  reasons  for  pre- 
ferring the  North  American  colonies 
to,  IV.  35.  Extent  of  their  trade,  as 
compared  with  that  of  the  northern,  37. 

Wharton,  Thomas,  his  view  of  the 
importance  of  a  change  of  govern- 
ment in  Pennsylvania,  VII.  280.  His 
allusion  to  the  services  of  Franklin, 
314.  To  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp 
Act,  318. 

Whately,  William,  his  duel  with 
Mr.  Temple,  in  consequence  of  the 
publication  of  the  Hutchinson  letters, 
IV.  434.  His  suit  against  Franklin, 
437.  Facts  stated  by,  relative  to  the 
letters,  445.     His  duel,  VIII.  100. 

Whatlev,  George,  his  tract  on  the 
Principles  of  Trade  mentioned,  II. 
383.  His  preface  to  Reflections  on 
Corn,  409.  His  Principles  of  Trade, 
X.  132,  147. 

Wheat,  principle  of  the  bounty  on,  II. 
403.     Expediency  of  reducing  it,  405. 

Wheaton,  Henry,  his  History  of  the 
Northmen  mentioned,  II.  76;  VIII.  69. 

Wheel,  electrical,  how  constructed,  V. 
204.  Its  moving  force,  205.  Con- 
struction of  a  self-moving,  206. 

Whig  Principles,  some  good,  stated,  II. 
372. 

Whigs,  Franklin's  advice  to  the  Eng- 
lish, VIII.  243. 

Whirhoind,  suggestion  respecting  the 
cause  of  a,  VI.  135.  Suggestion  of 
their  identity  with  waterspouts,  147. 
Their  origin  and  motion,  147.  De- 
scending ones  rare,  148.  Most  com- 
mon in  the  daytime,  149.  Explana- 
tion of,  suggested,  150.   Do  not  always 
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attend  waterspouts,  165.  Some  cir- 
cumstances relative  to,  favorable  to 
the  hypothesis,  that  all  waterspouts 
descend,  170.  Account  of  a,  in  Ma- 
ryland, 201. 

Whisk  Seed,  VII.  129. 

Whistle,  the,  II.  180. 

Whitefield,  George,  his  oratory,  I. 
136,  138.  His  intimacy  with  Frank- 
lin, VII.  74.  His  account  of  Frank- 
lin's examination  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  312. 

Whitehaven,  coal  mines  at,  visited  by 
Franklin,  VIII.  10. 

Whitehead,  Paul,  his  poems  quoted, 
VII.  248. 

Whitehurst,  his  clock  with  three 
wheels  mentioned,  VI.  461. 

Whitworth,  his  State  of  Trade  quot- 
ed, relative  to  the  commercial  jeal- 
ousy of  the  German  States,  IV.  29. 

Wickes,  Captain,  VIII.  193. 

Wife,  how  to  choose  a,  VII.  559. 

Wilkes,  John,  some  particulars  re- 
specting, VII.  400,  403.  His  sen- 
tence, 413. 

Williams,  Jonathan,  noticed, VII.  252. 

Williams,  name  assumed  by  Mr.  Pul- 
teney  during  his  secret  agency,  VIII. 
253. 

Williamson,  Hugh,  Dr.  Hosack's  ac- 
count of  his  obtaining  the  Hutchinson 
letters,  IV.  441.  Reasons  for  believ- 
ing the  account  erroneous,  442. 

Wilson,  Benjamin,  his  experiments 
showing  the  identity  of  electricity  and 
lightning,  V.  298.  His  objections  to 
pointed  conductors  stated,  434.  His 
preference  of  the  blunt,  446.  His 
pamphlet  on  the  subject  mentioned, 
VI.  379.  His  blunt  conductors  pre- 
ferred by  some,  VIII.  227. 

Wilson,  Judge,  his  pamphlet  on  the 
relation  between  the  King  and  the 
colonies  alluded  to,  IV.  409. 

Wilson,  Professor,  his  theory  respect- 
ing spots  in  the  sun,  VI.  369. 

Wind,  generation  of,  by  fermentation, 
VI.  196.  Blowing  in  contrary  direc- 
tions, 196 

Winthrop,  John,  Professor,  his  re- 
marks  relative  to  colonial  affairs,  IV. 
423.  Account  of,  V.  363.  His  ob- 
servation of  electricity  in  the  atmo- 
sphere,  405.      Is  elected   a  member 


of  the  Royal  Society,  VI  262.  His 
observation  of  the  transit  of  Mercury, 
328.     His  death,  VIII.  402. 

Wire,  experiment  for  burning,  VI.  448. 

Women,  inexpediency  of  their  engaging 
in  political  concerns,  VII.  168. 

Wood,  expense  of,  in  the  Northern  col- 
onies, VI.  35.  Advantage  of  the 
Franklin  stove  as  respects  the  con- 
sumption of,  59. 

Woodward,  his  view  of  the  causes  of 
earthquakes,  VI.  4. 

Words,  improper  use  of  certain,  X. 
413,414. 

Works,  value  of  good,  VII.  75.  Their 
superiority  to  faith,  76.  Too  much 
undervalued,  185. 

Wreckers,  The,  extract  from  the  farce 
of,  VIII.  318. 

Wren,  Thomas,  his  kindness  to  Amer- 
ican prisoners  in  England,  IX.  545. 

Wright,  Governor,  his  views  on  the 
subject  of  inland  grants,  IV.  319.  His 
objections  examined,  363. 

Wright,  Patience,  account  of,  VIII. 
343. 

Wynne,  his  History  of  the  British 
Empire  in  America  quoted,  relative  to 
the  increase  of  the  colonists,  IV.  360. 

Wyvill,  Sir  Charles,  his  remarks 
relative  to  the  elective  franchise  of 
small  English  boroughs,  II.  492. 


Yale  College,  of  a  portrait  of  Franklin 
for,  X.  421. 

Yellow  Fever  in  Philadelphia,  VII.  41. 

Yorke,  Sir  Joseph,  supposed  letter 
from  Paul  Jones  to,  V.  131.  His  me- 
morial to  the  Dutch  government  on 
the  subject  of  a  proposed  treaty  with 
the  United  States,  VIII.  523. 


Z,  petition  of  the  letter,  VI.  304. 

Zenger,  account  of  his  trial  for  libel, 
II.  302.  Argument  on  his  case  exam- 
ined, 302. 

Zinner,  John  Charles  de,  his  Notitia 
Historica  de  Coloniis  Fcpderatis  in 
Jimericd,  noticed,  VIII.  303. 

Zoroaster,  French  translation  of  the 
writings  of,  VII.  559. 


THE    END. 
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